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oecu cation 


To 

The Hon’ble Ju.tice SIR ASUTOSH MGOKERJEE. Kt., CS.l . 

M.A,, D.L, D.Sc., Ph.IX etc., 

PtWtHsXt, Cnuncit of f‘Oii>OrtJuMtr It ten inf (a Ail*, 

CMleuit* voherttiy, 


Esteemed St r, 

I take the Utterly of dedirntuuj to if tin thin 
ttvtrtwe of fh' old mips of .Ifyiueimnff, tirin'ty prized h, f me, 
m mttwuf pour patriotic adttocmif of the On use of our 
remaenfar in the face of the gmd impediment* tint/ 
difficulties trtfb tthirh mu' Ahim M:itor is beset (it this 
moment, thmv ictiuhl itrrer Imre Ltvn any rfornce if their 
being roll feted r (tut publish*,}. 

In these bn It od*, tA* must prominent feature in tie 
presentation of the Jirtignti troutnn to ■> rnritf/ of aspects, 
true •in truth itself mid rieiil us life, Ultra fare in fare 
trill, 4 hi<tpf-. the oft- ttpprst,* tike (hr “trr-ittgpiri,t;J n/,it 

Onplar ifilr gttddtm Ko(i i fri'eetp douciug on the fnrtfrttf pyre 
or riding the storm, hi the quieter moments of life, the is tile 
the harvest goddna Lttksmi —it a embodiment of feminine gw* 
and modesty nutt of alt that it nolle (inti grunt in the 
dOirt emtio region. In her great trinit, she rrreals the shining 
ipitititiiM of her etmrarfre like paid purified hr/ fire; find 
ivheti rmnptirution* arise turning her life mfn <• problem 
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nf insoluble difficult If, her *a:eel mice is heard tnttnmuring 
erermoif the tele of her f(oration like Hie coice 0/ the goddess 
ihtutjn from the mailed tacit of Sim, She proses bp her 
chowder that the deities tcorthipped bp JJeitffali JUntlut ore 
hftrii of the exalted human in teal* of Bengal* Though the 
belong# to lhi age gone by, there it nothing that is crude 
about her,—she in fresh as a fewer blown to-day, Absolutely 
f,-re from all mere eoni'entianality, the rings, lark-like, a free 
sotstj in the infinite spare of her barrenly virtue, shotting the 
supreme triumph of tore orer aft material forces She i* a 
voice from the pant that in true fin ail a get: find though 
At,} both from thin troptcat region of Bengal anti hat dericnl 
front Hh noil the warmth nnd geniality of her nature, her 
, ir{ ,ud (mil eretn "f noble indignation and her fierce revenge 

when wronged are like the nfurm-wiud of tfa' equinox. Jn 
some ease#, hoirerrr, Ate in a picture of patient Buffering ,— 
bearing without protest or com plaint those ills which would 
rhill the (i cry Ufe-bhwl nf tit hern. In these eases she stilt 
displays the wring graces of lose and faith,—her spirit bring 
akin to the froseu north, ha!towed and redeemed by ir weltow 
solar light. Ercryiohnv she makes n universal appeal by 
fhe intensity and directness of those humane qualifies which 
I odt bt> appreciated whet-rear truth and derotinn are prized. 
She «« the eternal symbol of tore and sweet ness, nf strength 
and resignation—-a mat** sufferer of the persecution that has 
rrrr been the lot nf the beautiful and the tnw in all ages- 
like tt Jlower torn by wanton hands or broken by the storm — 
who, net rrthelms, tins always tcon autl trill rtCtt'l 1 CCate to Ittil 
the admiring face of gods arid men. 
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f'i these thrift. Sir, when iu the ware favoured toil 
of cidtu c and liberty women m e drekuomly Jtyhtiny for a 
equal footing with wen in every respect, one wonders if the 
fair ones ore resolved, like ihe old Sim in « Kelt-known 
wythohyirnd trie, i.nce more to reduce (he god of lose to 
ashes by the dart of their indignant glance a. Cut it, however, 
that resittt is achieved, nuirnayc-latrs may idler and political 
Hobbies way prevail, bat the tm *«» will continue to he 
meritahiy linked by the freak# of (Ant (indy deity who 
presides Over (he human hem t. These half ads shew the 
ecer-eowiitering power of love ,— marriage bars playing a. 
mem wbsercicni pari in /hern. They belong to no church or 
temple Imt voice the eternal truths of humanity and at such 
are not, I venture to hope, likely to clash mik the ideas 
of the advanced womanhood of our own (hues, who carry 
the banner of liberty and individualism, 

/ hope (hr interest of this book tvill be sustained i» the 
fn to re volumes containing more of these ballads* 

Yours respectfully, 

DISKS 11 CHANDRA SEN. 


Calcutta, (hr 23rd September, 1923, 





FOREWORD 


The Bengali langnugc in it* present form is a tiling 
of recent growth. It has two fashioned gradually during 
I ho past one hundred year*. Less than * century ago the 
committee of Public in struct ion with 3faoaulay at 
Its head declared tint the vernacular language contained 
neither the lit entry nor the scientific information necessary 
for a liberal education. Knr wa* this all. For not only was 
the Bengali language of that day considered by Englishmen 

to hi* inJidni'mlc lit . .*edi* of the times, bin it was also 

looted down upon by cultured Ifougalis ..waives : and 

it is on record that a suggestiou made hy uu Boglishman, 
Mr. Adam, that some at least of the WUiivh to in* delivered in 
lh,. educiiUomil institutions which wore them boimj established 
misrht be given in Bengali, was vetoed by rite ludhui 
members of bis committee an the ground that anything 
said or written In the vormumlnr would be despised in 
consequence of ilto medium through which it na- convoyed. 
'With these estimate* of the vernacular language of Bengal 
less than n hundred years ago, contrast the description 
of it given rmmtly by Mr. J. D. Anderson a* M one of the 
groat expressive languages* of the world capable of being ihu 
vehicle of a* great things as of any speech of men.” 

A language capable of undergoing *0 great a transfer* 
mation in «. short a time must, surely, Imve been sound at tin* 
rool^. Whnt of the scud which 'va» garnered and cultivated 
liy thfgfl great gardenera m th* philological field it ij-mUmLiil 
Mitrn, K. M. Biimuii, Ramkamd Sen, Ievar Chandra 
Guptu. Panicim Chandra Chatter}!, DinnUndtui Mitra, 
\kdmy Kumar Ibitla, to mention bat n fow ? It is a 
unit tor of common knowledge that *uch vermuminr literature 
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as fbuirkln-d at the beginning of the lflth Century wiy in 
verse rather Than in prose and was the pmMOsnion of tho 
masses rather than of tile classes. A peculiar interest attaches, 
therefore, to any specimens of this literature which can now 
ha collected. I hare just read Uni Bahadur Dinash Chandra 
Sen’s translation of a ballad of Eastern Hen gal entitled 
“ Mahuo.” Here fa a delightful specimen of the seed from 
which modern Bengali has sprung, it is charming in 
English i hut from the point of view from which I have 
written above, it i* the language iu which the Imlliul k 
sung that fa of a par Amount interest and importance. 

Maliua is hut one of a large number of ballads now heiim 
Collected, urranged, translated and commented on with the 
untiring interest of the enthusiast find the skill of tin? expert 
scholar, by llai Bahadur Dthcsh Chandra Sen, And it is 
obvious that in addition to the philological interest attaching 
to ^udi a col Lett ton it lUUSt pu^'is ufao n special intercut its 
respect of its subject matter. And here tbr Englishman uu* 
ai.‘4[Lutin toil with (he techuiipu’ of iho Bengali language aw 
appreciate the ballads In the full in their English Iran simian, 
For it is in such compositions that one finds sketched w ith on 
unconscious and for that reason, perhaps, an all tlm truer pm, 
intimate pictures of the life of n people. And since these 
liidbuls are ludicved to cover a period of roughly three hundred 
yearn from the Kith century onwards, they should throw 
much light surely upon the political hi*lor y of Bengal. For 
it was during Otis period tlmt Moslem influence was pushed 
eastwards, the Moslem capital Imnsfcrred by ftnwnL Islam 
KJmn from Bapialinl to Dacca, and colonies of Moslem 
feudal barons planted out in the ran tern districts. In short 
these ballads should prove n mine of wealth alike in the 
philologist and the historian and last, hut not least, to the 
administrator vvlm seeks to pe net rah’ I hr inner thought and 
feeling of the people. 
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INTRODUCTION 


How these ballad* came to be known. 


It was during the years IS) 12*1914- that my attention 
tirst drawn to the poetical treasures of 
■STiC'SitSa Mymensing by several article*, published 
& in the •Sourahha’-* local magwlne of 
-saunas ^ district. These articles were written 

by one Chandra Kumar Do, hitherto but little known in 
the field of Bengali letters. The Bengali *lyle of hi* (.Hides 
seemed to me to he singularly happy and his literary gifts 
0 f a promising nature. And what was more, I found in 
him otto who keenly appreciated the beauty of the indigenous 
rustic song* of his district, 

The articles that attracted my attention were upon soma 
* Kabi' songs of Mymeiwing, called by Chandra Kumar by 
the poetic name of "Mnlir Jogfto " (supply «* the flower- 
seller), published in Um ' Sourabha 1 of Baisakh, 1S20 B, 8, 


(April, 1913). 

Then I began to search the lw?k numbers of the magazine 
and became a habitual reader of Balm Chandra Kumar’s 

contribution that appeared in th« htler issues of the journal. 

The story of Kenaram— tbo robber, which formed the subject 
of one of these articles, particularly interested me, Chandra 
Kumar quoted only a few extracts from the original ballad, 
ami tbb only served to rouse my curitolty all the more. 
He latterly contributed a series of articles to the same journal 
otl the •* Vidvasuudarby ' Kabi Kanka." TUU discovery wm 
indeed an acquisition to OUT old Ktumtui*, a* the poem 
to he the earliest Bengali ‘ Tidya-wuular' yet known. But the 
life of Kabi Kattka itself, embodied in a supplementary ' »'~ 
from which Bahu Chandra Kumar h^ also made sum* 
extrncK possessed a unique and thrilling interest. 
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freedom breathed in the tslo fmm Ike stereotyjied litetarv 
ran out of tbfl KtimiUsnnc'e-^clirxd re fettled t nl*iv feature which 
took mo by surprise. The fobbing account that I he writer of 
theso articles latterly gave of the love between ihe poetess 
Chandr&vnLi and Joychandra from an old ballad also struck 
me very much, and 1 Longed to read i ho original poom from 
which the writer had given no extract* in his article. From his 
abort summary, however. I gave ,ii, account or Chandra rati— 
the poetess, in my work called ‘the Bengali Hamayanaa,’ Some 
of the European srlmlnrs took an interest ffl 

CtiminlravnFi. L 

tblsaeTOunl m mine and wrote complimentary 
tilings about Chandnivnii. \ 3 . Jnl^ BIool* t in t pHvjilr com* 
munjciition dated the Kith March. 1921 , wrote to me as 
follows: “ I have jus l finished the romantic story nf Chandrd- 
Hay I congratulate you on the good and well-deserved 
luck of having discovered her after so many other* and having 
added that now gem to the crown of Bengali literature ? M 
Sir George Grierson referred to Cham! rdvaii in hi* review of mv 
* Bengali Ramayanas 7 publisluul in the Royal Asiatic Society's 
Journal (pp, 135-39 ; ihinc, 1921 } in the following words :— 
"Space will not permit me to mention all Krittibaxha's 
successors. Each had it* own excellences and defect*. 
I, therefore, con tine myself to calling attention to the 
incomplete Ramayan of the Mvmensingh poetess Chandiiffttf. 
In another poem she tells her own beautiful and pathetic 
story’ And there can be no doubt that her private griefs, 
nobly borne, inspired the pathos with which her tale of 
SiiVs woes is distinguished. It is interesting that like one 
or two other authors she ascribes Sita’s banishment to Ram’s 
groundless jealousy, A treacherous taler-ln-law, a daughter 
rtf Knikei. named Kukua. persuaded Situ much against her 
wil1 dcasv for her n portrait „f Havana. She then showod 

- li -m. ro* CUiWyipU l.J.j K, f uu or l U. m „u ln ..i l i„ Til „ ^ 

**’*» I' . . Ibn ,l«r iatooruw. Tld* .{|| ™ tf.o . 0 M, n in [fl , 

r«ti4fiM it I- !r !■ LukIqI if |^i, 1 1 lull i'll 


I nv no inferior 


IV 


tfilH to lltttU HH » proof that hw wife lOV(Kl and still lolled 
for her abductor. I 1 his story was uol invented Uy ihu 
poets#*. It must have l-eeit out- of those orally current but 
not recorded by Vnlmiki or by the writer of the 7th book 
of the Sanskrit ptetm tor it wj-appenra iu the Kostrairi 
Uamayrm to which 1 have protiowdy alluded.' 

Mr. W. F. Si uttcrhtrie. Bon. Secretary to the India 
Society for Holland. uddmwtd me a long lot tor on this topic in 
January 11123, drawing (Uiention to the fuel that the accounts 
of the birth of Stitt and of the jenlousy of Kukim as given 
by Chnndravitli also occur in the lava nose and Malaya 
versions of the llnnmyams. He put to me a score of queries 
in respect of these indigenous Ram stories enquiring 
particularly as to the causes of their deviations from the epic 


of Valin iki. 

It appeared from these thal my short notice of the 
My rimming poetess hmJ ;ii ready interested some of the 
foreign scholar*. 

The short extract* anti notice* given by Chandra Kuoii.r. 
coaid not, a* I barn said, satisfy uiy curiosity and I 
longed to hnve n sight or the original poems. t wrote tn 
Babu Kedar Nath Itajumdiir, editor of the * Sourabha ' 
making enquiries about Chandra Kumar Da. 1 was informed 
by him that Chandra Kumar was a man of little or 
no education hut possessed tine literary talents. He was 
so poor l hat he anil bis wife passed many a 
-it.. diir.vriTM at day of ill p year without meals. I was 
further informed that at the time ho was 
suffering from a serious nervous prostration which threatened 
to ftfleot his brain 

Thera was hardly any other man in the district of 
Mymensiug that I knew of. who could give me a oluc to 
lUe treasure of the indigenous ballads of the place. So, for 
sometime 1 could not find any opportunity for proceeding 
with tnv researches in that ritilth 
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Towards the middle of the year 1919, however, 1 heard 
that Chandra Kumar had recovered big health to some extent 
and was thinking of coming down to Calcutta for medical treat¬ 
ment. I forthwith wrote him an appreciative letter showing him 
sympathy and asking him in nee tne when lie would come 
to our metropolis. 1 said in my letter that I would possibly 
lie able to render him some help in the matter of hia medical 
treatment. He wrote me a touching letter describing his 
pitiable condition and thanking me for my preferred help. 
He was so poor that he had to s$H a few silver ornaments 
of hie wife—her whole property, to meet the expenses of 
his journey from Mymensing tq Calcutta, 

He came to Calcutta tome time before the Pujas in 
that year and saw me at my Behala house. I found him a 
lean sickly looking young man, 3o years old, greatly dejected 
in spirit ©wing to his chronic illness and poverty. I 
introduced him to Kaviraj Jamini Bhusan Ray, M.A,, M.U., 
a member of the Senate, who kindly took up his treatment, 
free of charge, and to Babu Gopal Das Ghaudhuri, Zemindar 
of Sherpur who gave him free board during his stay at 
Calcutta. 

A brief notice of his life may be of some interest to 
my readers, as he is the discoverer of this lyrical treasure 
of his country, though lie took up the subject seriously 
in his hands later on at my initiation. 

Chandra Kumar was born in the small village of Aithor 
(P.0. Xeudua) iu the district of Mymensing, In February, 
1889. H»s father Haiti Kumar De owned a few acres of 
l&nd in that village, and this was ull on which the little 
fam ily depended fur their maintenance, Ham Kumar was 
too poor to send his son to school. So Chandra Kumar had 
Co lie satisfied with a Hire knowledge of the Bengali 
dphnbet, picked up from a village PaLhsdhl. Ilia mother 
Tan* Snndari died when he was quite young and Inter on 
the Zemindar of 1.1m village forcibly snatched away the few 
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acres of laud from Ram Kumar. " So shocked was my father/’ 
writes Chandra Kumar, ’■ by this disaster that hr actually 
succumbed to it. I saw his face pale with grief at the loss 
of tliid only source of income, and shortly after be died, 
leaving me nn orphan." 

Chandra Kumar got a post, not long after , in lh« shop 
of it village grocer on Re. 1 x month, hut was dismissed 
on the plea of incompetence and inattention. Nest he 
was engaged by a man, who owned umi lauds in the locality, 
a* rent-collector on Ks. 2 a month. “ Tills post," pays 
Chandra Kumar, "brought me in to direct contact with the 
pendants of a few villages near my homo. They sang the 
haramnshi songs and ballad# which were never written but 
were preserved merely by oml recitation and singing from 
generation to generation, .Vs 1 heard them sung in chorus, 
my heart lb risk'd with emotion." By his own efforts he 
mastered Bengali and wrote several interesting articles, on 
his favourt!- subject—the rural song'* of Myumtiaing, in 
the local journal 1 Sourabha.' The editor, Babu Kedur Noth 
Majumdar, encouraged Chandra Kumar in his literary 
attempts, and later on Balm Bijoy Kumar Lahiri, a Zemindar 
of KuLipur, Hyuiemiug, became his fri-ud uud sponsor and 
engaged him :i» lm office clerk on Its S a month. ** 1 was 
attacked with dysentery about ibis time,” writes Chandra 
Kumar, “ and n village quack gave me some drugs which 
brought on mo an attack of insanity. 1 remained insane 
fur two years. My love of the rural song* of my district 
i* due to my intimacy with the peasants ot my trouu try uud 
1 cannot help thanking iny quondam master, the village- 
landlord, who lmd given inn the post of a t thettfdar im 
Bs. 2 u month, affording me an ipportmiiiy mix with 
the poor rural peopte of n.y district sg closely." 

When 1 ihet (’liaiidm K uni.iv in August. !!']! , " . 1 ig 
whether he could help nn* in stwttun: l< longs nml I n .ib 
of hi* dritrii't. lie sttaminl to have i luglrer respect inr the 
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el Beugnli works of Myniensinsr UkftChundi by Dur gamut 

„„il \faiuar by D*n]» Bung*i, Uuin for tbo unassuming 

.<il tiio rtt&iic folk which I prfaotl (til much. I did 
nnewirage fife predilection for SawJtutic pfem*. but imbted 
»n life collection of indigenous stings* I t ,J told niL * tbal !' 11 

very difficult affair to achieve siicee*- in that direction. Thews 
m--'. generally speaking, wore ncu reduced to writing. N'ay 
tKtriKiiis of the'poem veto to he caitand from tndividttu) 
(bftp$mlfeta ol the ooirntryside, whtpw ancestors fed l«mn Uu-ir 
custodians during bygone ages. L gave him a promlic of 
pecuniary help, and on returning home ho seal me iw 
instalment o! longs. This comprised the 1 VidyasutuUf* of 
Kanka—the poet and the halMhiished IU may aim of the 
poetess Ch and rfi ratt. 

It to a task of infinite trouble and worry to which I 
1 1 itil appointed Chandra Kumar. In the very frail state of 
his health he had to travel in the marshy lands ol the district, 
collecting songs from jnetenniml singers. In meat oases 
they observed a scrupulous reserve in respect of their songs 
and were by no means inclined le dfeclose them to people 
outside their own family. Ti was only possible to have 
these poems collected by a person like Chandra Kumar, who 
had literally faUen in love with them and was inspired liy 
a truly patriotic real to trover ihv lost gams of bis country’s 
literature. No other man that 1 know of was capable of 
collecting these rare poem* of which the texts with Ifaglfeti 
translations and summarie- are going to lie published uow 
in the present series. 

Chandra Kumar lie wa» [»id for his latieum for sending 
the first instalment of hi* songs liy the University of Calcutta, 
:iud under the auspices fd the ll-mldr Sir Asutosh Moricerjee. 
whose xeal in the cause of the furtherance of Vernacular 
literature fa well-known. Hm Syndicate ottered him a post, for 
one year for the present, on a small pay, so that hi* might 
z< *m coHnetlua thesi, smigH all Mu: months of the year. At 
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Rrst Clmfiilrn Kumar hesitated Ui accept the post on the 
ff^nnd of hia ill health. lie feared lust lie might not prove 
eqiid to the task or failed to render a good account of himself 
by steady ami regular work. Blit at last on my repeated 
assurance ibnt the University would not ho hnrri upon him, 
in case be fell ill, he accepted n ]io*t on Its. no a month. 
This pay included bis travelling expend and incidental 
charges for the collection of pncms. iTu appointed 

in March 1921 mul has now served more than n year. 
Hi* term w as extended to one year more hy the So mUc nn 
tbi* expiration of the first year and I am glutl to say that bw 
lias worked with u eonsrientionm.ie*> and on orgy during tlii> 
time which have done him a great credit, Hi* ill health boa 
uol detrrreil him from sending tna flaw *nng$ and ballad* 
ragulnrlv, the rare poetic excellence of which, apart from 
their historical ami jihilnh igical Value, has lie on a perfect 
surprise to me and to those who have heard them recited. 
Uni OH this point I will speak infer ntr. 

Balm Chandra Kumar travelled in many % tljwgefl oft he 
districts of HymmeuiiL* ami Sylbct such as, Snimtj, Mellon g-wj, 
Klmrsiimtl, 1’ukhurin, Punch ka him in. Xasir-nljiia), P.-ikhpur, 
Baninchang, iLin- iMihlhi, Bhatcrgnon, iMUnunojn, [Jetiwar, 
li'lighati, etc., fnrni each of which he got portion* of |> 04 tiiia 
and stray songs which he subsequently pul in their proper 
phiuc tvhlh' compiling n whole taiUsd. He wTites from his 
native village— Aithor—on tin* 30th Way . 1021 :— 

“It is a gnml uu-vnveillance that one individual singer 
w watwly found in this district who knows n whole poem. 
It n lo he recovered from various person* living in widely 
distant places, w> that n long journey is required to gm hold 
of a whole poem. Disappointments are sometimes faced in 
the course id snob searches. It often turns out that after a 
long and diUk-nlt journey the jtwu sought for b not found 
ptl his place or that the information previously obtained, of 
hi* knowing a particular poem or song pjnves untrue.'* 
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It is not possible to make previous engagements in such, 
cases; the singers arc to be attacked on the spot without notice. 
For, they generally try to avoid those who approach them 
for the songs. Sometime* he had tn travel on foot 33 or 
Id miles a day, conveyances not bcin" available as the village- 
rfuil* arc kmeba ami untit for traffic or carriages r>r any 
-'■ort . In May, I'JUl. he suffered a gotnl deal in the course of 
hts travel owing to the Hail way strike*. While engaged in 
this arduous work grim poverty often stared him in the 
face, the thought of the liquidation of lus debts hanging 
heavy on Jiim. He wrote to me sometime ago : 

“ I have no home, 1 live in another man's house 
with my wife.'* The pathos qf this shorL sentence will be 
realised by all Bengalis, for, there ate few men in this 
country, who, however poor, do not own a few huts to call 
by the dear name of * home,’ 

Struggling with poverty, ill health and domestic trouble 
and anxieties he has done for our literature what I consider 
to lie really yeoman's service. JTf has lieen instrumental 
in discovering a find which is likely to prove a unique 
treasure to our literature. Ko praises are too high for the 
songs and ballads that he has sent me, as the readers will 
themselves judge from the tests herein published. 

At each stage of hb travel Chandra Kumar reports to 
me the progress of his work. On the flOth of May, 1021, he 
sent me the whole of the interesting poem of Ken&ram— 
the robber, only short extracts from which had appeared 
in the “ SouiubHii.” The complete *ong» of 'Muhin 1 
and ‘Adliua Sunduri O Surat Jamal ” were sent on the 
tUh May, 1021 Previous to hi* appointment under 
the Calcutta University, he Imd sent mo Yidya Sunder by 
Kahi'Konka, the bttnnnti nki u: Lihi and lh« Gopini Kir tan 
by th- podtes* Sula GAym. Tin--.- lie had collected In April, 
1321. Chatidrii Kumar secured some exquisite R4i 
song* chiefly mi Rodhn KHdlim from cm* Salts Chftndm 
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[Ms, n merchant of Kali pur in hit* district. He sent mi; 
i It he) ad Suntlim 1 in two part* <111 tin* tfth April, 10122, and 
As&niu on the Illth .111 ne, 1023. 

[ have reoflivrd from him up to now the 

A Ki*l irf pw«m« f | , 

p|> tu new, follow nut jx>em$ on Yimous (mte* : 


1ML 

I, Mshiir by iHvijtt Kauai 

I. Muki 

3. Jay t'hiudfe ami Ch*tnlrflv*ti by N*y*ticlu»ml Oliwh 

4. K»*tuli by Dwijn IAmui 

j. l)c wan Hiiiibiiit ... 

II ti*LiU Hid Li in bi n^W.M. l l aim*Ui\ Nay*iifib*nd 

anti Sriu&tU Bfiuiia -- ■■■ * * 

7. lliJiniiL MadiHa by Mamnr Ifayftli 

5. ftiipar*£i -*< -« *■- 

KofLiar.i m by FbsudrAvali 

to. Kajairekb* 

I I. rW*u MietlAd.ifi {«*dhi'liftfr pm*u iuti let) 

If. fVruj Khan 

BMita SuniliH ■*■ 

H. Jirmbnii «- 

15, SlnJiiD KiMimr^l-VbL.Ummtih ! “iclurimg 

18, Vidi a Similar by Kav^ K*nka 

1J rLvjiflviiiiii by nuridt^VAli 

IS, Kixvk *olLi2* ... — ** 

t:t Haiti* Krislinti -ml J:,':.* -^0*1 by 

aboiil 

1$, A«&m& frimtiri *»- *x* w 

41* Ooptfti Kirisuiiy Sul* (j*T*a •* 

**. Ol^v.'iei MiUlSj*T Kli.au iL k *«* '■* 


hm i. 

755 
t f S+7 

m 

UiW 

:*r» 

1.11a 

756 

4513 

1,0,4 

m 

«J7 

(toil 

i,«oi 

eas 

1IU 

1.4W 

m 

nno 

iiaa 

m 
1 ,<wo 

6W 


Wie 1 m vi' tit to aether recofired 17,207 Hite* of IIiiht old 
Kong* uml holliidna up l» now. 


» gjjihl ili«w|!»in-[-* Ivs*.. «rf »» Urn ( .r irt I lta*w 
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I would not have been more pleased ir lifliis were 

nil gold. The Bongs, perfectly artless, written mostly by 
Hindu and Muhammadan peasants, often show ihe real heart 
of poetry and name of them at least* I believe, will rauk next 
only 1o the most beautiful of the Vaisnava songs lit our 
literature. 

11 

Eastern Mymenring 

But before we dicuss the merits of these ballads, it is 
necessary to wy a few words about the 
political and cultural history of Eastern 
Mymeneinff, from which mwl *>E these beautiful specimen* 
of our old rural literature have been recovered. Tb< Eastern 
part of My me using, indeed the whole of the kingdom of 
Pragjotispur of which it once formed a part, acknowledged 
the sovereignty -if Urn Gupta kings in the Uh century A.D. 
During the heal days of the P.il kings, Pmgjoti*pur had 
acknowledged their sway, hut with the decadence of their 
power it gradually separated iiecSf from the great umpire and 
asserted its political independence in a complete manner. 

The Sen kings, along with Ilnur new conquest*, Carried 
their propaganda of converting the whole country into the 
Brahmanism of liie now order; hut Eastern Mymenalog. had 
for a Ions time, remained true to the thrum- of Pnurjotispur. 
When the latter power decuyud in the thirteenth century, 
this pari reduced itself to several snml! principalities 
ruled by (he ltd j vans is, the llttjatigs and the K octree 
who were generally known to (he Hindus In Ihn common 
name of tbs ** Ktnth.” They Imd a seat in Jwumlbnri 
in the Kisborogimj sub-division, where the laid [tajvfiim 
chiefs, -Lakflhati llAZra and IUm I lavra, were ousted of 
Ilnur domiuh'us by Is]in Kli.ni about 1 &D0 A.D. In the 
north one Yttinya Gam. another chief nf that Aryan 
tribe, ruled till Lhe thirteenth century and was overthrown 
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by one Pulhiik—;t Brahmin chief, the founder of 

the present family of the Mallarajas of Su*nng Durgapifr. 
Someswar is. said to have come from Kanoj in IEBO A.D. 
The great river Someawwi still brara the name of the tutelary 
goddess of this Brahmin conqueror. At a place callerl 
Gath Jaripa new Sterpur, Dalip Samunta, snot her lt&jvansi 
chief, ruled in the 15th century ; the ruins or his fori 
are still to he seen and called Jaripd, a corruption of tint 
word Da tip. This ltojvftoai chief was killed by M.tjLjsh 
Hum a vim, a general of Firoj Shah in 1401 A, 1J. The other 
towns which formed admin ialrat Era centres tn 11 y meaning 
under these semi*Aryan chiefs till the lath century were 
Bokainagnv, Madanpur and Khalijuri I*!nstern Myrnonifnir, 
called HttxxtunW liv Mahometans, extoiufec! tip to Iatur in 
Sylhet, and was dually conquered by llusiui Saha in b'tl-b 

From the south of the CiTO Hills where IjegUJ the 
territories of the Bajjis «r Su^ing lo the northern frontiers of 
the district of Dacca comprising Kapmsiu. Bbou.il and Dhamrni, 
the vast tract of country was linn- for long airo* swayed by (hr 
Kamrup* Rajas, and the religion »f I he people whs old 
Hinduism broadened by Buddhist ideas. 1 have already 
referred to the fact that this kingdom gradually made 
itself free from Kamrupa and resolved itself into small 
f ntg m6nts ruled by the various trilv j > of Uie Kochna, But they 
remained true lo the ancient culture dksetriJjmtfid by thu 
Hinduism of the pre-Benfti^sRticc type. Bhowul and Kapasin. 
the original nsti of tins manufacture of the Ditcca miieliij, 
were ruled hr the Kocli king S'isujuvl in the i lilt century, 
6svir vm snatoluol away from the Ritjvatwfi by Urn ancestors 
of Haris Chandra probably in the 12th century, ns we 
learn from an inscription of Mnhciidrn, hi* snn, pjlblMuHl hi 
the Dacca Review of 1020. Dlmiumi wo* ruled alioui fhi- time 
hr Jasapdl whose name is mmo dated with the celebrated 
god 3n.m Mrnlhab of that ancirDt town. 

* Kv-4-.i Silh Llkitu? *lI ll) viitiiin jr. y 
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The priestly religion dominated over by Brahmins, 
regarded as demt-godv—liased on casttMHdSiodoxy and K illinium 
and founded by the Sen dynasty, could huve no access into 
the Eastern part of H vine using. In fact, the enemies of 
Ballal Sea often took refuge In these regions of Eastern 
Bengal for protection. It is well-known that Balbl Sen was 
opposed by his own people in his autocrat io ways of 
rebuilding the caste system. The Burendm Brahmins 
refused to recognise his new order of Kulmismd The Suvarna- 
YanLks openly assumed a hostile attitude as will lie seen 
from the testimony of the Hat ini Chart!. The kin? incurred 
the displeasure of his own son Lirksmiii) Sett by his attempts 
to raise a woman of the Bom caste, 1 mined Bad mini, to the 
status of the chief i|Ui:en. We find from the 1 rad it ions current 
to the countryside and from numerous Sanskrit ebkv 9 t said to 
have been interchanged between ibu father and the son, that 
Laksman Sen headed a party against bU myal father and tied 
to Eastern Bengal and remained there for name lime to escape 
from the wroth of Ms infuriated father. Balia) Jiml tried 
to persuade the principal citizens of some of tin; higher castes 
recognise the Dam unman Pad mini oh his chief queen, by 
taking food cooked by her. Those who carried out the royal 
order got thronesof *ohd gold as reward. They were branded 
as “Svaniapithis" nr "i Jwner* of golden lh rones " by the more 
respectable and orthodox of the liitidu community and hud 
their status in society ins pile of the pntramv.ro accorded 
to them by ihe monarch. This is mentiotiod in the 
Kahikfi lit liar, Chatiirbhuj and other old genrotogfcal works 

written in tb« Ulth . .tiny. *' WwraWTWtfffi* ’—"Branded 

bv Infamy for taking food at I ho palaCu of lied Ini "—is a 
lino which wi* often conn* across in those treueiilogtciil 

books. It ts ... in an old document dated 1133 A.Ll, t 

men tinned hi Unbu friaUnmth Majumdur hi his History 


“ ,r:s - ♦ ,H - ! «* i in ’ rtim sift V»-« tfiT- f* u> 
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of itymuihriii!' (p, 5a) that one Atlanta IhtUa sot llyd ill 
the village of Kastiil iii tiiw Subdivision of Kdshoreganj to 
escape from the persecution of Bnllal Sou. A stanza k this 
interesting document runs thus ;— 

wwrawfa: *513 sum*; i 

-4i4<&<ii4ii Tprarrlrs^ 

fwsiTr w » 1 

Thu* it will lie seen that Che whole gf Eastern Myintmsmg 
with the hilly hinds dotted over by Bbowid, Savar and 
Dbamrai in tin* district of Dacca, were under the swny of 
of the IlajVttims, the Oar os and other tribes whose culture 
and civilisation were quite different from those of the school 
dominated over by ibe Brahmins established by the Sen dynasty. 
These semi-Aryan tribes were a powerful and peace-loving 
people and loved art and literature. Some scholars have tried to 
prove them to lie identical with the Patti* of Big -Veda known 
in history as Phamicians, Mr. Nagendranath Vast* in hi? 
history of the Kamnip lUjft* has, l believe, very ably started 
and established this theory. It trrvs due to their encouragement 
that Dacca mu glut owed iN high excellence in ancient time?. 
Thev were great traders ami held liberal views on religious 
matters .-i* nip be observed from the fact that though 
Uiuen Tmuik; was a Itaihlbist zeab*!. h* 1 was invited by 1 M i-i r 
Burman of Knnmipn, * Hindu of Hindus, to visit his capital. 
The lag cannon of Dacca colled .Hiumjhupi Khan and ii? twin 
brother. Kudu Klmii now lust in the BurigHt»gtt, had lieon 
probably manufactured in Urn royal factory of some Baja of 
these tribes, though they were latterly jk>*.sc*mk 1 by Modem 
chief* and adopted Mubnmmriihin names, 


* Ilk Kmln irdl tnaw A LM Aim*** J^iIK * f™*r+ -4 Urn Uitli* IiuhLI?, li-fi 
ll^Eipji. fHupfil, in wbteh Eiutarn HjlniMilar WII not Ih*Li.<1hL Ai itml limp- M Iwi 
of Kb i int giiti. *rtli Ui 
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t\ g Jmve been taking a surrey of the political history 
TS* BtmLmuib «f these places chiefly with the purpose of 
t.nframrf, showing that the culture disseminated there 

wa< found materially dilTcrent from and opposed to the dogma* 
of the Renaissance Brahmins. 

The Hinduism or more properly speaking Brahmanism 
planted by the Sen kings with the help of the Kanoj 
Brail in ins emphasised devotion to God and all oge liter ignored 
Karma (action). The Brahmins went so far a* to say that 
one could not commit so many crimes iti his life as might 
not be expiated by merely uttering the name of God once in 
a devout spirit. By accentuating demotion they lujt sight of the 
ethical side of religion without which the ordinary machinery 
of social life could uot work- The Brahmins enacted rules for 
fjauriddn —PT marriage of daughters eight years old and 
left no Held to the bride or bridegroom for selection by mutual 
choice. They laid down strict rules in regard to taking 
meals, fur fast am! vigil, which arc do doubt important and 
i*H*enthU for purely spiritual purposes, but they disregarded 
secular ideas in the most un com prom ising one and left no 
dour open for romance in matters between the sexes. Above 
all, they enforced strict obedience to Brahmins who were 
to !*• held even higher than the gods. In fact the old social 
fabric was now reconstructed mainly on the I mis is of a 
reverence to the Brahmins verging on worship. 

In the Vernacular literature from the 14th century 
down we iiud Brahminic ideas of the above typo fossilised ; 
wi: find a supremo Bmh'Hirne dignity maintained with a 
supreme regard for Sanskrit. During this age Sanskrit 
metaphor* and simile* were largely imported into Bengali. 
Indeed the Vernacular of Bengal was so highly Kaimkriti-wl by 
the Iteuuissance Brahmins, and its metamorphosis so completely 
hid it* original Prakrit form, that some or our people have been 
erroneously led to trace its ore in to Sanskrit and explain its 
construction by the rules d Pnnini and Mugiihulxxlha 
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Bill vrhcu we coma lo tkesa ballada we '■■amt* !0 VT1 
MW tlilferent atmosphere. The difT^nce tom* 
commands ttur attention Aowmg tin? tUte oi H»a■ '» 
culture buf«r* the prl^tly H*nulwmc« in an unumtnlmUl. 


nvitnn'r- f 

The liiuli cultural level reached ttf the Fupb‘ ol 
i i, **»«.« MrroeitBing i* tofUliftst lu their folk-law 
iJUud «r (m ’,1 ballads, lit the style of cum position 

uml in spirit (hey *how. *» 1 hav ft staled, a quite iHfferc^ 
standard from that Spired by the Vndw u*. I ™ 
the ifirla select their own bride-groom* "'** <l °'° 

marry before Gaining puberty. »J“» *“ ^ 

Tear, old when she fell in love with iadwchand 
Bhelitu and Kamalu were sixteen when th ? fBlt J 1 ^ ££ 

u 

of the fftfli fan counter lo OE UJ * Ll * _ , 

did not yield to the decision o( their elders, but •> ■»* ‘ 

lient of tlieir own minds. In doing so tfcw " 

end true to their vows end still bettered ns modest *«»"■ 

without showing that spirit of deiteno. ■■- “l ' 

remit which have elmreemrised the h™.ne. » « 

our modern novels. On the other hnnd then >l«< ” 

the hole Heine ot on flicker inn devottnn will, » • 

modest; end arm nan of l»tr(«* «*•* . 

feminine nntu». Mahno, thorn* so meek »n,l 

her guild resolve end uncompromising pre creme 

save to her foster-iether that SndeMhand is like the *« 

while Shuyio whom she is commnnded to men, 

like . glow-worm. The girl S,„„,i who » ■' 

her f.m,l,-»th year write. » tore feller lo 

girl ol » Binds fhn.il; ionnomed over h. mriw 

Brabmiftie influence wonld dons write . 

. mnrrtRci? There l»a frenknes* tolngM a 

„t 1,0,0100." fro," oil eonrentiona end «,.fne ennons which 
: of relief to on, souls -iekensd b; Br.hm.nm 
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rigidity in matrimony, Sunni escnij+ts from bur uncle and 
guardian Blrntuk, in order to follow her own choice in 
marriage, and Snkhitin in spite of the opposition of her f:tt her, 
Omer Khan—the chief of Kell* Taj par — marries Firoj Kbau 
of Jangalbiri, nav, wages a war ngmiisb her father to rescue 
her lutttaad from prison. So girl would show such 
boldness in a Muhammadan home governed now by almost 
the same rules of discipline and obedience as are prevalent 
among the Hindus. C hand rival t after her disappointment 
tu lovo takes the vow of maidenhood [or life with her faUier’s 
permission,—a course which is unheard of in Bengal during 
the Several cantoris since thetiay-sof the Buddhist BUikkhunis. 
Kan min delivers her wonderful speech before the Raja of 
Kaghupur, in which her pathetic appeal, tin less Ilian her 
modesty, moves the whole court to compassion, though like 
Deedemonn she feels no shyness in dotiorlhlag the -dory of her 
love l m fore her distinguished audience, presided nver by no less 
a personage than the Raja him* elf, I din is free as Mahu:i; 
no convention, no caste - prej u diet, and no false modesty cheek 
her sentiment*—pure anil fragrant sis the Indian lotus 

From this Eastern My mousing were also recovered the 
flya wonderful folk-stories called by Hahn Dakshinnrnjnn 
Mitrn Majumdnr, “The OilukMcta" of which Malanohamala 
displays the very flower of Indian womanhood and its 
fully blossomed ideal.’ M&lnncliu, Malum, Mnhm, Snkhiua, 
Kajalrokfift. Knmaln, Lila and ChandrAvati aru ail flowers 
from tin* same garden; the world’* dual ensued sod them, 
and their inborn sweetness and purity assert themselves 
in all their severe trials. Kmichniimaln of the piti*k<tthat 
is the twin sister of Matancha and should he placed in 
thn front rank of our heroine*. Like the treasurer of Luxor 
thesn have Imj*ti our latest and rlokwt And, We knew only of 
nfio such woman—Belmtu in Our old vermicular literature ; but 

t ffc .if pi#i-Lf*| ! ' :r*lruiin Uuim^iiv Ljfft 
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we have here at least a dozen of the same type, showing tbe 
lord of culture and force of character of gutte a unique 
type. 

Now if we take h bird Wye view of Urn tract of laud 
covered hr Susunga and Gsfo hills on the north, run over 
by the rivers jktmesu'ari and the Kwigsa, and gradually 
passing to the south-east, glance at the suh-divUlons of 
Netrakonn and Kishorg&nj, and (hen wand our course to 
the south-west up to the limits of IHiowul including Kapasia. 
Tangail and soma portions of Savnr and Manikgiinj, now 
forming the northern limits of the Dacca district, w« hava 
a well-defined boundary-lino of a largo country which had 
once formed a part of the old province of Aawff i under 
the sway of the Rajas of Pragjotispur, and which never 
bore any sign of the priestly in flue nee, that has marked 
Bengal proper under the domination nr Brahminie revival. 
The nick-name given to this part ol Urn country hy 
the Brahmins of the Ronaissance is baju which is derived 
from the word haryita {prohibited). It b n prohibited area, 
because the Rajas who reigned there were found too 
formidable for the Sen Rajas to cope with, and the 
Bruhminic canons with their * lCniiiiuya and stringent 

marriage rule* could Hud tio access into it. But this tract 
of land, ruled by a different society and a different standard of 
moral and communal life, is extremely interesting to ns; an it* 
culture is indigenous, and fur more natural and fresh than 
that of the Renaissance, Whore could a man he found like 
Garga amongst the Renaissance-Brahmins who had the 
courage to take a ltd into his family and treat him like a sou, 
though from his babyhood thv boy was reaml up and suckled 
by a Chftndal-womjui m t Where could a Brahmin In* found 
like Knukairbo bowed down publicly to his foster-parent— 
the Chaiutal woman—and snid that In' erstttidered her to be 
mnr*> tarred than till thn shrines taken together? This society 
■■va*i not one nl dogmas hut nl n-nl life whjjjh {lowed in l (s 
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tjultiml cour>o The characters painted in the bn Hate show 
great freedom nnd independence but aru no pniptgatHUfcU. 
Being true oflspriugs of Nature, they never ntfelend n» by 
settled and pre-ootieelved Idrv hut Always elevate os by 
ttioir direct inspiration and innate freduie**. They do not 
depend <m divinit} but on their owe net inn Tney are full of 
tacts and resourcefulness Slab tie, when *ht* fell a misgiving 
a-, 1 . her dWic-v of meeting Jfadercbanti, resolved to commit 
suicide; hul ih* instantly rocdllooted that all passible recources 
had not yet been tried. So she proceeded on to make it further 
search for her lover without yielding to despair. She said 
tViai »he would not end her life until she had tried her very 
best, Any of the characters its our ReiuviSHimce-Uterature 
under similar circumstances would sit down to weep and pray, 
depending entirely upon Providential help. This resourceful* 
ness and self-dependence mark out the diameters as 
essentially distinct frum tlie Renaiflwuice men and women, 
lit the conception of live latter, devotion and faith have been 
emphasised and the ethical side completely ignored. The 
Hinduism prevalent in Easleru Mymetpdns; followed Lli« 
Buddhist maxim “ .Vs you will sow, so you will reap " 

From Durgapur wo are expecting every day “Raja 
Rnghtu PAld.” He was a descendant of 
Somwnrtr Sing who usurped the throne 
of Scaling from Taisya Garo, Ihe Koch Raja, 
In tii t * i;Uh century. The devotion of the queen KuiquIji 
and her sacrifice form the essence of the plot of this 
hrtlj.nl, The river Kjkugsa which streams out. of SomcHvrnri, 
is associated with Mahua and Nadereband. Here the 
unfortunate hero met his love after month* of weary search, 
»h- l to he cruelly assassinated by TTomm's gang! The 
river Dhanu is mentioned in the ballad of Keen mm. It 
flovra by Porguuu KhaUajuri, which woe ill those days 
known as the 1 BhatL* The ■ Uh-iii ’ in the 15th ceuturj' 
toll into the hands of a Knliuinya chit'! named Lambodam. 
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Jahangir culls lhis ptrgaiut and its Adjacent places by the 
common name of 1 Jibuti ‘ In the sanad& which be grunted 
to the descendants *jf Luinhodor. The line * s^c'5 "sttifet 

?TCfl riSF. in the Mainamati songs clearly refers 

to this portion of My mousing. Close by the river Dhunu 
and Iwrderiug ou the eastern boundaries of Perga na 
Khaliujuri lay the ancient villages of Bamun Kaudi, 
Human Tbakurer bbiti, Haditir tlighi and TUnakandi, where 
the gayest of the singing birds in these ballads—Mahua— 
Arsd listened to the ilute of Nnderchatid and yielded herself 
to his embrace, and where her uncle Mnnik'a eyes feasted 
on the sight of the rich tholi crop* that sprang in the fields 
of Oluakutidi, Fort her down, about nine miles south of 
Khaliajnrf lies Aruliu, on the rtver Bnfaadair, a branch of 
the Dhanu. a village which will at once recall to the minds 
of the readers of Malua. the blind tank overgrown with 
needs and water-plants and fenced on it** four sides with 
Ktfdgtts of the thorny mtinthi* plants. It was hero that 
Chand Hinod hud stood awhile witnessing ihe beautiful 
vi ood land scene and the transparent water of the lank 
appearing like silver linings at intervals of weeds and plants 
with which it was covered. Here did his A*ew*fj send one 
of it* wild shrieks which startled Milan and which made 
our hm wh*> lire) fallen asleep on the landing steps to 
upon his eyes and iw-hohl (he loveliest flower that ever sprang 
ill' in such a kmHy plan—Muhin, tlm heroine of the tale, 
t lose to And in still flows the Siitiu on the bank.*- of which 
once stood thr Hue ami irtfstic bungulou - that Cliamt Fhnatl 
hail built with his nwri bauds, Tb** Ibmini tnt Abounding 
with piirple-ciih'tircL lilies which lifTered n mild veiistance to 
'111! pi on me il Ih'wau .fdtuugir si* Ji pi> corded on, led hv 
Mill tuft directions, is about nine miles from Arulta *nd tan 
mile* fr«mi Jahangir pur. tin- s^i! of the Pewan Sahib, 
There are more ballad* which we expect from Chnreluukandi 
HudhpLisJi and li lipnr Ebr bolinh Secured from I tugnlUiri 
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are (all of a geographical interest, and though the subject 
relates to the adventures al the Muhammadan Bowens, they 
show ji kindred element to the other ballads both in language 
and spirit, particularly in the character-sketches of the 
heroine*. 

l-'urther down near Tnngall was the old Chandrapur 
mentioned in the folk-tale of Malanchamdld: and the 
recent publications of Bengal folk-tales hy Muhammadan 
writers have mostly issued fnun Tan gall and Manil(gst)j. 
The story of Malunchamald itself was secured from a village 
near Tan trail by Hah fill inaraujan Milra Majumditr. 

MTe find that Dnftaries as a class are recruited in 
Calcutta from Eastern Mvraetufng and the 

JJufUF— . * 

neighbouring places. These people were 
called * kagajii ’ in Pre-English days. Hindus and 
Buddhists were at one time the founder* of great libraries, 
especially the Buddhists who made immense collection of 
books in their monasteries. Tin* * knfjrtjn ’ (fif. makers 
of paper) did not give up their calling but continued 
su their hereditary avocation when iliry turned Mulum- 
niddaii converts. The existence of a large community of 
Duftnries in this part of Bengal bear evidence to Ibe 
extensive cultural progress tvhtoli - it hud made in uiiciunt 
times. 

From what luw I men said above, it will (>e observed that 
this region of ballads and folk-tales ju^sesses a special 
iuteresi to the Bengalis, specially to the people of Eastern 
Bengal, for these songs of our rural poets are some 
of the tear ever composed in our literature, though 
vet) have been late in discovering them. The Hindus and 
Muhammadan* have made equal eodtrj hut ions to this 
literature; «l times wo iincj the composer to be a Muhammadan 
and the singer* Hindus mill at others cive remf, utt d the 
language is iho common country dialect spoken bv Iwth 
the ■viciions. 
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The School of Indigenous Songs and that of the Renaissance 
—a Comparison and a Contrast 

There in certainly a classical dignity in Kabikankan 
(16th century) and more especially In Bharat 
,t,: ** Chandra (b. 1712) who are (he great land* 
murks of the two different epochs of the 
Renaissance literature. Kabikankan is a poet of the transition 
period anil undoubtedly ranks high among Bengali poets of 
his age. His English translator, iir. E. B. Cowell, justly 
compares him to Chaucer and Crabhe. But Kabikankan mb 
a hotch-potch of the clttKsioal and the indigenous elements in 
his poem. There is much of it rustic character in it though 
attempts hare been made by the poei to re Hue the crude 
material by classical elements of the Renaissance School; 
while Bharatcb&ndra, though he introduces scenes of rulgar 
and erotic humour in his poem of '* Armada ilangal," is 
admittedly the high priest of the temple raised by the 
Renaissance Brahmins. His humour may hi* crude but there 
is no crudeness whatever in hb language which is highly 
polished and dazzles us with its Sanskrit Sc splendour. 

But these ballads of My me using am pure Bengali and 
there is hardly any obtrusive Sanskrkic element in them. 
They are all unadulterated metal of a bigh quality recovered 
from (he purely Bengali mine. Moat of the old Bengali 
poems, outside Vaiannva song*, struggle to express the 
days Seal idea* that had coma with the new priests from 
Kaoouj. The characters painted iu them are seldom sustained 
or consistent. The poems are monotonous and they often 
embody an almost encyclopedic mass of traditions after the 
Sanskrit Puram whose footprints they seem tu follow. In 
(be enthusiasm of the poet, to say a thing ir. the literary 
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style approved by Sanskrit Poetics, they often lose sight of 
their plot* and characters. In fret, the alien lion of these 
poets seems to be devoted more to the style which they 
want to Sanakritbe than to the subject-matter of their 
poems. 

In fact, the Ural mimic school, planted in the field of 
Bengali literature, suddenly coming in contact with the 
polished and artistic expressions of the Sanskrit language, lost 
sight of all other points and devoted itself entirely to 
embellishing the style and importing Sanskrit expressions 
and figures of npepctL The Bengali language thus became 
hound up by an almost servile illegiance to Sanskrit Poetic*. 
Prom rich figures or speech and high-sounding flowery 
expressions, down to the frivolous puna mi words and the 
passion for alliteration that characterise the style o( the latter- 
day Bengali poet*, we owe all our elegance and flaws in the 
held of letters to the new school that had sprung up as the 
result of a conquest of our language by Sanskrit. In 
Ktibiknnkan Chandi there is indeed a redeeming element in the 
genuine accounts of Bengali life, but they are often disturbed 
by accretions of exotic classical ideas which guided the taste 
of the ReunisHntioe-pnets. Thorn classical ideas have l»een 
made sn familiar to n> within the last four hundred years that 
they appear almost, natural ; but when w read the Remisaaueo 
poem- side by side with I hr M y men sing hallmls and other 
poems of the indigo nuns school, which Wr an lliem the 
hall-mark of Bengali MJciuti Mm* the Brahmime revival, we 
cannot help falling the classical 'dement somewhat exotic 
and artificial. 

Indeed, these Ivillnda nni] songs have come upon us with 
all ih*- sudden lies* of a literary 'Urpriso. 
ihJuit"r ,1 " r " "* They arc generally short and there is no 
repetition in iWHt of them. The attention of 
the pools does not srrerve n hit from the subject they treat 
of uad the descrlptinns move wftlx the utmost *j#hh 1 towards 
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the end which often rises to great pathos and poetic 

excellence. 

The heroines of these song* are not at all Hfce those with 
whom we are familiar in the Renaissance literature. T liave 
stated that in the previous order of society every bride used to 
select her own groom. This is quite contrary to Lbe Brehminic 
canons which lay down that the most approved year when a girl 
should be married is the eighth. Married then she would rank 
with the goddess Gauri, the Consort of Siva, Kahikankan 
evidently draws his inspiration from Brnhmiuic jurisprudence 
when he refers to the duties of the parent, on this point. 
He is evidently struggling with the material found in the 
old poems of Chandi. which he is re-writing, lie is trying 
to give a Brahininic tone to the traditional subject, which 
he does not dure change wholesale. The age of the girl lia* 
to be kept as lie found it. Janardnu Oja, the family priest of 
Bbanapati Ibe merchant, is made to admonish Ltkshapati 
for allowing hi* daughter to remain unmarried, though she 
hu* stepped into her twelfth year. Thu indignant Brahmin 
ox plains the canons of the Renaissance school on this 
point 

" It is an act of inertly O Lakstmputi. to give a daughter 
in marriage at her seventh year. If a son be liorn to such 
a girl in due course he will indeed ho the saviour of the 
whole family. At her eighth year, u bridegroom should lie 
sought for with sweet word 1 } mid the daughter's hand ho 
offered him without charging him any pan (money). If in 
the ninth year you get n bridegroom for her—that is &Uo 
good ; the son bom of the pair will, by offering pimta, secure 
for you mid your ancestor*, a place in heaven. 

"Alas! there was no onn to instruct yon in the*e most 
vital points of religion; you remained stupidly indifferent 
when your (laughter passed her tenth year. When she is 
in her eleventh year, she becomes seized with a woman’s 
desire and you have not done rightly bv allowing that year 
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to pass also. In her twelfth 5 ear she attains her pulierty 1 
she may, any moment, take a fancy for a baudsoiiis youth, 
thou the parents will be assuredly doomed to the pangs 
of boll;* 

[ wir.* tfsri. frsi ftw fiF iwt, tr fiTR *ft^ i 

fled flA Attfb, flt%, ♦1*1 Ji'SSrp I 3TA ^3 fa*l 

«*, nra *e?, to i i^pt csfi, *T5 

£$»t ^ wm , sn fcwn wqp tfF 1 3 c*T“lot ^ 

tsCT, sR-pt to t ^'*rra ^ *ti aHI «*i, 

*m*i sf^ i anh 3*wfl c^l, to *91 

spot -to r to flfint vm *f, *tra f*m to* to^i ” ] 

The women in these ballad < marry after reaching their 
puberty and, as I have already said, nowhere ill these poem* 
is found an instance when the woman Is not guided by 
her own personal seiiiiniont.s when selecting liar mate, and in 
no case does she blindly Follow tin* selection of her guardian. 

In the Renaissance literature this freedom and mmance 
in sexual lore would hy no means be tolerated by the 
Brahmins. The idea of chastity in woman was fossilised 
by Brahminto canons. All freedom in woman was suppressed 
and she was reduced to n machine without life. In the 
Bengali poems written in the 17t.li and the 19th centuries, 
this artificiality ranched its cUnii.v. Javnarayan, llte East 
Bengal poet of The I^th century, put* the following piece of 
advice in the month of Clmmlra Rh.au, i he hero, in bis address 
to his consort Hu not™ on the ere of his starting on n sea* 
voyage. “ Boring my absence, nh 9uuetra, “bun the shadows 
of all male persons as one would shun block snakes. If the 
voice of any male person roaches your ears, consider it as 
terrible rw the sound of thunder,” In nn earlier age Krittibas 
had made Site, when unjustly suspected by her husband. 


* ita lit whlak Jl li Uf*inJ htfm in *.!■?* ireptal rjimnL/ ^arm h- 

I\PlI UEtl hy firt* flitW m*l?< fkt tfic &*m if *vtj f*i front l«dJi Is til* tLaLfcmwftf 
*f tbi ppf» nf ihi giil In item 
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say in defence of her character. ** Even when I was a mere 
child I never came too close to a nude play-fellow. 1 ' It one 

compares these moral sickling* confined within Liu; four 
wall*of 1 Ilc zenana,nfraiil of light and air tin if they were 
contamination, with the bold sketches of the heroines of 
these MymeiismE songs, whnt a relief one would (eel 1 l lie 
Yaisiiavn poetry indeed revolts against the orthodox society 
and spiritualises free love in the ‘ Snhajia song.*. Hut these 
rustic poems giro us faithful pictures of devoted women if* 
Bengali homes—the sisters of those who ascended the funeral 
pyres of their husbands auti Mere true to them in life and 
death. They represent the ideal of a by-gone society und 
are not like the Satovjia women, the productions of o revolt. 
Devoid of any priestly element, without any racial or 
sectarian propaganda, these songs have features in them 
which have a universal appeal. The air that wo breathe in 
those songs ia not like the storm that levs come from the west 
in our modem literature, nor cine* it reach the dot ness and the 
freezing point of tho canonic artificiality of the Bralittinic 
Kenaissutuw. But il is the air of Bengal blown on her fields 
and pastures, fresh and full of life. The homes descried are 
Bengali homes. The Landscapes, the rivulets, tank?, the 
binding steps nta all of Bengal with a photographic nctjurarv. 
The characters speak the Bengali tongue and do not ton 
scrupulously avoid tho few Arabic and Persian word" that 
have naturally crept into our popular dialect. They express 
Bengali sentiments without pretensions to metaphysical 
culture. They do not voice the ideas of Kalldas, Rhababhuti, 
Vymtft or Yalmiki, hut of the true Bengali men anil women of 
the country-side, Chaudravati’s ‘liainuyann r is ft* remolw 
from the epic of Valmilci os a playful streamlet is from the 
whirl-pools of the Atlantic or of the Black Sea. A great 
stress is bid in these Ittlludi on human paaeJon* and seldom 
do the writers trouLla themselves with the codes of the Hindu 
JuTbprudeuce. The Reimi«*aiice poet Kushidas says, “He 
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who eats radish in the ramilh of February (tfagb) goes 
to the worst of India.” AJl such gibberish is out of question 
in this poetic literature. Seldom do the poets pour fourth 
reflection! on the heeling nature of worldly things and their 
transi tori ness after the aphorisms of the apostles of the 
Lrahmmic cult. The characters solve their own destinies 
without seeking the aid of the gods. The poems are bright 
with sunny realistic descriptions. Yet human lore reaches 
a height in them, which verges on the idealistic and is full of 
romance. Action is the motto and not spiritual devotion. And 
in these two words we have tha entire key to the standards of 
the different schools of the Renaissance literature and of that 
which preceded it. Though the poems represent the old social 
order there is nothing in them of the queer theology of the 
Dluuma cult, which inspired the Maynamati songs. Indeed 
they are entirely free from all mysticism and indue nee of 
Tantrlc miracles. The poems mirror life—the bust ideas that 
permeated the Hindu society prior to Renaissance, and in which 
the simple but high life of the Bengali* is portrayed with 
flue poetic touches. Above all. the heroic element, the 
majesty, courage and wealth of feeling* that characterise the 
Bengali women—their almost fanatical devotion to those whom 
they love, are brought forth with a force and vividness^ 
the parallel of which it will be difficult to Qnd elsewhere 
in the vast range of our literature. 

The fomalu character* in these poems and songs, 1 beg 
to repeat, possess a towering grandeur. They are resourceful, 
heedless of danger, and true as truth itself. Hut the environ- 
numt of social bondage has an inevitable influence over 
them. Even Lbe greatest of them find themselves helpless 
in fighting against the commandment of society which tbev 
know to bo unalterable as the decree of fate and to which 
Hiey submit without a pretest. The ever-patient spirit of 
Inman women smee the day* of the exiled princess of Ayodhva 
has never *Wu a spirit of revolt but fallen a silent victim to 
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the social nllar. The Hindu wife is accustomed to accept 
the unjust brand of infamy on herself without a word of 
protest again at her social tyrants. Eton, Jfabua—the entirely 
free bird in the sky of pure love—lifted her knife at the 
command of her father to kill her own Naderchand : Alas! the 
father’s command which had made t'am leave the palace and 
turn an ascetic > and Parasonun kill his own mother! That in¬ 
violable conventional regard for the word of Lbe elders and that 
age-long In-iv of Hindu social life have entirety hemunlied and 
enervated the people of India. Malum, who sings like the 
lark and in whom we sea the holy light of love ever-burning 
incensed with Nature's purity, yields to the weakness for n 
moment only. After this momentary frailty, her true nature 
averts itself and she drops the knife that .she lifted. For 
this conventional regard for the word of parents, innocent Lila 
could say nothing even hv wny of self-defence when shu wok 
groundlessly charged with intulolky. Social os 1 racism and 
tyranny these women accepted as the inexorable decree of 
fate. All ihi ir heroic energy and resourcefulness failed them 
here. Whatever wrong* they received from society, howsoever 
deep and unjustifiable, they bore with patience and hod not 
the courage to utter a word against Ihi* hoary-headed wicked 
monster of human convention and prejudice. 

IV 

A General Survey of the Ballads. 

In Malua vrr tlnd a strange heroism and we know not 
whether to admire her sweet emotional nature or I ho ethical 
grandeur of her diameter the more. She is a spirit not at all 
in tint-need hy a consideration of the things of the physical 
plane. In the hour of sore trial she could have gone back to 
her mother's arms and tu» happy Tor the real of her life, still 
remaining true to her husband, llcr fair name would not have 
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tieeii at till sallied by such an action. But she did not do so. 
liven ivlifu her hush and took another wife and abandoned 
her, she remained near him, no matter, that, she b id nol tin 
aoeess into the kitchen and t« h’n Wl-room. She obliged her 
husband to marry ftgdn. This she did not with the object of 
making a theatrical show or torn morbid sentimentalism. She 
fell that her husband’* life would lie mUeraljSe without a wife. 
Arhen fatigued with the toil of the day. hu would return ha mu 
in the evening, wlio would giro him me ill, who would serve 
food to (he pior old mother, grown unfit for work i The caste* 
rules would not allow' them to take indiscriminate food in any 
plane. Si 10 hrraelf was made mi outcast, mid all those func¬ 
tions which it would have been the crowning joy of her life to 
discharge, she was rendered incapable of performing now. 
Loving her husband with all the might of her soul, flu* re* 
solved to remove every thorn that would prick hit feet in the 
walks of life, never caring for her own sentiments or comforts. 
Ultimately she gave up her Hie to remove the standing scandal 
that ha*! hung ou her 1 1 tishind's family and on his own fair 
name for hrr ?akea. The grim Hindu fOciely against which 
she vainly struck her head,—as unrelenting as the blind and 
impregnable Chirms? walls,—as barbarous and cruH its her 
Mu ha m mu-: km abductor,—.as terrible i*? the life of chi Min =j 
poverty which ehe voluntarily accepted and endured,—served 
only to arcjntual 1 ' her towering personality. And the List, 
scene of her life— in which her white-crested virtue sparkle 
ait tho wave? of the river like tire crown of ( lie go Hess 
Lakshini. sinking into the depths of the sea under the uge'g 
curse— it one of superb tragic grandeur, and none will lie able 
to road the touching and well-chosen refrains of the last page 
without having bis eye 4 moist with tears. 

Some of Ihuae oh into ter.? —and wo Had it in the song of 
I aha Khan more than in others—*rj actuated by a. spirit of 
retaliation. They sometimes look upon the mis fortunes of their 
citemicd with the complaisance of a savage warrior, I us pi to of 
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the genuine goodness of their nature they pint against the 
enemies like Machiavelei, though their prim'try object is to save 
themselves from some dangerous sit tuition. These heroine < show 
the deep feelings that actuate Lite womankind of the Orient, 
inspiring them with hatred unit a spirit of revenge, when 
wronged, though they are otherwise the host specimens of their 
species. Matua of course is driven to such an extreme sUp by 
the exigencies of situation, hut in the two daughters of 
Kednr Roy in the ballad of l*hu Khan, (he spirit cd retribution 
shows itself in a monstrous light. Of course, solf-dcfcnce Is 
the plea every where, but when we icon soft thing growing 
terrible, we are involuntarily fed to rearot it to a Uttle extent. 
Even Kamila whose power *»C endurance h raartyr-liko and 
who aoOTOJ to bo the abode of all womanly virtues, does nut 
protest against the inhuman cruelty with which the Karkoon 
wns slaughtered at the altar of Kali. In Chandraveti tve of 
course find ilecp wrong* only giving rise to a fooling of deep 
compassion mid a spirit of self-dedication to the will of fhal. 
In Lila we find nothing but * witness. Shu withered away 
with n smite on her face, and wiiun her tender soul was torn 
bv the wrougs done liv her enemies, she died uncomplainingly * 
even as a flower fades, torn by wanton hands. JJut Kajal* 

rrkhs_the vorv > >nI oE patience and sweet forbearance, has 

not a word to *iy protesting against the cruel tmirtler of the 
Bracelet-Maid,—though certainly the latter is a demon of the 
grimmest type. I only say that it would bo only more 
consistent with her own divine nature to intervene to lighten 
the cruel punishment. 

Thu situations created in the wonderful bn I lad of Mahoa 
are of a romantic plane, hot nevertheless they do not 
cease to be dramatic. All prosaic detail* arc skipped over. 
The author, Dwiju Kauai, hfwl a wonderful power of 
choosing situations which present to our imagination wh 
poetic scenes, without encumbering them with too many 
realistic details, The hrst sccue opens with n poetic 
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picture and introduces thu dawn of love in the hearts of 
the psir, half-hid in shyness, as if afraid fully to reveal 
itself, like the faint beams of the young moon on the ripples 
of a dark stream. Mahon is scaling the bamboo in order to 
reach the rope at the top, Hundreds of men are assembled 
to see the play Nader Chain), the young and handsome 
Iprd of the place, sits among: thorn. When the beautiful 
gypsy with the alacrity o£ n squirrel ascends Lhe bamboo- 
top, Nnderchand sues her for the first time, lie is simply 
am n zed at her beauty and stands up to ulisorvc her mom 
closely, anil when she plays her wonderful tricks and dances 
on the rope, lie has no mors the curiosity of a spectator. Ha 
already fuels alarmed for her life and exclaims, “Ah me! 
she nmy fall and die.” 

This sweet companion b the precursor of that vehement 
love which latterly made both of them stake e verything near 
and dear to them for the sake of each other. In Malm loo 
we find the same compassion gradually taking the shape of 
love, The situation is roman lie, She is filling htfr pit cher 
in the stream. On tlm landing ghnl sleep? Cltund Binod. 
In the month of May, says the pout, the nights are short so 
that sleep sometime? linger, on the eye-lid-* even in daytime 
and mio doses and feeb sleepy In the noon. The maiden 
felt that it was already a lalu hour of evening. If the 
handsome youth would go on sleeping and awake when 
the night was advanced, where would ho go? He was * 
stranger there und did not know the village-path*. Tho 
clouds were roaring unit tbs shadows of evening were already 
crowing thick over tho fair face uf Nature Where would 
ho go and how could she make him awake? The scene 
become* gradually more romantic. Thu water of the tank 
wiie dark-blue, on ils side? was n thorny fouee or the wild 
tnantfiif plants. Ilo lav under a k'tflurulta tree covered with 
flowers, whose spiked ike white petals adorned with the lovely 
yellow of their hall-like forma are inevitably associated with 
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the rains of Bengal. Her' feeling grew tender and when 
she retired lo her tied dumber she could not sleep lint thought, 
“The mins are falling and the night U dark. Ah me! 
Where does the stranger pass his night ? ” 

Let us revert to Mahua- the second scene of the luxe-story 
brings us io the river (fJurt. The con versa l ion of Malum and 
Naderchand, full of pleasant humour and wit in that solitude, 
indicates the warmth of first love in Pfntiorclmnd, But in 
Mahua it is not too apparent. True to her womanly instinct 
she is shy and forbears to use the language of sentiment. She 
even rudely reproves Kadcrchand when lie hints at something 
like a proposal. All these only serve to 9 how (he feminine 
grace and reserve of her character. But she has already 
fal ten in love, other wise why should she come ihero in response 
to the request of the youth ? Besides she tells Nad etch and 
that her heart yearns for sympathy which she gets from no 
one. However covertly she hints at it, there is uu doubt 
that she yearns Lo hear from the lips of Hade reliant! that in 
In* heart sympathy i\ reserved for her. We should not 
be unsparingly hard upon Itoinra—the gypsy-chief. He 
knew it full well that though Naderchaml would lie an 
outcast in society, if he married Mahua, still there would 
be nothing Lo hinder him from enjoying his vast properly. 
If Mahua would be given to him, the old chief would 
lose her forevur. There is no doubt that Lo loved her 
with all the warmth of a father's heart. Tl - very naturally 
wished that thu beautiful gypsy girl should continue living 
with him to the last. She was by far the most attractive 
figure in the hand of liis players and if she left him he 
would not only lie deprived of that affectionate attendance on 
him, which ago wanted from youth, hut hjs trade would 
materially suffer, llomra had already trained a young man 
named Sujin who would succeed him a* the loader of the 
band. He hod resolved to marry Malum lo him. Mu Inin, 
if she married him, would remain with the party for the 
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real of her foster* father's Jap and make him happy, Ttm 
plan wia now going to be frustrated ; hence his solicitude 
and efforts to keep her off from Naderohtind : wheu ffomm 
said that Suran was a handsome youth, Mahuu rotor tod lq 
his face that Sujnn shone like a glow-worm hy the side of her 
lord who was glorious as the sun. What wonder that the 
worst passion* of :t robber would lie raised at this refractory 
conduct on the part of his daughter? 

What strikes as in M&hua is an entire dearth of all 
superfluities. The very words ate weighed without I icing 
deprived of their poetic grace. There is absolutely no place 
for convention here, Mahua and Naderchand do not talk 
of marriage or its sanctity. From the very first love sets 
its seal on the fate of the couple and this seal is never 
broken. What they want is to live like a pair of birds 
flying in the free illimitable sky. They owe no fealty 
to prejudices or custom, and always soar in an atmosphere 
of poetic emotion. Their happy life of a few days after their 
escape from the hands of the mnai/asi is like a silver lining in 
their cloudy and ill-fated career of unremitting sorrows,, This 
part of the story reminds us of the love of lladdi and Juan 
and charms us with its poetic spell. Curiously the old pirate 
of Don Juan bears also a family likeness to Homra, the gipsy 
chief. When faced by temptations Muhua does not make an 
indignant speech like Hatua. In fact, the towering wrath of 
Moloa when the Kazj sends her a proposal, rises to the majesty 
of a poetical outburst. But Mahun under similar circum¬ 
stances ocarcely thinks it worth her while to make a retort. Site 
at once proceeds to take action. The entire .situation becomes 
one of thrilling interest wheu after the glowing and long 
speech of the merchant. Malum finishes the whole episode by 
tier brilliant tactfulness in a few minutes and with a dramatic 
action which i- as merciless ns it is sudden. 

In the List scene where Pa lank*, the true friend of the 
unfortunate gijwy-girt, with lmr sighs, song* nnd turnout*, 
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sh&i* tears over her grave, ait a solitary plant drops its gift 
of (lowers over a burial-place, the pathos of the situation 
creates a tender impression on the mind which will follow 
the reader long after he has closed the pages of this remarkable 
poem. Palanka, was a true friend, true in life as in death. 
When she suspected ihc dawn of love in Maliua, she could 
foreset' its Fatal consequence and advised her to desist from 
the mad course. She gave the most practical advice by which 
n passion could be smothered in the beginning, rir,, not to 
see Nader cii and for some days—but when she saw that her 
friend’s case was a hopeless one aha was full of sympathy 
for her. before t he last catastrophe she had signalled her to fly 
away. Put this could not he done, and the last scene closing on 
the solitary figure of this maiden of it superb typo, makes us 
bow down to her towering personality in silent admiration. 

Miss Kramrisch lias drawn attention to that romantic 
tale of medieval Euro jus Aticassin and Nicole to in connection 
with ilie ha Had of Makna, It Is a happy coincidence that I 
had referred to that song of Europe while speaking of some of 
the Bengali ballads thirteen years ago in my History of Bengali 
Language and Literature (p, 164). My esteemed friend 
Mrs. SL M. Drqulinrt notices some points of similarity 
between the ballad of Mahua and “ The Forest-lovers ,r by 
Maurice Hewlett. Indeed whore Prosper and Boult wander 
in the wilderness of East Morgraunt, there are situations 
which would remind one of the romantic life led by Maims 
and Naderchand on the foresLy banka of the billy stream of 
Kangs*. But Hewlett’s hero in the first stages of his career 
is a jolly good |ad t Innocent of all tender emotions aud 
romance, and Ieoull with her modesty and love finds herself 
like a ship stranded oil a rook. Her love tinged with oriental 
idealism reaches tho level of Christian ideal of self dedication 
and service. Tho pair Illustrates Milton’s miiiim that man 
is born to rule and woman to yield to Id*' sway. But tho 
ballad of Mabua is absolutely free from all Hindu convention. 
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Despite iheir great social di Her cnees barter cb and and Mahua 
love each other at first sight and sacrifice everything at tho 
altar of the blind god, ,l They hare,” says Kramrisch, 11 no 
other religion than that of the human heart in all its purity 
and strength.” 

The drat pari of the poem of Kamala does not show 
miy peculiar excellence. The description of K a mala’* beauty 
as that of Lila in Lila and Kartka is somewhat on the lines of 
the ornate style of the classical school. This is perhaps due 
to the fact that unlike most of the other writer* of songs, the 
poet belonged to the Brnhmanic caste. But, inspite of it and 
with occasion! I deviations, his spirit is akin to that of thu 
rustic bards in whom the imligtuiooii* element as a rule is 
found to predominate, lahan's momentary sojourn in the 
artificial region of Poetics, however, shortly comes to an end, 
hardly leaving any impression, and the natural simplicity of 
the poet reasserts itself in the following cantos. The first few 
cantos are rather dull nnd even wearisome. The story' grows, 
tender and appealing from the Lime when Kama!a all atone 
loaves her uncle's home nnd throws herself into the hands of 
fate without any other guide. Her short stay at the herds* 
man’s cottage is of thrilling interest, and the pal ho* of the 
situation becomes Irresistible from that point of time. The 
way in which KnitmU rendered her whole hearted service to 
her protector is graphically described. From here the picture 
of tho heroine becomes a living and vivid presentment of 
sorrows which deeply impresses thu reader. Hero in this 
cot the young falcon-hunter appears and hero dawns on our 
youthful heroine the**: silver lining* which give to her 
afflicted soul the romance of an altogether new character, 
Dilip Kumar pursue* her a* < i:»r«Lh did I,v unite, the difference 
being that Kamaht woe iujI inspired by uontempt hut by lov-> 
from the very lint. She kupl bur pinion within ber««lr a» 
the hud dons Ihe fragrant’-? and awaited the proper moment 
to disclose her .sweetness to the world, 
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The poet Uhan very ingeniously makes her put her case 
before the Rail's Court. She frame* no ehhtge against the 
KarkoOh. It would act be in keeping with the dignity and 
reserve of a high-caste Hindu woman to make even a bare 
statement of the fact* of the awe involving a breach of feminine 
modesty. She proves her case by documentary evidence alone 
arid says nothing herself. From the beginning the poet carefully 
introduces documents in a quiiu unsuspected manner. They 
came quite naturally iu the course of events: but when wu 
Had K am ala proving the case by dint of these alone with the 
help of other witnesses merely to corroborate them, we feel 
convinced of the motive and the art cleverly followed by the 
poet. The account of lhe twelve mouths—The 1 bai t atH<tthi ’— 
is full of pathos in the original and occasionally shows vbtj* 
lively poetic touches. 

The description of Nitai Kuttini will remind one of l lie 
llowcr women liira of Dharulchundm and of Bidu Brahmitd 
and Lila Devi of Unmprasud and MukumU Knm respectively. 
They seem to be of the same typo. Tu l hr balled, ns iti Kabi 
fCankun, stress is laid on then' 1 characters as so I 1 Cor* s*ea 
but the essential dilTercuce between tile elm rue lor of Ibc 
hailad and that of llbaru'diaridrn lbs in the fact IliAt while 
lhe hulhul-maker builds his creation on materials all 
indigenous,— Bhamtcliiiiidm assigns a classical retincimm) to 
hi* llira. The ballad unmistakably proves that there wore 
indigenous characters of this type in the old snugs, one id 
which Rh urate hand ra look up and finished with hk classical 
colouring, done tr» a fault. 

These poem* often scale groat poetic heights by the lisa 
of refrains. These are to be mef with in nlransl .ill of ll"*- 
ha I lads, though they do uol come up to the oxoallemi! 
"f lliosr in the last passages of Malun. 

The love tale of Kanka and Lila is one of lh® most 
charming things in our literature, They lore each other with 
all the warmth <jf youthful Invc. yot curiously il i' eflen 
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like tile affection I ml wet'n a brother am) a sister. The 
holy tbitnc of Lender emotion in Lila hums pure like the 
bmp in a temple, yet all the intensity of womanly passion 
is there Anothur Interesting feature in this love—and. 
what we fuid most remarkably in the story «f M aland* amok 
of the old Bengali Folktales—is ite com pies character. 
Thu woman loves ouo and the same individual like a wife— 
like a sister and even like « mother, Onr poets do 
not divide tender feelings and call them by separate names. 

J have dealt with them* points at some length in my J Folk - 
literalure of Bengal. 1 

tt is interesting to observe how little marriage laws lmd to 
da with the incidents of the love described in this poem. This 
is the more striking when wo bear in mind that the story is 
one of a limb manic home. The end is tragic but there h 
another version of tin poem iu which Ike return of Kanka anil 
his marriage with Lila have l)oen described. 

That version I have not been able to hoc urn yet, Thu 
more tender-hearted amongst ihu poets, opposed to pessimistic 
ideas, no doubt wanted to give a sunny view of life and 
thus alter the tragic tale into one ending happily. We lind 
this to be also the wise in respect of some linjput ballads. 
TliPre am two versions, mm tragic and another with ubappy 
sequel. And Sir fJeorge tirierson makes the following remarks 
on this pom I in tu> article un ih« " Popular Literature ul 
Northern India” published in the " Bui In tin of the School of 
Oriental Studies; Vul. I, Fl. If 1. 1 f 

11 Ijovf ended dtea*>inm-dy a- such love must, cud in India, 
in thadeath of Ivitk the hero md heroine, lint it is an inter¬ 
esting com men l my uu the sympathy with which the lovers 
arc reennkd by the. moss of lhe people. That a very popular 
continuation of the story by another hand caTries them to 
the Islus of the Bk»ed and shows them livimr together in 
happiness ami pence, carry Inc on their old nvocal inns amid 
their Hock* tuul herb" p ) 
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In tin; httrantazhi in the ]Kwm or Lila thy interest of the 
story is often sacrificed at the altar of poetry. It is always 
the case with a conventional tiling in a poem. The poets 
while handling with it forget the thread of the narrative and 
sit ijuietly for sometime weaving words into the framing of on 
artistic garland of poetry. Of this, however, we propose to 
speak at some length shortly after. 

The tale o! Kanka and Lila, more than any other 
amongst the ballads collected*shows tlm Brahmin of the old 
school prior Lo Kemus-tauec in a pronounced manner. In the 
account of Garga, who was not without hi- flaws mid foibles, 
wo lind the older type of a Brahmin saint. He was hot 
a slave of dogmas and kept Eds mind fairly open to con* 
viction and sought divine grace by fast ami vigil, when 
placed on the horns of a dilemma; whereas the Rejiaissaiice¬ 
il niii min in such cases would certainly look for texts uf 
Maim-Sam hit* and Hcghuiiaiuhin for guidance rather than 
try to solve his problem by the help of his conscience, his imu 
intelligence or even by seeking divine grace. The wrongs 
that Garga did to poor LUa and Kanka wore bond fide and 
though nobody would doubt for a moment that he acted 
madly, we feel that his wroth was n holy wrath, and homo, 
ever we may condemn it, our sympathy in not altogether 
alienated from him. tils groat piety in Taking care of a help¬ 
less orphan known as n Chanda! by ca^tc,—unclaimed by 

nnj and about to he starved on the cremation ttrouiul,_ilir 

pHim^ he took to educate him and the generous treatment that, 
■hu got kis home, his efforts to restore Jiinj to the 
U rah mama caste in the teeth of opposition of the orthodox 
community,—- sin m that he wits a saintly character mil of 
genuinely good and noble instincts though not exactly the mode] 
for tbo Ketiftissance brahmins of the orthodox school. Ub 
great wrath produced by conceded evidences of the hostile 
camp, his mad resolve to kilt his own daughter and Kanka 
and then to commit suicide,—hw actually mixing poison with 
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Lhu rood to be served to the innocent lad, »how that ho vm* 
a towering personality great In piety, ami great in anger—of 
noble raa unanimity and generous impulse—but o£ an uncom¬ 
promising tliurtictfUi muiblu to stand wlmt he considered a 
heinous grime- His aubesequent repentance and great sorrows 
show tlint lie was open to conviction and would not hesitate for 
a moment in admitting his faults when he understood thorn 
as such. With aU his faults therefore he stands in this 
1 itersiture of ballads as an emb o di m ent of all that is noble 
and high in a man. This was the type of the pro-Renaissance 
brahmin of the old school, 

Kanka. the hero of the tale, is a historical figure, a* 
certainly all the rest of the characters of the poem arc. In 
the preliminary verses of the ‘ Vldyasundar' written by him he 
sings praises of his CAdiKfci parents. The woman of the 
Chatulul caste who brought him up with all the ailed inn ol 
a mother, says our poet, *' is pure as the Ganges ” What 
Brahmin of the Renaissance would date compare her with 
the holy Gauges and bow to her publicly, whatever her merit? 
nud his own personal obligations to her might be? This 
U a point to which I have already referred. All through these 
ballads we find a higher type of limb mins than those familiar 
ni us, held in the iron grip of caate*tnh)8 and superstitious 
beliefs. Kabi Kanka as described in this love tele is 
characterised by high qualities. The spirit of forbearanc* 
with which he looks upon thff conduct of Cargo who had 
tried to poison His innocent sol! is a remarkable feature 
showing his compamionato and forgiving nature. Even at that 
moment of a great wrong done i o him, be retained the coolness 
of his head, nay an affectionate regard for the ohl Brahmin. 
IJh advised Lila not lo low her regard for her father whose 
head. Kanka said,W heated by the contrivances of the enemies, 
Hu assured her that he would surely repent his conduct 
when he would coma to know them. In fact, accustomed 
as we are often to see lbs grim orthodoxy of the Bmhmin 
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community, we are struck with the con treat that the humane 
conduct and entire fearlessness of these Brahmins of thy 
1 Killed* offer to us in a striking manner. 

It U curious and noteworthy that the ballads often deal 
lightly with the Bmbraimo faith nlicut the efficacy of j<tgna* 
and prognostications of astrologers. In Chandravati and 
Jaychandra. the Brahmin astrologers after considering tire 
horoscope 4 * of the bride and the bridegroom declared that there 
could not bo two horoscopes indicative of a greater happiness 
in nuptial life. Yet I he events actually shewed that Lire 
pair were the most unfortunate of mortals. In Rupnvati 
the astrologer* are mercilessly caricatured. In the Vidya 
Sundar, by Kanka, Raja Malaya I mu performs the ‘ putreiti ’ 
and other jctgn* r# which produce no fruit wliaUoever, Ko 
writer of the Renaissance would have attributed failures to 
the prognostication* of the ant rain gets or to the jit ff tut cere¬ 
monies held infallible by the Hindus The pet birds in n 
Brahtotu’s home, os we Und in the Lila, do not recite the names 
of gods bat call abaid the nrnnes of those who trained 
them. This is also wliat is opposed to the custom Familiar 
to IIS. 


V 

The Baramaahj Sungs. 

The earliest pw-tic tradition of the country was that a 
Bengali poem could not In complete without a baraimthi 
or an account of the twelve months. Each of the 
twelve months of thn year presents, as it wore, a 
hioscopic scene on the landscape of this tropical climate of 
ours. There are flower* -ml fruit* allocated to each of those 
month* and even the tings of clouds in the sky that hangs 
overhead varies with the varying season*. Thin distinct 
MntftoiMiiark which is apparent on I,ho face of each of those 
twelve months, j« An unclassing «mn» of inspiration to our 
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[iQpts. fact Hino of oiu' old poem* sic known ns bara- 
mttihh though they comprise miiij thing* more lluui the 
wonl literally implies—U being a traditional and common 
iiuti.e for lyric songs character bird by pathos. Ihc atorj of 
Lila is called 1 LUar bawmtahi' and that of Kamels As 
* Kamalar We have found eveo 

from Ihe days of tin* aphorisms of Dak and K liana, composed 
probably in the iiiuth century. In tin- poems generally called 
hy the name of foftramtfs/fi, the pwrfs usually presented ac¬ 
cent* of Om twelve month* associated with thu joys and 
sorrow* oi the cliiof character* delineated in them along 
with other thing*. And often an exaggerated importance i* 
given to the hnnun'inhis not quits cotuttetuiit wilh ihe thread 
< t f the narrative. Miami Chandra and day Narnvati Sen {I8th 
century) were the Inst -mat pus to who described (be month* 
following the foot-prints of the earlier Bengali poets. 

Among (ho Myiiwwlaa B«ll*d*. ‘Maltua’ is hy far the 
most free from all conventional ideas, but 
ic llahurn |||(t i* still there, though not in rt 

loudly pronouinH'd form. The poet Uwiju 
Kfinal doc* not halt over <hi* poclic convention giving it an 
midue importance, to th* detriment of the natural pragma* 
uf the story, hut only takes n psslng notice of the mont h* 
which, compared with the lengthy uliiMkral descriptions of 
ulltcr poets on the subject, does mil strike us ns a deviation 
from the main topics. In Uhi and Kiuikn, the poets freely 
yield to the fawiaatum of (hr? old convention and to a 
certain extent mar the simplicity and (low of (he story 
by introduction of long accounts nf the months, li 
became quiet a crone with our old poets tn describe the 
baramaihi. anti the storii-'- have often lost some of their 
compactH‘MW and unity owing to the breach caused by such 
deviation*. 

The boivmtttlti in Uewana Madina is, however, on excep¬ 
tion to the rule, Tim poet being n thoroughly illiterate man did 
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nui cure for l hr literary Conventions of his country. His 
descriptions of mouths ure short but full uf thrilling pathos 
and hy for tin* best to bo met with in this literature of ballads 
from the points of view of brevity and relevancy. 

VI 

The Different Schools of Ballads and Songs -their 
Kinship in Language and Spirit, 

Though none of Lhete song* have come down to us 
from a period earlier than the sixteenth century, and though 
the original lnngunge has considerably been modernised 
by generation# of minstrels who have sung thud, it is clurr 
that Linj spirit of the poems indicates n soda 1 order and 
literary standard which preceded the ftonaraniice. 1 have 
fully discussed this point in the course of those lectures and 
shewn that the poems, disclose a stale uf society which is 
very different from that organised by the Brahmin* or the 
Renaissance. [ have staled that Myineiuing mu beyond 
the [Mile of KuHiiism Introduced by Ballal Sen and that the 
Sen lungs who were Ills' paired* of the Hindu revival bud 
no jurisdiction in the lands watered by the Dhnim, the 
lllium-m ru, the Kniig^t nud llje Someshwari The obi order 
r>f society therefore continued till compute tively modern 
Limes, in those ptatite which l Litt new Brahmins bra in led as 
“ iftijiui&h" odf * the forbidden tract*. If one should like 
to make a search for the facta of the early history of 
Hangul it would be well fur the scholar to select hi* 
field of work in Syi.hut, fipperah. Chittagong, Ncakhnli, 
Bhowalj My mu lining uiul wen in some parts of the lUjsbatli 
districl where tlm Sen Kings could net make tlwir power felt 
iu an appreciable degree In these parts of the e&uniry one 
is likely to find very T.tluublu multirials fur writing the early 
history of Bengal. 
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The social cumlilbu of tho Hindu community iHlf taring 
in many reipccts from that of the pm tort lUy. as dis¬ 
closed in these son£3, is not the only evidence to show that 
it bulonjjjed to a different and older school of thought 
and culture. Though the Lftngtt*g*j bfts no doubt Wn 
modernised, yel there ar*? evidences en^uuU io show the kinship 
nf these p^LUH with ihc nt Mniiniumti, Goraksha 

Vijaya, Krisna Kirtftti, Sunyapumii ntjd other works which 
vvern origi:iullv written bofare the Itrhlinuinir revival. 

u ■ n 

There nre certain mannerisms in tlie style of these earlier 
poems which art- unmistakable. Wu find 
them in one and all o! these poems ami miss 
them altogether in the Rennig&anoc literature. Tn pro- 
IWinissanro literature a now episode i« generally introduced 
by the queer phrase "C’sw SfN ' (" ulint did he do after 
that ? These words we find in every on* of the works men¬ 
tioned above, chiefly in the Mnhmn&ti dongs In these* 
wane;* nr Mymetwing they occur very frequently. Wo need 
not refer to the texts as they nre loo miTneniua. 

Sometimes there are strikingly similar lines to be found 
in the Mnjmunati soul's recovered (rum North 
ihntgal and in these Iwtllmls obtained from 


M * till mien* 


CoPintnub dlu Mi l 1 I it 


Mymcnaing. We wonder how between the two widely 
distant places, separated hy time no W than spate, such a 
similarity could exist in language spirit; for instance 
road tho tines “ 6U f*Jt ( fcj| vrt* Ml *Sj , w*. ft* 

q| asfl!" itiopichatidni, Calculi a ! adversity ; II, 11711*7(1) and 
limn read the text of Maim! (pp |n)-lia, Canto XIV), Tin* 
only explanations for this similarity In Him these lallnd* and the 
Mainamall smigs both Mong to (ho -ne mid the same school of 
the pre-Renaissance literature and nre linked together not only 
hy common ideas but also by wet-phrases current in the 
atmosphere of that uchofd. It U aUo a surprise to us in find 
that sonic of the most Itettuilful line'* hi Vaisuava pnetrr 
had their origin in these rustic son^g evidently proving their 
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prc-Vaisitavu origin. Por iiishmet), the line ftliCli ; stt*! 
aj'W? EtfS^i ” occur* in itift ballad of Dtm tsha Khnn mid 
shows its very surprising ^iniilririly with the famous lino “U 2 T 5 tT 
oH nttfk i&Si »rt? * of Jnfuifid«». The hall mi-maker 
liar! evimutly no knowledge of Vaiftimvn poetry and this 
would be apparent to the readers of hotb these schools of 
poetry. We are gladly catMoteuft of a unity of the whole of 
Bengal, eastern mid. western, in Idcis. thought and language 
that had existed at a time when the new JIraktuitiistn had not 
yet linked the two provinces hy a common religion. 

There are many little things besides, to lie met w ith in 
these count tv- bulbuls, that show I heir kiu- 

IM«J « biilMetwri .* < .* i iC-l; 

ship with the M&uuunati somw mill otlior 
works of I he Bra-Renaissance school. The dowager 4neon 
VLiinamaii refers to the MaAajniiu or the great esoteric 
knowledge contained *’in two and a hnl! letters," Phase “ two 
and a half letters/’ tho flirptt w^, is a familiar expression in 
some of Ht«is ballad* also. Mnlun writes an epistle to her 
brothers in two and a half letters, and Joy Chandra in the song 
of Cluinilnivriti similarly writes a love-note to her in two and a 
half letters on the petals of 11 flower. 

The boat of * Hifimtftiihfina' is another such word, 11 a 
have often found il occurring in Mnlua; 

UnnipiTflii* ^nJ i n the oxtensive literature of the period 

prior to Remsiwmcr, the boat of ‘ *na»apftb(tnn ' is frequently 
mentioned. Whether it is a ivnrd to denote the fabulous speed 
of h boat, which could only he compared to tho flight of 
a man's mini or that of the winds, or wlinther as some have 
imagin' d, the 1 iMiifljjVwsi', 1 was a kind of wood which was 
very light an I -■ .oni; and hand:specially itt for the construction 
uf st-a* going vessels, cannot lie definitely stated. But in tho 
earliest of our folk-stories, In tlw f iumltshavljnyu ami ils 
contemporary poems. as in those l#il!.ids of Myuionrinjf, wc 
llnd frequent mention of the * nwoui/mA***/ The earliest 
reference to it is, however, to la: found in a *!okn ol Hip 
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hfahnblmrivt when* if. is used as a metaphorical expression to 
denote the speed o! n res sol compared to the flight of the 
winds or of the mind's course. 

Another familiar expression wo find in these indigenous 
poem ^ , is * Vi hi Mar char ’ which probably 
C !,„ implies a dreary waste-land far beyond the 
habitation of man. We find Chnnd Binod 
carried in 1 SfiUdeA* fa* chttr' for bring buried alive. The word 
frequently occurs in our folk-lore where it sometimes tnkfs 
the form of * Tepdxtaret' md/h’ 

Wr find in these poems customs and conventions contrary 
to those to which we hiwe been accustomed 
n«iiihf mi- hi j[t mir present society, based on the canons 

evrvitivaj* mttoducdi by iha RenutsMnoe*. 1 V 0 ^11 

know that the month 'if Kartik is not aus¬ 
picious for celebrating marriage ceremonies, No Hindu now 
would consent to perforin a marriage iu that month. Curi¬ 
ously, however, we find iu the story of Maluft ft statement 
that Kartik was held specially auspicious by the people of 
Mymensios for marriage ceremonies at the time when the 
Imllnd was composed, ,4 Iltradhiir" (father of ilaluia), writes 
the poet, 41 expected that in the month >*f Kartik he would 
find a groom for his daughter, handsome as the god Karti- 
kejfft." Sruvan (mid-July to mid-August) was held specially 
inauspicious by the people of the district nt the time. It 
said that Batata became a widow having married iu that 
month. Though According to the convent Inn that prevails 
now Ihifl month is uot iuexceptio lift file, yet hundreds of 
mumage ceremonies arc celebrated during this month, It is 
not to specially inauspicious as indicated in the, hull ad, 
Asviu now, on the other hand, is branded a* inauspicious. 
Id the poem of Malua not w word in -ftid against this month ; 
the uulv liar to marriage ceremouies in A^vin, on which some 
stress ri laid, is the fuel that people bmy thmunelve* with 
tho Ptijas at the lime and have scarcely leisure or the mood of 
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mind to think of marrying their children. Thus we sec that 
Ihp social conventions that guided the affair* of men in this 
district a few centuries ago, are very different from those 
which obtain in Bengal at the present day* introduced, no 
doubt, by i lie Brahmnnic revival and canonised by the juris¬ 
prudence of Rag luma n dan in the 16 th century; hut which 
wore given a currency in Mymenalng at a much later 
peri oil. 

H seems to us to be an important point that in the hi of 
Gorge, nlong with the Samhitas and Parana in 
H-ccnij tmeht »r * Sanskrit, feroxxi songs, or those composed in 
a *“* dl N Bengali and snug to order and the baytttnatMs 

were taught to young pupils. In the literature born id 
Br»h manic Renaissance this would ho quite impossible, 
Bengali crept into n corner, supported by rustic favour only, 
during the ascendancy of the Brahmin scholars and literally 
pined in the eohl shade of priestly disdain. It could never 
have aspired to lie h subject of studies iu it hi. 

In fact, the Bengali of these songs is the pure country 
dialect, Sanskrit has no sway over B, Those 
*i„ etdbji w ho still labour under the tnUapprehension 

*** that the origin of Bengali is to be traced to 
Sanskrit, observing 4 preponderance of Sana- 
kritie words in some of the Renaissance-poem*, should read 
these ballads in order to be fully disillusioned. There are no 
Sanskritic dend-block* to obstruct the natural simplicity of 
poetry in these. The Prakrit word*, simple, sweet, and full 
uf force and elegance, appeal straight to the heart and the 
TOW* in their limpid course move with the speed of « rivulet. 
I have had, more than once, occasions to mention that the whole 
of the Renaissance literature ia permeated by Sanskrit meta¬ 
phors anil similes. The poets of this school never oared to 
oh serve things with their own eyes. They committed to 
memory certain passages from Sanskrit Poetic* or from classical 
poem* of that language, and whenever a description of a man 
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or a woman was to be given they reprodneed (hern from memory. 
The same stereotyped and hackneyed comparison without one 
won! of original observation is 10 be met with everywhere. 
Tim face was to be like a lotus, the ears like those 
of a vulture, the neck of the form of a conch; the gait 
of a lady was compared to the grace of im elephant's 
movement . the lips wore always like the bitnbn fruit in 
the delicacies of their colour, the eye-browa like the bnw 
of Cupid or the rainbow and so forth. In the ease of 
a man, his arms must reach the knee, the eyes should lie so 
large as to sirutoli up U> the ear*, the nose to ha like the beak 
of Giulum—the King of bird*, etc. What one poet writes, the 
other poets repeat. The elegant poets tell all this in tin 
attractive language; tbosw who ure not an gifted use u 
commonplace and stale language; hut tho same thing 
recurs in th* 1 descriptions; find so stereotyped the ac¬ 
counts. are that tho readers might altogether omit many 
passages without the risk of losing any political treat, 
however greai the poet whose work they might bo rending, 
This is Urn characteristic of all po-l s or the Renaissance School. 
But in these ballads, as in folk-tales and other works of the 
earlier period, we find the case to be completely dliferent. 
The eyes of a lovely girl are compared in 1 Kamala ’ to the 
beautiful apttrajila (lower. 'Ibis flower irrows abundantly 
in the countryside and clTm a striking likeness to the dark 
eyes of Lho ISoqali women. It is certainly curious that the 
Bengali poets have **n ofii*ti stumbled over I,hr? huge blocks nf 
Sanskrit ic figures, when there was such a simple path open 
to them near their own village-homes. The freshness of a 
met Arm flower, the emblem of health and uiukraved charm, 
which in a familiar sight here, never struck a Renaissance- 
poet who seemed to set? rev ery thing through thn eyn-gtoas 
of classical culture, tn these songs the face of n woman t# 
often compared to the matma bower with a "rent effect, 
dnydeva, the Banakrit poet, who hnd a greater knowledge of 
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hi^ run! country tlisin tin* po«t* who followed him, once 
referred to this flowor and called it m ttlhak vi, ami in the 
* Krisnnn-kirlan" of Clmutlitbw, which U fulTat rural charm, 
we ilml reference* to it. The blind poet Fakir Foi*u» who 
wrote one of these ballads—* Adhua Similar i and Surftt* 
.Taniol' Iteautllully describes the eyes of the heroine without 
garins for the classical roebphoi*. " He who has seen the 
dark eyes of the maiden, will never care to glance at the dark 
clouds* of the sky or the dark waters of the river. 1 * This at 
once brings the whole wealth of dark colour of the oriental 
woman’s eves vividly before the mind. 

There arc many expressions in I he songs which will at 
ouce recall their parallels found in Miiiiuumiti songs «"d other 
poems of the ki me school. The />««**« ’ or the tun of 

mica b a familiar and common article of luxury in all these 

xvorks. In Mnba Wo find the Hue “ *ltE^ ttfl *Rffl *l» 
^ " (The -'■trl does not even like to wear n mrfi of silk), and 
in the Hniiuunali song it* parallel trill be found in the line. 
- fa* sitfit fHce *1K$* ” 

In fact, though the ball-ids uru not certainly very old,’ 
the chronological datum is «f no imporUnuj* bore ; they owe 
little to Sanskritic influence-Jet there arc abundant character, 
istiirs in them to show that they belong to the pre-fUnaissonce 
school. As already noticed, they hear a striking likeness to the 
poems of Ms mom at i ( Goiaksh.ivi]jtya. Sunni pur an, the (o.k- 

talcs. the Bratakathas and other writings of the vime sdm>L 
JO points of rural charm and true poetry, however, these ballads 
are by far the beet of all other poems, excepting «nw f"ur or 
five folk-tales of old Bengal, known as the ffiHtatAat, of 
which tint brightest goto is the story of Malnnchainaln. 1 
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The Linguistic Peculiarities of the Songs. 

llie songs of llymeiiaitig possess a unique philological in¬ 
terest. They hate been taken down by 
Chandrakumar as they are sung. In mod 
Vnkrit. cases the language is what the purists ttould 

aneerlngly call paloi*. 1 will give here some 
oi the words or the popular dialect found iu the ballad, which 
will be interesting; they hate not been Sanskritised when 
reduced to the written form, as such words are generally done 
in our literature; and It must be aaii to the credit of the 
compiler of the songs that he altogether abstained from 
giving to the words the usual classical shape which is familiar. 
In some oases the Prakrit forms of llymeusing are different 
from those In use in western Bengal as will be seen from our list. 
We and in Malua for mr^r for TFifS. errt-iui, fur 

*JO for *1&, for -ttffl. (rice), ftijf* for ft*!?, f 0r 
*npi for t^ra^circrpr for for 

stjfw^ for for iflflt »rt5=? for Stm, *rfiR 

for for ’inn, m for ip, ^ for rflw f hcff-1 for 

ftpr'l, *$V\ for -!f*l for «« m for ate, am for 
for afenN ; mroh for Wh. Sm for 
for «n for fur f^, for 

^ for <M for Ofefa, nnfo, for n , 5 ^, for 

Iff* for Jiff*, cpem for PIOT1. fof? fur ft etCm 

It is a noteworthy point that in this literature which is 
full of the words of the popular dialed, no.»* 61 the writers 
so many words of indigenous origin, current in the popular 
speech, 11 ' dot’s hitkir Pmzu who was blind from birth Re 
could not read any written literature and dictated his poem in 
Ihe very language that he spoke. This account* far the spoken 
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forms of words lifting Kitaiuod in his composition in such a 
considerable degree. Ill hh ‘ Adkua Smidari and Surat Jamal ’ 
which is a remarkable ballad from many points of view, we 
find word* retaining the naked Forms of Prakrit on almost 
every pa?*?. For instance, we llnd such words as $n>! For stUCT 
(»rst }, 5P* fortiw, <ft*, for c*ri*, For ?t»i, for *^T, 

for 4tm. etc. We ought to mention here that some of 
the other ballad-maker*, who were absolutely illiterate- (such 
as Mansur Baijiti), have shewn themselves almost <v* good as 
Shfkh Fai/u in this respect, owing to the simple reason that 
those who could not read were no better than rhe blind to the 
Sold of letters. 

A largo number oF Prakrit word* lies strewn all over 
these songs, f give here some words of this kind from other 
works at random. *1^ for *t*G, J|**ltrT for for 

-SP3T5 ( * ' is current in Eastern Bengal. In Chandidas 

we find the word itt the couplet, * ^ wi* \ 

fate* *rani cvr, win ** ■) cronn For faro, wish for 
*t?are, for wpsr, sift for affair (moon-beams); irsi for 

3rtH = TS, =fTfs for wift, for fa** for faN*. Tfw=t 

for g-ac** For For *nj$JI for am*, 

*nrtt? for now, nrtc? for wetr. for tiffs, srfw for *)fir t 
(basket) ^ for eft®, for Iff*, $n for M, for nfoft, 
C?W| for (Tint ( W5—porcupine). 

The ease -endings arc different from what obtain in other 
parts of this Province. The nominative 
singular is generally denoted by. the wool 
(TftSt.—a word which formerly supplied the place of suffix 
generally implying the singular t lumber. This word is largely 
to he found in the Kamayana of Krittibnahn. It has been 
reduced to * ft * in modern Bengali, a point which will be 
established by observing the usu of the word in the follow log 
Hue, a sn 5 !$ ♦its CTlfc ” in Muhin. The locative 

h denoted by the suffix 3cn„ cus ss : kh = from t he house. 
The sufiii b akin to and may have been derived from the 


MYMKKSlNli BALLADS 


liti 

Sanskrit ft thoorv which will tu> laulit lind a Odtt- 

flrroiitioti from mother iwo of it in ft slightly altered form as 
"C^pfty "5*1*.(from: where). 1ft th« dative far c* we some¬ 
times find 'inp 1 as ■* ^»P9 *5* mr*,” etc. t Mu hut). 

Tlte m» of pirttciplu hero U whul w* “till find in the 
spoken dialect of Eastern Ilimgat. The forms * 3 &fl for ^ r MI, 
^T»*rn for ^ifvni ; *ft$¥f| for *frf*3l, fur qfttt, For ntftw 
and the like are numerous. The verbs in various tenses assume 
forms. Mime of which are it ill in m« in My men ting, Sylhet 
and other districts |t>f Eastern Eengo!. The forms fw-im For 
fa, *rT$-!tq for qt* are common, and 3=*fTfR for -jy*. for 

shew the peculiarities nf ihut dialect and prove its 
greater affinity (j* Pmkit. A* wunt 1 of the text* have been 
published in this volume, my renders will have u direct ftocew 
to tin* original; so t need not give further i.\H!iipl"s. 

Chm thing that f t-fiimot help mentioning here is the 
profuse use nf the word 1 *n * with a meaning 
•mwof'st 1 "" 1 quite different from the negative. It is 
often used hi assert n tking and to pul 
cm phi is is on a statement rather than l o negative it. The first 
line uf .Viftlua, "noffRi wt¥^u wtfr M shows such use of * srt 
and tlierr are many more in almost all of these poems ; they 
are almost as thick ns leaves of Vallombrosa, no w<s need 
scarcely allude to the texts. Itt the preliminary hymn 
attached to Kunmla ww have the lirsi Jiao ** ^ri fTrrffc? 

atfafS wf? 1 ,” here "j?s m-min "jl trf and the ,"3|' here is 
affirmative and not negative. This use nf ' *J] * is peculiar, it 
may have been an abbreviated form of lhe expression "is it 
not? "—which Ims an affirmative seme, ti end unity the other 
parts Of the sea ten on were dropped oil and only the ‘ 1 re¬ 

tained with an affirmative meaning. Even in nur current 
dialect this ‘ sometimri oooura In the same sense, an in 
the query w »| ®fl wrt* " Here the *sfi / though 

retaining the form of a query, has practically uit affirmative 
meaning. 
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Arabic *ri,| iSrmliU 


lu the old and modern literal me of Bengal which boara 
tin? iNJtrk of SanakrlUi 1 influenee on il in 
a mi king murmur we find Muhammadan 
wuuls, word* of r^ramri or Arabic origin, 
scrupulously iiToIded Th ■ writers avoid these exotic words 
even as an erthodnx Brahmin avoid* the touch ol a 
Muheimmndan ofta v hi' hath This grim orthodoxy is ex* 
tremely to 1?o depltiroQ, Tin? Muhammadan* form a very 
coii&itieraliUr portion of the pcipglnilon of this province, mA 
the majority by la r ot this population belongs lo Eastern 
Bengal These |h_ l h|i1l mv- hound by Aaervd lies of religion 
with the people 1 1 1 Persia and Arabia atid hat e to Ntiidy their 
iiterating, tbralo^j law etid philosophy. The Mutviinnuutuirv 
of Bengal lire obliged to mni ibefr scriptures written hi ithene 
classical languages ind in this w ay ihey got lhem*rlT+?, 

finmlhr with Arabic ami Persian words, rhough as children 
of Bengal Bengali “edniiily their nietber-tmigno. they 
havoiismuch rig hi to import Arabic and Persian words m k 
a* the llrnhiuhm have hi introduce tfir^kril words* file 
nhwTcril kutfuara* of Arabia and Persia* no Ithan Sanskrit* 
have w trite o| pee.tL .v fur-.- , i \ i ippnjfirhiit*i^ t > whli h may 
btj imported to our vocabulary with udvauburo, anti th h ii 
Lhr mmsf nalms.i i:»isivM h ;%Utx Though \w lr> to avoid Iraldr 
and Persian words in written lieuLUill which we have untie it* 


exclusive as 11 Hindu tempi-, we linv- ud Ji«»n nhlu l** exclude 
*iK'h word* from r-nr ourrenf ^ptjuch ! »mo rratnnt cures 
neither for l It eulogy H ii r f-; eilh'^hny ami II ■* 'ilwnys her 
iMir>'!<Trained roiir**. In our mim-nt *pnerh * vn lhe women 
uf orthodox Brahmin fntoilfr% whom wi lake to be Llin 

mold fiLsiidinns typ«* nf hiMerfttuWi n.HH I lit?. Hi* tmrdU of ** >t in 

origin in thafr every-dny o«mvi*r*ra_nm f yet cnrlously we nroid 
them serii|>iilousli in our written literatures mil I ins* iH . 
offence to our Muhammadan brethren who by vt uv of remrigr 
Cornellfry to nlieiinfe iheimelviH from nil hi the 

liter iIuto of Bengal which they brand i* ' ^erd. Mh LhmP in 
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character. I must always say that such orthodox? is suicidal 
to (he interests of both the sections of our population. 

With whnt a sense of relief do we find in the balLuls of 
M> mousing the current Persian and Arabic words admitted 
without any ado. They were admitted because they had an 
admission already, nod no passport wu> therefore necessary 
to justify this admission. Wb rtml in the poems a profuse 
use of Mich words as ret^E?, OtfsiTf, iBt, fie, 

*iPRK 'Strati, *nm, ^trsw. effasr, etc. 

Some of the*’ words arc used by orthodox Hindus in their 
con remtiem fl very d ay. 


B hlli* 11 Lf?rr’ are -aith word.* in lliese songs, there is, how* 
ever, no -mu <.f propagandistn m the writers to give an 
undue importance to them, as some Mohammedan writers are 
trying in do now-a-days. The Hi it tala works by Muham¬ 
madan writers written in what is called the *J /ttmlmam 
Umifjln. lire *o Jtill of Urdu words that the literature created 
by them (ms become as exclusive as th« Sanskritic Bengali of 
the rnmiiUof Port William College. The songs of Mymenslng 
nr written in plain Bengali with only u small sprinkling of 
rnlu word* which, without giving them an 
mtijiml air, only sh-vi to n ecu nt mi to their 
xm m.I render fori* Jo tin* idea* These 

I -m • ih»*ri-f'ire will tovi* Iwirt than a y logic that Bengali 

« “hi kiigiiugr* -.1 tiu- M • ,r.. . ind the Hindu-, aliko 

an J is armui'ie irain fc;tn*ki; i r i- * f m jvrsian or Arabic, 
hnl always ready to unricfi hmtAontthwhirj 1 by itottorittthm* 
of "'on! p fr'in .ill hre id i--ir.il Uugmures in a 

CUa’i'I'.'i.l " ' 111;. ■>■!: i.v. t .u. lie ov**rloaded i>r vitiated 

ItV 


W.||1, : TA 

«teiL 



Vlll 

The Political Condition of the Country. 

The matt) of oociely disclosed !•} tbiw poem* is *tich its 
to make one shudder nl the politico! feature* revealed. Ihe 
condition »f the country under the Muhammadan rule, at 
particular periods in our annul*, especially toward* the hasjht- 
nin- of the IStli century, practically verpett on anarchy. 
The Mu h am m adan chief? often nnipb'jrd people called the 
*j ndhukis to "ive them information about 

..beautiful Hindu "id- They could <u any 

moment call for a surrender of th. fair one* Uotn their 
natural custodian*. The wyV »u»vdW. or the tux levied on 
marriage often proved so heavy that .t practically nunm 
many a family. Chnwlrnkunmr -av* that it was introduced 
in Mrutominsr by the Devon Sahibs of Jangallutrl. r llK«t i* 
however not true TM< tux U -till p^ilcm in many uis- 
trict* of India In MwshidnW in Bengal, the ryot* still 
pay the unjftrm^erht, it may he call oil I- a different mmic. 
In some countries of Europe the *ubdnni under the teuHuJ 
system, practically «**"■■■■» Mu right ■ < the person of 

damsel who was married, ow 1 ■ tu.\ Iwd I he paid by tie 1 
bride-grtHira in order t ■ i. k-,. e hi* bride frtr ~nch ohUsatinn. 
The seueumr hid <> iHu m t all luidif- . hi* sch ; uinry on 
the nuptial m di^ ai-d the m« «ji» c tiled “ 1 oil d- Pe^mlui " 

A teforaiK* to tbf* will ... ¥*«'' 1 ' * Tolk-Ioto w 

the Testa me Ol.* +\Wwe t,< < '*■'• «’ts anub'^onfl lo this tax. 
It appear* from tin poem 1 U*W that the Muhammadan 
Chiefs had the p:>wvr ot raising thin lax to any amount nt 
their sweel will. Cbund.ftkuuutr mention* an nistoricnl 
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.femtaim in which ft whole Bvaluufa family wa* abmit to lw 
ruim-d by the impossible dtmiand! of ch» Jluhammadin 
Governor in whose jurisdiction he lived, uni they saved them- 
%c f its by shsf iin.it Ui^Lutiuuruhlr ;lhiL hum jin the/ rondiriou of 
uiTeriug the fair bride to the harem of the chief. Ii fa sported 
to mo that lJit? Intreuis of the Muhammadan Governors 
wow sometimes ft lied with lait-1 noting Hindu woiuuo 

recruited in this process, uml the children horn of these 
woitiPii were Bailed “ twjtfrHinrrrfcm fihkfle **—or children or 
ymjftf' okiw iffifirt,' They wei" allowed to inherit proportion 

Olid In ilMume the title of ' l>e«nn‘ by courtesy. The 
in form urs enjoy e it »reu b«o«trs under ^mui.fthelluhammsdin 
Chiefs nod Chnruiwkrmwr wrHe-* tint ih» descendants of 
soini- lit the windHiiki*, tis they ver- ralhul, .(ill enjoy w-nt-frno 
lands u muted to their fiitcevruv'. mi (hi* man hit* 

There seems to he some spuei*! jetkton uhy some of the 
Di'irii; H kltih* to Im xcjihins jn their 

cni» hunt niter fmr Hunhi annum. Tho family 

wnsurisrifnlly in .nylliinlii 1 ban Muhammadan 

hy blood. Its founder KnMil ts ii Uni ..uni* n Muhnnimivlan 

O'tiurt by tl' ■ inn 1 dv in *1 Ilf i priii- ■> wli. brad him. nis 
situ ldin Kluin morriiid SubSi-idri sin* h dsn kiimvn by her other 
iwmo of Sltonu), *i*t«r fll K*■ I r l! >y nf Sri pur, rtne <>f the 
reputed twelve mb ‘<irtta of Hmv'd known ns the M betra 
fthuiftj .(v, ’ Sublmlri " til twu <on> iiotoi'd Adam and Hiram who 
ui .heir turn married their cmion*. daughters of Kedir Roy, 
So the history of this family Him Account ut lava-romance fro in 
the very buginning. Jinny nf the Uawmis, huth on their father's 
nido and on their mother's, hid Ilinlu blood ruunim* in their 

veins. It b nut tlitirafmw iiiinntur.il that they should have a 
pruilHnetion fur TTindn women, i lE course f write ail thin from 


the iwidwiicm found In the ballads themselves which, though 
they have certainly a historical Imsi*. may nut' always 
stand the test of a scrutinizing enquiry 
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J’lie persecution of Mufua by iht Mulinmnnidaii K_;iji mid 
FunHbitf ,at 1>6Wmi J r h»* iiiAiiy )4 PAM Ur I 

iUjtiji Mb) k * * n ^ |,J M**wy of India and jpecintly in I li.il 
of IbijpuUiut. T ornve the indulgence nf my 
raadun iii .| noting i short Rajput bull id, tlrst brought It* 
light by Sip Georg<i Grierson, K.C 1.15., And recdered into 
English verse by the illustrious post Sir Edwin Arnold. 1 
lint! thii in mi article called, 1 The Popular Literature of 
Northern India ’ by Sir George Grierson and published in the 
Bulk 1 tin of the School of OrienLil Studies, VoL 1, Part Ilf. It 
will hi* interesting to note thut much of the trouble which befell 
fuir-looking Hindu women in those days hull their origin in the 
bathing gfiaf, which is the only place where an outsider gets 
an opportunity of string them. Thin wo find in some of tlie 
Uengiiji poems such as Kititnia and Ms Inn ns well os in the 
Rajput lutl bid Sir Georit* 1 Grierson collected the origin a 1 Imlbnl 
from Bihar. Il runs thus; 


"Of eight grout lieum* the bout u.ts wrought, 
With four red row-pin*; — fle-W-jar 1 
When Mirja Sahib .spied il, the Ghaut 
Bhiig ihuti bathing :— i/K.i-i-pr! 

Oh, girl 1 thru hither Mir- chatties bring. 

Who is this Uni hing — Hn^'i-jee 1 
*Th« head of our village i> Horii Singh ; 

“ Tis the Rajrt’s sister 1 *—tlti n^Jee ! 

‘“Run thoru, Barber! mid. Peon ! run thou. 

Bring hilher Ihui Itnjput 1 1 —! 

‘Oh, girls! wlio carry the ebattios, now. 

Which is hi* dwelling * ’— ilu-ri Jee I 

“The dwelling of Uurll Singh look* north. 

And tMirth of the door in n mtid.il tree. 

With arms fast-bmiinf they brought him forth ; 
Salaam to the Mirra!*— f/a-ri-jee ! 
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“ Take, fcluril Singh, ttiU hi--tof gold, 

Ami give mo thy sister, shccI llhugubuLi.’ 

* Tin: Iiutji thy bashirt! ’ In* answered bold— 

My sister’s a Rajput 1 *— Uu-ri-jee \ 

" Homil’s wife came (town from tier house. 

She weep* in the court-yard : ‘cursed be, 

Oh, Bister-in-law, thy hemitimi brows ! 

My husband is I'hniiied f'-i r tlmm ! *— 

11 Now, sistwMn-lnw! of the litm.se keep charge, 
And the duties therein : ' <[Uoth Mhagahnti: 

* For Qori] Binah shill! be ^d at large, 

1 go tn mlcftse Him ! ’ j-jW' 

1 When Hli^Aali eimu- to tli^ Mirjn's hull. 

Low die siilaameit to him -.—‘llu-t i-jee \ 

1 The fetters of Hoi'll Singh let fall. 

If Mirj.t, ’ she said. * thou dosiiest me/ 

* If Mirjiu 1 she said, ’ thou wouJdal have my lov 
Dye me a hride-oJuth Ha-i'ty/'* ' 

'SatTron henuuth mil vermilion above 
Fit fur a Ha i [ml 1 '— l±ti*ri‘jec 1 

“ Mf Mirj.ii. ‘ she said, * l ini fuir in thine eyes 
And mine is thy heart, nmv *— 21>t*ri-jee ' 

■ ComttiiMid me juurelb <d rich device. 

Fit for a RujpuL ’■—I 

* If Mirju,' -die odd, 1 J must do this thing, 
tiuittiiuf my people'—i/tr-rr-Zecl 
*Thw |MkbuU{uin and bearer bring, 

That l go not afoot j mm them 1 ‘ — Un-n-jee\ 

“* Smiling, he bade the dyers baste 
To dye her a brine-cloth ;— Hit-ri-jce ‘ 
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Weeping. Treeping—around her Wft»t 

Bhngakiti bound it ‘—Ilv^jee I 

,J Smiling, he bought from goldsmith 'h bc*l 
Jewels nn pn wile led ;— Hu-n-jt# 

Weeping, weeping on netik and breast 
Bbag&bati clasp*! them y— Ht^ri-jee '■ 

*’ Joyously smilinsr, * Brine forth, hr cried. 
*My gilded palanquin l , —Hv-ri-jee \ 

Bitterly sorrowing, entered tin* bride. 
Beautiful Biiagabati,—I/w-H-fa?! 

“ A toss- and half a toss went they 
And another kos* after,— J/n-W-/*-1 
Then Bhagabatl lhir>tcd s * Itemr- >tay 
l would drink «i the tank here ' — lht~rt-jec 

•• 'Take from my imp/ the Niro* 

* Oh, not to*day wilt t take 1 * quoth >he 
- For this was my father's tank, who w dead 
And it will soon la* distant 1 Ru-ri-jw 

“She quaffed one drought Itom her hollowed 
And again *he dipped it ri-/M 
Then leaped in the water—dark and calm 
And wink from tile sutht nf them ;—fTn*r. 

“Sorely the Mirjn ban ailed, and hid 
Hi* face in Ids cloth, for rage to be 
So mocked : * See, now, in all she (lid 
Bliflualtaii footed me!'— Ifari-jec 

« Grieving the Biirja east a nyt ' 

Drugging the wider,— JJu-yt-jf*' 

Only shflVIs anil weeds did ho £<* 

Shells and bladder-weeds Mit-ri~je* 1 
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“ Laughing. a net cast ETotil Singh 
Dragging I he water ! 

Lo ! at the first sweep, up they bring 
Dead, cohl UtiagaWi—fair to «ce ! 

“ Laughing homeward the Rajput wends, 
Chewing hi* betel: f T'or now,'—quoth he. 
* In honour thi? leap of Bhagabati ends 
Throe generations [ r — Hu-ri-Jee ! 111 
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Util ififi? Tcuft i* 
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Wa need not comment on the inaccurate render!ties 
of some line* nr the text, though otherwise it is a very hnpny 
immktim. Evidently this ballad has many point, of 
similarity wit h that of *' Dewan Bhabna M 
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It Is usual to ;il racial character to the oppression* 

mentioned in smile of the bulbuls. But I 
^ST^SKr u£ tliiuk the oppressions were indiscriminate 
rafi: " 1 and autocratic, rather than peculiar to 

Muhammadan bigotry. In Malua we find the Muhammadan 
Kail sentenced U< death by impalement at the orders of 
Dowau Jab in Mr. There U no difference, from the point of 
vfew Of justice, between thU order and that of death passed 
on Chnndhinud by the The Eiudu karkoo*'* treat¬ 

ment of Kaimtla iu the ballad named after hor is by no 
means lea* heinous than that of the Muhammadan Kaji lo 
Maltut. In those days much depended on the will of the 
autocrat; it was not sate to provolte him. and in this the 
Mulmrumednn and llvudu subjects laboured under the same 
disadvantage. Due should be reminded of the Hindu Dewaii 
of Biiatl, described in the Maiuamati hunga,—of the treat- 
meat received by Raja Cropichuiidni at Liu* hands of If ini, 
the harlot,—of the atrocities committed by Chnod Boy 
uf Goimlwur us narrated in the Premhiias, of thu manner in 
wbich th> Raja >1 Simhal is said t*i have punished Dhnunpnti, 
described by Mukundamm, and of many instance? of perfidious 
villainy committed by the flitulu dtleMn power, described in 
the Uhimn amin gnl poems,—in order to come to the conclusion 
that the Hindu and Muhammadan autocrab- used to oppress 

■ i ftrw f«f» Ff* 6 t*i FtaSi 
*t*fa mi'i# tail i<* 
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^ -iff m c*t w* «tifi m 
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people alike and that all sunk oppressions had no tearing 
on religious or racial comide ration#. Of course, as the Muham¬ 
madan power became gradually established in the country, 
they represented the autocratic etemeni in a numerically 
larger proportion It. was the fault of the administrative 
system of those days. The Do warm of -Juagalbari wore 
sometimes very friendly to the Hindus who elected them as 
judges and arbitrators oven in their own social matters. iJewan 
Tlirahim Khun who died about a century ago, spent 1U. 30,000 
at My mo rising for getting the whole of the Mahafahnrate 
rend and explained before the public hy competent Hindu 
pundits. This will show the catholic Hews of the illustrious 
family even in religion* matter^. lln* poet-* •>{ My mousing 
hnve faithfully narrated the story of Sure 
JSKSSffS between the youthful nice and women of 
1l0th the communities and they found nothing 
objectionable in it. The love between Mamtu* Khatnu and 
Kalidws lietweeu Sulih^dra and Islni Khan uid that between 
the daughters of Kcdnr Hoy and lh. princes, Adam and Hiram, 
have been described by the Muhammadan poet who wrote iho 
Iwllnd of tahu Khan. The blind putt Fakir Falju describe 
the love of Adhua Sundari, the daughter of the Brahmin 
Raja Duharaj for the youthful Dewaii <d Lhtniiuthang. These 
stories arc in the form of songs which were Ming by profes¬ 
sional rhapsodies before the Hindus and Muhammadans of the 
localities where the events actually happened. The p*»ls 
wrote the narrative* without being influenced by bigotry, 
hence no one took objection to vvhst they wrote, lu 
modern times the minds of both the communities have teen 
embittered to a certain extent. W* find that Home of the 
Muhammadan writers delight in giving pictures of Hindu 
women in love with Muhammadan*, us a retaliation tor llankim 
Chalterji’s tic lineal ion of the character of Ayeshu. THieu the 
story is written by a member of one community in an unbiased 
mind, and not got-up with a motive to humiliate the other, it 


Ixiiv 


M V M ENStNG BA LLA DS 


can give no offence, ns we find the case in theso ballads of 
My mousing. But malice:, spite or bigotry should not inspire 
a writer whether a Hindu or n Muhammadan. We should try 
to bring amity and good feelings to both the sections of our 
population—a state of things which, I am glad to find, existed 
in this country in the days gone by 

The sorts of punishments given in those days were crude, 

rwrirtiTumf not t0 ffl J ttoy were sometimes cruel and 
inhumane to the extreme. People wane then 
buried alive, and the treatment given to the prisoners was often 
harrowing. Tliest: were, of course, not peculiar to Bengal 
alone in the I <th and Isth centuries. In that age crude and 
cruel systems of punishment were prevalent in all countries. 
We find in the songs under review that the Muhammadan and 
Hindu chiefs used to keep a prison in their capitals called, 

' fiheon-thata' «r the murder-house. There the prisoners 
were taken lion ml in chains, and stones of crushing weight were 
placed upon their breasts. One of the usual punishments 
given by a Hindu Itaja to a Muhammadan was to pluck hit 
lieard by force in that cruel predicament. Ants were 1st lose 
to hi to the unhappy man, and often his nose and cam were 
cut off. A fire was made in the cell giving rise to volumes 
of smoke which nearly suffocated the prisoner. Chillies were 
burnt there which tormented him nLJ the while. Front the 
beginning of the ISth century (he country presented a uni¬ 
versal seen® of flagrant injustice which gradually developed 
into what hm* been called in a copper-plate inscription ‘ the 
ynatsyanfiya’' The oppressions on Zemindars by Mureidkuli 
Khan reached n climax. The ° Baihtmtha ” into which ihu 
Zemindars were thrown was h horrible place very naturally 
dreaded by the princely people of the country. In 1720 
Krishna prasad Nag, an ofllwr of the Zemindar of Daskfanhiuiuv 
(Shorjmr) was arrested for non-payment of revenue and this 
was followed liv the arn-st of hie master, Surya Naravan 
Choudhury who was stripped of his clothes, till tmde entirelv 
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naked and cruelly flagged, In fact, the cruelties inflicted on 
him u ore no severe that lie gave up all claims to his Zemindary 
and thus made a nirambh escape The Zemindar of Kagmari, 
J Indru Narayan Chaudhury% unable lo lH?ar ^ncli oppressions* 
gave up Hinduism and became a Muhammadan under the 
name of InatuUa ChoudhurL The %m Rajas of Busang, 
mere children, were arrested for non-payment of revenue 
and ordered to have twenty stripe* of whip on their hack 
every day till they cleared their arrears. Their old servant 
Huma Charan Nandi volunteered to bear this punishment on 
himself and submit tod to twenty stripes daily for a long time 
nil ho was on the verge of death. Hut aa the due* could hot 
Ik? still paid, it was ordered that the young children (the 
Rajas) should lx? placed in the mouth uf a cannon and blown 
off, 1 On the day fixed for the merciless massacru of the lads* 
the cannons oi the British Raj were heard on the Borigangn, 
roaring out I heir promise to ^iv** the 1 country rrom anarchy, 
JI Hnnrs- the period (1705-1772^ writes Mr. Maifthman in his 
1 History of Bengal, 1 "there could scarcely be said to have 
Won any government at all/' 

The favours of mm in power wrrr often m great as 
their punishments. The K.aji at the Magistrate could give 
redemption to a favoured individual from all pimLsbtnentS 
for all offences up to isuven murders, The privileged person 
could do almost whatever liked in a particular locality. 

But good ruler* wer*: not unknown, and the loyalty 
i^ rm{ evoked by ihtsir kind and just admini- 

stmt ion i« Feelingly described in these ballad*, 
and in the Dharmamangal and other old Bengali poems. 
We find in the Sanskrit work Sriharfllia Charit written by 
Jkm T tLat when the Raja died many of bis nobles gave up 
their lives in sorrow £ome Hung themselves from thi? tap* 
of buildings and expired* Others took poison or drowned 
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themselves. This reminds us of the general grief leading 
to suicides in Japan on the death of a Mikado. The loyal 
feelings erinsed in this way are peculiarly oriental, shewing 
that the kings and chiefs of the country, true to the tradi¬ 
tions of a lUumchandra and an Asoka sometime* possessed 
the talisman by which the? could com] nor the hearts of the 
people as they could conquer enemies by their weapon#. In 
the MainamAti songs the general grief of the people described 
at the adoption of the rows of » m my as by Gopiohundra, 
though exaggerated, shows how a good Raja was loved by 
his subjects. In those ballads we have such accounts again 
and again. In the song of Surat Jamal and Adltua, the 
grief of the people at the desen ion of Banmchang by Dewan 
Alai Khan and at the departure of young Jamal for meeting 
ti tragic death at Delhi, recall the very language of the 
Gcpichandm ballad. The Raja sometime® loved their subjects 
as their own children and the subjects did not fail to 
reciprocate thi love with all the warmth of their souls. 
The grief not only pervaded the men mid women of the 
whole country but it is said, "even the birds stopped 
their songs, the rivulets ceased running their course and the 
beasts would be refraining from gracing in the fields." Thera 
n no doubt much poetic exaggeration in all this, but the 
extreme *>ntinu*ntaUty of our people oftentimes inspires 
poetic fancy. During the It nsso* Japanese war the Mikado 
was ff-r some reason or other sod for a day or two. The report 
of ihjv sadness * ( thu kiln: was received by the city with the 
utmost t‘i«n.vi‘ ami uni? lady is said to have actually cow - 
milled ssucidt' lu our country too, such loyal feelings are 
(juitr p id ! • we find from tbo accounts given bv linn, 

T ! at there was a limit to the people's power of suffering 
oppressions by numerate is evidenced by 
numerous episodes described in the ballads. 
1 [ere in Hangul tbe people elected Copal a® 
their king in tbe ttth century at a time when the country 
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was groaning under anarchy. The (tbhichar performed by 
the subjects of Uauik Chandra, when His minister began to 
maltreat them, was the result of a combined action on the 
part of (be people, showing a spirit of revolt against oppression. 
That is, of course, a Fable. Hut these fables often lime 
faithfully reflect actual politics. Whan Gopi Chandra took 
hb he wished that during his absence for twelve 

twits, Khetn, his half-brother, should reign in hb stead. 
But Khetu knew the popular mind and said to the Itaju 
that unless he announced his regency by a general pro¬ 
clamation the people might not accept him as their ruler. 
Uajn Gopi Chandra did this ; but yet. the subjects would not 
agree to accept Khetu as theii Ilija. They said that he was 
a low-horn follow and did menial service in the palace* How 
could they submit U> Hit? rule of such a man ? One of the 
principal ryots tauntingly raid that he would keep the 
payment of government revenue in iil^yuiite for the twelve 
years and pay ii to Gopi Chand on his return, but not 
lo the 'lave K hulii by any moans. Though in the 
ballad-, of My me using we fUul instances of great oppres¬ 
sion by the chiefs, in most (vises the people 1 *?ing quite 
powcile** to tcsisl l hern, there nrc <Ncasiuunl descriptions of 
popular unity md wtdl-cnnevrted plans Ui defeat the objects 
of if . ■ . n* When young .1 nu if led lliu army <»f 

Llih5,.,liihiihng again*-! his uncle Ibru.m I fnbil nl Ban inditing 
which mis being terribly oppressed by tin latter, the 
p..0jdH ■< the dly iJe— iIt'll ilndi chief mid \ !:• 1 tin young 
prince 

[■ V- .. u >• litef -mi!' ryots -y daring ns I * uH' their 
rdiiTiou friuu - riiml xiUiti'iiQe by at tint king the police rut 
nt the Ka'i employed in currying out bis orders. In ihn 
siium ballad wo find Malmis kinsnu-ti attacking tlewiiu 
Jahangir Mimujlf in III* I mat and carryins her away by 
iwmanltiu^ tin llewflH ami hi' jwnphf Tliw* kinsmen 
la:tunned tn the caste of ltd-’ Au. - 'r/uc, wlm MOf still powerful 
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in M vmviHtug und known fur their combi i un I action lo resist 
oppressions from outside. 

In fuel, l ho spirit of recult was in the air - if Bengal. 
Thy historical an nuts of this country have recorded ifm 
valorous deeds of Pratapudityn and Si tarn m ns rebels of ihe 
ttrsi rank. Oaud Khan, the eldest son of Kulidus (iajjduni. 
true to the Kshntriyit spirit of his father, died lighting for 
in dependence in 1576 A. i). lCulidnsV second son Ishu Khan 
also showed extraordinary courage uml mart hi l skill in ti^hr- 
ing with Akhnr though he was eventually won over hy the 
Lin per or by gentle ways of 1 ov u uuii friendship- lint the 
descendants of Kulidas tiujdiini kept up tin* fiery Hjririi of revolt 
for a long time and no when- dn wg find this so powerfully 
expressed as in the bullait of Firoj Khan. This urohmous 
young man was ever alive to tlm glories of his ancestors and 
thought of nothing else in the litsi yours of Ins rule except 

UH how to make himself independent .. th*r control of 

Delhi. He stopped paying revenue* to ih« Km purer and 
fought again*! the force ■ ! Delhi that cooperated with 
Omar Khan, the Dewun oi lAjpui 

Dio bullml* slum it very clearly that tin Ifaipunin of 
Delhi had grxid many tough lights with not 
***** *" h (Mt, only tu« Eulers of Bengal, hut with her 
* mailer chiefs such as Kodnr Boy mul 
I'll™ Khan Them was always a dunniiul mode on the 
^sources of Bengal if the Frapemr required help from 
nuts id c in the warfare! that constantly engaged him. \\V 
ftud such a demand on Dcwan Alai Khun for ten 
thousand soldiers made hy an urgent Imperial mandate 
from Delhi. 

Eulers of Bengal often went to the Court of Delhi tu 
lodge their nomphuuts for just nr imagined ramies. Kaolin 
Kay of Jcsnore, we know , wanted such help from Jahangir. 
Omar Khmi wont to Delhi and brought a furee frmu :ht-r« 
to fight uuniien l-'iro? Khan of Jangalbari 
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Fighting women ho often form the nubjecl In Bengali 
poems that f am inclined to beltore that 
rifiitui* «mnM!L whs ft real Anil historical tradition in the 

country, of females fighting in the 1 wit tie. In some of the old 
luanitHcript* of the Bengali Mahahharot we fled Br.iupudi 
fighting in the field of Kuruhshetr*. In the Bengali 
Raimaynna not only do we Hud the fjueeu of Mahiravan 
engaged in n, Untid-to-hithd light with Hnmiiiian, but in some 
of the Ramnyaoic songs Situ tights with the hydm*heudfid 
IIavfin of Stetndivip and overcome* him. These are, however, 
purely mythological stories Imt we cannot snv the same thing 
of the fight waged by Kalingd, n daughter of Ilaripal, against 
Lau Sen and o£ that of (ho T)om woman Laksbyd against 
thi! army of flour, sent tO take the fort of Mniniignfh by 
force,—described in the Dhnrmnmnngal poems: that Vith 
Rating* and IMshyd fought in the Hold «jci>h to lw historical 
facts though the deUils of the narrative are no doubt 
poetical inventions. Here in the but lads wc limlSakhintf fight¬ 
ing against the Delhi army, sent in aid of KellaTajpur, and 
the tiro daughters of Redur Roy taking up arms in their 
hands and billing men in order to wva Adam and llirmn. 
These Incidents refer to histories! facts which happened in 
comparatively recent times. 


IX 

Society— 'Arts. Culture and Sports. 

The statu of society revealed in this lileralura of IcilhuK 
shows Home of the excellent features of the 
fclwatimiitf rar;i | pnplo or Bengal. The tv!Mien especially 

am endowed with power of endurance, devotion tn trulh 
and n spirit of renunciation "lifob incites our adoliration. 
It is also noteworthy that though the characters :iro mostly 
of agricultural and trading cl wsee, womffU Mo el way* sbomi 
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■* living received *utnu degree at eduuatton. Women in the 
Brahmin families used to road stripling in Sanskrit, and 
Cfaaml rival i, whose laming end power n* writer fire historical 
facts, was. f believe no except [Dual case. Malun, though a 
woman of trie JT£)£ KairarU caste, knew how to write letters, 
ami Karim 14 ami her aunt were fairly literate, l-'reru the 
uwtarnw of IChulhinn, the merchant's wife in the Cliaudi 
Karya, and similar diameters in other poems we find it 
established Lhal the IIinilu> never neglected to give mi average 
education to their cirri in these days. Mr. Long in Ilia 
‘Descriptive Catalogue of Bengali books’ wrote that from ITDO 
to 1S.>0, the arithmetical fornmltp of Suiihankap, the Bengali 
Cooker, were taught in forty thousand vernacular nohnok 
There was a system its comprehensive jn its scope, as 
conducive in culture, in which both women and men had 
opportunities of receiving a workable knowledge of letters in 
their childhood; and the testimonies of those liallads confirm 
this fact. In Knjalrekha we have a graphic account of the 
training which the young women of noble families received in 
the culinary art and in painting. (Canto XV.} 

Tim Bengali* are now hi tire background in tfio matter of 
Aft tin] !Tnrfit*4rf. art and Industry. The old history is forgotten 
and there ri no means left to us to haw a 
full account of tiur culture in theso things. We once dazxled 
ibe world by our fine workmanship in cotton fabrics and in 
silver and gold wares. Streamed with n hundred river*. 
Eastern Bengal is not tire proper soil for the undertaking of 
artistic masonry works on any large wale. Her rivers would 
not allow bar to build a Tajmahal. [f any rich man ever 
attempted to build a city of palaces „„ the treacherous 
bulks of the Padma, the Brahmaputra rir Dhnlpswuri, they 
tavitw. w<,aW a«ume the form of a Kirt madia or 
" l>«*tfoy«r of fame " and make the rich man's 
dreaiti in marble vanish by their ever iggnstfru nltacku* Bui; 
with a less ambitions project the Bengali artist to build bis 


introduction 


lnui 


unmatched tt*npatcKB with curvilinear roofing*, which, woorf- 

mg to Ferguawn, bars bn imitated from Bengal all over 

tiro world, There ire graphic descriptions of some of these 
tom-tom m the wn^ under review. The ballad of T*lm K hart 
particularly gives a very ottracliv* account. Tiro pillars we 
undorstaad, were made or crystal*. The interiors of the roof, 
were covered with the feat*™ of the king-nshers, the crones 
or the pea-coclx The deem were cased with gold in rich 

'"T nT 69 '. 7 h, re ' m Bm ' ™*»W*tp «r sold on the 

roofs. The wlntbw* and Mhuttewwew pro,^ and 

. " lth e^miea of rations designs. Tim walls,,o me . 

l ”7 '” ade ° f tlmt * h m»o Hue .lecomtiTo designs 

made of cane, were covered by artistic niala of varioufi ^ 

, Ca 7 T' nT particularly good f„ r tbi, purpose and 
employed for all fine works. Great labour and cS were 

u't 'nL r - completion of thesewhich sememes 
2 ^*™““*i* Ihe earth with their coloured wio^ 

represented by tiro curvilinear roofs made of gay feather^ 
llro pea-cqok and other birds. In the countryside this dream 
of a Aunynfe^ whtclt th^* old artists 0 f Bengal dreamt and 
actnaUy lm. t with subtle art t has now vanished, but we may 
still hud m the interior of our country the descendants of Out¬ 
wits te and cutting and embellishing 

he cane and bamboo-sticks for construction of their irngatetc, 
which, when completed, look far more beautiful than the 
crude and unshaped mass of the corrugntcd-iron structures 
which have ner driven the old traditional artof Ben^i from 
Iror field [he description, of ship* i n thehalMof Bbehm 

are magnificent and give a r*ir idea of the arils lie talent of 

oar people. 

The sports and pastimes nf tiro Hindi, socieiy have ever 
Sport* ,n4 p**iin*f been ut^ocictwl with religion. That the 
jieople won- passional dy fond of festivities 
can no better be illustrated than by the tact that thev 
somMimes gave their babies as security to the money-tend™ f Dt 
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loans in order to perform tin? Dnrgn Puju in the house. 
(Malnn, Cfwito I. L *,) Bont*refi*s were n favourite sport, 
and men who could afford it, kept tin? long ranee-shaped imftts 
for facing in the rivers on which their houses stood. 
(Miilua, Canto VIII, U. 49*50.) \ reference to fighting hulls, 

as h favourite pastime, is abo found in one or the poems 
(Muhta, Canto VIH, 1. M>), 

fConU hunting was by far r he most favoured sport ami also 
nit avocation with many for earning Their 
livelihood. The hunting of Ko>'t\ was greatly 
encouraged by the artUtocracj, ami there arc even now many 
people in lint ilisivici of Mymensing, who enjoy rent-free 
lands earned hy iheir iinv-’sters for their skill in hunting with 
these birds. We find in Malm that the hero, who was an 
expert JEW-himter, obtained a grant of con* idem big reut- 
Iree lands from the Dewan Sahib of Jahangirpiir for life 
proficiency in the arb Trained tuto'd* were also the carriers 
of loiter?. At n time when one village was separated from 
another by forests infested with venomous snake* and ferocious 
animals, no less than with robbers, a trained ATom was very 
valuable as a carrier of messages. 

As hord* hunting forms an interesting subject in some 
of Ilia ballads, I give a summary of the articles recently 
published in two of the leading Bengali journals on the subject, 
by writers who evidently speak from their own observation of 
the game as prevalent in Eastern ben gal. 1 

AVri-hun'ing was at one time the oraae of the 
Mymensmg people. This curious bird has many points in 
common with I he gaUimite, though it does not belong to that, 
species. It isg«ncrally of a larg-s sizo. being one font and n half 
In height. From the Imvk to the tall the bird measures fifteen 
Inches. Its leg is strong and thick as a two-anna silver piece, 
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1-Vim knee-joint to fuel, the leg rnttaMiru* Ilirwe to four inches 
and attoi e the joint Are to six. It ho# four claws in each foot. 
These are crooked, strong and sharp. 

The Itenk i> one and n hnlF inches long :md above it, 
stretching to the forehead r is its fine cmat—a thin piece of 
protruding Uesh of deep red which adorns the head. This 
crest h more beautiful than that of u cock, r tfie eves of 
the bird aw bright and playful It has a tong neck, 
resembling a crane’s, though not so thin. The fwithers near 
the breast are black and on the sides ash-coloured. They 
grow bright and glossy after winter. These birds ure vary 
ferocious. The adage hi the countryside is " Two fiord* can 
not live together in the same swamp." [ f ihu boys are 
pugnacious, the old men call them '* Imlly Korun” If a 
Kot'd hoars the sound of another it gats angry and starts to 
fight. The sound of the ITcuvl is deep and solemn ; it U like 
the roaring of » cluud. At the advent of the rains, it tills 
the air, with iu solemn cries which gradually got louder. 
The sound b not at nil shrill. It rather resembles the cranking 
of a raven. The raven’s afnmd is not pirns?mi Eo the ear, 
but while the Kora* sou ml rises lu u far higher [joint, 
it has a majesty and sweep which bears no comparison 
with the raven's ; it produces a solemn impression. The 
roaring of thunder is inspiring to the bird, and makes it 
send up those wild cries which are sometimes heard from a 
distanceuf two mites, filling the hunter's soul with strange 
excitement. From April to July, the KorA is in the hey-day of 
its health and spirit. From August it begins to lose strength; 
its feathers fall off tad the crest loses its deep red nod 
dwindles away leaving u faint trace like A yellow ribbon. 

Thu cage of it trained AW kept covered with u blue 
cl at h, A W-hunting has been a favourite spjr l in many con Ulrica. 
The bird U trained by the hunters to decoy its fellows and 
pursue game. Thu AW-hunting ut a most exciting spectacle. 
Here is an account by im eye-witness. *' It was August, 
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our eanaU mid marshes wort all Hooded over by the nius; ou 
tiie north of uiij' home wusa road of the District Board and close 
to liiis road w«> a beautiful swamp. [t» area was about one 
stjuare mile. In thu middle uf (ho swamp were to be seen water- 
lilies of all kinds in full bloom and mrrouudinu it lay exten¬ 
sive rioe-lteMs. The swnmp was n resort of the gtwse, the 
gal bunk 1 and various other water-fowls, As I walked over 
the toad-side with sume friend-, f saw , tfuhiumnadan hunter 
enter tlie swamp with cautious steps with A trained JKord 
in his hand. This raised our curiosity mid we stepped lhere 
to observe his doings. The huntsman entered deep down 
the swamp till its water came up to his neck und thou placed 
the cage of the bird on the weeds and plants with which the 
surface of the water was overgrown. Here he let his trained 
KorA tly lip in the air. With the wands and water-plants he 
thoroughly covered hislwad md i summed unseen for some 
time in that posture. The hunter always hides himself 
in this way and remains close to lib own bird. The wild 
A'tW is far more powerful than the trained one. So if help 
is not received in time, it runs the risk of being torn tu pieces 

hy its adversary 

Being Free from the cage the trained Kora seat its deop 
mid far-reaching cry * Onrtif^dhop-tihop ' in the air. It was 
a challenge and like lightning How a wild Kori from 
thu other side of the swamp and attacked the trained 
bird. I remember distinctly the figure of the wild SoM sv* 
it came roaring In groat rage, with its head and neck bent to 
ill e right side. And In n moment the terihle light began. 
They held each other in close grip, causing wounds on each 
other's body hy (heir sharp and long claws and wounding 
each other with their beaks. They whirled like Hy-shut ties on 
the surface of the water in close contact, throwing up spray 
on all sides. Just at that moment the hunter came out of 
the water* plan La —and held both thu birds fast in hia hands. 
Then he brought them to the Ijauk and extricated cue from 
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the other with greftl difficulty. We found that Iwlh lho 
Kuratt wore more or loss wounded during I he short flirht and the 
hunter’s body also bnre signs of the contact with the sharp claws 
of the birth*, I saw him covered with big leeches and blood 
gushing forth from his body. But in different to all physi¬ 
cal pain, he looked triumphant, over the came lie had secured. 1 

It is very difficult to secure ihr young of Kora. The 
hunter steals eggs from the nest of the birds and hatches 
thorn in a curious manner, tic ploee* four or five eggs iu 
u cocoanui shell, after hiving filled it with cotton. This 
shell with egg* inside it, he tightly fits with a piece of 
cloth to his abdomen and keeps it in close contact. The 
eggs are hatched in this way Tor twenty or twenty-five days, 
and the great hardships which the hunter -ulTar? may he 
easily conceived. He seldom takes bath during all this time 
only washing his head now* and then when he feels giddy, Night 
and day, sleeping or awake, the him dug u is kept tight and often 
the hunter is attacked with dy-'iitory and other disease*, The 
hunting by menu* of a ktra is a dangerous game exposing one 
to scrpenl-bite as the hirds make their runt* in jungly place * 
near water full of weeds, infested hy venomous *> nukes. 
We have an instance of snake-bit* in the caw* of Chand 
Binod engaged in tom-hunting, meulitmed in the hallad Gf 
Malua (Cantu XVIII), and the writers of the Articles here 
refer to many points besides which are .substantiated by the 
accounts in the ballad*. 

In the I6th and 17th centuries Jtorojt were frequently 
engaged as carriers of messages. Tlio trained koras wore once 
in great demand in the countryside. An ordinary kora is now 
sold for twenty to twenty-five ruptje.s. But in olden times, 
whan a passion fur hunting hy these bird' wn* the prevailing 
fashion and when difficulties of Handing massage* to * 
distant place were great, those birds sometimes used to 
lie sold at enormous prices. One of the Dewana of Itna 
lately made the gift of a rent-free property to a hunter as 
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tho price of a trained kora ; another Zemindar offered an 
elephant to a hunter ;u the price of the bird. 

In Malua, the kora conies frequently on the scene show¬ 
ing itself as a trusted messenger in times of emergency, and at 
otilers, with its whrioks and cries from neat the flowering 
Kadamba plants, bringing in the inevitable poetic associations 
of the rainy season. 

Another important and fashionable pastime with the 
higher classes of people in the Itith century 
’" t wan sporting with pigeons. Graphic and 

vivid accounts of these occur in the second 
part of the Chandi Kavyi, where the merchant Dhanapati 
appear as the leader of the sportsmen. His party consists of 
alioni two dozens of young bids, his friends, who all go, carried 
on HoMhvt silver-palanquins borne on the shoulders of men. 
They all get down on a plain and, keeping the female 
pigeons in their bands, let loose the male ones, anil the lads 
make a deafening noise by clapping their bunds. The loud noise 
frightens the male pigeons aiul though their consort* nre left 
behind they cannot return for fright. But sometimes love 
proves a mure powerful factor, and that pigeon, which, inspite 
of the clappings and the noise comes luck to the female bird 
first, of all is declared victor of the Held, and its owr^er wins 
the prize, Sometime* a trained pigeon is pursued by vultures, 
and in that case the owner, inspite of tile thorns and briers 
of the forest path, goes running in great speed heedless of all 
danger making itigm* to the bird to light on the earth. The 
poet Mukuinlaram describes fifty-four birds engaged in these 
sports of Dhanapati, each called by a different name, to which 
the birds are trained to answer. 

X 

The Poetical and Ethical Value of the Songs. 

When a Bengali poet, vowed in Sanskrit lore, strives to 
excel in bia description of Nature, w« know too well from 
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our Renaissance* literature what to expect from him ; long 
and monotonous accounts of roomings and evenings with a 
catalog Lie of flower-plants, not omitting the hutter-tlre* and 
the liees sucking honey from them—stereotyped and hack¬ 
neyed figures of speech, copied from the earlier writers or 
what is worse, from Sanskrit classics—exhausting all resources 
of culture end obstructing the coima of the narrative by 
wearisome diversions—these tax ihu patience 
of the renders to the utmost and create an 
apprehension at the outset, as if the des¬ 
cription was never coming to an end. 

But when we come to these ltallad-monger*, we are con¬ 
vinced that cominonsense is hy no means the monopoly of the 
learned; in fact we somutimes find the exact contrary to he 
the ease. The rural bards do not sit down with the resolve 
to denot'd* Nature ami say something fine; they never write 
anything for the sake of display. In the course of a narrative 
of human action. Nature serves the purpose of a background, 
never mad*? obtrusively prominent, but she often captures us 
being revealed by line touches, all suddenly, as if by lightning- 
llosh,—presenting a gay panorama of landscape views token at 
snapshot. So we sue the sky of a summer day with streaks 
of sun's rays coming oul of the clouds diffusing an intensified 
heat, a phenomenon so common in our tropical climes,—the 
falcon 1 by its wild cries breaking the mid-day sleep of a fatigued 
wayfarer under the dowering Kudamba tree—the village 
tanks with its transparent water, surrounded by fences of 
thorny plant*,—the ham boo-groves with sprouts shooting forth 
from them and boughs of mango-trees bending under ripe 
fruit* and giving a resting place to the ravens and cuckoos 
whose croakings and ettoings oiler their contrast alternately 
like the voice of old men singing in chorus with young lads. 
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Wlien * rilbge-giri bathes in the river-ghat. the poet fej 
amazed fit s<?cing her 1 1 lack eve* nuti he knows net whether to 
admire the Hack waters of the river. the btnck Hood* of the 
sky or the glanceof her hinck eyes most. 

Tak^ for instance, the line in * ILania and Lila,’ in the 
description of the rain*: H «tc«E{ PlNra ^ wrpi/' 
picturing the season ns a fair damsel with n golden vessel in 
her hand : t he lightning is the gold that sparkles from her 
pitcher of water. Nothing could lie more indicative of the 
force of September mins in lids country than the line which 
^avs that tin* flood of SWitu forcibly carries onwards i he huge 
blocks or atone in its way (wturi ^ 

I'here is n bird In this country called the “ bou-kntlin-kao " 
or " Oh-bride-speak.'" The poet says. ■* Heedless of the 
thunder-bolt Overhead and wet with Septembcr-rab does 
the grief-stricken bird wander about the way tide, crying 

*Qh bride spank' to appear her wrath.’ 1 | ntoR?| *TS1 f*0 

aTPI i At 5FVII =50 5|ftt «<t*l ) When speak¬ 
ing of a lady in auger, lh« poet says, "it seems that a 

garden of flower* wn* ■>» fire.” It bring* the whole glow of 
purple on the brow* and cheeks of a fair damsel vividly 
to the mind’s eye. When a womnn die* of her Jove, the 
poet compares her to a lily killed by November frost; the 
line"^ tfm wife nsta? hn* all the efegnnU of 

modem ityle <tila and Kantm, Canto 22, p. 240.) The sweet 
and gentle glance of a girl showed hor innermost thought iw 
*’th<* mnon-heww of October show the very bottom of * 
river " ( fc 5T® tffa ONI? JtfT? -*Bf| ") fc nn exipiisite 
instance of sparkling poHry. And the following passage (n 
Mnlua, writ ten a Wit BOO years ago, k as fre<ih u n 
coin position of t<udav 

"Sweet Is sugar-candy and dm «weet-meat, sweet is also the 
water of the Geng«t,— sweeter than these is the milk In 
the cncuaruu 8w(*etly COim-s ill* happy day after tile hour of 
sorrow and swwter than nil these j* the h*t treasure found, 
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and. thtf Mfflfnj of «■ haby 11 iotiely bouse. B’i.t sweeter l ^ An 
all and incomparably sweet is the union between )«**■ *itot 
parting" (Main*. Canto XIV, Id. U»5-U2 } **«* ptf* 

war* already in I he air; fox U-n- Imfor? Main* wM 

written, similar «mtimenfe Imd lieen espresssd in the Mtiuin. 
ratiti son^ though ^ ■ crude and lew uUborate style lt»opi- 
cbnndift. BttibAo Khambt, p, OT, Calcutta University). 

'Hirousti nil ibese narmtivm, Bengal, with her vast rivets, 

her dead pools and tier red awl 

her white Kh**« and yellow .<!*«. ^UH W»m "Jverms 
over her sky—with her evergreen nlirnhs and Haw of rains 
with her ostie women hailing ( heir lords with festive 

wnx* when the latter returned home at tli« close of the 

November <hy, trithgoWfln tftf* of new ripe omps hanging 

down from their heads,—the piptuwiqia- Be^d, «»n « 
thousand time, Imt never grown old* appear agnin and agjutt 


with ?* new' charm ever}' Mm«» 

flbwnr In J^r garden I*. howwr, » “ J" 

uf a woDlirh- tTru * 

TVi fdHut c^n»fi^rr woman of Beaijiil jlreH to siiitt 

acoqiiing Itu* uuntere of m mwtl* in 
Chandrtuiti; we liud her dying in sikjit grief, shot by ihe 
flower-arrows of Cupid, without a word, in t*tl» : we itnd Uer 
a« t iin rising to a towering nmr in Main* when tempted by a 
devilish mam a mg* that express itself in ******* 
unmatched wealth of language We find tun- again in kitmala, 

taking a review or he* lif« [l > !t *P e,?ch wh,oh ' for pRth< ^' 
elegance anil guarded modesty U wonderful *Mxe*»*& to ™ 
Msemtily of wise men who au to give judgment over her, a 
the ' TVwan Bhatmn ‘ Somii swallows her bumlt and imapMk- 
able sorrow- lik* (he very poison which end" h*w UfV ; nnd 1,1 
Kajalrekhn, she U like a statue, doomed to suffering hill com¬ 
manding admiration by her incomparable modesty and fenunme 
-wee. Everywhere she i> lovely, everywhere »he is admursblr 
by her in*rur-lik* qualities and everywhere «he is a nirai^i 
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% ure *<*>. * poclio vision and wander. The render, l am 
afraid, will lose much of tbe beauty of tlm original in my 
poor Engfeh renderings. I will finish thi* discourse by 
quoting a passage from the hniiads of Firoj Khan. Sakbina, 
the wife of Firoj Klum, expect* her husband to return from 
the battlefield-*e victor. She speaks her mind to Item, 
6.Mii.u. who, however, has already heard bud news 

about him, but keeps silent; 

fio Daria, go fast, bring Champa (lowers and roses from 
our garden, I will weave a garland for my husband who is 
coming bock a* victor." 

" Go Daria, go fast, and bring water for q/«; I will 
reserve it in proper place for him when he returns homo a 
victor." 

Do Darin, go fust and bring a fan of mica and place it on 
his bod ; I will sit by and fan him when be returns a Wet nr." 

" Go Daria, 20 fast, bring bottle* f„|| 0 f attar and other 
scents iiiado from rose for my husband He will have need 
of them after the fatigue of war." 

Prepare, oh Darin, line betels with spices, and fill a 
golden box with thorn for iny husband." 

' Audi go fast Daria, ami bring dust from the mosques of 
five saint*. 1 will mark his forehead with it a* a token of 
their blessings, when he will return a victor," 

‘ fa9t ’ °k ao to the wjvea or the saints and 

convey my salaam to them," 

* * v * 

"'Vhy, oh Daria, why is it. that there k no amile on 
your bps to-day ? ** 

-* But taka heart, you will he happy, when you will see 
him a victor, come home again." ’ 

The tragedy and the sequel of this enthusiasm can be 
better conceived than expressed. 

ffnti nrfriri m *fr« irrftra \ 
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lmaeinutiou loves to duel! upon the picture of Sftkliinn 
dvin- on hows-bacV,-killed not hr * hundred bullets which 
fell powerlcM against the steel amour that protected her brave 
heart wnlered” Invulnerable by it* love.-not by a hundred 
swordsdirected ngubist her tb»l fl«Hb<;el like funeral Ares around 
a but by n cruel letter of divorce boarin; tbe 

and sugnaiare of her nun dear lord 1 Sakhina dyins? on 
horse-buck is a symbol of nuptial love with all its old-world 
charm—n theme of epic grandeur worthy to lw painted by ft 
Raphael and *11115 by an Orpheus. She is a martyr to that 
fore which if invulnerable gainst nil physical force*, nay, 
triumphant over them, vet so sensitive end delicate thaUt 
catmot for a moment I war the loss of its supremo faith 1 

The field of /W/u Tujpur. holier in our «yi* than Karlwik 
or KnruVrtwtm, i< in the western limits of the sub-division of 
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frsn wia-i f^TW I 
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«;*** *ipn wtfl m ivr[fl 1 
<cs fasti wtlPt ’mh wmwa 1 
'Sica -srtc* wts« chiton sr^t wifkn 1 
cuttrw at*T* f rt 3 eift* 1 1 

■ -»qtm tt?r wrm m m \ 

ACT fain *tri:n 11ft Prsff *f* Pra '* 
nflSnfcK* 3if! WT* rwi* 1 
tfijiTj* fkfwpl 

*f*1 sr *,t(* UtfWl V-* I 
w f e*tt win mdf C***1 *5” V-* ’’ 
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Netrokouu in Bengal. There one may peieWiOf* slill Jiyar m 
liiti song of the cuckoo nr lurk iIih (ale of SnkhiWa wonderful 
love, and perchance the air may lie htiil found charged with 
the fragrance of bur Inst breath like that of . bod torn by a 
wanton hand; and to tho imnginative mind day-light may 
stitl show ilic glitter of StklimV helmet over the licids of 
her wondering enemies, and midnight unveil the portrait of 
a divine woman, who lighting unwearied for three days on 
horse-hack to rescue her husband from the hands of the 
enemies and baffling all thoir all erupts, at the end turned 
the battlefield Into a bower of sorrows, dying without utter* 
lag ti word, of the shock at the proof of her husband's 
treachery, for be was reported to have bought peace with 
the enemy by signing the letter of divorce produced 
before her! 

The ballad of Sakhina will he published in the next 
volume. 

A Her going through these narratives descriptive of the 
eitfinrings of out women in their lenderest emotions, the reader 
will judge for himself whether the much abused the 

outcome of grim superstition as Ward and other missionaries 
attempted to prove early in the 19th century or that she 
offered herself of her own accord in nmny oases, as a mute 
sacrifice at Hie utter of love. It will lie ween too from the 
ballade that the political atmosphere of the country before 
the British rule was such that many young anil beautiful 
Hindu widows were drawn to this mad course to avoid a fate 
which they dreaded more than entering the funeral pyres of 
their husband*. The- pocms will at least clear np many points 
better than all the statistics collected by Mr. TTard could do. 

India—the home of spirituality, mysticism, and tender 
emotions—should I* approached with love nnd not with 
suspicion. 

I know nf no rustic song, so highly appealing, and so 
full of mgged and homely beauty as that of the bammothi in 
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Ttewana Mail in ft, (Canto TI). Here, the pnthc* of a poor 
Muhammadan giri'a tale show* that true poetry sometimes 
grows like ft lovely dower in the fields bf the rido of the 
plough and the scythe. 


XI 

The Singing of the Ballads. 

These Ijallads are sung in the district of MyniGnsing 
generally by Muhammadans and l^w-caste 
tw G»j»tn Hindus—those belonging to the N:ima*udm, 

the Hftp. the Dom, the -Tele liisltarmsn), the Pdtni (boatmen) 
and other depressed caste,. M a rule, they ore illiterate, 
their chief occupation Is agriculture with other humble 
avocations in which they are engaged in the day-time. At 
night they assemble in acme neighbour's house as Invited 
gueste to sing the songs. Most of them are amateur parties. 
There are some, however, who Have made the singing of the 
ballads, their occupation. 

The minstrel or the chief singer is called the Gay an. Ho 
Ls the main singer, adding interpretations nnd bringing 
out the hidden meaning of the poetical ideas, assisted 
by n choru# o! fight or ton men who are called “ Fade" 
(probably derived from the word pdld-gayttk). They piny 
on cymbals, tabors, and violins in course of singing. 
The harmonium Is now and then seen amongst the musical 
invtmments which is of con*** a modern innovation, gome- 
times young lads are introduced attired in picturesque dresses 
who sing and dance by way of diversion. The professional 
singer* charge Rupees five to Rupees ten per night, Sometime* 
they do not Hi any remuneration but depend on the gifts doled 
out by an appreciative audience. This is called pela in 
this part of Bengal and in Myrnensing they call it ‘/™.’ 
These gifi* vary from Aa, 2 to As. 4 per head am ones t 
rural audience. The amateur parti**, of course, do net charge 
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anything satisfied with Iwteb and tobacco which are freely 
offered by the host. 

The ballads are mostly poetical records nf thaw* events 
which had the greatest appeal for the people of the country* 
side. The poets acquired the art of versification, in roost eases, 
without any knowledge of letters, and when their noble indig* 
nation or sympathy was roused at the report nf some act of 
atrocity or renunciation they did not tack the power to 
describe it in tho tongue which they had acquired from their 
mothers. The vivid pictures of lu-tual scenes witnessed by 
them, or related to them first-hand by some eye-witness, 
created impression:* which they reproduced as vividly as they 
were imaged in their minds without the least haziness about 
them, because these poets did not lalraur under some of the 
dfaodvantages from which the cultured historian of to-day can 
hardly expect to free himself, eh. t the restrictions of a con¬ 
scious art and the biassed zeal of the propagandist The rustic 
poet laboured under no such limitation*; hence ills accounts 
are sometimes truer than the prejudiced writings of many a 
historian. The rustic worshippers of Parnassus, however, 
sometimes yielded to the convention of the rural doggerel - 
monger*. Thu Mram&si* often made the narrative weak and 
historically untrue, t hough now and then t hey were aglow with 
excellent poetry. Secondly, mi clement or folk-talus was often 
mixed up with their songs, checking the easy (low of their 
poetry and weakening the truth of the narrative. Barring these, 
the ballads nuty lmuccopkni as historical records of great value. 

The * Bhatu * in our country, like the * Charmt* ' of 
Uajputana kept up the memory of stirring historical 
events in metrical ballads at u time when newspaper wan 
unknown. Svltud was the recognised seat of thou* ■ Mats’ in 
Bengal in later time!., And no place in that district was 
as famous for the ballads as BAninduing, and uo Bhat 
achieved there higher laurels than Makaramk, the prince of 
tile ball ad-makers of the ago gone by. 
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But the authors of the present ballad* have scarcely eon- 
cemad themselves with If real historical episode* or other politi¬ 
cal revolutions, unless there was also some act of renunciation 
or great domestic virtue, shedding lustre upon such events, 
This will be seen in the historical ballads to be published in my 
si-coud volume. The noble sacrifices which man and women 
made at the altar of lovo aud devotion in the adjacent loca- 
titles, proved to to a never-ceasing fountain of iiispiraiiou to 
the rural hards, innocent of all political culture anti acquired 
ideas of nationality. The themes they chose were not of high 
ambition or valour, but pertained to the tjaitjfcer virtues of 
home-life, which, with the intense human interest they carry, 
have a universal appeal. 

Among those who distinguished themselves as singers of 
these ballads in the past in the district of Mrmensmg, (he 
following names are the most noteworthy. Most of them 
are dead now. 

(1) 3igirG»yau of the village JigataSa in Fergana Snsaug. 

(2) Sola Uayan of the village Kahk-handrapur. 

(;j) Slim Cay an {a Fatal or boatman by caste) of IVrgnna 
Asujia. His /incestor* were all good niagew. Names of soma 
Q f them are to lw found in the preface to * Kunka and Lila,' 

1 i) Ranuaiibur Cay an {a washerman by caste) of Musliim 
in the Sub-division of Kishoreganj. 

(&) llavun Qsyiii) \n join or a lnvr-caste weaver) of 
Sitnchail in the Sub-division of Kishnregmij 

(6) Hnri (Javan of I'utUurla hi Notrakona. 

Amongst the model'll singum we may name Ifiraumu 
Cayau (mail or sweeper by oJisln) of Jahnngirpur, Hi pin Gnyan 
(a Kuyasthn) of Kaliku mid Abdul Gaynn of Haihti. 

Chandra Kumar nays that those sonsrs me losing public 
f,ivimr every day. Even a hundredth part of 
,,f f .Ti.Irri'ilV™ what was seen twenty years ago does not exkt 
to-day. In every village, there were singers, 
nnd in fact, Mymsnsing was a veritable nest of singing birds 
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in those days. “ It h difficult," write* Chandra Kumar, " to 
get one singer in ten or fifteen villages nuw-a-dnys, imd if by 
chance you meet one lie will sing ft vd or si* songs and then 
stop, aayimj that he does not remember the wist- His memory 
needs be rusty, when his song? hove run out of fashion and his 
services ore not required even once a year. Yet i be old peasants 
bemoan the loss of this treasure with tears in their eyes,*' 
The future historian of Heiigul nmy profitably use this vast 
material ns Tod did the bulbuls of Rajpulano find Kalhan 
those of Kasmir. 

The aongs are generally sung iu that indigenous made or 
f , musio which is called the 4 bhatial.* It is 

Tl 9 BiulhT. 

the favourite mode of the runtics* especially 
the boatmen. Its plaintive appeal has a peculiar power of 
creating indescribable pa thus. In the vast expanse of the Hast 
Bengal rivers in the foaming Fadma, the w hi terras led 
Dkaleawari, in the blue-tin tad Brahmaputra and in thn 
inimhes and mires run over by ihe flood, the Itoatmeri, it* 
they ply their boats keeping time with the Bound of the ours 
that strike the waves, yield to the irii? u i4ti,lile fetscmaiUm of 
their favourite 1 AWjpJ my* which fllls^ota speak, the whole 
region of the sky, and iu it* sweet unit prolonged sound se*ms 
to be in harmony with the vast expand above and lialow, 
forming a fitting mid con go null environment and back ground of 
the songs. The words are sim pihuf the umeb lengthened to nn 
almost endless,though ^runuwlmt nioaotonomij span of sound, 
moving the rustic hmvi with ittten&e pjiLhoA and sweetne*s. 
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Supplementary Notes, Acknowledgments and Concluding 

Remarks, 

In my preface to Malua* I Identified Dhalikenu hit 
with (he Dhnhii bit men Honed in the halkul, One uf the 
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reasons that led me to do it was that I could not find 
any bit in the adjacont locality of the name of Dhalai. 
‘Dhalai,’ the name of the hit into which Lie wan Jahangir 
was led liv the stratagem of Mains, I thought to bu the abbre¬ 
viated from of * Dhabii-kona.' I tit t while preparing a map of 
Eastern My mu rising for this book, I found, on a closer exami¬ 
nation, of the Survey of India map a fairly large hil mimed 
Dhnlai lying about elei'im miles to the north-east of Jaliangirpur 
arid nine miles to the north nf Aruliu, It bad escaped me at 
first, As we find the name of the bit exactly as mentioned 
in the ballad, situated in a locality easily approachable 
troth from Arulta and Jnhangirpur by following the 
courts of the river Dhanu, there seems to lw no reason to 
doulit tint this Dhulni bit is tho one spoken nf in the 
ballad, fn the preface to rhe hall ml of Kamald, with some 
hesitancy t identified (tie village Italia with Hulim'n, as I had 
always a doubt in my mind, that from tho phono tie point of 
view the sounds of the two names might not (juite justify 
this identification. But a^ Hulia wa> not to Ikj found in 
the map I hit on Huiiara ns the nearest approach to tin* 
name, the proximity of this place to Itnghupur i Thigh ur am pm*) 
lending support to my conjecture. But since the printing 
of the preface Mr. Kiilipnumd MnlUck of the Bengal Police, 
who lived in Mymonsing for twenty years, has in forme! 
mu Umt (ho Tillage Hulia of the hailed appears to him to lie 
the same as Jlntunghat in the Smlnr Subdivision, not 
only becnust.' the names are nearly the same,—the word gt>a( 
being a mere sufiW and not a part of the name,—hut also 
because close to this village nre to be nl ;t place called 
Itaghupur I he ruins nf u palace. This seoms to have been 
once a fortified town, Tho last owner of this place was one 
Kush nr Uni, whoso widow, about two runtimes ago, drowned 
herself in a large tank, after having thrown nil the Ireasuie* 
of the house into it, iu order to escape from the hand- of 
a gang of robbers who had altnokwl the place. Mr. Mai lick 
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writes, "There b n village about three or Four miles from 
the Hnluaghat Police Station in the district of Mymensing 
in LSie Sadnr Subdivision, where there is a. big tanlc with 
remains of piuva . gkaU, temples and big houses, Thu 
HliagMl reported that the house and tank belonged to one 
Keshtir Rii who was n very wealthy man, ami that after 
his death some dneoits came to attack the house. While 
they were attempting to enter the house by breaking 
open t.be main entrance, the widow of Koshar ilai threw all 
tlie vat an hies into the tank and Committed suicide by drowning 
herself in it. Another rumour was a bo current that some 
properly lay hidden near the tank under some huge pieces of 
stone. Mr, G. R, Mated owe 1, Additional Superintendent of 
Police, visited the plane during the course of his (?wm i 
inspection in 1009.** The existence of a village named 
Baghupur with the ruins of palatial buildings in the vicinity 
of Halo* or Haluaghn-t, seems to suggest that Keshar Rat 
might have been n descendant of llaja Dayal mentioned 
in the ballad as (he lord of the place. The name of ihe 
village where Chand Biuoti lived (Malua) is not clearly 
indicated in the ballnd ; hut the poet menlioim the village re* 
l»lng on the banks of the Butin, Accorditiglv in my preface 
to M dim. I suggested three village? on the Butin, one of which, I 
said, wight have been the home of the hero, There is. however, 
a word in llie ballad (lit L, W, Canto XVIII) which may ltd 
taken to hethoname of the village. The word is ‘ flangsham/ 
It may mean " in the clan ur community '* and I have given 
it tins meaning in my translation (p. Id, 1.24). But more 
probably Lhe word would imply the ii-una of a village, t 
nought for a village 1 Bingshain* in the neigh hour ham l of the 
Hu tin hai found norm. There is, however, a village named 
Bukshaii in that locality. Mistakes in scripts In regard to 
proper names arc very common, and it will he no wonder if 
Bitkdtnh has bean changed into lUngihab—a more familiar 
word which the scribe b likely to have adopted by mb take. 


INTRODUCTION 


XV VII 


The difference lies only inane or two letters f it., ‘ jhj* for 1 Jt. * 
There is nti old katm&a road as Indicated in the map from 
BukMi tn AruUa, I could not find any imcc of thy vUlase* 
Kmichnnungiff outbe Uhanu (Maliuu) t and biglinLlmti (Malna 
mnl D»w*n HI mb ml), though their geographical position a 
olmrly indicated in thf< ballads. These villages must hnvn 
totally disappeared mid hwn reduced to mere mounds. rt 
w «ot iinpJOltabie also that some of the villages latterly adopt* 
ed other names than those mentioned itt the ballads. The 
map' issued by Iho Survey of India professing to give the 
names of all the villages are found defective in certain 
instances. Jfot only are the names of haor* and small rivers 
omitted hut even the names nf villages arc tint infrequent I v 
missed. The names of the well-knowit rivers like the Pules- 
wari and Raji art) not given. Unless, therefore, otto is satisfied 
by a local enquiry, om- cannot 1» sure on those points. 

In conclusion I log to no know lodge my deep gratitude 
to my esteemed friends Mrs. M M lTrcp*lnrt t the wife 
of I>»\ UpqutmH, Principal, Scottish Churches College, 
Captain Pet a v el. our l T nive re tty's widely known Poverty 
Proldem Lecturer, and Mr. C. S. Paterson, the Secretary 
of the Y. M, C. A„ for carefully going through the proofs 
of some of the ballade. The urgency of the press required 
them often to do this work for me in great haste tmd at a 
considerable sncritlcu of their own valuable time. Still I 
cannot say that the I took is free from errors. 1 had often 
to read the proofs* myself without having the opportunity of 
help from outside, anil 1 am not at id) a good proof render. 
Mr A. C. Ghntnk. Superintendent of the University Press, 
took a lively interest in I h<- h.ilbuls as they arc the poetry 
of his own native district, and the completion of the present 
volume in two parts within loss than three mouths is 
entirely due to the great energy with which he expedited 
(ho work through the press. I am glad to note that 
almost nil my friends, Mu repeal* and Indian, who read .these 
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ballads, have expressed their keen appreciation of their literary 
and poetical value Sirs, Urquhurt, a gifted laily of high 
ft) fine meat and culture, wasapecklly struck with the beauty of 
these rural sou?*. I quote her remarks about Dewana Mailimi. 
"lib a very charming story, full of right filing and with 
a very just appreciation of human motive* Shakespearian in 
its directness and simplicity, I like the restraint of the action. 
You have the possibilities of a great stage in India with your 
insight into human motive and natural dramatic gifts/’ 

I had to labour very hard in connection with these ballads 
for mure than three years. Apart from the pains involved in 
doing the literary portion of the work,—such as collating the 
MSS., improving the arrangement of the original composition, 
which in a Tow oases consisted of stray songs without much 
order nr sequence, writing commentary on the texts, and 
historical and linguistic notes for the Introduction and translat¬ 
ing the ballads into English—I had to keep up a steady 
and lengthy earrrapondenco with Chandra Kumar for all 
these years defining his work and directing the course he 
was to follow at every stago of his research. Though he 
was actually in the field collecting the ballads, my anxious 
eyes have always followed him with the utmost solicitude 
in the performance of his task, I noted regularly in 
my diary the names of the persons he approached, and 
of the villages he visited in course of his tour, and suggested 
to him other villages which 1 knew of ‘by ray private 
enquiries. With his valuable help, and with a score of large 
Survey of India maps of Eastern Mymensitig I had to work 
hard in identifying the places mentioned in the ballads, and 
the present map. hereto annexed, is the result of this labour. 

Our University funds, ax everybody knows, are far from 
satisfactory. I have spent some money from mv own pocket 
in performing tlus arduous task. Dr, Ahanindra Math 
Tagore, O.I.E., has contributed IU, 10O towards the cost of the 
map. fiai Bahadur G, C. Ghosh, the founder of Stephanos 
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Nirmalendu Ghosh Chair of our University, on receipt of n 
present of one of my latest publications, sent i«<? Rupees hundred 
as a token of his appreciation. This amount and the small sum 
of about fifty rupees received from Balm Kiran Chandra Dutta, 
Secretary, the Bauj Sevaka Siroiti of Calcutta, I have 
used for the purposes of the illustrations given in this bonk. 
The University has supplemented this money by a grant of 
fifty rupees. My friend Mr. Satish Chandra Sinha. the well- 
known painter aud artist, has druwn the pcn-mi cl-ink sketches, 
f should acknowledge with thanks that Mr. Sioha, Mr, D. N. 
Dhar, who has prepared lithe impressions of the map and 
Mr. Jf, Chakravarty, who has made blocks of the illustrations, 
have all done their work at a reduced rate out of a patriotic 
motive. 

I had sent advance copies of a few printed ballads 
to two illustrious men requesting them to favour me with 
an expression of their opinion in two or three brief sentences, 
so that, if they were favourable, I might use them as 
mottos on the title page. One was sent to the Earl 
of Runuldshay, our Into Governor, and another to Sir 
George Grierson, th<* recognised authority on Indian Verna¬ 
culars. Sir George Grierson wrote many complimentary 
things uhout the lnlloiU and felt greatly interested in their 
collect inn. I am indebted to him for the suggestion of the 
famous word a of Andrew Fletcher which I have put in as 
motto on the title page. Lord Ronnldsbay wrote to me as 
follow* :■—'* I have read Molina, with the greatest interest. After 
reading Mabua I sat down to write a fen words about the 
ballads. I had intended merely to write two or three sentences 
of appreciation. Rut when I thought over the special interest 
and value of such a collection as the one which yon have in 
hand, 1 found that what I wanted to say, could not be said inn 
few words only,” He baa favoured ine with an appreciation 
which I have taken the lilierty of using as foreword for this 
hook. I felt gratified like otto who wanted a penny but got 
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a gold coin, Lord RoiinhLhay ia am-of the greatest statesmen 
that over came to this province as its ruler. The glare of hi* 
hisjh udmini-itrative unlitio* mid exalted rank has cvsfc his 
fame as a scholar into comparative shade. But those who 
lmv(* road his book on the Eastern Himalaya* and heard his 
addresses ou Indian topics, especially Buddhism, know well 
that he ha* -ludied Indian history not only with the diligence 
of a student but with th*i enthusiasm of a lover. 

In conclusion l offer my hearty gratitude to Sir As utosh 
Mookerjrtt Fifteen year* ago i had already established 
some reputation ue a writer in the held of Bengali letters. 
It was Sir Asutosh who drew me then from the seclusion of 
my narrow scope of work to the cause of our Alma Mater 
by engaging me to write a History of Bengali Language 
and Literature in English. The numerous works t have 
since written in English, which have elicited praise from the 
Press and Orientalists all over Europe, are solely due to the 
never-failing encouragement given me by that great Bengali. 

We earnestly look forward to better days dawniin* on our 
University ui uear future when all the difficulties that lieset 
her will have passed away, find we feel confident that under 
our present. Chancellor, iho scion of u family with claims on 
undying umil universal fame in the world of letters, she will 
flourish and steadily advance in i.lie cause of onligbtetfmcnt 
and culture. I sincerely believe that His Excellency will ha 
true to the uniat reputation of his noble ancestry My own 
regret i* T that with my shattered health, in fact with death in 
sight, I see no prospects of living to behold the glories of our 
University in the earning years. I have worked hard all niy 
lire to interpret my country to the world of kerning. The true 
1iistory of our people in comparatively modern limes is not 
contained in the cupper plate ami rock inscription* or in the 
accounts left by the foreign travellers. Neither are they to be 
found in the administrative occoimts of the .Moslem, period 
or even in the Sanskrit classics, The real history of our people 


INTRODUCTION* 


lies buried in the Yermwulrrr works of each province, but 
wbiob liave not received the attention they deserve from 
scholars, I have tried nil these years to draw attention 
to this important find by my numerous publications, English 
and Bengali. 1 fuel myselt entitled to the wsiges of a 
poor day-labourer engaged In collecting materials for i great 
purpose. The architect who is In build the future Tnj- 
mnhai of Bengal lathe region of her annals, consecrated to 
the recording of the talers oF her illustrious heroes of the 
past—the historian who will give shape to all Ibis material 
and construct a glorious nccouiu, of our national life, is 
coming, and is not far nfT, This I foresee and f am *o sure 
of it that [ almost betr Use sound of his foot-step'. But 
I may not live to see this ai'liio vein cut of my long-cherished 
hope. Meantime ns a reward for tin* unremitting labours 
I have taken all my life 1 only wish to hear the words well 
don* 1 ,’* at the close of mv coiiier, it’ indued it is to clow now, 
from 3iv Abu tosh, His Excellency (lie Chancel l nr, and tlw 
Vice-Chancellor of nui* University, undo a* whom I have lieen 
working. 

I am afraid that ^mii' ecliobtl^ may consider my estimate 
nr the literary merits of the ballad- to ho higher than they 
really deserve. \H that T can say t- that I have wniten from 
my strong conviction. A European critic while speaking 
lately of one of my recent publications In terms of eulogy, 
charged mo with over'estimating every goml tiling oT Bengal, 
" which" he said. tf is tu-idiilily tho outcome of ultea-modem 
imHnnnljst <m til n sins m.*’ Evmi my kind friend Dr. Sylvain 
Levi referral gond-hiinwurcdly to my ‘'fanatic love ” for 
Bengal in hi-* foreword In my work ° Chaitanya and hi* Age.' 1 ' 
tf I have r«?nlly lover! IVmtrul nrermuoh, 1 have nn reason 
in lie ashamed of it. This hive lias Thwu a great asset to 
mo. But for this love no one could work an hard as I have 
dune for n period of more lhau a ips-trier of a century in the 
hitherto unexplored field of old Bengali Litoral lire which. 
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only it little above a decode ago, was Created witli contempt by 
my own countrymen. All honour to Sir Asutoeh who has re¬ 
deemed our pist literature in the estimation of our countrymen 
by recognising it in the Post Graduate Studies of the Calcutta 
University, 

I will deal with the biiladi hearing on the political 
history of Bengal in the sscniwl volume. 

DINE8H CHAXDRA SEX. 
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Thin ballad U more in the form of a melodrama than a 
l vtic poem and i* complete in i0& linen; Mils odd iimnhcr 
due to thn omission of certain lines which could not Iw traced 
by the compiler. 

A tradition, prevalent throughout Eastern Mymi*n«int'h 
ascribes the authorship of the drama to one Dvija Kauai, 
a [ideal of the Satm Sudro Caste, who lived ulwut IMX) year* 
ago. It in slid that lie organised a party of player and 
avits ilie first to put the melodrama on the stage. Dvijn Kfut.il 
U reputed ti> have fallen in love with a NamaSudrii wumiiii of 
asocial stains inferior to his own. ft is *uid that in the course 
of his devoted love, the poet himself experienced some of ihn 
$u fieri ns* ascribed to XndtR'Itsnd. Irriitiou shv.s that it i* 
for this reason that he Wn* able to portray the sentiments of 
the Hraiimin lord in slieh a life-like rmd vivid way. Hut m. 
details of this Lovu.ijlTnir or indeed of any other events of his 
life arc known to it*. 

The preliminary hymn of Hi lines, which 1 have mil 
imn*hn‘d 1ml which h hi It* found iu Uif original text, me 
evidently composed by a Mahoracdati Gjt&u nr minstrel who 
sung it at * later period. 

Mahua was at one time very popular in Eastern 
Myillviisinglt. But lb' freedom and romance of Unto in tint 
melodrama omit cl not, for obvious mason*, «WW» **» 

approval of the orthodox community winch grew more mid 
more rigid iu Infer times *“ the Bmluninb- itiilucnce spread 
throughout the district It has, therefore, naturally vmW.1 to 
have any popularity amongst the Hindus, and this once favourite 
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IwiHad is "now almost forgotten. The peasant* itttd either low* 
cbisa people, -family I lie Mahomed* ns who do not share the 
scruple?, nf the Hindu*, occasionally sing sotn^ of ita sun:;*, 
and it was with groat difficulty that Halm Chandra Kuiuiir 
whs able to recover the whole of it. Yet the shape in which it 
was at first compiled seamed to me to lie faulty in many 
respocU. Chandra Kumar tells me that owing m the opposi¬ 
tion of the orthodox Brahmins who condemned the poem 
corrupting the morals of young women, the song is sear cel v 
sung "W in Hindu houses. He had to talfo infinite Iron hie to 
gather scrap* front peasant' '-f different, localities, none of 
whom (expent Shek Asbtkali) could ^tve lunt mure than one 
or two skmfft, As ] have already said, {he shape in which 
Chandra Ktimar sent me his colled ion was far from 
satisfactory, In many placid I frumd portion* of some 
earlinr Cantos dovetailed into tbeeml of the aoug. Nadercliand’H 
sorrows at pari in'; wti ll llu) glpay-gir), Imfnrr lie had Hi his 
palace, wore frumd incorporated with those he Mperiouccd in 
course of his search for her nt a much later pf#j. The 
rotiiuntie liftt *>f the pair in a inr-olT nilderness whore they 
rmidc a temporary residence is full of poetic .ituni and 
wonderfully happy imagery, Tim songs embodying these 
were found strewn nt random over the whole colittetion in i 
tpiile a noon nee tad way, 1 had to (ak« great pains to 
rearrange tlm poem hy ?i clew* and careful study of tin' text 
The incongruities el the urbinal compilation have! I hope, now 
been almost entirely rumored, The com pilar has informed inn 
tbit the melodrama wn> interspersed with pn«e portions in thn 
form uf dialogue*, which be could not collect. So the present 
text cannot he called perfect or faultless. 

The subject of (his Ml ml is a lifoforieul otic, Thu places 
mentioned in it,—Kan chan pur. Hainan kamli, thw rt'tir Ohmiu 
(/if. bon ), etc., are within the jiicfewliclioii of the milKUvbion 
nf Xetrokoha and under the police-station uf Klnlinjuii. 
Fifteen miles to the north of JUliaroatp'ir lies the vast marsh 
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known a* “ Tnlai' f/.iw," To the enit of thh Hatnor In* 
B»mnu Kdndt, Haidar Dighi, Thakm Barit Uhitn, Ulun Ivfindi 
ami other places reduced hi mounds, once a saw La led with 
the gipsbs Find ill- iisiforttmit* bun of ill-; tale — Knderehftwt. 
These places nro now void of human hudiiiutjoti. but in the 
adjuitnug low hinds mu* may >ee in I heir proper season, the 
rich emp* «f vhifii rice bondio? low with tlitdr gold -coloured 

ears—ready f.»■ I he 10:13111’-; scythe. 

The people relate many incidents of llic life of Sfaldcrchand 
jisxu (dated with the locality, TJie Haidar Digit! is tins tank 
dug by the gipsy Leader Domra in the part of the town, 
called TJIn 1 Kaudi, and ifn* Thukur Mnrir Blitti represents 
the spot where once stood lln* pitlnce of the Bra brain Kija. 

L’eoplt! fort her norLh have, in recent year*, iitlvantjcd a 
elaim on the incidents of the play a* having l ikon place in 
their own locality. There is a Ilnmiirur-miL in Snsang Liurgupnr, 
near the i laro Hills. It h within d mile* of Jigafaht— the 
native village of the reputed song-master A/nu Gayco- The 
nearness «l' this jtamunspiim in the river Kniur-dia and 
to the (t iro DitU Ims madu some people ini iginu that the 
dwell in l» | dace of the Brahmin lord once st-nod hurti ; 4 ml local 
tradition, pniMtty nf n much later origin, has tried to nsso* 
date the incidents of ibo 1>al lad with this plum*. TJij- tradi¬ 
tion may liiive got iMiiional suppirl from the desire nf 
some of the singers cd ,Ti"it ila la brine the tua$n>* of the 
lindodraitvi nearer their own home. 

But wo And in the liallad itself that Domra tint gipsy* 
chinf was a native of the -Taint* Hill- which is hut an 
eastern continuation ,,f thu r-mgos n nned the t faro nod tha 
Khasia Dills. It is sLakd in this song Lh'it the tjipxms look 
(ine full innntli to reach Himun Kuruli from thnir native bill*. 
The Buimuicnon of Durgiipur is mill or I uiiles from th<- 
JTaiuln Dill* whereas the damnn Kmidi near Tatar Htwor 
is fiIhiiU ISO miles tn the north nf those hills, Nude rebuilt 
took some months t<> reach the Taint* Hills in miest of 
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Malum. Of course neither the* gipsies nor the Brahmin lord 
made out Continuous journey, halting /is they did ni Severn! 
stations,—the former in response to professional ungitgf*meats 
siiui the latter in course of 1 x1a search. Nor are the accounts 
given by the poet of time and sp ice to be absolutely trusted, 
though the story is founded on facia. Yet from a perusal of 
(he whole .Imllad it appear* certain lhat the lividitieu which 
came down to the poet was that the home or (he gipsies was 
far away from the village of Daman ICaudt. Tl could by 
no moans be on I y 2 nr 3 miles. Besides the name of the 

village a* .... iu the ballad is Unman Kftmlt and not 

Damanguan. 

Th* 1 ballad is written in llu» unadorned dialect of the 
rustics, hut whether from the stand point of supreme intercsi 
gathered round a complicated plot, or of the simple grandeur 
or the characters or the hero and the heroine, or from the 
points of view of freedom from all convent ion and a rapid 
succession uf thrilling bur romantic dramatic situations, it lias 
:i uiritpie position in the whole range of Bengali Literature. 
And we bail Dviju Kauai for having vindicated the glory in 
the domain of poetry of tl*e Kama Swim community whom 
we have branded a* a depressed Casio mid maltreated for 
centuries. 

The drama evidently belongs to the roman tic school, 
hut its rnnmiu't* is tout'd down by a great many realistic 
incidents. |l- brevity more than earns Llio coinpliineui of 
the great i net who define* that quality “as I hi* vilil "t nil " 

_ by it' striking non trust with ihi wril-known wrbostiy of 

the cUssii-il aclio il of Bengali JKielry The situations vre.iiM 
often reach the level of idealism, bul they move with a drama¬ 
tic H peed, scnrwly giving the readers an opportunity to 
indulge in extravagant fancy. It will indeed In* difficult to 
llnd another work in our literature which can approach the 
excellence of Malm in respect of perfection of plot, 
romantic situations, richness of realistic incidents, brevity, 
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force and literacy smce. It* Un^im^e h c^flainty omdis, os 
which nUji'ction limy 1 ms Uikca hi soiuu But for 

this cnuleno*$< we would have ;>ot tnm-Ly ;i sitrittg of filler* 
jilt; nyltsi-lili'-s urtlficiul stud irue bu cn a van I inn, mid not fhu 
e;<quiihiv oxpnMtDn »r tint penjilt 1 * heart an dhdu&cd m Uih 
renrotkiblc buck. Couched hi lIiu course liaisgmfcjje of I lie 
people, ssueeringly enlM ih^ llm metudrauiii 

an intense poetic intefuaL shewing the lb tlmt burns in 
thu hnari of our people, holy l> the light n( h temple on 
the b;mkj* of the siurml river, 

fn ouiicliisioii I tube fin liherly ptf dueling he low n letter 
written to me in fippreciolion of Mihnn bjr mye^Uemod Irieiid 
Or, Stella Krmuri^h, Wi.IX, nwv welMrnowu critic of Indian 
Art. 


£|J. TfllUTIffc HitAOi 

mk .K.i fc/t. IMS. 

I J M lit SlU, 

I wanted lu tniii- in you -Mir vm rvramu tvln-Li I land tbc gtfcU 
iirivili- Hhf lirfrmtH* J°nf ^udifiu id H>t tmiwlatiftn *jf 1 Miilru. 

Uufunatuiivlv 1 war f wdL I'tvt an my nanro liiitno All flie timr. 

\U{ilu„ SiAii^reliand, !iin1 ’lie cipn" «*rff rniiml rnr v I ki’pt mn in ^ wnrlil 

liiHnrtn imkiumii '■ Wei ivlu're iimeoti? mr drt.^ irid vet n* wuapk' n« 
nufttn. ry t h v eu «-t , w litre iiMute cdi^i * i Iji~ vcritt . 1 yf llio (hjihui heart mad 
iiijfcn ii ^jiQDUiki^a Wi bn ttr • nit''* fcW plot iha* wlmdi 

A ^ pniircpLini- hi* Imp pi n*^- hkii-I Vi 1 *mi■']?". inii» iht urrn* y of tins ymr 

Ttio wkflle lUtdtidnLTnn i * wri' l"i iwnAht-r by * nfnHio oF liinolitfiri wad yvt 
'-v*fy tdiaMCt.Hf ■*! ind h tii ill—'I- Usim-V- luvt 1 mid heron- duoih an? 

tiot “vriV'd" ul rrniL^.'i,uJuan fcI \.ditr. I hey Imv* ii" other rrlljjkm liana 
tbst i j f the Uuftwti heart in nhl it- i-« nly mm Mcuu^Ul Uihy ilh^rt.-sMEPaiili-k 
Komr-i, the jjijiH/ mm.|. - , Mnl. mi'- a >trr father h lopn-^nled r Its- Wrath 

jcjil puib!i> iU lurl ip; L-ai .l Mifl-. tSiuv ^ql to bu acth nf enhjectii'n 
—llint it, t **y tfveri Um lii|«iTr hu> ixmch hmiuni *npf»l 1 lint, we ir^ twmut 
to fuel with Si mu ^ Mih tvort vntr of tbrn. Odutth.,, Ihn- 

iuniJyn + Mihriiie dcviatiNl fn* *■ I. i^.leriu* tbr fervour vf a|ie auttuji by 

a lyrical t^qndartie^, njltrral nanl fresh tile* a llawer mi never Horttitteouh 
Wi a trail plaj> 'hu iM-inu furl ru our -inon* JhstniM l : . nuthiu- tual 
atuI fr;\Ei]efoT Malitta * aetiui^j m*\ Kftil nJiniidpihr yntiltifiil Bmhniiii 
hrd t ii thu oLjr-H wUtoh enablei l«rr io tea] - l * rbei-ilinn rnnl jjreat u«j. 

Thu piny—it u ballad—only it mnkca Tint wish it in 

nil tip dramatic mmei»taifr-—^nultM rtn m nttr -iraid»* line fiom Wirmitr> 
delimit ami h hruAl- down, rininKiflfJ bolI mhiaLninn aw ■kniohoi] 
with ntiEiL'ifl ccyrieJiiy, that nnkf- (Jwm h^tinci soil mi ih»- isatin- time m 
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do«rly im^rirovnU iv thf* v*risgA!*T «ftdivU-- iif fi Each jicifurth hod 

m tilin' id hiii mvn, l nr navii n^t L» i.v lUu h mi 1 «'jf tiiNi Llio Mior, yet ouo iff 

bon mi i^'dsjnT*# him. 

Tlie Mlnjll* iSiT+'Sih if v itt 1 -ifllJ-MiricMi iitt'2 iliDf-ii>n rrm Link'd mg gf *hftf 
MmliinJ nvnirk •'! int*diij vliI Kuiy|v*n Lili ' iiuh — Aura *011 anil Niaddil# 1 ; 
t bil[flu * he ItllIr■ 'nr jut jtuJict> ni tutth-tv I - mil E-nln.^pm ]mhi mil lirridrR 

Atnl iin- j r<t pp hi- now wr k fil'w of lim cHniifvu&n and minority of fulk- 
liU+mtm* in diflWul nnimthV* and tour ' l r Vlk Litumturn a! * 

finrupheil id? with IlfpMjaiul ui.iluml 1: 11 1 w? iH-te utmbls U witneis tin. 

Affinity of ymtty just t>n lilt ^ whm* NilkW a\u) art fi^ttmi* 

«ej^. Abo a* tow a* my kimwML:" ? Indian litahitim* j;oe^ I du mil fcrmw 
of ■siyibii^ timiluh JWi and muo'+lwip Evm ^riteiue of 
■ ti hi RiAi MdiiUi i^n ^tarnl by iiodf :md S* 11 nal. \l needi mi aruaimsiA mill 
no £aphm%lhm< Hri.^1 nimi U |jtipiliHu I»ii- nwov* rrd >iiin'll a tre**tirtf 
#J f Iwr »JWit—mid vnu toU\ me iFba! iff. K mUy wl>n (if tinny. I uioryrply 
liDjN? yimtr ■'j'fenUi'l ilibcutnry will lin.l *i> mindi a. ;.i^utLuii in It-^iptl U-■ ■ it" 
s- it ia bound to l^i from ah contioi-Hiur* *i litifrat.ir> fii Europe h.ei- 1 1 am 

JUitiMbfy IuhjIsIii^; Fur Hard in \Ur iJ.l.,-- it.. d! ifm MlmU ot (Songul, 

Thinking you i'T •{!’ m For ^ hr rrmai, p’ra.-itire -"if having rfirm? \a know 
•d! t)lc«4 UI|U|I1&‘ irffvi's id latnaatHit*. 

¥uu» sisao-enrly, 

STUM.* K.JL AM iLlSi Ii 

CluiTitirii K ii iiinr culftviyd thn [imam from several persons. 
Fcr the major purl inn nf H b U lmltfblr<| to Lfi-ntith Chrndni 
D*j mid U> Sho k ApviK ilitif Mu>h)m. u ^ itlnpc in Ntfirokanu The 
latter wRsnlr#mlr Si> yojLns^ld a bon Cbftndrn Kumar Approached 
him Fur tim soni? about I wo yeaht aixo. ITo alwgot 
htdp from N&shu iihek of Oborutt. Both Mu^klia And Ghomli 
nr^ near the LoWit of Sandiki>rtn m liisturh Mynien»ingtj, 

Some of the soup of the letter part of the ballad were tAfceri 
dot'll by the compiler in pttmdl tx* h ploiiglini-in Was sm^ing 
them white engaged in field-work AH fhiw men are perfectly 
illiterate. Ii is i&id that there is siili n priy of profeukuml 
singers at Mashka* who sing Mu hint. 

I received th# poem of Hakim frttm Baku Chandru 
Kumar l>c on the Bth of March, IffSi. 
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MAHUA THE CIPSY GIRL 

1. UoMUA—THR Of rsif-JLBAUBM. 

It lake? nix luoiilln to reach !lm (ium Mills Isy land. 
Beyond the** bill* art the snowy ntii^i of the HmmUjiU. 
Amt fur on t ha other tilde of these ranges there are Scrcn 
Shu*. The Sun and the Muo» (in im it ilhmmuilc Hnw regions. 
No Imiiiiin form moves tb«re. The impe net cable forests art* 
itiltMed with tigers .tin! hour*. 

CIogh to these forests. there wns, liovu-Yrr, at 'me time a 
stmtll iHUletHfiil of hihii. Their leader was M 'liin—n gipsy 
O my friends, Hindus and tinhorn odnns, Use'll tn the story of 
thi* gij*y-chief. FI*? w:w n nibber—thu Ji-mlor of i gang, nml 
hud u younger brother mimed Miiokir. They wondered about 
in various places, I shall now relate in you a I sumo lung Lit the 
wonderful story of this bind of gipsies. 

Onet? they travelled far mid reached the hanks of lIid 

iJhitim (tit, the how), There stood a village . its bulks 

tailed Kawciiaupur, in which dwelt an old Brahmin o ho Imd * 
beautiful hnhy-girl. The child was six months old. Towards 
the end of the night llomm, the leader of the gipsies, stole her 
and lied away 

The girl of six month? grew to be one year old, and like a 
lord was thus caged wul nurtured in the house of the gipsy—till 
she came to lw a damsel nf sixteen years—im expert player ex¬ 
celling ohielh in rope-dancing. Her Ixsiuiy was so daxuiing that 
she l-ioked like a gem un a serpent's hood nr u bright stone in a 


I Ilk. wrUi-t 1(1 tin- SuhtilUlflJuii "I SHjfp LHiiiK |M iCjTTt-. miller, Hr imjiti** 

III* iliitnhs-H 1-1 n»« tiHt« ILiVMP CHmi kJjinpii dinner, n *Ji»rk cdJj^gerittiHl. 
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dark bouse, Whoever saw her was charmed. When she 
walked, her Long-flmvmg tresses seemed to touch her very 
ubkW- One could sec the tihtnupa flower b looming, tw it 
were, oti lu-r clients. Her large and bright eye? were as lovely 
ns oven in" stars, No one who saw hor for a moment 
«vur forgot her, Even a saint would harbour thoughts of her 
m his mind, foretime bis ascetic vows. 

With Llii? Ljfirl Uomra wandered about front place to place. 
Delighted with her handsome look*, Horn ms wife gave her 
the nil me o( 1 Mahuu ‘ (after that of a wild flower that grow# 
in hilly places). U, 1-90, 


t! Scfcst Tyi; G.\kO Hii.t.s. 

domra addressed his brother Mdinka and said " Lui us, 
O hmlhi-r, gu I" svmiu disl.riul pUeo La exhibit cuir fv<t(.s.” 

MAinku said, 11 Very well, let ns shirt on Friday next." 

Uu Ihu mtiming of I’riilay the gipsies picked up their 
things and got ready for the journey. 

Homr t, tin- h-nW nf lie* parly, wen I ahead ol tin- others, 
followed by his hfQthar Maiukti, and behind thorn their 
miiiiiMou* players, talking mid shouting. They took uitli 
tbuiu turnip*, ropes and batnlhms, ligsidt!* trained parrots, 
jackdaw*, gold-beak cd 1 timjiih' u«d other bird? in rages. 
Ifobe* and nsse? i hey bad m my in their i ruin and took with 

them also id.hariund Inrni nf a Chumbil—tluur talisman 

af juicer^. I'lima- wort; many trained dogs with them fur 
p nutting and saining foxes and purcii pinas. Thus they 
travelled many ji mile in jubilant spirits. 

With them wont Mobu.i she beautiful otic, Merrilv 
did slu- go tailing gaily with 1 m- companion I'alnnka. Many 
ility* puv?ud on the way am) u the i*nd of the month they 
readied a village named llaiimnlmnilii. Id, 1-151. 


3 . Titr Cot m or Kaobuchanu. 

T\w lord of thw village S'.olorduuid— tkn Brahmin 

youth. Surrounded hy his friends uni enurtiori* lu* ant res¬ 
plendent like thu moon nm«n': the stars. Thu messenger 
Langia approached him uni) suiii, “ Urw too, O lord, ft in*w band 
of glphs Inis arrived in <jiut city- They mint to *how their 
font* of skill. With thorn i* ft young woman. Sin- i* v«ry 
handsome. Tti riot 1 lutt* never neen tt maiden sw benntifut a* 
th« gipsy-girl 

When Jfmlflrclmnd heard «Mi, In? rose up and went to tin* 
inner apartment, nod lilting hi- tiinthnr, anid,” A new luirnl 
of glmto has enm»* >o our town. They wont to give a show. 
IF you hive mi nhjn-riftii. O ttotlwr, 1 wish to eniMp* 
them.” 

Motbrr. 

" Wind will k- ihi* ™s*t ?** 


“ A litimired rupt** 1 *-. ' 




” Yes, you may engage them, 
in the outer court of oUf jwduci?. 


It- 1 them Imre Uteir show 
LI. MS, 


i. Tab Uibsy Snows. 

Hamm culled his brother Mdink.i uni said “ Take I he 
ItoiVii and thu quiver full of arrows, Let ns go to the house of 
the young lord to exhibit our fuftl*." Saying this liomra 
licftt his drum. At the HOirnd the people of the town Iwgan to 
run to the spot from all directions. 
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Out; man said to another, *' There is eoing to be at the 
house of our lord an exhibition by the gipsies. Let ua 
hurry on." 

People sat on all shies and the your is; lord look his 
place in the midst of them and begun to peep this wny and 
that with curiosity. 

As soon aa the gipsy-sjirl appeared on the scene and 
gracefully shook the bug bamboo. Nader din ml, who had sal 
in the midst of his men, at OOOe stood up steadily gazing 
at her, Hut when the uit-l ascended the top f>r the hum lino 
ami began to sliotf lu-r skill, the young lord nniiou&ty 
cried out, " Ah me, she may fall down from that height 
and die 1 ” 

She stood at the top of the ham Lx* and nan* heating the 
tabor with her own hands, her bracelets making a jingling 
sound us sho did so. Smiting she said from her place of 
eminence:— 

“ I have shown my tricks, now 1 most liuvo aattnj reward 
from uur young lord.” But within her heart she thought, 
** Slay I win hi* heart, that will la* my luvst reward." N*ruler- 
rlinnd nt once presented hi* shawl, worth n (houvuid rupees, to 
her, ami besides gave her a great sum or money. 

ILi mini prayed for a house to live in; the youth at once 
made him a grant of a good plot of land. The gift was made 
by a regular document. He also gave sulfide tit rice and other 
food-sl ulTs to the party lo Inst for many months. 

Xnduroimud said, " Xow you have got lands from me mid 
the documents arc in your hands, i in to the pmt of my town 
culled 4 rinakiindi " when: your land is and build a good hnlinr 
there" 

A fine house ira* lmili on the plot of bml. But Mnhiisi. 
as she eutured the house, began to weep. 

Her foster-father planted brinjit-plant* and rni.l, “ Lm not 
weep, dear Malum. I will sell brinjab* and with the price buy 
a necklace fur you,” 


UAI1UA 


£ 

In the new garden ho produced quantities of Iwnn and 
gently said to llahua, “ What good "ill there lie with all these 
if you, my dear girl, do not stay with raw ? Say, that you will, 

or I will out my own throat* 1 * 

Tho edible ioote grow plentifully in the nnd i he old 

gipsy promised M*hua a pair of bracelets from the sale of these. 
From the proceeds of the ail# of luttliAf lie sjiid ho won 
boy her a beautiful chain. 

The tbatch-walls of the garden-house were decorated 
with glass doors and it was protected on all sides by a fence 
of plants. 

One day he killed some pigeons, geese and parrots and 
said to the girl, -■ Cook » nice curry with these- Ho ^ 
forget to put into ft apices, socially the 'k«tijira 1 (cumin 

seed),*' 1 

Thus did Homra, Hie gipsy, try to p tense Hahua and 

keep her engaged in the garden house. ^ 1-dB. 


5. NAiitaeH i so asi* Mauva At the ItivKa-oKAi. 

One day Haderohatid was pacing ihnl way. It was 
evening and I lit* lamp* were newly lighted in the houses bj 
the way-side. Mahoa was returning home having shown her 
dancing in the town, lie met her all alone and *)«d «IHj. 
•' Will you wail a little to hear me, O maiden t Wien the 
moan'beams gently spread in the eastern Imrirmi and ll ie 
sun fades in the west, may I to-morrow at such an hour 
aspect you at lh* river-ghat all alone ? V the pitcher in your 
arms proves ton heavy nftnr it U fitted with water, I "ill 
there, dear nm wlen, to help yon in lifting it up." 

■With the pitcher of water she went to the river¬ 
side in the evening, Sewterchnnd Was already there waiting 
for her. 


* .WjWJ* M*‘ 
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Xaiii-ivhtuui. 

“You are so intention tilling your pitcher with water, do 
you recollect, dear maiden, what l told you yesterday ? M 

Muhtttf, 

u But, 0 Prince, 0 stranger, not it word do I recollect 
ot what, yon say, you have bold me,” 

Haderohanti. 

“ So young, so fresh, anil yet so forgetful ! h Is only one 
night since that 1 1 j>Ii 1 you,” 


"But you ore a stranger, Brine ! feel greatly embar- 
mast'd in tut king with you.*’ 

' -A'adern&au/i. 

“ You Imve pushed the pitcher into the water, maiden, nnd 
gentle ripples hhvtj arisen. How hcuuiifut you took i Smile 
'in mu, maiden, and speak to ran. There is none here to sec 
us. Who is your father ami who your mother ? Where used 
you to he, maiden, hot*TO yon came Eo our town? " 

Mtthm, 

** 1 htiTH no parents. Prince, no, nor any brother to cull 
mine own. 1 am like a weed turned adrift in the stream, 11!- 
stnrred am 1,0 Prince, I ham Itscoma n gipsy living among 
the gip»w*. With the fire iu my heart 1 am inwardly 

consumed- There is none here tn ft*el for me_to whom J 

may open my heart t You have a beautiful wife, o Prince, 
and happy are you at your home with hor,” 


MAUL’A 
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Sttilurchttmi, 

" Hard fs you? he j 'H likt» stone, O fair maiden, your words 
are notrue, T hrtve mi wifi?, I nm still unmarried. Hurd is 
your heart jitiiI birnt is thn heart r>f your parents ! They hove 
not yet given you a iiute, You tiro allowing your youth to 
(Ntn in vain." 

J 

“ itunl b your houri, ami liurii the heart of your parents ! 
No bride have they uivuu you though you .ire a grown man, 
1 1 slrausor." 

Mtuieichuhtl. 

" Trim, dear girt, my hi-nrl i* hard mid Imrtl is ihu lu*art of 
my patents, but I nssim? yimif I could w in otiu like you, I 
would not mujiiti honi lull become lemlit IiiisImikI." 

Mutt tut fulfil ci iiil? to ho uttgry), 

" Vim tire i ‘iluiiiitdiWA youth t > say w, Your wonl* are 
insulting Get n pitcher mid lie it round your nook unit 
dfon ii yourself in the river.'’ 


ymforc/ntftit. 

" Gladly do 1 take your sentence, fair iiniiiteu. l)u you lie 
the dream ami I wilt drown myself there in,” LI. 1-14, 

fl. PALASKA l!iU Vt.MJLA. 

PuIuhAo. 

” IIy in y life hear me, 0 sister Mnlimt Will you not toll me 
the secret of your heart f Why do vim go to the river-ghat in 
(lie evening all alone ? You spend the whole night weeping; 
[ con delect the truces of your tears on your cheeks. Tell me 
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in oonfldeiict* Hr* reason of nil this. Why fa it UihI you 
cifton sigh and gaze in ihe direction of Uto Brahmin lord*s 
palari' ? Tin* rumour We i* Mint N;td ere hand lm got a 
fjiiit-v for you ami that lie is charmed by your songs," 

Softly diil Mnltim tell W story. i: How out I, O dear 
Palanka, soot he the fKiin of my heart! Let os go away 
fmnt this country, 1 have tried tuy best hut it is not possible 
In change the minds course, J ran not bring it to reason. 
It will not Ifalcn to good counwl.” (Slit? weeps.) 


PwlflJiktf. 

M ^ l>u shmilil fallow my eulviw, Jtsnr sifter; for s£V«n A*j*. 
Mop going In tin* rivcr-glmt. IF he manes here to enquire, 1 
will id! him, ' Mahno, (he beautiful one, died Iasi night.* 


llfihtw (softly L 

“ W I do not see him for a day, tluU. will itself kill me. 
The sun and the moon ami you, my dear companion, he mv 
witness. This Brahmin youth is thu hindmml nf my heart, 
f may go with the gipsies wherever they may lead im\ hut, 
be 1 iove me them is none amongst you who has now the power 
to hind me to this [.arty. With him will [ go, no matter 
where he leads me. I nks* 1 can do this, I will either 
take poison or lie a rope round my neck and hang myself.” 


7. IlOMlLA AMJ jMAISKA fALK i) ETWEE S' niSMSfel.VKi. 

Ilomrn. 

“l tell you, brother Maluku, we must leave this place and 
go elsewhere. What shall I do with this goodly looking bouse 
and garden? F«r Utter to lire a- hoggins (rom door to 
door. Have you mil hoard. deni brother, that mv daughter 
Mahua is crowd alwut the Brahmin Ion!!" 
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Jfainta. 

“ What nonsense you talk, O brother ? How can we 
leave this beautiful place ? The landing steps of our tank 
are made of atone. This lovely tank of nura in full of water 
to the hriTii, Look there, our Helds smile near the enrden- 
houne. The * skali ’ crops are ripe: they are gold-coloured. 
When we grind these we shall have good * rfiirti ' for our meal. 
Do not, for goodness sake, leave this country.” U 1-10. 

S. Tuts Stiii Honn of Nmit. Maui'a a no 
Naskbcuanu meet. 

The month of March is about to pass and the ■.milt* of 
April is already upon nature, From I he taught of Uie trees the 
gay note of the cuckoo is heard, H flings 'coo-oo/ The crops 
of /tali’ rice with I heir flowering ears, full of ripe grain, 
have spread a charm over the Helds. At midnight Nader* 
I’imnri rose from his sleep, lit* took up his flute and sig¬ 
nalled to Maima. In the sky ihe skylark was singing. 

At the sound of the llutt* I lit- beautiful one awoke, Tin* 
houses were all newly built and the cipsics slept soundly 
in them. She was maddened by thr flute and cam* out o! 
the house. With slow steps the damsel advanced toward* the 
lauding-ghat. of the river and there met Naiicrchand. who 
absorbed in his emotion, wn« still playing the flute. She 
ran to his embrace and he said tenderly, " 1 will leave ruy 
parents, my palace and my riches. N ith you 1 will go to a 
distant country/* 

The gEpsy-girl wept and hung like a creeper on his neck 
and said, “ I am helpless like u bird kept in a cage, Were 
you a (lower, niy love, I would hide you In my braids, f 
swear hy you I will put an end to my life. Let u* part. Go 
back to your palace ami leave w Dn not, 1 pray you, for 
my sake trouble yourself ,' 1 


in 
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She sobbed and ended here Both Here talking tn this 
Wfkjr, hut it pair of piercing eyes pursued them nil the while 
without I heir knowledge, lie wits on (lie track, following 
u little behind 

When the dawn peered through tile east X. iderehand 
relumed to hi* pirliiet*. And aith a pitcher in her arm* 
Miiluw caniL' to Die Jandiflg*fijhot. H, 


it. TilEIH IjAST Meeting IN THEToWX, 

*' To-night we arc going to I cart.* this town of yours, ruy 
lord, i shall go with my foster*riiUter and mother This is 
tin* end, we shall meet no more. Never again shall we see each 
other. O how cruet ! 1 low can 1 live without seeing you ? 

1 am a helpU'M woman and must think of honour' and 
caste. Bow cun I go against the will or my elders? I leave 
my sweet garden-home ami lnave j/ m( . Alas, how shall I 
control my mud heart f No more shall I hear, my lord, 
your sweet flute filling me] No more shall ] pass happy 
nights, nil*wakeful and happy in your company ! And no 
more shall 1 wake from sleep tn sec your *ir eel face Again! 
No more shall 1 wander hy the river-side in your com pun v I 

“ Before I end, one word more, If eftr yon should fool 
a desire tn meet me after (his, come, some days hence, Lo the 
north (lu the (iaro If ills i and took for a Iioumj lliciv fenced with 
long reeds anil with door* open to (lie south. Them shall wo 
stay for some month* before going on our w made ring* again. If 
you eoiiic tolhal lionse of ours, you w ill find its hospitable doors 
o|M?n for you. How clad ihnll I bo lo spraad a 'eat-for you arid 
nerve you with * chim' iff the ' *hali' rice, good bananas 
and curd made from buffalo miik. 

** 11111 perhaps tliic is ihe Inst meeting, and we shall never 
Wt each other again/' jj 1-B7, 




Right with Ihft Treasure 



M Tilt gfipskv ill rted froii> the In mi flf Xidf rilmod, 
the UraFimart lard/ 1 
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1U. The Gipsif-S Desert the Fi-ace. 

Ihutiro to Maittka. 

44 1 am ran firmed in toy suspicion. I will nut slay here a 
moment more. 1 4 *‘t the gtirileii and l ti |! iwiwiu 1 ° fit'll. 

mura do l care for the * *Wj ’ crop which am now ripe- 
By my life, O brother, we should not day in this place for a 
day in ore." 

They took their luijnbiHw and rojwa and nil I he rest o! their 
possession*. In ifift dark night the «ipsl«> l, l frum l ^ e 
land of Nmtm'hainl— (lie Brahman lord, 

They left tbo beautiful houses thay Uad IwiiU, the crop 
in the field and their forfeit «r fniit-lwus. Fwplu rt « r,T 
: is toil i stveil at llieir sudden disappcarafliHf. 

Hot %viu-n the young lord heard of it, lie find just sat down 
to mt; the food lie bud lifted to Ills mouth dropped from his hand; 
hh parents naked him many questions bill he pave mi reply. 
People said the youuz lord bad lost his reason. 1-1.1*12. 

II. Na»»hcii,vnii Resolves v<> Lkxvk im IViwn. 
ycttlci'Ctiitnd (alone J. 

*-■ The house i, falling down with i b- roof unropnired. 'Ilia 
bird is flown away, the cage remains Hero all alone she 
*U in the courtyard and wove gar lands of I lowers cleverly 
without a string. 

<< i> ltvl , and months luivo passed ami no moru shall we 
each other. I was a good Brahmin hut my !«•* Imaordahied it 
othwwbti ” 

yatl&'C&tfliti Ais Mother, 

Make my rice ready, mother, for dinner. l>i> not stand 
in my way. I am bound for distant Uiuh, to vwit the 
far-olf shrines. Give me permission. O moLhor. 
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The Mother, 

“ Dfsir as the apple of toy eyes are you my son I A moment 
parted from you, I fed pangs of age-lone separation. You 
are my only sou. There is none m Ibis our place for whom 
to hght die evening Tamp. Willi you I would happily 
share the fate of a Wggar hut not ihe pleasure* of a 
pace without you. How many u in try night* dear son, 
uni I not Hpoul waking mid watching you as i\ baby ! What 
pains and anxieties ] passed through, covering yuu with my 
when my own uncovered back lay expand to the 
biting cold I Hoiv can the pangs of a mother's heart b* 
expressed I tf the son die* far away in a foreign land, 
before any one has known it, the notice cornea Jlrst to the 
mother’* heart m a strange manner. So, I can never recoil. 
cflMTiyself to parting from you. If you Leave (he palace, 
dear Wu, l will ilk* of broken heart.” u »« 


1J. SaIJRIK’IIASU Lk.IVRS tits 

U was dm very depth of night. What did the hapless 
Nadutvhnnd do r He entered the room of hi* mother dlenity 
and oowed to her. -sleeping. Ur called the sun and the moon 
to wU«e>, .,...1 said, To-day I have this pnW mul cvi rvthing 
thnt J have so long called my mvn. I am now bound for 
strange binds. 1 leave my parents and other inmate* of the 
house Though l had all that people wish fur, l give up my 
nil of toy own accord." r J 

He bowed to the sky which get* tight twnnUteaun, 
the moon and the stai* Hu boned |i, J,ts parent? 

In Hiii! dark atul a limit hour of night Naderchand t WC ime 
homrl^sg for thi? mkuof thorpsy j l0 
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1& N AHEUCIIAN’TJ 6EAKCUES MaIII'A. 

He is dot looking far the vhrinev—lienitreA, fjyu mid 
Drinduhnii. W liai does he euro for thcw ? Ir is tint gipsy-girl 
whom lit: 5s seeking. 

One month pushed, ihen t\ia month*; three months passed 
und ho clue did he get ns to wharf) M.dn_m hud gone. 

Where ans the Jailer hills nlmut which *hw spoke? I, ike 
n madmen did Knderchiuui wander about day and night. 
Traveller* he saw going by the way ; and of them he etuptiml, 
if they had mi n parly of gipsies going. The cow hoys ran 
iu I lie field itntl played, and <mr young lord isked Llnuii. “ Have 
yoU wen » girl of the nnmc uf Hnhu.vr Her ityi>s urn 
beautiful us a pair of star* anti low Imir like clouds. 
Has my sweet parrot down lo these skies* ? Thu beautiful 
one ascends the tail bamboos and dances on ! he ro|H>. I h r 
cn rilin' hair gracefully hangs about her face. If she sits 
in n durk room her dueling colour shines like bright gold 1 
With smell nn uni* tinea Ike idpsy-leadnr wander from placu 
U> piece. In the garden Ulu flowers bloom and on Lite hillx 
bright stones sparkle; 1ml none m beautiful -is she; mud uni 
1 after her.’* 

H How lovely the binding steps of the river here I Surely 
*he filled her pitcher from these stops. Feign would I he 
drowned in this stream 1mllowed by the touch of my love) 

“ lhis is the path she find. How happy I would have been 
to catch ,i sight nf her from the distance if 1 hail been Imre at 
ilit 1 Ural* l 

" Alas, how am 1 jn moot yon, Mahon? Did wo not vow 
to each other that wpanuhu even for a day would kill ns I 
" Ye birds that tlv in the sky—ve K « things frem far. 
Can yh tell me whirl path I lie gipsies have Utkmi r " 

He could loll from the sign* the place w lmm Hah tin had 
cooked her meal. Ue sat then* nml wept. He saw the sign* 
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of horses' hoots and the grass with blades hnlf-untoti by the 
goal* of the gipsies. He understood that they had been 
there during March and April. 

May and .litue passed in this way. Tile young wanderer 
trod the uneven paths of the waste-land, weeping. 

Then came July mid August in succession. The clouds 
passed from the eastern horizon to the western, roaring. A o il 
so also passed September and October. All these month* Nader* 
‘‘hand wandered about night and day seeking the gipsy-girl 
in every direction. 

In I lu* month of October the goddess Durga Used tube 
worshipped at hi* home with great pomp. But tills year the 
temple was without her image. The parents wept and the 
kinsmen lay plunged III deep sorrow. 

And he, alternately I ni rising in tlm rays of the huh and 
drenched in ruin, passed his days mid night* In agony 
all alone. 

In Nnvemlior the mothers of Bengal worshipped the 
god Knrtiktiya praying for the welfares of I heir sons. But 
(.he eyes of his poor mother were blinded by tears. 

In December, however, when this cold bad not yet become 
severe on the banks of the Kangdi*, lie suddenly met Mahun. 
It was as though the parched lips lu$d found .a drop of water 
or the nmd hoe the scent of ,i full-liltum lotus. Id. M5, 


1*. Tbe Gum. 

\ ‘stronger is the guest at tin house to-day, 

Mahim with a pitcher in hand goes to the river for water. 

The iseople or tin- party whimperingly say, “ Ah, her 
youthful idmmir* have grown pah; and faded.” 

"She neither sleeps in the night nor takes her usual 
meals. She says tlmre i> pain in her head which maddens 
her and that her liody aches continually and she spreads 
her own *"li on the floor and lies dow n there and weeps. 
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She seldom cooks, or plays with her comrades. Thus si: 
months hare passed-—her life is despaired of, 

“ Rut what a strange change to-day I Due, dead these sit 
months, is icon over to the fresh vigour of Jife." 

She goes to the rim-ghat and cooks her meal. Tin 
guest partakes of jt giving iip hit caste. 

llomrti, 

“ Brother Mamba, I wilt examine to-day what sort of mai 
this Stranger is." (Tn t he guest.) * Lire with me, O lad. Ou 
avocation is to give acrobatic exhihilions with bamboos an* 
ropes, I *hall get you trained in our art. Carefully learn it 
All (he year round we travel in the country-side showing ou 
t™ 1 * " LI, ]-2t 


lo. HOMRA OTTERS A K>TFE TO MaHUA. 

It was a dark night and the stars sparkled in the #k; 
Homra, the gipsy leader, meditated long and resolved to d 
something. 

Oti the hanks of the Kangs tin there was a hi/al tref 
Snderchand liad made a bed of leaves under the tree an 
was sleeping. 

Mahua was sleeping quietly in her lied. Homra went non 
her and called aloud, *' Awake, 0 daughter. I have r eti re 
you up these sixteen summers. You must obey me lo-daj 
that is the reward I ask for ail my pains,” 

Malum had been dreaming of her guest and the voice t 
her father passed by her ears like the roaring of cloud 
She rose up from her bed, all startled. As Bhe opened her ey* 
they met her foster-father’s which burnt like flaming fire 
He said, 11 Take thin knife and go to the river-side. Nadei 
chand is sleeping there, You tire to kill him at once and the 
throw the blood-tinged knife into the river. WJiat p^ n* hov 
I not taken to bring you up I Believe me, this stranger kno* 
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hypnotism* lift is our enemy. Vou mu*r plunge this knife 
into his heart straight,’ 1 

There nw no moors, and ihe stars that hud been 
visible had disappeared. Tint lovely sky with the golden 
moon-lieam« was now overcast with clouds and looked like a 
sealed book. 

She hesitated for a moment anti then took the knife and 
went where the Brahmin lord was seeping. Her long ttwsfts, 
in their wavy dance, aspired to touch her very ankles, and tears 
were falling from her eyes. She In mud like one insane and 
could not devise any means of escape. Id-1-28. 


1(5, Mahca goes to tup Kiveih;hat axii Weeps. 

Shu triad lo turn Mr heart into steel and sat near the bed 

of the sleeping Nailercliiui I <"Munv band some did be look ! 

It was as though the nifjon hud fallen from the sky down on 
tho river-banks. She lifted tin- knife emeu, lifted it twice 
and then a third time. Each llm** she dropped it and then 
softly said. 11 How long w ill you steep, O youth? Look and 
gee your unfortunate Mnhun weeping, My father's heart is 
made of stone; bis order is that I should kill you. But how 
enn I do no? Hard as slum* i- the heart of my father and 
hard as stone is my own heart How c-an one think that 1 
could be a monster like that and return home after killing 
you? Our lamp is lightsl wltt) butter bnw can this light Iw 
blown oul by the breath of my mouth ? The order of my 
father is cruel IMT my death-sentence. But dop, I will obey 
mv parents one way. Hem sire the knife. Its blade is 
smeared with ptisan, l will plunge it into my own heart.'* 

He had 1>een dreaming nf her in hi- sleep. And now he 
Daw her resolved lo pul on end to herself. 
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Makint. 

" My parents nn- cruel and my own heart no le», They 
have ordered me to kill yon and I have come here for tlmt 
purpose. But that cwmol foi If t kill mysmlf, nil your 
trouble will cease. tio hack home a,T fast its you can and 
return to the mras of j our mother, whose treasure you are. 
<Jot a beautiful damsel lor your hride, marry her and be 
happy. You arc n noble man—n prince. I have lieen like 
death to your happy home. I lost my sense* and obnyod 
an impulse without considering what was right nnd what w'ns 
wruin' and of iln: consequences.’ 

{She trie* to Iht'Mt ih* knifi ■ into h*‘r hfurt. N/tdffchutul 
rittcr f irn hoitl nf for hmnt inut ntoys hc >‘.) 

Nadcrehattd. 

"Malum, I Wo loft iny father and mother ntul the honour 
of my Jiigli caste, all for your sake, I am tikes lice fascinated 
by a charming ihmor—Malum. For your Mike have I 
wandered all over the country like a mad man. Were f to 
leave you now, no mow would 1 return home. IJ mv could Ido 
so? lly rewte is gone, (Had am I tlmt I have given it up 
for your sake. If it U to lie my cruel fate (hat I shall not 
win you, I pray, with tliy tender hands lift up the knife 
again and kill me.”' 

.I/Wwi. 

“No, my love, that cannot be. f will leave iuy pa re tils 

auil home to-ibiy, I will have nothing more to rln with them. 

1 will go with roil to a distant Sami f vou will lake mo in \onr 
* * * 

kindness IVhero shall we g- ymi ask ? — to where our eyes 

will load. We shall enter I ho depths of the hilly lands, full of 
jnntries, to hide ourselves My lather bus Quo steeds; there 
on yonder hank of the river iv hi* stable : lot us mount two 
a 
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of them and fleu. My parents will not know nor any one 
else. We shall call the .sun ami the muon to witness and leave 
the place.” 

The thin clouds in the east showed the glamour of the 
dawn over the batiks of the river and they code together by 
the river-side—happy in the thought of escape. They looked 
glorious ns the sun and the moon. They applied their whips, 
and the steeds flew like birds of the air—with the utmost speed. 

Id. 1-54, 

17. A River Stream—met Stand tacino it. 

JftlfiHU. 

"0 steeds of my father’s stall, go back to his home— 
nmv far away. Sav to iny parents ' Yuur daughter Mahua has 
been killed by a tiger.' ” 

She unbridled the horses and then slapped them affec¬ 
tionately ou their hacks. They ran Ijftok swiftly by the way 
they had come, 

“ Look, Q Prince,’’ said Yfntiua, " ut the furious wav cm of 
the hilly stream. Host can we cross thisr ” 

She prayed to the stream saying, " May there be some 
shoals in you lor a little time, so that we may get over to 
the other Bide.” 

But they found no shoals underneath their feet. Instead 
the wave# roso high ns the wind was against the tide. Just 
nt that moment they espied a bout approaching. “ These are 
not white bint* but thu sail* ol a boat. By this boat shall we 
go whatever may befall ua " They Mid and thanked their 
stars, 

Uo called out to the master or the boat, ,4 Your beat 
trends far and near. 1W I wo snub are her# and do jiql 
know how to get to the olher ride of the river. If you will 
kindly halp us to do so, we nmy lw sav.-d from perishing on 
this lonely hank,” 
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The merchant looki'fl at Mnhuu and felt the intoxicating 
influence of her lnwwt-y, He order?*! the oar*men to atny the 
boat there. 

Alahua and Nadeitfhftiid stopped in. And the boat flew 
with the speed of Lite wind. LL 1*22. 


t**, The Thaukuy is rut Mniicn ant’* Vessel. 

't he merchant nunder er] ns tt* how hu could secure Mahu r, 
whose homily hail inflameJ hk mind. Secretly did he form a 
plot with the boatmen The honi uent again* 1/thu tide. 

And S mien-hand was seen in llie deep waters, struggling. 
The Mack whirlpool* til ihe edge of the tide forcibly 
drowned whatever came in I heir way, and Naderchand fell 
into one of these. “ Adieu, iny parch to, never more phalli 
jfee you again f Adieu, dear Mutiun, remember me. We part 
for ever Unlay.*' 

**The wares that have carried my JJmterchand wpl also 
carry me.*' Saying this she tried to jump Into the water; hut 
the boat men forcibly stopped her, U how cruel is the wicked 
merchant, t 

The Merchant. 

" Your eyes are large and dark, your hair long and glossy, 
fair maiden. Good luck has made me n gift of its choicest 
flower to-day. 

** l)o not, dear damsel, allow yntir preirfous youth to pass in 
vain. Itcturn my great love for you and make me happy. 
Is it not strange, that though golden is the boot, there is 
none to steer it on, j f youth passes away, the world will not 
hold you, maiden, in I lie same regard. Ho not hud-like, O my 
little treasure, conceal your sweetness, hut like the full-blown 
flower yield it to the «ir. Believe me, my life is in your 
hands. You may make it happy if you will. 
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"Golden ornaments I a fell I give you and ;i beautiful blue 
'•ei'ti' Tor your {'ll* and m»e golden dotterels will he 
ordered. Scented will be your long tresses with oD. Many 
servant* and maids have I at homo and they will vie with one 
another in dairying oat your least desire. They will 1 wash 
your feet, dear maiden, ami make for you the softest bed. 
In winter I will got tinr blankets uf cotton and wrappers for 
you ami maidservants will >Imnl near you, awaitijnj orders 

" ESephaats and horses have I in my stall and also 
men-at-arms. You will be the mistress ol them all Goodly 
tanks have I in my garden-house with landing steps of 
stone. There wo shah bailie, swim and sport like two happy 
water-birds. Adjoining my home h a line flower-garden, 
livening and morning shniI we walk there plucking flowers 
in full Llo$som. 

" How pleasantly ahull we piss our nights together ! In 
winter, fair maiden, you will In- warmed liy my Inborn and feH 
nu cold. Should tin* bed seem hard fur your tender body, on 
my soft breast will yon sho'p. [ will myself prepare 1 Hotels for 
you ami sweetly offer them tn your month, Wo will bo always 
together, eat together and sleep entwined In melt other’* 
arm*. AtiU tthuu I shall travel in distant countries fur trade 
you will go with me visiting shores fur and near. Diamonds 
and precious sioiu n I will collect by trade ; t he treasure will lie 
Lhinc. Twill give yon a necklace worth .. kkh of silver- 
wdiss Hany things mow shall [ present Jo you and yon will 
see how l TuMI U> the letter every word that I have sauL Your 
shell-bracelets will be plated with gold, tlm w *Uy udnyalnr*wti 
— ils deep black, nil inlaid with precious stones and pearls 

shall I purchase for you for another lakh of (diver wins, I will 
give you besides a waist-belt adorned with stones, and in your 
{inklets golden pendants will runke a merry ilu^Ein^ sound— 
" runt* runtitjhKHH jktmu," 

When she heard all his tempting won Is, whm, think 
yon, did Mnhmi do? tine betels she prepared for the 
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merchant wlu> professed such love. AVith limy and catechu she 
mixed venom of adder secured from the hills, which she 
had kept concealed under her head-dress. 1 Smiling and play¬ 
ful she put one nf these into the mouth of the merchant. 
He, charmed Ity her sweet smile, usked her to come to his arms. 
But she in the meantime had distributed her betels amongst 
the boatmen as well. They yawned and foil into a deep sleep 
its the venom spread swiftly through their veins. She had 
boon Stalling all the while, but now die laughed like a witch. 
The poisoned knifo was with her. She cut to pieces tin ropes 
of the anchors. Tim merchant lay unconscious In his boat. 
She took an axe in lu-r hand and broke open the keel and 
the lower planks. And then before the boat sank, jumped into 
the waters. Swimming over the waves she saw the boat with 
its crew and car mi slowly sinking down. Li. 


lib A Forest on the Other Si or. or cue Kiykk, 

Mali >m took# around all ahtte. 

'I hu lakdl notice of the (lower that blooms and hides it¬ 
self in a corner and of the diamond that sparkles in the mine ? 
The maiden suffered her lot a to nr unheeded by any, “ Where 
ha-H he been earned by the waves ?" she asks of ihe birds of 
i ho air anil of tie* Ijeaifa in the wilderue** *‘t> fiiwr* and 
hoar#, fetal upon my body anil satisfy your hunger : hut llrsi 
let tnc have some tidings of him. I was Urn daughter of the 
gipsy-leader but loving a stranger I left my home." 

The peacocks sat mi the bought of trees and »he asks of 
them mfcirriiatlw about h«r lover like a tin til woman. ** Alas ! 
the previous necklace of my breast is lust in deep waters—un¬ 
happy Umi [ tun. tied has no mercy fur me, to whom shall 
I apical ?" LI l-i'k 


* Tim imhm dfk|Mk« mfT* (* - nuJ* 4rfig* *11*1 i*r>-w, *1 will, ik-m 
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20, The Sto&y m? a Si range Sansyam. 

Tbe trees yielded no [nut and 1 he river lay ul a distance, 
Sht* hecuma wH'ik and uimhte in walk for hunger and thirst. 

The big banes of tbe forest passed by but Ibny did not 
kill the unfortunate Mnltiut iliough she longed for death, The 
big reptiles that swal(owed goats find deer took another path 
ns they i'apiod thn wretched girl. 

“ How Kin I forget him who made himself so miserable 
fur me, giving up his vuat riches nnd the comfort of home ? 
Alt that a man would covet be bad ; but he gave them up for 
me. ll« became a wanderer in tin* furcah and on the river 
banka for my love, 

" Tbe wicked merchant threw him into the river uad killed 
him, 1 shall either drown myself in the river or hang 
myself on a tree. Life is unbearable," “ No," she reflected 
after a pause, ** tbe search i* not yet complete. 1 cannot 
think of dying uutil I have exhausted every possible means to 
find him out, But what is that feeble cry of agony in the 
forest ? " 

IL was twilight and she espied a broken temple—the 
abode of snakes. Hut slm entered it fearless. In the dim 
light she saw a figure reduced to skeleton. There was tut 
flesh—the hones were merely covered with skin. The figure 
was just like a dead body. She could not recognise that 
face, ouch so beautiful, but as she guz*tj on it, her doubts 
gradually gave way to a conviction that it was Naderchaiid 
and none other, 

Just at thh moment there came a hermit, if is face 
looked grisly with moustache and beard and lie hid n Song 
stick in hk bund. The hermit was amazed at the sight 
of her lreauty and said. * L What part of the count rv, fair 
maiden, do you coma from ? What palace of a kim* did vou 
adorn and what crime have you committed lu deserve an exile 
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in this foresl ut this Lender ago? Your parent must be 
very hard-hearted, bow can they live, parted from you ? ** 

These words of compassion made her eyes tearful. She 
clasped the feet of the hermit and Ittgati to weep. 11 is 
knotted hair was a mixture of yellow and gray and his heard 
and moustache looked faded brown. At the feet of the 
hermit she lay prostrate weeping, {from l&ginuiug to end 
she related her whole story. 

The hermit said, In the deep waters there is a water- 
plant which I shall secure for you. Your bust Mind will revive 
if it is applied. A deadly fever lies buried in the very 
hones of the youth, but he is living—not yet dead, I assure 
you. There lies the plant ill the water, get it, fair damsel, 
and bring a little water also. I will restore him to life, yon 
have my assurance," 

The medicine was applied. One* two, three days passed 
away. On the fourth Nud ere hand opened his ayes. 

The hermit said to Malum, "Gather some flowers for mo. 
You are to enter the jungle everyday am! pluck flowers all 
alone. Those I will offer to the gods.' 

She did a®she was bid. Alone she penetrated into the 
depths of I ho wriods and gathered flowers for the hermit in a 
cane'basket. Mean time Nad ore lm ml became able to >ii on 
his bed. He wanted rice. Mahno wept. Alas, where could 
she get rice in that forint ? That day she did not go to gather 
flowers, hut miatdu to cel rice for Nadercband. she sat the 
whole day weeping all a lime. 

But the hermit, though a great sage lie was, became 
enwnniiml of her le-uuty. In the cunc-hn^ket lay the llpwevs, 
gathered hy Mahuu. still fresh. And in t.lie depth of the night 
ho went to the temple and called her nluud, " Arise, fair 
damsel, if you want your husband In regain the full vigour of 
health, come with mu ami get some medicinal herbs." In 
all haste she followed the hermit and went lo the river-tank. 
The place was lonely and the hermit said to her, " I i in pi ora 
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you, sweet woman, surrender to me your youth. Tour 
beauty is so great f hat though I struggled to control myself yet 
I find myself quite nimble to do so. A flower you are to be 
adored and to be enjoyed. I must nt all coals win you to 
satiafy mv love. M> mind !n» altogether lost its balance and 
there is nothing in it but your figure." 

As sbu heard the wo ids of the hermit, it seemed as if a * 
sword had fallen on her head. 

For a moment she meditated within herself and then 
said, ** First restore my husband to full health nml pm him 
out of danger In every way. Then ! shall do os yoa 
will bid." 

The hermit turned \mW at her words and said, “ I 
graHt you two days. Within this time you must poison your 
husband, This is my last word." 

She urns within the clutches of a demon. She began to 
devise sorao means or escape. She tnld all to Nftderchaud 
and discussed the matter fully with him. How could tliev 
llee r This was their one thought. I[e w« still very 
weak and ill with ferer. He could not even stand. So 
how could he run away ? 

After much thought *!iu decided on her course, Slowly 
did she place Naderohond on her shoulders. U WHS midnight. 
She walked on, but glanced behind a l| the while toseo 
if the iii'ml of a hermit wu* following (hem. 

hi 1-SS, 


21. Tuk Escape ami IUpr* Usms. 

Time rolled on and sk months passed. Nnderch&nd 
was perfectly cured. 

From the hill-stream M&htia brought sweet water. The 
trees of the forest yielded them plenty of fruits, ftadcroluuid’n 
strength returned. 
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lie was nne day Wind for market. The gipsy-girl 
ii'krd him rn bring nose-onminiMil for her. 

Another day Naderchand was taking bis meal. A fish* Win 
stuck in his throat. The gijuy-girl Vowed that il her lord 
would be bettor again, she would offer two goats, out? black 
and the other white, to the gods. 

Once when Nad or eh ami.got for or anti his h»*rid :tdu-d, <b>- 
gipsy girl sal near him and gently lonehod his forehead with 
her soft hands, 


" We lmvt trot no house Us live in, my love,” she said, ■Mini 
as we wander horn and there, wo retire to sonna spot like birds 
of tin* itir.” 

With him she now crossed the hilly stream and with 
light-hearted steps they travelled together to a u-reat d is mime. 
They mot a large river nit their wav am) swam across it and 
reached the other flunk, There they found the cuckoo of the 
jungle singing iu gayest unto from the hough of a tree, He 
liked the place and said, “ Here, fair maiden, shall we build our 
home.’' A rivulet gaily flowed there with its dancing 
waves. ** Here, " said Nadcrchand, 14 shall we >lny nud pa's 
uir days,” Ho pointed to the landscape around and said. 
" Thorn, sec, Mnhint. how I lower* arc laughing,—d reused in 
purple ; and lUdioion* fruit* are hanging from the branches 
of llietroM, The switH water <>f yonder stream is plcsisiuil 
to l he eyes,” 

Th" two I tv**' I on lln* fruit* the trees yielded in plenty. 
On a beautiful *t«HP found there, they slept. The nights 
thev spent happily m One another’s arms. Fn the day-time 
they wandered hand in hand through the lonely forest 
enjoying the fruits they plucked here and there. They 
forgot their parents, they forgot their friends and dear kins* 
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men. It was a joyful life they passed oblhioQl to the rest 
of the world. 

But all of a Midden a lliumlcr-ladt was hurled on their 
heads by fate. LI, 1-33, 


32, They ivaedm i>* tiik Forest—the Danuejl Signal. 

One evening Nader chain! accompanied by Malum joy¬ 
fully walked in the forest path. They entered into ft 
deep jungle, Mnimn entwining him with her creeper*like 
arms as they walked together. At a certain place they found 
aheautifullarge stone and together sat (on it gaily in l king. 
At a little distance from that spot, the ripples of a small river 
were seen, but suddenly Mahua heard the sound of a 
flute and began tu tremble in fear. He gently asked caressing 
her, 41 What i* it, dear Mahua, that has made you start ? 
Why do you look pale? To-day you must let! me the 
incidents of your life. Who are yoiiT parents ? Why did you 
live with the gipsies? I have asked you this question times 
without inmiW, but to-day you must loll me the whole story. 
Surely there is n mystery hanging about yon ; for as often &* I 
asked you, you said nothing but only wept. There is some pain 
in your heart which yon have concealed from me all the time. 
Last morning you told me a portion : Homra stole you when a 
baby from your [ntburiit house. But stop, the flute is sounding. 
Let us return to our house, livening has passed away," 

“It I live tomorrow, my dear lord,” said the gipsy girl, “1 
will relate to you tile whole story, hut my head is full of 
pam.” 

As a creeper bends low blown by the wind, ati did Matma 
fall into Nadercimnd's arms. 

"Is it a snake that has stung you, my love? Why arc you 
so pale and sad in spirit ? Tall me what trouble it U that you 
are suffering from?" naked Nttdcrchaml. 
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Thu dry leaves broke under the feet of the pair ;is they 
proceeded onward hut suddenly she boriuno seized, us it were, 
with i\ terrible fever, and she could not walk but fell down 
trembling. rebuild in great fear made a l>cd of 

leaves for her there, and mid, “Wait a moment, I will 
bring w ater for you, you are so thirsty.” Malum wept and 
said, “To-day U my last day on the earth. I am not 
bitten hy a snake, hut our happiness is al an end to-day. 
You heard the sound of the lime from that distant forest. 
The gipsies have come let! hy my foster-father. My friend, 
Palankti. the maiden, has by that (lute signalled to me of 
their approach and given me the warning. He will kill us 
to-night, my lord, an i only to-night shall **e spend locked 
in each other’s arms To-morrow this happiness will end and 
we shall not see each other any more Out sweet forest-life 
is going lo lie ended and we must l»e reody for entering the 
grim regions of death.” 

The night was over. The stars disappeared from the sky. 
They came to the door of their straw-hut and stepped outside. 

LI. 1-4$, 


23. Hosiua’s Gasg. 

On all siifi.'s they saw hunting dogs. With their help 
Hnmrw had at Iasi traced them. The next moment they 
saw the dreaded daunt of Homrn standing like death itself. 
In hi* hand wee a poisoned knife the hladu of which spirklcd, 
Living tiro came out of his angry eyes and his heavy breath 
sounded like the roaring of a cloud. 

ffomnt, 

“If you want to live, Malum, hear me. Kill our enemy 
with ibis knife, Sujan ilic player is my god-son; marry 
him and come with us. 
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'* But lii»Y ran I kill my IiiihWicI r Stand, father, whtnv 
you are anil see hov, t dh%" snid slut in u soft fnlmrimr 
TiitLrinur. 


■* But Sujnn is you mi*, healthy unit handsome, Kim will 
you "el for your linslimnl Murry him iiiul l«t us return 
home, 1 Intvu smurhi you nil tint country over. Do nul be 


Mtihntt. 


*'JJuw win I kill my husband and return home, fut.linr ? 
Believe me, 1 will not marry Sujuii—the jdayur. My 
husband* Uu't: chines iik<? i nul Lett "old—like itu* moon tvnd llu - 
mm. null Siijoii’s in like ilml nf.u ijtow-umm. Ut\ my 
husIs*ud, is the handsomest youth — like ii tree made i«f gold. 
Look ut him muw* And *iw him, lather, with tn() eyi». Yuur 
eytw will l>e tilled with his image." 

The liliutk cloud runted In furious mye and handed over 

lilt* knife to Malum. 

Ouco only did she lout ul hur fiiund I'nlnuim—the maiden, 
wlm wa^ standing by, and oncH only did shu limb lit tlm fuce 
li| her own dear N'lidt-rdiuiid. She vtid, *0 my husband,dearer 
llitiii life, bid me farewell. Yourowz Mali no will im more he hy 
your side. 0 my dear friend Palnnka, you will surely under* 
stand my sulferltigii and reel for me. And yuu my father, l do 
not know whose little Lrcswuiu you rohlied, [ do not remember 
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fiver having i«tui my own preut*, Woo io nn>— to my star*. 
Now let rue die — tlills." 

{She pltunjea the knife im her fum (tomm* anti die t. T^Ac* 
A'iH .VfltfervrAMtf of /fcrtMvt’* order,) LI. 1 -SO. 


2L Homua's Laments and I’alanka's Devotion, 

“ I took liur when she wiisa hairy of si* months mid reared 
her up all fcheso years. Alas, who will adorn my house now— 
4 hHb is gone r IVill you not. Malms, open your eyes lmt omn 
toseo me, iiorointn your lip?. but once to sjieak to roe ? I cannot 
return home after this, i Tummy to hi* ftiUomen,) Vou would 
do well to return home, I shall go to swine forest and H(KMid 
my days there,'* 

Turning to Maluku he said, "No use my going home 
again. Make a grave fur the child. Thi« Brahmin lord 
gave up his home nail riches for Mahtu, They were madly 
attached to each other. IajI ilium be hurled in one gru'e, 1 

They did n* their leader hade them and then disfatrantl 
leaving the place lonely with it' gr.i ■■■. 

# * • « 

‘rile umidnli I'al.in 1 i did Iml go Itio mmiili i I .-r Slo* 
wi4s the eoniptiniou of M alum's early year*— the partner of her 
joys and sorrows, There she Hpeul her days ,md night*- Weeping, 
Shr gathered wild dower** from the forest and placed them un 
the grave and made it* du'l wet h ith her Lour- .ijoes 

she wing siuigs in that forest-region m--' ‘ I * ■ L r ; the 

air. Sometimes* like u mini Woman 'he sp il. i , grave 

*'\w.iko, dear soul, how long wi IE ,o> . . . ■ vour 

friend, answer me. 'the gipsotn have t: n i'liey will 

Do longer win*" to disturb you, \»*ak< mil m . - oner 

more this place your swoel home. Nn or - will n* slued 
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in your vny. Thu wicked gipeiw h«v(? Hlwtidoned their 
pursuit of you. Uomiil in each others' embrace we spent our 
childhood mid now both of us will weave fair garlands of 
How era for your lord." 

The team of Falankn, the true friend, thus fell on the 
»rave every day. 1*1- 1*81* 



MALI'A 
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* Mai Uil' is a corruption of the mime *if a well-known 
(lower—the *matlik #. 1 In a certain pautsktgsj of ibis pcwjji 
I hi: luislumil of ill A lie mine endearingly calls !u*r * Mill In ' 
(Canto XV, t. ttfl), which Sx nearer to the o%inet word, Xo 
information, howemr, aboil! Lhe author of this remarkable 
ballad hat yt;t lieen traced, though Rnbu Chandra Kumar tried 
hia best to arrive? at ddliiir* facta on the point. The preli¬ 
minary hymn attached to tin* pot-m in found sulisortlied by 
Chandra rati,—naturally lending to the Honjcctura that the 
irifutl poetess herself composed the poem. One point in 
support of this theory is that, in the poem of * Ktmnrntn,' 
nlm describes Lhn country a-s gromimj trader the rule of the 
Mahomertnn Razis (magistrates), and iti the lain of Mahut 
also there is a practical UlustniLiou of the oppression of a 
Kazi. Hej otid Ibis, however, we do not llml auy w*a«on to 
rutuicd Chatidravati with this poem, tf she wore its writer, 
it should have boon com posed ^mutinH' between T"’7*» and 
1.000; for her literary activities belonged to this period and 
probably she did not outlive the sixteenth century. It «as 
al I his period when Isha Khun Masmuiali had just established 
his power in (Casturn Bengal. There is, however, no evidence 
to show that any one of him Kh nil's immediate descendant*, 
legitimate or otherwise, who took the title of Dewan,’ ever 
mndo himself so notorious in the last decade of tin- sixteenth 
century, ns to commit atrocities of tin? sort described in the 
ballad, though we know h far certain from Cliartdravnti's poem 
of Ktmnrnm 1 lull tho Kiistis very much oppressed (lie people 
even at that period. My own beliijf, however, i* I tint the -one 
was eoDipused nliout a century later, when the children of 
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* Afttzap Hcrachn * 1 becimit? pleuly in llur buirii &&d mrf® 
themselves notorious by their heiumw wpprt^imts* The reaaon 
why the name of the author is not found in the colophon is not 
fj^r tn A public expaiun? of the atrocities committal by 

the Mahomcdim iimtocruey Would make this life of the poet 
positively update in Use countty. null be bad therefore 
cogent reasons to hM& hid name. 'Hie hymn of Chandra vati + 
round affixed to the poem* doe* not go a great way to establish 
her authorship. The hymn miiihl have been picked up [wm 
ekeuhere uud jomod to tin* pcioni lij th« rustic minstrels in order 
In heighten ii* itnpoidrutCHp a* ChnudMY *ti wri% already widely 

known as h ptxstess of high order* There is nothing in the 
Ijnlbul it&tsir i-i erUahltah Ua IncHUbl cHnutctiuh with her, 

Chandra Kumar collected this hail bid from *evgral peraous 
uf the district -d Mymansiutfln Tim main paitiuu was ubLiindd 
from one Foshan i UeWn, a priile^ionni reputed fur 

her wonderful memory. Ii is mud that she lmii recite from 
memory whole episode* from tlto tv unuyan, the Mjthabhnrat 
and Urn ilh 4gavatp besides u very uoubulurablti number of Hm 
ljallnd* of the iiHlurti of fcbwwlr« *ong*. She is a native of 
I ho \ iMiLbCtr I'lidamn-sri, near Jjibcutgii'jiLir, iliu reputed seat 
id ili - l>waii Siilmb i*F Ibis bid lad Ym angst other* in whom 
the ^wnpitar is Indebted for help in thn collection uf the ballad 
tany }*■ intuit iuvieil Urn turnt 1 * of Hckh Kuicha nf lUjlhpiir 
and Viiiun Fakir «pF Man^ilsiddhi, a vihai£M within a few mile* 
of i Hdnmnmi. L] ?< completed Ins cidlcutioii id the iMidioi oil 
the Urd of Oelohen um 

Tin" jh min r .i> T have jjreiidy Hlulud, probably wriltru 
mittiHtime in ilie 17 tIt century. when some the member* 

uf the MahomtsrlFiii urtatoernry bad made Ilnur nuine* drawled 
in tbn countryvidn by their forcible abduction of humUifu] 
Hindu girls with thu help of professional informers culled the 

There lire some places mentioned in the ballad in uqirnec* 
tion with the locality of the incident* described. We hud the 

Sub tnrtalirttjiiu. 


Ihe luuiti! of tlio \ ilbige of Amlin and that of -'ll! extensive 
mire called the ** Ttonlftir bii." (Canto III, 1. 2) dewrilied fta 
abounding in water iiiies iCunto XIV, 1. 07)- She dwelling 
place of CliamL ISiuod, the hero of the tale, "as. it is Slid, on 
the batiks of the river SutU (tit. a threat!) which b * branch 
of the lJlmmi, joining the Megbnu near AjmimUruni in 
llie east, dnhtinnirpnr was founded hy Itowjin -fnlinusir. 
who called the town afler hi* own nunm. This town U in 
the HithdivWftTi of Netmkono. and hnlumi nine mile* to the 
north-went id Am!in, .TaMngirpur stretches frmn north to 
HOUth entering a wnoiM urea of more I hail H stjuare *«ih‘ 
Tlie vilhu'n Amlin, whipli otir (met describes u* yo^isiswl of u 
nmisntic wnodlnhii view, tor^lml not only with vmenon« 
snake* but also with timers nfid Iwof*, h -dlmitod on tin- 
BahwUir, o brunch <*f the Umtu* in the *uhdivision <»f 
Kitoregauj urni is 2i mill** to tile imrUt-eoM at its hum!- 
Huaricrs. The river buhudair bmneliins oil from the l>h»mt 
near BsdJn joins the origiiirtl stream ogaiu four mile* 
further «wt, Amlin in still surrounded by h\h mid miwlie*, 
,md its position even now not only fully justifies ittihufr fmrs 
that in the ilnrk night It not wife for a t{ * 

i,i thiiL land, but Also the Anxieties of Cliaitd Uiuod’s ..tor 

ejrprewwd In th? Hm*. ‘ Who knows, my darting may foil a 

victim to annkwor tiger* fCanto II. I- 2U* ... Binod 

start ml from his home ut the morning and readied Amlin 
jii the oflemoon, after having htrnyod tor * of hour* 

on the way in hi* sister** house where lie nlpto returned in 
the evening to spend the night. so lib native village could 
not he very fur from Arullii In the Surveyor-GenemTe mop 

Sntia mceb the Bhuuu ut Uttonpii* which is nhout six miles 

to the east of Amlin. There fin' dw three *mnU villages In 
the locality, ri:., qupftlnitgAr, Kulm and Indiui,—fill nn the 
banks of the SuUa'find within o utSte of IHianpur. One of 
these must have Iweu «h*» of Cliacd Ibuod. 

The Village must hare been »! some importance a* It was 
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the sent of a K*/i ('\f a homed an magistrate'! in charge of the 
tulminftitmtion »i th-s locality, who was nnoffim of Dewnn 
Jahangir. 

linr** Is some dillicully iu identifying the ‘Ulmhtir fat.' 
Dhabi t' it well-known river in the Nefcmkon* sub-division. 
The natural ussjuinpi ion would lie that the -bit■ of that 
name iras loaned by a portion of that river separated from 
tin main channel. Hut the 8urvi , yiir iif!iii‘fiil ,, i map giving 
*b° names of all the villages docs not show any trace of this 
'fa 1 -' It is not, however. unlikely that a *6ii' .jf tbit name 
had striated somewhere near ih** river Dhabi and in course 
of the last two centuries it was transformed into a dry field 
covered with green crops, 

Bui there is actually a 1 fat' named the • Jlhnfaihottu fat' 
only half a mile south of AruJia. Ti is < f nit« natural that 
Dhalnikoua should 1*? abbreviated into Dhabi in popular dialect. 
Wiiare inclined to 1*Unv* that it was this * hit' into which tlu) 
Uewan was |*i li cuter Iu tJie wily stratagem of MaJum The 
tent shows that the bit was (‘xt^iniiiv in area ; the word 
means lai-ge, Th.' 1 Jlliabikonn bit* is ahoui a mile 
in length from south to north ilc.iJ the widest pari of its hmulih 
is about half a mile toward* the middle. There is one weighty 
reason to suppose that this ■ Dlmbikomt bit - was the jdae'e 
from which Main* was meued by her brothers. It is so 
dww to ArtiHa that she must have fount! it most suitable 
for her purpose io mislead the Ibw.tn Hnd bring him 
then* in order In get him within easy reach of her brothers, 

" a fra,,l ti* own people. The Dhabi kona 

*inf is about ten miles to the south-east ol Jnhiuigir- 
pur. the town of Dewsn .Tohnngir, who must have come down 

to the ' fat by following one of the numnrous course* of the 

Dluinu 

There h another village named Amlin in the subdivision 
of Netmkonn, hv miles to the north-west of Kcnddn Eut 
this Arnlmis positively throne with which Chum! niiuni 
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wus concerned: for Amlin, where our hero met Malmi. wa? 
rmly n few mile* from lib own citluge on tho Satin. This will 
lie ap pa run I from the ineideiil* dim'rilied in ihe poem. The 
Arulin cm the Ifhndnir rsnc-lly answer* this purpose, Itt-ins? 
only five or six miles from the Sutm: whcieu rlie Arulia 
to the north-west or Ivomlmi fo alumi thirty miles from Sofia. 
It would be impossible for CIikiiiI limed to hare travelled 
this dtsl/iTicJ 1 within three ur four hoars as mimtjuhMl in this 
poom. 

There i> iilrtu another -Tnhniigirpur nlionf four mill-* to 
the trnt of Kisoregrttij twenty-eight miles from Anil to. We' 
do not believe that this -Tulin ugirpur in referred to in the luilbul. 
TJie Jahttiigirpmv near I ho postal town of Sukburi which we 
hare alrcndv mentioned, seems to he the one men tinned jtl 
the lullin') It is only nine miles la fhe north-wicst of Amlin, 
whore the chief incidents of tlm scone were en&oled. A line 
"1 (he LVwims, hwreft of all post glory. is still living in the 

place, and the neighbouring vi I luges still ... with the 

snug of Muhin, 

Tins song of Malun, though it does mu bring im face tu 
(ace with romantic scenery nntl dminrdic situilions as in 
' Mohuo,* nnil though it does not show much ingenuity in 
)ht) weaving uf lIn? pint lit. the other luiljad. is nevertheless 
)ite.sessed of o very high order ul lyric beauty, and it rise* 
loan almost epic grandeur in the last scene ilium Mulun sacrifice* 
her life. MnhnA Huimefer d 0 **? not indeed possess the simple 
charm and trank earn!mir of I he gipsy girl, hut it rises to n 
dignity gorging mi (he majestic in great moments of life. 
She appears like a queen In heir Horning rage, and like the 
stall to of a queen in her silent tiilVei ings 

The ImlJnd dons not. Iimnoer, form on organic whole. It 
breaks utT after the marring'' of Chain] Ttiinui with Halim. 
ThU port ion may indeed lie regarded as a prologue to the 
main story which counnenoe* fmm the advent of the Knri 
on the sectle. The episodes uf (liis latter portion have given 
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the storj ft homogeneous character I wins woven round a plot 
of high dramatic interest. 

MhIuh b * complete in I,!2iT lines and is divided into 19 
cantos, lies ides, there are thirty linos of the preliminary 
song’tribute iu it, composed hy Chandra vat i. 

|>TNK8Ii CHANDRA SEN. 

7, BrawAKosa Lsnv. Baobazar. 

Ciflt'ttUa. .7lh J/urr/i, /??■!. 


MALUA. 

Thu P n m i mixary Bysiv. 

First of till I should sing ft hymn in praise tho onB 
God who U without a beginning. Among tho Doras l oH«r n 
hymn to SivH, the great ascetic. Among the I Sul!? 

praises of Burga end her Iff" daughters Lotofami and Sart*s- 
wati. By worship pine Litkshmi, one becomes master of riches 
and by singing a hymn in honour of Suraswati, one gets 
access to the treasure of learning. 1 hereby offer hymns to the 
sky above, to the winds nwt to Gad urn-the Lord of birds. 
Praises do 1 offer also to Seven N'ether region* and to liusukt— 
the greet snake, My humble tribute of respect is due to 
Muimsu Devi, the mother of AstiU uiul the goddess of ssiakw, 
whose poison i* dreaded by Brahma himself. Amougd lmr 
devotees, pnihes do I offer to the merchant king Chi ml null inl¬ 
and Uj his son Lakslimdum and bis daughter-in-law BhUju 
(Bobiita}. Amongst the rivers Allow me to sing a hymn in 
I hi uoiir of the Gangus, brought down from huav^ti by 
mtha. Amongst the woman-kind, ah honour to Sita -the 
rhn'Us wife. Amongst (sbriues I make my obeisance to Kadii 
{Benares) and Gaya. Most esteemed amongst the mortals of 
the world are mj parents by whose grace this wretched one 
baa seen the light. Amongst the saaes, my respect* *re due 
to Balmikl—the great saint. I also sing praises ot all i i«at 
moves ami breathes in the world-the waters, the I tilde, (he 
U ppur and the nether worlds. On the mailed looks of Siva 
are KAla and MalidkfUa and l bow down to both. I do hereby 
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pay my refute to the ^ who initiated mu into the 
nereis .if spiritual life, mill but of all. r bow dawn to ft* 
!.[|uarH^hu]i.‘.l wgr th 

Thu* does Gbuidiavati lim>h htr ofFmiu^ of vm:--tribute. 

11 * t- 30 * 


l. I'lll! I' T.OOil ANll Tilt V\ UIJ, 1 Jj. 

Slmvly dill tlifv Hood subside in October in the low hinds. 
I lie mother of Clnmri Bhtod railed aloud ‘Arise, my son, 
from the bod, wa*h you* face bright ns i.he moon hi id go to thu 
helds. There thu tbb^ should hi well nude he tween the 
farrow, to preserve milt water. Itomumber that the harvest 
time is N'ormnliur when we expacl our cArrli crops. % t the 
rumblings of the clouds, they «i-m like a call to the min- 
waier to jwmr in. Go to the fluids early. The Idtmk clouds 
have covered the sky and they row aUntorvals, How long 
will ymi remain idle, sleeping in ih*, house t. ’ 

L'he min cainc pour.ag and completely overflowed the 
Helds. All agricultural oparnttoas were stoppai a, the land 
lay under the flool-io inUtt«dmppointnwat of the pea- 
r*rUs who hut all their resources. It was the season for the 
l uj i. Lku in th^ir iJDtUusiism to perform 

the ruja at their houses. oltected money by giving away 
th«,r children es security to the money-lenders. In Novem- 
** r all the Hue crops of the $1*19011 p wished under water,—to 
the c it tiro ruin of all the prospects of the peasant*. The dews 
of November brought fin obstinate fever on Chand Binod. 
Ills mother wept to lus Condition and vowed to Duron that 
Hilt would Offer to the gnddtw a pnir of bufrioas as , W rittee 
iFCImiuI Bmod recovered, At serioiw lieu mm his condition 
that she apprehended liLs death and wopt day ntid flight By 
thu grace of IWidenc, < 3 hand Hi nod pniued the M 

wa * umv ttl * ■**>* «r November, th* nu4„r protected her 
son from the shivering told hy her tattered 


Ciiand Binod now became completely cun tl by the grace 
of the Goddess of Fortune— Lafcsbmi, hut there was not a grain 
of rice left in the house wherewith to worship the deity. On 
the day of worship the mother brought a scythe for reaping the 
crops and handed it to Chand Hinod asking him to go to ih« 
field* He look five shoots of the plant Mtd (a sort of cane) 1 in 
his hand and went towards the field singing a barammhi song. 
But to his utter dismay he found that the min of October had 
totally destroyed the crop. In deep despair he returned home 
and informed his mother of the catastrophe. The mother and 
son wore plunged in deep sorrow, Ibe Loss of this crop 
meant starvation tor the whole year. There was already 
fa mine tn ihe ooitutry and rice was selling at ono-and-balf 
per rupee. In the month of January when black mint covered 
the land, th* mother and the sou oosiously thought over the 
matter hut could not devise any means for lheir sustenance. 
The hull* wore released from the yoke and sold. Five plots 
of land he made over to the mpnoydcmler as security. Now 
he had no lands—no hull*. How could lie -row rice, pulses or 
mustard? Jiuumvy, February and a omdiierahk* part of Muoli 
he spent idly at home, failing to wenre any work. In the 
month of April he look a cage In his baud and wild to his 
mother with a sweat smile. 1 tfftrmit me* deaf mother* to go to 
hunt falcons.' With the lu-lp u( hurtling fuel he prepared n 
itijipt mid filling ins hooka with water smoked a while. There 
W4STU, ookad rice loft «r the night before; nor was there even 
uuv rice-dust to u meal in the house. Chxind Uinod was 
hungry and looked pule. He was going away to hnttt but 
there was nothin-; for hh break fwl in tin house, I ho 

S.M,- ,w. «< *.«.. iml wit* ll- ii'i- «•! ihrt^An’ * »■ -* wmiiuA «Ub 

Tt rr .WUw , iWI rt«tksl»a la llM h"H«t ■ il iK lll -»ifc- fr“ T •" *** 
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mother’* tear* flowed down without check while bidding him 
farewell. She was maddened by griuf, when her famished 
soil left the house with the burning rays of April sun over his 
bare head in tin? paths where on cool wind blew to soothe his 
body, scorched Hy the heat of tin- season. 

LI, 1-fiO 


3. Oja thk IV a v. 

There aa he went he saw in the Quid* iht> crimwm colon red 
ears of the *huli crop drooping low in the ground. He 
thought of paying a dying visit to h m sister's house that by 
on the way, He aske l his sister to cone out and wud, 1 Dear 
iinter, ! uni starting nn a hunting excursion and T have cornu 
to take leave of you.' 

She prcpired nice xhachi lie tel s with lime and catechu and 
lilleJ a bug with fried sk'ilt rice and sweet banana fruits. 
Besides this she offered him a quantity of tobacco. Taking 
leave of hiii sister Chand Binod started again. His sister 
strained her eyes and stool gating at him as far t» she could 
see him. With tUo trained falcon in his cage, Clmnd Ilinod 
proceeded on in his journey. 

It whs .Tune and the falcon screamed at short intervals 
glad at the prospect »f rain. Tile sky was overcast with 
Clouds whose shadow darkened the land. They rowed and 
the tfcwfe of lightning dueled the eyes. At home the poor 
mother wept for her ion. Thu screams of the falcon indi¬ 
cated the advent of a full monsoon Tht mother and sister 
passed their days in great anxiety for Chrind Binnd. ■ Aks 

W,w *« h,l< kv «<"« * n *e famt lands in pursuit of falcons f 
Th- mother feared that her dear might l w bitten by 
snake r. P rfevourad by n tiger. fn her lonely Cottage she Wi 
not a wink ol slmjp anti wept all niu;ht. 

Li i-air. 


MAU.V 


hi 


8. Thk l") aIVS' Of tow. 

JJuW boar, O my audience, the taJe of Chund Hi nod « 
journey. It wu the village of Arulia which he reached at 
noon. At the extreme end of llie village there was a blind 
poud irovcred with weeds. The place was full of shrubs, and 
on the four sides of tha pond there were banana tree* protected 
bv a fence of thorny wa ndur plants. Arriving at that place, 
the weary passenger pleasantly looked at the Iwsuly of tbe 
pond and its adjoining scenery. Near the landing yhat 
there was a kfidnmfot tree covered with flowers in full bloom ; 
he look his scat under the tree. The July nighta are short and 
sleep often linger’* on Olio's eyes in the day-time. As Chand 
Biuod sat under the kadttmba tree during the hours of noon, 
he dozed for a while till lie fell fast asleep. It vu a sound 
sleep; evening came and he still slept in that lonely place. 

Main a, the maiden who had gone to fetch water from the 
pond, wondered as to who could he the yoiiLh that slept mi 
the landing //An', She placed her pitcher on the ground and 
[juickly came down to the lost step of the gk'tt. As she 
did she stopped now and then to sec the youth. How 
handsome was he and how soundly did he sleep ! Hie sun 
bid already sunk on the western horizon and the evening 
umh ready lo yield ln;r place to night. Tct how long 

Mould he sleep alt alone in this place 1 If in the depth 
of nighi hi- awakes, where will he go Tor shelter, a stranger 
;w lie Ls in this land? * 0 my traveller, yon have no 

hninc, no parents hum, Who will give you a place t<» 

spend the nil'll! $u this lonely forest ? ’ Whence has 
he conn TV here »s h^ home ? A maiden am I, how can 

1 learn nil ibis? Awake, rny traveller,* was the 
inaudible voice nf the diy mtiden's soul. * Will he ns: 
though i di ■, ’ r. Hpiifj 1 to !}<h silent cdl ol my miu-J - Slow 
can I slay liorit long near a stranger i« tlu»evening i’ll al»ne r 
It l hint the I in w or 1 would rou*" him from hi# sleep 
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uud show him the way to my rilli-r's home. In tlm 
dark nigfit when* will yon go. 0 traveller, unless *01110 one 
shovTS you the path ? How strung* tlmt ul Uib hnur such 
a sound -deep 1m* comp upon yon 1 . Awake, 0 Imre Her, 
hasten to moot that one whose treasure of heart yon are, 1 
She pushed the Water with her pitcher and rreated thereby 
small ripples and thru thought again • How can 1 i-oiisa 
hitn from fib sleep? I have un.w(fe with me, If one 
of my sisters-in-law were with mo, somehow both «f us 
rnisjlji contrive to break hk sdiNsp. if m y mother bad 
come with mu, I would have uskod her lo reque-4 the 
traveller to lie u guest at our house, I am n helpless tustul^ii 
und am oil nloue. for tihulesly > vtk<* lunv c-m 1 talk li> 
a stranger ? But still my heart is sud for (dm. lie fcw 
apparently U«it hi* way' Tim pfchi* of Udl-metat she 
drew clow to her bmwt tiud mud 1 O my pitolir-r ; break 
hin -deep by ywiir mhiuI/ living llib dm -dnwty tilled it 
with water. 

The sou ml .wukuiu.Nl Clnuid llinod. n also I unde (he 
falcoti send one nf iN shrill cries to the sky. \.m full) mvuku 
C.hatnl I tji mil ns | lied that h'Mtititnl iniiiiim is ■in ruing home with 
her pitcher of water, Her dishevelled hnir. black ns clouds 
almost touch*! her feet -tin* hair uloue was north a lakh of 
rupee* 1 Slit! looked iike a fresh flowr m a denari ml 

gariieu, What a pair of Im-im eye-: Their glnmrn wtu enough 
tci madden even a saint'* heart, ‘i tinvef saw u maiden so 
heautjftil! M’W whew hotis,. ih yon lighten, u lamp "I 
Iwmttj?' MWimiur-til In «Mmium|j Ms it really a drew in 

[hut 1 urn (Iriatmiuts—11 wide awake? WhuMa treasure 

«f heart art lIiuii, O mniduu? You hmk liUn water-lily thm 

hft* bln*.d in rim Imul,—-lik--utter of the sky tliai has on. 

duvus to (In* earth to gladden it bv its light, () my falcon, 
Uy oil your wing* mill hrins* me thu hicsangc. Where tine* 
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lilt! girl live? Wbo fire her parents run! whose wife i- 
*hrV Turning to the maiden bo sj*|s| within hinw'lf, * Louk 
behind, dear maiden, so that t may timw more have a sight 
of your miHm*like face. Alas ! I have i—t my heart uii thi* 
landing ffAai ! Are vuU married ? If you are, how utin 1 
covet another man’* wife? IT you ere still ,i maiden, even 
then where is the uliance for me? 1 Troubled in bi« mind 
with these .[iieriet which he trmld not solve, he whisperml 
HRain to his falcon ‘Flyaway homeward, dour une, Mud i*dl 
my mother that Cham) Hinod has I ven killed hy n tiger. 
Toll Iw-r that her dear son w ill not vUt lib home again, mu) 
ily away, Q falcon, mid give the same message to my dear 
sister; and lost, fly invay and meet tht-> maiden on her way 
and ton'ey to her my innermnsf thoughts. 1 

The sight uf ihe '.rrangnr, bright n*. the muon, brought He 
crimson glow of shyness to the maiden on whom youth had 
j»>t dawned. She did not itog thuiv n moment, hut rut urn* 
ud home Aud Chant! tiiiiod with the falcon In hi* hunt) -.turf* d 
for the house or his staler 

U, 

t Till. MaIIIFN TAHKS VO t»M> ANII HU l%Sl'I,AN.'l IQ Si. 

The live MAttjrvill-bin naked Mai oh * Uoi% l" it, sister, 
that you went to the bathing ffhnt yc^lovdiiy nil alone- And 
will von fell u- wli' - vour disurd'ivil idnlhes l1nilrv.nl in 

B ! 

ihe w ind mid your hair hum; irnmd ynnr fiuv ad djsll"'elh’d? 
Ifnlf of your piU'hef i* filled with wat«i and the other half 
empty, Surely we notion .1 elmigrt in Viol Hut ye*tfi'di\ 
you looked Ilka a iUf-i*e Hod on J Io-iIjv you .ire .i full-blown 
lldtrwr. Mo not deceive us. sister. do not i-iniv.il ..ay i1H.il 
C ome to-day with us til ills Imlliinit ,^"t Take your pitcher, i 
httiroomb of mica and ' hnttb d o -m-loil \T>‘ will ei-mh 
your ending hair loosened in the night mid “coot h \m1 
there all alone you will upon your niimiuid hid- uothdiv r-uin 
os. It is just the time, dear “i^er, when maiden* >eek the 
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(hphhmii.v ilndr hu-djamls. Pin it it, though yoUaresu fair 
srirl, you linvu still to live ut your father's home all alone I Su 
Ih v miiitfill are you that vourcharms lmv« Lliu power to eaptivata 
our mind, though women we are. 

Muttm, 

■I uanuot fruess why you prevent my sroiitir to the 
bulbing ffhnt 

The nbfeet-in-lnte. 

* You are like the moon, we fear lest the demon f rutin) 
gels hold of you in solitude.' 

Mahiti. 

‘ I hud levi*i lust night iitid tHtjrn i" [mill in uiy limbs. 
You all go to lliL* bathing $!><*( to-day, J am not going to 
nvirompatiy you . 1 

Tb« sister s-in-hiw possed "01110 remark* in inaudible 
wh^pet' anil ".hirtisl for the hatlmig Moluu entered her 

Groping ivxiin, 

U. I --ES, 

Au. a nun YJ ilua axji uni: Faiiiee’* 1’amIi.v. 

lliradbar, the fat Inn of Muluu, was 0 t!e!e rt»>- (plough- 
m»u) by ' lit* will 1 hr head-mtui of the village. Sis 

ih" sorts wen' well-off. * Their gmimrios were tilled with 
thm crops. 'Ehuro were leu ruUuh-coiVi in the cowshed and a 
good number of hull* for ploughing. The Mole das family was 
far above want. God bad granted 11 iradhor the Hrxm of 
half- t-dimm excmltetil children and worldly rushes besides. 
Ho possessed ±1 mHi* of ngrimiHural land which yielded ahaii 
nud -t«wii crop. only. The eeramouiei* of Ourgv Pujii ami 

L‘-- *itts lb ’* 4 ™- mil* TTisuld lirtilfc hlhmt I * hip/,-11. 
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|)«1 (Ttftiutv.t tuid other religious fusiiviiins wee performed ut 
hi* house and the Jfmlmiiuis wen* led well during the Mv*lh 
ewremouy of hi** ancestors. Hit only dkudilw Muluit hntl 
part’d her twelfth year anil stepped in In her tint youth. Tin- 
father became anxious in i*rt tier married Ciradhar wished 
ihat ns slii^ iv.is the nuljr djui'jhti!r in the home she should In* 
married to it youth of the statu* of ft prince. Many n bride¬ 
groom «oiiif}il tfan bnftth of \fulmt, lint Uimdhnr dltl tmw find 
Ituy one suitable ftliinilgsf them. §*1 he felt Ui>eft*flf about flu* 
prohpwts of her marriage 

LI. l-lft 


(1. Os Til K UaTJUSH fj It AT AfiAlS. 

Ljiiii* nn her hod Mitlm linliled hot««■!f to thonghl* tike 
these : 

■ Whence did the youth come, glorimi* the uinoii * <>h 
tUii indescribable moment When l him him iu the ImlltliJpc 
ffltui'. lit* i' surely ji wanderer ill these l'<jretft-region* — 
a-lumtitig falcon*. Whore did lie spouil Ihe Inst night mid 
wliurc did he fcocp lii* fat can V t iti were I f Hilt falcon 
tnyM-dl 1 would Imv>* stared will! him mid wandered with 
him from t'nrtwi to forest. To chunk whom do you mil aim u I 
from tliusky aliove? Tlnsre I lit* rains oi duly are fulling in •' 
hundred streim*. The rivers nr« sw*ditto with flood) their 
hanks urn under water. Xi>f a plot of dry trmd is to hr '«*eii 
all uround. Where did tint hup!ran youth fcpwid w wiyhl 
us this ! J if lie would come to our house as a vilest I would, 
with i he permkdnii nf m . v Inf her, giro him n ->»ui to rest » w Idle. 
A tine mu I would f spread for him and offer him « Imx 
of betels.’ And then she thought, II sueh a welcome ^iiom 
would indeed to otir home apd wish it. feitrn would I nlTer 
him myself.’ 

Tim noon she spent vexed wiih her ow n Htpustht*. 

The after-noon she '[wilt idly lying nn her In*iL 


as MY MEN Stiff! IVALLADS C 

Hut when the evening came, with the pitcher of beli- 
metal in her ham) she i»tart«l towards the bathing ghat. She 
dirt not inform her five sisters-in-law of her intention. 

The oblique rays of the setting sun of July peeping 
through the clouds produced an unlxja ruble heat in the Iwdy 
and ft it for this that Malut went there all alone 1o take her 
evening bath 1 

Hu., do not dissemble. Oh girl, Filling the pitcher with 
water ft really not your object; it is a pretest. Neither 
is bathing your object: it is also a pretext. The truth is that 
two hearts have been drawn i a each other and thin ft the 
course of love. 

She vame to the bathing yknl mid she saw, a* on the day 
before, the youth asleep under the km^ambtt tree. The falcon 
pcre&tnod from the cage, and Chnud Hinod opened his eyes 
at the sound of hft pel bird. Ho glanced at the landing step-* 
and tllGfw saw the Itesutifnl girl tilling her pitcher with water. 

Chaitd 1U nod. 

* lloar me, Q maiden. 1 wander from forest to forest, 
hunting falcons. There ft none here to listen to tin- tale of 
my sorrows. My name is Chautl Binod. My profession is 
falcon-huntin'’, IVho AT© you, O beautiful girl 5* livery day 
you come to till your pitcher with water here. Whose 
daughter are you ? .Vre you married If It you are another 
man 1 ? wife, tell it, fair maiden, I will in (hut ease behold your 
*w uet face for the lust time and then go hack homo I will 
tint in future coma to this land for limiting falcons. ] was 
near yon n little lime yesterday but to-dity J am waiting with 
an object. Kindly give an account of yonmlf. 

Jfl id mi, 

1 My fiilhi-i-'s name ft Hi rail hnr mid mother's naiue. ft 
Asliamn. 
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** 1 saw you yesterday nUo sleeping under the flow or*tree, 

» A strange/you are and it ill becomes me to hold a 
conversation hero. Come to my father's home and be a 
guest there. 

•' WiUi the falcon in your hand you wander about the 
rarest. How do you pass your nights in this wilderness ? 
Tigers and bears infest the place. Are you not afraid of losing 
your life ? This pond is covered with weeds and lias i eep 
holes in its hank*—the homes of Mack snakes. If one of them 
bites yon it will end your young life. My father and mother 
are known for their saintly life *U OT« the country. I 
burn live brothers in our home, and there are' many relation* 
and kinsmen besides. *U Uve together. Cnmo to our 
home and spend the night with w. You had better not follow 
the path by which I will go. Yonder lies lire village path 
haunted by .mm ami women. A* you wilt proceed by it 
you will had there a big outer house, the door* are *een from 
the path. At the front there is a pond, its landing step* 
nre built of stone. The house faces the east and ho* 
doore. At its front and at the Ivack you will find garden* full 
of fluvvers and fruits. If you ask the neighbour, they vil 
Hfiy * It b the tion^« oE tln> liend-ttum of iho village, \\J 
should VOU -pend the night in this wilderness? If you conic 
over to our iimtfe, Wc shall spread a cool mat for you : my 
five sisters-iu-luw will prepare a rich variety or curries 
for your dinner. Stay, goad youth, stay with tu this night. 

So savin- Malmi with the pitcher of water w ent away and 
Chan.i Binod wilh the cage in hi* hand took a different 

U. 1-76. 
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a youth came la the house in the evening. Hiradhar 
called It/bite *»»* and a*k«l them to attend to the guest. 
They brought him cool Water to wash his hands and feet with. 
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Their livt' wives cooked a ^oml nn^il for hi-, nntortjiiimielit. 
Thu esculent foot*, ! Ili- m<m knrlm, were cut to phuMJH [tint 
frk-d: i^i«or| viuttj wu> j>jv pmvd hy We *liin fruit*. Stew wiw 
made of (In- i'.ti lish wii h >pioo—-Hie fii'r(, Thirty-sis diiTewnt 
Curries ut n uunked one by one, unl dried IBh wu- fried with 
ritts-iKlite. t\ Lilt the live brother# (’Imnd Hiimd oit down to 
dints. He relished tlic meal very mm-h ; in fiiet in* hud never 
eaten line so ni^roenhje In I lie palate. Thu pW« and tho curries 
he enjoyed well. The fried thiuis* hail ait excellent taste. 
Sweet enkes, with thickened milk pul inutdo them—of every 
variety—tin* puttt, Ihe p»'i, ilm rhitiitlrapMti mill the pou 

jnit in lh|ii{d *uKnr ami red—irenr served to Cham! 

Binod one utter another and el-ruth relished hy him. 

When the repnii was over In- \\ t , Tinwn a mom in the 
outer apart mont. The five wives hud pro pa red nl>nch i be I e h 
with clow* nml cardamom, un n r M e mat a good bed was 
apmul and a fan decomted with mica was placed on one <ide 
ihf the b®L 

Hu had l sound -dui'p in the utyht, and in the mmiiim- 
h« took hire well of his hast. II- hawml to lilrmlhar arid In 
hi* live smut mid then Marti-d fmm the plitec. 

I llir beanriliil Muluo lay iu room nil nlillir*, 

U ? -SS. 

S. Tuk IbwmsAT,, 

C hand .lHmrl paid a vi*!t to lii# sMur and re kited in tier 
all that (lad taken phu t*. But 1m nulumlly full a delicacy in 
expressing hi* desire to tmirvy Malum A sW* heart con hi. 
however, read tin- innurrnosr Hkmdic of a brother without liB 
tt-llinur all. 

H.i‘ (hen cairn- hack hauu*, hut fell ji graal sbynOPi in 
iettiti? his mother know of his reeling*. Jnlv and Attguat 
possed and h was September. Ho could iso longer boor tin* 
pain of hr> heart but fold tho whole story to hj» coinrnrfr*. 
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Thus slowly tins mutter reached the ears of the mother. Sht? 
>ent [i mutch-maker to BiradJmr with a propiml. 

When the eleventh year b»<) passed and the maiden 
liiul stepped into her twelfth, even from that time the parents 
were looking for a suitable groom for her. 

Tin* clothes she had worn nil these days now became ion 
short, ami in vain flit! she struggle tn cover her showing 
charms with her wli. 

Tito mjighbuuf> whkperiugly cut many a pleasant joke. 
Simn- of them suid, " Ttchold there thn hud of youth is 
blooming,” 

In the month uf July, iliradhar could not settle the 
marriage anywhere. August was held hi auspicious, UeluiU, 
the devoted bride, hud U*Lome a widow having been married 
in that mouth. In Soptemlwr no religious, function could bo 
performed needrding to the custom of the country. So her 
marriage had to hi? put off again. In the month of October 
people became busy with the Pujus; so no attention could be 
given to the cpmsttou of her marriage. In the month of 
November (Kurtik) Hmulhnr had expected for his daughter :+ 
bridegroom handsome a-* the warrior-god Kartikeyn. JIul 
none of the proposals that had come was found fcijual to his 
expectations. In December the fields looked glorious with 
golden harvest. 11 i rndhnr thought that in such n mouth a 
bridegroom would he *eeurud for his daughter, who would look 
as glorious os the ricli crop* of the Hold. But none was found 
of that description. In the mouth of daiiuary, the country lay 
umler thick mist, and Lbc custom of Hie country would not 
at low any marriage to take place in tlrat month. In February 
the match-makers came up With u list of likely par ties, and the 
father began to consider the proposals. The merchant 
Smiudhar of Cham pal Ala bad an only son handsome as the god 
Ivartikeyu. Hr was the msuttpr of twn-ftlitl-a-lmlf pur«* at 
hind. But IHnulhar said, " The family has no *1*0111 status.” 
From Diglmllmti another proposal bad come, and ibis won 
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discussed. " Tins family is rloh ; there art' many members in 
it. Their cowiliwl i* full of eaitlo and their Melds grow 
fine rice of nil variety, which they weigh in hie scale* 
nml gather in their granaries.” Qiradbar, however, could 
not give his assent to this proposal cither. There was the 
same difficulty, Their -ocml statu* was not MifliriciU ly high 
ami there was besides some scandal a hoot the fiimtlv. From 
Snaimg in the north there hud come it proposal. They were 
quite well ulT and their arrangement of the household was 
perfect, I he father traded in rice and hb four soils were 
handsome its angels 'they hud many fashionahte Imats for 
racing—anchored at the I. Hiding i/finl *.f the river, and kept four 
liLthlittg hulb li&uta*. Hie loud grain in the house was so 
profuse that Ihey eared nut if much was wasted, lint FlJradlwr 
knit his brows ami mill, •*Olio uf their anceatom was u 
leper—my daughter cun not he married Into I Mat family." 
iV hen the list wu* thus considered and discussed, there came 
the proposal from Chimd Bhmri’s mother, llirndh&r lejirni 
all particular abdpl the purciiiage of the |:u] mill his home 
ln>tu th* - iiMLcli-mnhiT. I he lad was .iecniLi|dished and 
h i ml some Hi* social stains h n> Ijigli Sum* o moil ■ iht* 
//Wr KaUxtrUt* nttiked higher in social esteem. lib father 
was a |»ig man in (he country mid llu-r* b no vandal against 
any otic ul the family. 'Mt.rl,** Hirwthor shrugged his 
ihenldem and thought, ‘ how can I Differ mi daughter to 
such u home ? Sot Men au acre ol land has ho tu spread 
the rice for drying, There is Only one room of which the 
straw roof is rotten, limv will my daughter live in that room 
during the rains ? Sin- U the darling of tier parents, and her 

live brothers hold 1. . dear as hr.-. How wllUlm hour this 

^m-nu- poverty ' rr rt luiinlrnl .,f rice ho mpiirnl for 
w orshipping the h:tm iM-^hkss, limy mtmot supply it from 

their own Store. My daughter b not satis tied even with her 

dlk ow'f/; how will dm In* aide {<, wear rags » So un, ihi* 
caimot be, I can nut agree lo (his juvpo«il." 
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TU« match-makerreturned and lulii nil to Chain! Uinod - 
mother. She Iwcame sorry. “ Providence” she ’^u-ht. 
<* will nat [ittilt nov son's desire. \\ hid can bo done ' 
Cbnnd Stood cutne to know «r Hftom]m Mend*. He now 
resolved tu go to some foreign land to tr> his fortune, 

Ll. 1 
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fine (lloriting In* TOM' 141 and to 1u> mother, It 
not become me, n healthy youth, i' 1 sit hlly ll horn*. 
\y« imvu wt rice to ent and there is nothing ettnwl. Ho* tai1 
\io picserve (lie honour of n«r fartitty in thi' " ,1 . 1 All<w 011, 
good mhlfior, to go abroad t" <*& money. I «« determined. 
There w.w sonic cooked rice of the. nl^lat «* 1 

soimt "men chilly ho ftte this meal, lid touched the f'*ct or 
his mother to takn leave of tier and then Parted for home. 
Thu trained falcon ho took with him in » cage. I1(J u<:nt - 
the path h ading to I be guwfc Iioosc. The unfortunate mother 
stood at the goto pursuing his figure with her eye* through thu 
bain boo t;r(iV«8 tttul Ihi 1 leafy IsniiiClii?* of tivw i^hicJi r^ 11 ^ * 
touched his bark, ns he proceeded otl his pUi; die wiped her 
eyes after lie had acne, uul of sight and returned home wills 
slow steps. 

Month! flashed after his departure nnd one complete year 
was now over. 

9 

<< Vour unxiulk**, <> Chaml mother, :ir« now 

over. Come out and behold, your dear sou W coinu bach. 
As she heard the**- worth of a neigh hour, she was maddened 
with jiu and forth with came out ami stood in the l Hl,h 
As she *IU him hack after a hing full year. I«irs began In 
fail from her eyes. Falcon ■hunting hod ]'roved it *«ry 
prolltolitc business this time. U« bad acquired large pints 
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ot land ami some houses, iKeaduu prizes and rewards itt plenty. 
The Dewan Sahel) who was the lord ol the surround ini: 
country had favoured him imdnmde a grant of twenty m*/« of 
land as reward for lies skill. (’hand Hinod was ugood architect 
himself; lie now built with his awn hands a uiru house 
on the banks of Lhu Slw/itt {lit, the Thread;, ETo built several 
houses, soimj with Four and others with eight pitched roofs. 
TUo outer house was built w ith particular care. EIo covered 
the Mint cbm] walls with very fine mats, and the routs with 
the straw vailed the «tu. H*' employed his arrlstk hi hails 
in the door-wavs which with ihicnr.ilions looked blight As Lin* 
tiuMin. He decorated the walla with the wimp of the king* 
Ushers (w iwft/tan tic now empluycil tuitti | o dig a poud. 

llH Ira nr, pi well l water been mu a delight to the wyes. People 
said to oiio another, “ Itch old, die oniv son of his m other, how* 
rich has he become 1 There is an elephant in his stall. The 
smile of Lakuhmi is on his house. w 
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Mow* the news of his turning rich spread in the country 
and Qimdlnr himself etmt a amtcU-lhuker this lime with tin; 
proposal (ouce rejected by him h The mutch * maker insisted 
on havliif* the tiiarria^B ceremony (wtrformed in March. The 
details wore settled and an astrologer was called to ft* the 
auspicious day, lie consulted the all mimic atul discussed tlm 
position uf the planets and settled a date. The marriage was 
to take plan- in the father-in-law* house. Cband Mined 
started for ihe marriage with due pomp. He rode n horse. 
Before and Iwhind him sounded the tabor, lh^ trumpet and 
other musical instruments. The young lads of the village 
accompanied him. The sky lifetime lit up with bonfires of 
various kinds such as rockets, bombs and other 11 re-works, 
They all came to 11 mid bar’s place, I lie womenfolk advanced 
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to receive the bridegroom with dm* honour They ottered 
Iheir blessing imd sounded oouoii shells, and sang and 

id»veil un musical instrument*. 

* The mother of the bruit) with some elderly women went 
from house to house hoggin? btesiing* from their 

good nm-bhoursu^n the bride so that she might lw 

at her husband'* home. Tfcf mother beside earned a flat- 
shaped [date dedicated to the Goddess of Fortune on her 

head and kept it covered with the edge of Wow/i. In that 

plate there were these articles,—the paste ot lir *‘ ulftS < 
ot*kaii species, three pinches of dust picked up from the 
compound of tlm house, pieces of turmeric and some oil and 
vermilion. With these Oil the plate carried on Ihe head 
y lC W ent from house to house. Behind her went the nuaii-m* 
of the village singing festive wings, Thun she. tilled a cup 
with dforv‘/NWi* and reserved it for the bride who was 
made to touch some coin* * sin* did w wilh a prayer for her 
future fortune ; »he ubo touched the sacred wood called the 
mum, the prayer of the mother being that her daughter 

might V‘ in her bUilmnd’s be*h The ( lht> rn,lh t 

and other sacred rites were performed and thus the marriage 

came to an end. . 

Tim bridetuwl the bridegroom notv played at dice. Curmn*- 
ly Chnnd JHnod was defeated in tho ploy Wtou*' his mind ** 

nm in it. lie prepared I m of ful ' S*¥ htMp 3 h> ; 

flm time the night was already over, and Chund Bhh 

became anxious to return to his home, G' 1 ' tu Kf u ’-bt "a i 
h'lrulH ur the 'black night' when the imdiaud ami wife 
should not moot. Then came or lhe a^pieum-* 

night. Binodwenltothenuptini chamber. One sum amp, 
liU .me solitary star, spread its dint light and what a surp.w 
to llie husband when just as bis eyelids wore closing under the 
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jtpeJI nf sleep, lie saw the new bride standing Iwfbru him ! 
!'h« Hi-hr of Malua took otvay deep from hi* #yrn and 
churn .ml (hem. Hu caught liar by her Arm and spoke 
endearingly. He removed ilmvdl from her face. Oh M h.it 
HnomU’r! Hmv horntifu! tin* face and how beautiful the 
curve of her eye-brows ’ What a happiness ' ft appeared dial 
in h ilfirk room une had suddenly t-outt* into the poreseftsien nf 
pure gold. He wns mmhk-ned l.v her beauty. Oer long hnlf 
touched her very ankle-. Willi the imhrniiln! b*rk» «f her 
luxuriant liair I hand lUuud ptayi'd inef/hiu'i (a kind id 
spori t. Slu* said in whispers, " Whitt art* you doing, my 
heart * lord : lit* 1 «ii’« of my tit >* brother* have known 
no steep in thuir curiosity ami I brutish tin* small opening 
of ilio tJwtdu'd nails Mudr dark uyo arc intent on gazing 
at yptt, J will not I«mr, 1 cm my ornuiiiuiil* make a 
sound. They will milk* 4 the Whale H'iumt rim* with ihciv 
laughter ami jokes hMmirmn morning and drat will, mu as if 
I were n culprit. Wait, dear lord, $otttH not taoidnst 1 ,' 1 

Ihu light wns put out untl they -lupt. apuri. Viiil linn 
tin- 4 *tntiihn rnfci * or lllu mtspHuns night p*v.i-<|. 

U, I.Htl 


11- Ht-rrux IIomk. 

In ilu- mniiiing Mallui nr<»*- IY<>m her ln-i| and (hand tlinod 
sat in I he courtyard and noshed Ids hands am) Had with 
ilnttaiol iviUerrem'i voilou iln* |n*Hvrmis night fur [be purpose. 

He whs hi stiwl for his home IItut evening with Ibt- 
non bride. Urn* mother, mini mul u11.,■ r rdutimis wept at 
purling wtilt hnr. I he m<iUi>'t tiiiiituiiud saving, " 1 took 
care tn bring run up nil these yunrs. It ln p rt . pnr(} 
you for this hour. You rm* t» U >an u* u,.ihiy and g,> tu 

another family la laumnm theirs." Tin hi l her wept.. 

in thu sumo strain, lire unjghl|0»rs ..ip atut said, “ Do 

no! waste dmu in vnin Jm.umting*, Puck up tlm ar tj t ,| w 
Which shmi M gfi With llm pair. Many I him** and ra4..ts 


were tilled with thing*. Small bug" mat filled with spices; 
tine fried rice of die fAnni specie*, oil tad vermilion were pieced 
in vessek When the dual hour of departure came the 
mother wiped her eyes and said. '* tVe could not give you 
any comfort in this house. Much hate you suffered lie re. 
Now for good I come to bid you farewell. Behave well in 
your father-in-law’s home. Lei the neighbours bare tip uppor- 
tuuity to blame you " 

As an auspicious thini: mml wa* served to Chnnd Mtiod 
who partook of a portion. ITt* honed in his father-in-law 
and luolher-iu-hiw .mtl paid, his raspetjia to ntiier elderly 
relation* of hi* wife .tnrl then started for his home with her. 

“ What ate you doing, 0 Chanel Binod'* mother ? Bestir 
yourself and Iwholtl your sou coming with his bride. And you, 
Hiitod's aunt, unfurl the golden umbrella anil hold it over Um 
heads of the couple.” 

The mother apprOwhtHl in iill Junto. And with lit**; 
and fresh tufts id grass ahi: hailed the new bride whose 
face shone like the moon. Chatid Binod touched the foci of 
hi» mother with respect and she tenderly said, “ Your beautiful 
face, my soil, h i- grown puli’ owing in the fatigue of the 
iournav.” And then she hastened to weli-mnc the ntjw-eniivor, 
wlmm slid took to In* itie Goddess id fortune lit-rwJf. Tic 
ladies of (ho housa* assumhled there anil sang '•ongs of welcome, 
A cup of sacred water of the Ganges was placed near the 
couple and the women folk made present* cl gold and diver 
In thn bride. 

Thu* all the rile* were performed and the mulher’s 
heart was tilled with joy. Truly is it said, 11 The beauty of 
a house is I In don er garden facing it, The beauty of the 
family is the new hrido." She III led the gap in the mother’s 
heart and made it over (low with joy. 

The utTrUigetnents of the household were mud’ anew 
and there w.n now perfect happitU"'* in the little family. 

Lb 1*14. 
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Now, mv renders, you imw bo prepared fur another epoch 
of Chain! Ufood * life which is Tull of suffering. 

Ibr* fvfi/i of that town was a very wicked and licentious 
niiUi. HI* power# iron* almost unlimited, He nmde friend* 
with thieve* and assassin* htuI punished good men. Thslfu was 
no justice in the Land. Tiling* good and batl were inextricably 
confused In hi, mind. Chaste women living with their hu-- 
luincb were forcibly curried off by him, 

tine day ilur Kmi was riding ilut ii'ij when Mai tin 
happened to en to the pond to fetch water. The honuty 
of the damsel bewildered the Ktutt’* mind, wlin gazed with 
insatiate eyes on her from horseback. The long hair of 
^fuhia I id I 1 1 " hind her Imck aspiring to touch the ground. 
Her face had a charm which reminded one of ihu malum 
***** thut «ti Lhc hill* Her glances reminded one 

of tin* dunce of the bird kktmja*. The Knzi thenceforth 
dai[> < aim.' a in] w«nt by that path. Daily by saw her and 
daily hi* degi tv b> secure tier Increased till he aivw 1 mad after 
her. Like a bird that go away from the band, his mind ran 
out of hi- runlrnl. 

After much thinking he p ud a visit to a woman mined 
Netai who always offered help io those who wanted to seduce 
other men’s wives. She was a corrupt woman when young, 
always delighting jn new conquest*, jtow after the |g»iue 
of Iut y until, she lias lost nil occupation and ttcarcely 
out, 1 hough sin* hiis lost her youth sho has not lost, her 
huhiE, Rv Iiit bad counsel main, women lire h><! astray Her 
Imir lias grown grey and her teeth li iv.- fallen cat If |* hx 
this wicked pmfesshpi iof sodiicing women J llmi aJm i-m n* bet 

livelihood, " ben the Kaxj paid a visit to iler house, she offered 
him SI «at made of jock wood. She very In imbly add tossed h \m 
saying, “ What is the husinuas that has brought Your Honour 
to my hrm*f* V I do nut know Inm l ncipiirud such viruin as 
to deserve this piece of good fortune.'’ The Kn*i said, 


Cupid aim* at the Devil 
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" hHmi lvoiiuirt, you will luve enough gold from tuy its 
reward, If you tain help mo to the hi unmount of my 
objeot, If I succeed Llmmgh your h**)p T Uke my assurance 
thnl I will gjvfv you [nil nrriompuon fpofti ail pujpishiiicuLi^ up 
T£) seven murders. It will h*- t turning-point of yoitf luck. I 
will make you as froe us flu* wild horse in the forest. You 
will lie at liberty to do a* you will wish, l our roof I shrill 
anew with straw Whatever money you may require 
will he supplied, from my treasury. Now U> tell you my 
business, ^' L ‘ other day I was going ton village near by. Near 
(tic landing steps of a pond I saw a beautiful damsel. She 
is the wife of Chami Binod—a man whom I consider my 
^ there no bee in the country that a dung-worm sit# 
on the lotus ’ Mow on some pretext or other go to their house. 
^ ^ e)l J°ti will find her all alone (ell bur my message. 
Whatever money she may want I will gladly offer her, I 
will adorn hei neck with it golden necklace of star pattern, 
l am really mad a Tier her—tell her this. If she agrees to 
marry me according in the * nika' aystem, I will make all 
other w ives of mint slaves to her wishes. Up to seven murders 
l have the power to grant redumption from all punishments, 
and thus I will gnat her. I will cover her whole person with 
gold. She will sleep on a golden couch on a right royal bed. 
She will wear on her breast a string of gold coins. Her nose 
ornament will sparkiw with diamonds, and the pitcher that she 
carries for water will iw plated with gold.” 

laying this the Kush went to his bouse. Now this witch 
of an old woman began to dev be some means h> accomplish her 
object. After much thinking Xetni went to the house of Chain! 
ihnod. I’he wicked hag said to Binod's mother, ** What is it, 
*d*(ur, that you are doing nt this moment ? I have come to see 
you after a long time. I hear that Blued'* wife Is marvel¬ 
lously lienutiful. J have neither hod tm opportunity of seeing 
her nor of talking with her. Will you kindly bring her here 
and iulreduce her (o me ? M 
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In this way she called titer'* frequently, One (lav >he 
round Mains, all alone un the bathing $bat, Slie eonuuuBi* 
cated to her all that the Knzi had said. “ You are » 
good wife, bright to look at us a genuine piece of gold, you 
do not know your mm worth. The Knzi is the great judge of 
the country and h foronwot in rank. I will toll you all shout 
him and hide nothing. Your he.inty has maddened him. He 
will cover your body wilh golden ornaments. If you agree to 
marry him according to I he ■ - iia ' system, he will make all 
other wives of his, slaves In your wishes, Uu will present 
you with a string of gold coins In iidiirii your breast. And 
diamonds will sparkle from y«nu tutu;ornament. Your piu'her 
of muter will In; plated with gold. On a royal 1*?d spread upon 
a gulden couch yon will sleep.” 

As she tilled her pit chirr with Water sin* evidently got 
frightened. She at once returned to her home, Metal 
followed her. Her uusthcr-mdau was not at home at the 
time. Tor some moments she hid her feelings nml did not 
say anything. But whan the old woman resumed her .speech 
tempting her, she could no longer remain silent lmt in groat 
anser said, ** Hear me, you old woman, my hnsbEind mint hen;. 
What should t say ■ If he were here I would break my broom 
on your white head. Your youth h gone and dealh is knocking 
at your door, in your youth you lived a corrupt life. You 
take all tlu* women or I he town to la* like you, Tdl your 
Kazi that I do not care tor him. My husband is to me 
the prince of princes, ne is tome glorious ns the summit of n 
mountain and precious as a war-horse that w ins the race. Ho 
is to mo like the moon that rises in glory in the sky. The 
wicked Ka*i has not the worth of njv huslwnd's toe. Now 
take this insult from me and go In your Kazi and tell him alL 
I take him to be niy foe and Judd him as a dog. If he had 
dared approach me directly I would have heaped upon him 
insult■* with this broom of mine. May my* huriiand Jive a 
hundred years, and I will crush the string yf gold coins offered 


hv the Knz\ under my feet, Mj liu.nlwnd i* dearer far to me 
than any gold. The Ka;ti’s gold i* false and ltears no com¬ 
parison. He sjieaks of marrittga by ' Hike " system; we are 
Hindu* unci unused to such things. Let Kani’s wive?, if thry 
have such longings, satisfy Lhemselresfoy marrying seven times, 
which would lie perfectly in accord with Muhammadan 
customs. As that wicked mini has dared hold me in such a 
light I do hit his face with a broom from Imre. You are an 
old wnmitu, older thou my mother. Out of respect for your 
age I do not insult you. But go and never tread my thres¬ 
hold again. 11 

Thus insulted Xetai, the old woman, went to iln* KaJtt ond 
related all. He burnt, with rage at this insult and plotted 
to take revenge. He »grved ,i warrant on Cliand llinod 

uommnndtn? him to pay hie ' wnMwAn 1 within seven 

days. The order rati thus : ’* You married six months asro and 
up to now have not paid the ' ttttjar * to the Heivan, due On 
your marring,?. This is mv com maud that if you do not 

pay the same to the Dewnn within h week, your house And 

properly will lie eon fiscal til tn the State. 11 The notice was 

duly served mi Chmul Binnd and he knew not what to do at 
the crisis. It was rupees tivB hundred that was demanded. 
" How can I pay aiioh a big h mount F H'hrr- 1 cun 1 get ii ? " 
he thought. Me could not secure the amount from anywhere 
and was maddened with despair. In the meantime the week 
passed avi Eiy. Another warrant was then served. The Kuzin 
flag was planted On the homteU'ud which along with other lauds 
and property of Chand Hi nod was confiscated to (he State, 

He had lived happily Eor all these months, and now- it wit* 
am if a thunderbolt had ffllbm on his hare head. Hi* granaries 
were emptied of their stare ami immense sufferings were 
caused to the family. He first -mltl his bullocks with which 1m 
need to drive his plough. Then he sold his milch crows, Chand 
HinmlT mother l*’g«n to lient her breast ill armf and lament. 
The beautiful eight-roofed bungalow that lie had liufll mi 
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artistically was ttWtl disposed of Only nna room remained. 
Thai too he thought of seilfng. Chtiud Binod twgjui to 
reflect thus, 11 Now tire \u* tr* Jive in id nr nmw tree, But tiow 
mn trey Maliia dearer than life, lUu th*re? Winn shall I 
keep her * My mother has grown old Atfts, how greatly does 
ahe suffer ! By fastings and other sufferings her face has 
grown pale.” 

f>ni' day (-hand Bimxl aaid to \t.aUi-i, Go to your father 1 a 
place, Mnlua, with my mother. You tiro lh« only sister of 
d'o brothers who dearly lore yon. Even if sumo ono hits you 
with u Huwer your tender body can not Iwar ii. Always accus¬ 
tomed to live in comfort you tmve not the exporienotrsof poverty, 
limv c.in you l.mar all ihix V Your parent* are alive and vour 
brothers hold you so dear. Tail will live there in happiness. 
As lor me, i am a beggar and ucciivituned to a hard life, 1 will 
live here. Bui you, dear Malms, cannot share my pain.'' Softly 
did Maiua reply, " All tin; happiness of my father 1 ?! Iiotuu has 
ended since the day of my marriage. Whether you live in a 
forest, or under a straw roof, or under tbu shade of a tree, you 
are my stay and none other Rren if f fa*t fur seven days, 

the very sight yimr face itgKuagee all my pain, If I drink 
vaur cA arnncm)riin f -Lhe water touched by your ft:*-t—it is to me 
like iltc elixir nf lifn. Jlalun does not like (he life of a princes* 
in her father’s home. 1 f fasting the whole day I have only 
one meal in thy evening, consisting of more nee and vegetables 
boiled m water, [ forget nil my sufferings seeing your face. I 
■viunot picture to myself any happiness greater than the privi¬ 
lege of touching your foci. Leaving you hem 1 can by no 
means go to my father's place." 
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Clmud IJinod now plmmnd to aid to foreign food* 
to cum money. Mahm liiaun,* »rmtly dcpw^wd In spirit 
ivlien she heard this mill opposed him «tyhur 14 No, dmt cannot 
1*% I cannot nlltw you to go, If ynu leave mo mil go, I 
will «tum myself to death, I miitr the shade of n tree, with i 
part mT my -* ?i spread like a Hunt, l will sloop dull, and will 
travel with yon in forests seeking fruit-* for yon. '1’llU l will 
du and share yum sorrows 


ifl. Pmntssrso Povkutv. 

They nmnngiul in live during ■ hi- month of July on the 
price of Lit •mfh tuo-m orumncNM which Mniiui had Bold. 
Kvon low |u J ;nl luh'ktner she sold and they lived for 1*0110' I ini' 1 
on tl In lhi* hum)Si i>f August -sin* sold her anklets, fill, 
whut ill Inek 1 Til- 1 family spent mmduw the month nf 
Sep tain tier, getting » loan nn tin* security of MnhtiV* bracelet* 
Her silken robes she s-dd in Dctnliur, ami in I he mouth of 
November sin* soli I her earrings winch she specially likod 
Tin* rest os' h--r g-4-l ivinimciils nvi - ill ii. I In* medilm-' 
house mi security for bum Von her eMhes were .ill 
lalten-d and full nf patches mil vopiirs. \ pair of muuSot* 
tins nil Hint was left. and her (doth OB, nil Nit it-re-1 and rent, 
hardly corerell llvi dm me. t ier TiiU day stu* passed lasting, 
this tnu n severe trial ‘llnire wa* not n hn fid fill nf rive in the 
lunis«! to nltur to tin- Imrved godd-s. for dully worship. 

The interest of the creditors went mi mmwdiit! from 
day today. For Inn day* they lived upon half-haded jtrtui 
and phut' lint when Mahia saw the p:tle face of her hus¬ 
band, li@f heart burst In sorron Stn* herself went without her 
nioftls imcl did not tell it In other' : hm die could not hear the 
sight of her famished huskaml and mother-inflow when 'he 
eon Id not serve them a meal. She could no mure preserve the 
honour of the family mid thought of begging from door to door, 

Slip mrpu**» III, J.t-n «l *»ie«l<< l-» t--U - J H.ti. il.n.illi >!>■- .fee* n-i* 
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And when Clmitd Riuod perceived this, lie did not divulge 
bis intention to his wife, neither said any tiling to his mother, 
but in December he secretly left his home with the purpose 
of earning money, 

LI. 1-S't. 

1A. Tut Freaks oj PoimfffE. 

At this crisis the wicked K>m sent the old woman Xetai 
again to her. The old woman said, " O you, daughter ofva big 
man, why rliouhi you suffer so much for others V If you go 
to the Kofi's house, you will eat your meal off golden plates. 
Why du you starve yoarwH here? There is not a handful of 
rice in your Louise, [lew long will your body bear *11 these 
privations ’: The Kazt has sent me again to you. Now take 
good counsel and consent to be his wife. Docs it liecomo you, 
daughter of a rich man, to husk rice ami prepare yarns in hand- 
loom* ? Your beautiful body is ill-covered by the mgs you 
wear. There i* no ornament in your nose, mid your ears have 
not their rings of flower pattern, Your body is dusty like 
the white petals of the l>hvtnr<t flower. We will cover your 
delicate body with golden ornaments. Murry the Kiwi find go 
to his house." 

Hei- eyes wore the flaming colour of the jam flower. It 
wu* like putting sail in » sore. She could not hear the inmilt. 
w TJ.J- husband has gone abroad," she solid ; " re mem boring his 
face 1 will bear nil my sufferings. Better that I should husk 
rice far Others or go «-bogging from door to doot than seek 
fortune from the Kail's bauds. I have five brothers who are 
a terror to wicked men They six like <o many lords of death 
Thev will cut your nose and the of the wicked Kmti. 
They will kill you by smashing your head on * stone, Wait 
and let me send it loiter Lo them. 1 ' 

Disappointed the old w itch re turn «1 to her home. 

Alone she lived in the house alter her husband's depar¬ 
ture and this raised whisper* amongst the neighbour*. 
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When the mother at Molua get a report of the distress 
she was in, she sent her five BOW without delay. 

They dressed thamaelvea in all haste and paid a visit to 
Halin'* home and requited her to accompany them to theirs. 
When she saw them she began to weep, The brothers also 
wept to see her condition* They lamented saying, B on ^ 
tint,* among five brothers, vou have been dear to as, Mala*, ns 
life. We got lor you a lmsband who seemed worthy m every 

respect. Now all this trouble is surely due to bad luck. Our 

wives have gold ornament* more than they need, and, what 
a pi tv that our dear sister is without any. The cloth t mt 
you have worn u tattered and full of patches and repairs. 1 our 
bright colour is pale with dirt. Alas, you sleep here on 
the hare ground ! Mother has kept in her store-room beautiful 
mats lor vou. Such n place as this is full of gnats. How 
cun you sleep hero in the night? In our house there .h a 
room* reserved lor yon. Beautiful fans of mica and u curtain 
adorned with beautiful lace# are ready then? for you. Plenty 
of tood is waited there and you starve here; what an irony 
c[ fate is this l At noon and in the evening strangem 
coma to our house and are served with meals, and you. our 
dear sister, go without a meal. How cruel i« the thought! 
For lull twaive years, sister, you were at your a ers iouib 
and lived there a free life; uo one had ever asked you to 

do the least work in the house. 

'■Sweetmeats and other delicacies of rare sort have 

to orepto o«d no mo to, louto tta»,-moa«t to. 
to them ,» for JOO. She he, not touche.1 noy food for 

U.M6 three , 1 .™ on »eltin S Hi. .reprt of yonrtoto.ee. 

for three ,l»y. no «™ h„ to kindled m the he^th end 
no evening !.m|» here to lighted nt one hou». «"*'» 
wud a palanquin for you tomorrow morning. I ■ ° 

net no. mother niU die of n l.roken heart. lhn-e nigh'* 

our mother to. .pent to™, «•> *» ”“*• '° r -™" *' lh 
all a mother’s longings '' 
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Sorth' iLiil Main* my to her brothers, wenping all the 
limp j— 

"How can I tdl ytm my grief? my houft breaks. You 
ukotw fur mo t his ho list*, and my gnod husband was «ftar your 
own heart* in alt respect*. AVhul fault k yours? Who can 
a'jitl lau* ? I am, how over, resolved to lire in this lious;, 
To ran, I tell yon, dear hrollters, thk house i* tin* liest of nil the 
shrines. It k my Benares,-—* y Brindabjin. Go back imd 
took to the comforts of onr dear parents. For me, my prk 
mary duly is to minister to my distressed mother-in-law, Tel] 
mother that I cannot leave mv old mother-in-law here nil 
atom*. Tell her I cannot go there now. Yo Ur wive* , lTe 
there ; mother will he comforted in their company. 1! -du* 
heaves ft sigh mcoilwliiig me. the flva wives will console her. 
But my motlier-in-Uw has none here, Her sou has gone to 
a distant place. How can sin* lie comforted in thin distress if 
r*v«n I lean* her ami go?” 

The h rot bom returned home nml told nil about her resolve 
to their parents. 

Shi- prepared yarn* on the spinning wltral and husked rice 
wilh her old mittber4ii-law and in this nay pasaud her days. 
The months of January mid February she spent, constantly 
thinking of what she should do next. During March and 
April she looked forward to receiving some tidings of her 
husband. In the month rtf May the mangoes ripened and 
crows and raven* creaked from the houghs of the trees all day 
long, Alas, not a word from her husband to tel! her where 
1m wits staying. In the month of June when showers fell 
on all sides like team, Urn cloud* roared and the lightnings 
flashed, she sweetly reed lee M W husband’s face, and waited 
with desp lomriugis to meet him, Tn .July people worshipped 
Maiitohn Devi. II hen the whole country was astir on the 
festive occasion, he will come, ha will come— she still hoped. 
But July passed also, mid August came and went. It was 
now the month of Septemlier. People talked of the Piijiw 
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drawing near and of nothin li else. Ilor hopes, however, ware 
uhI fulfilled ; lie (ltd not return oven during she PnjsH. How 
minora hie was the house at the time of this general festivity, 
i lull did not ring with the voices of home-comers' 

Hat tvlwn the month of October came ho returned with 
his earnings nt the year, Ho stood near tin* room of his 
mother and called her aloud. She hastened to meet him, 
Kight and day she had we [it. "At last, oh, dear one, hast 
thou come to comfort thy wretched mother ! ” He placed his 
purse containing all that he hail owned Imfore her, and 
sending the outstanding 1 aitjnr ! to the Lhswan, released the 
property that bad been confiscated. 

He again built a Bungalow with *%ht pitched roofs, 1 
jfow lip was once more restored to his itaiua. Tn the 
night she told him nil that she hud suffered during !m absence. 

Sweet are sweetmeats and sugar, and sweet is the water 
of the Holy [liver 1 Sweeter than these k the water inside ft 
coconnut, cool end refreshing. Sweeter still nre bright 
days coming after the evil ones. But when a baby cornea 
to ihe mother’s arms, the sweetness of it surpasses that of 
the smile of fortune. Sweeter perhaps than this is the lost one 
found. But the sweetest of nil is the meeting of the lover* 
niter separation! 
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Thus through these vicissitudes of Fortune Chain! Btnod 
went on. His sky, that had been cloudy, for a little while 
brightened again. 

But the Inexorable, the terrible Knri again plotted against 
him and threw him into a fresh trouble. 

A warrant was served on Cliand Binod to the following 

effect; 

■ JoiiH j io <ra* 4 ftniliBf UiMikg!; to. ili'ii U 0 <m Jm» u< «u t«r«. 
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" His Highness tbe Demiu ftafaeh 1ms learnt through a 
Mstret. messenger tliut you have in your bouoo a damsel of 
uxceeding beauty. She is reported tu Iw ns iMndsonu- n* a 
fairy, ! stm-e this warrant by hU order. Within seven days 
from tiwlay you must send your wife to the palace uf Mis Ui^h- 
nes?. H you do nut do so your life will Ira at stoke. If you 
allow a week to puss without complying with I he order of this 
warrant, know that your death will lie sure." 

His hood sink to his knees a* Chain! Biuod mtd this 
warrant, lie looked like n deer fatten within thr dims of a 
tiger. Death, and men terrible us death, were (lulling hint 
from two sides, \\ hut a fate, ulus, was reserved for poor 
Oluuid Biuod ! 

The week passed, Mrkilnt, the police-officer ot the 
Kmti, earns to the house of Chand tiiuod in duu course, hound 
him hand and foot, and drugged him through tho |iulillomud 
lu ;i rope tied round bin neck, and brought him to the presence 
of the Kiui. 

The Ka&i said : 

" 1, 011 you have uoc complied with my order. Vim 

have still kepi tho handsome woman in vour house.** 

Turning in the office poons he ni-durad them ■* Take 
Chitud Binoil to tho Wash; land known as tha nihh/har ch*>' 1 
and bury hirn alive there. You should also seize his wife ^nd 
carry her to the palace of EEs lEghnw* ife Jahangir 

of Jnlmngirpur.” 

Tht- Miitlhas and tlm peon, iljd ^ llmv were bid 
Bimwl was taken l.y them to the e t>a r His 

mother Lamented sayh.g, “ O my dear son. If death would have 
carried you away in tba usual course ! would have bowed to 
the inscrutable decree of Providem*-, how «« t , 1 t* ur ,f,„ 
thought tluu you an- going to be killed by men in this 
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wiij" ? You are dearer thrm my life Oh my ptst-hird of the 
caje, n rib, it seems, has been taken cut nf tny breast.” 

Hulun shed tears as she Kit near her mother-in-law 
trying to console her. But she stopped weeping a little while 
after, and wrote a ■■‘hurl epistle in Ivro-atid-a-hall letters to her 
five brothers. In this short letter she wrote nil about the 
doings of the taK ' and * 10V ’ ChanU Biuod WW* taken nwny 
for execution 

Having written live letter she trusted it to her trained 
falctm. A Imre hint was sufficient for the falcon to under- 
stand its mission, and it Hew at once to her father's home. 

As soon as the brothers received the teller, they hurried 
to the ififa&tAar rlnr armed with weapons, .lust at thu 
moment when they reached the vast waste, they lomid the 
men of the R&zi digging u grave for Cliand Biugd. I he 
brothers at once fell upon the men amt beduboufed them 
with their long sticks. Cbnnd Hi nod was thus released. 
Next they proceeded towards his home, sec-biitg Malun. 

When Chnnd Blood's mother saw them shn Iwgan to 
weep bitterly, Alas, that home wav now emptied of its chief 
treasure! The beautiful one wiia not there, tViched Havana 
hull a Wo i ided with Situ—the true bride of llama. Alas, 
the golden cage was there, hut the sweet parrot Wfl» gone! 
The five brother- lay benumbed with grief audit was a heart¬ 
rending sight lo spa Clmml Bitiod bewailing riie b’Ss ol his 
wife. One’s heart would break fo bear his words. 

Her pitcher w ns there but w ho would go to the river- 
fj/ttit with it? The house once shone bright, but Main* who 
wiis like the lamp of it, was gone and il now looked dark. The 
home with its gnrdcn—the fine mitt on which she slept ^ the 
doorii nud everything, worn ns they ware I w fore, ft was she 
nlouc—the golden treasure of that house that ww gone. Like 
h mad man Chand Binod went to his falcon and said, ** Brother 
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falcon, 1! " e hfiv«- lived together for long year*, now give me 
information about my Mjtlun " 

W ith Mu- oage in hand and with his mother he loft the 
house, find wandered about from place to pi are in that vast 
country, 

LI. 1*7 tS, 
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Mfihm sat iti (he drawing room of the Itewan's pataca ami 
wept. Than* tm a lied spread on a stately oouoh in the lta.ll, 
but she sat on the Imre floor. The attend In-maidens were 
ready with splendid dishes to serve her, and Mis Highness tie 
Heivau Sabah himself stood near her, swearing by his life 
thai she ujus’ partake of them. He said. “ t p<ra my life, dear 
girl, do not deceive me iu this way and make me the roost 
wretched man amongst human beings, Partake of the meal and 
»U on this couch. I will give you all the pleasures one can 
expect in this world. From Delhi I will get for you a flame, 
coloured *tnH, W ith gold of the purest quality I will make 
for you a nose ornament. There are numerous servants and 
maidservanta in the palace-’know them all to he thine. They 
will be ready to curry out your least wishes. On the conch 
you will enjoy rest, whilst myself, your humble slave, will 
await your pleasure, standing.'’ 

Just like * deer within tho daws of a tiger 
Main* trembled in fear and weeping said to the l>cwau 
Sahel : 

" I b* Ve taken a vow of abstinence and worship for twelve 
months, of which nine months have passed. After three months 
my vow will he fulfilled. My humble prayer to you is that vuu 
should allow mo to act according to these conditions of my vow, 
»u„ 1 will not during this period take any fowl touched In’ 
others, nor will I drink any water from >hb place. I will cook 
my own meal, and this will cousin merely of rice boiled with 


[mtnLo in water. And 1 will take this without salt.' Mr bed 
will be Imt * portion of the »«*/* Which I wear. spread on the 
Uoor, I will do penance and will nol break any of th^se cim- 
dUionu. I will in no en*u luuh uf the face of n mall UOr should 
any ho allowed to oomo no w we during the term of my vow. 
T*ir those three months your [Ugliness must uot outer my coin- 
piirtinanl. On the expiry of the time 1 will consider year ease. 

*< if von do Otherwise l will eonstdor you as my foe nod 
destroy my life by poison/’ 

The first, tin* second, mid the third months passed. Oft 
the expiration of ihe third month HU 11 inliness lie* Unvvsii 
with scented held in his mouth and u liandksrohiof lined 
with ltoIi] in hniul entered Malun's apartment with slow steps, 
She trembled in four as doth a deer in the claws of it 
tiger, The Hewrin said, “ Yon have deceived me, fair one, all 
these three long months. But never mind, I have respected 
your vow. Now leave the floor and come up ami sit on the 
couch. Accept utc as your mate with a sjhtd heart. "Your 
preselloe is ,a delight to the eyes and now make mo fully 
happy, 1 will not keep any cause of your complaint, I will 
release your husband.” 

Main a said, “ Great sorrows, sir, 1 have hml at the hands 
nf ibe wicked Kim, Unjustly lie Inis killed my husband. 
How enn yon releasr one who wan buried alive in th H waste 
of niJfilvrA'i ? How can you expect uiu to give you my heart so 
long as I urn not avenged, and the Kurd is allowed to 
live iti peace? How* can I forget the unnumbered woes which 
the wicked Ikm tuu caused me? " 

Then the Do won was wroth, lie ordered the fro feet 
of Police to start at once and see the Kail executed, Widi 
cmisialiles ami Mridhas the Kntvral went to carry out the 
*nder. And Mnlun after her long sufferings caused by the 
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Kn/i ivns liny glad to hare ibis retaliation. Now si ho ivns 
pleased ami wl to the Uewnn, “ Only twelve days an* re- 
maitung of the three months. Patiently wait for this short 
time. Wit shall go togelher to hunt falcons. fso kindly 
order a pleasure-boat to tie made ready You are no doubt 
aware that my huslutnd was an export hunter. For lorn? 
years I lived with him and learnt the art <>f hunting falcons 
myself. You will se>“ that I shall secure i\ hundred falcon* by 
a sindo trap." 

'll)-* date of hunLiug, and the auspioioiiA hour to star! wore 
settled, And Muhin in the meantime wrote a letter to her five 
brother- with uer own hand and she r run ted it to her trained 
falcon 

The five lirothers started from their home mi (In* pretext 
of hunting. The Dewan Sahel) too went one midday to the 
extensive swamp full of lilies ami known ns the DJmhnr 
bit. With him went the heautiful Mill mi. The live 
hroiliers with their light pinnaces surrounded Ihu Dewuu’s 
lioat. The brothers and their kinsmen belaboured the oars¬ 
men and the captain of tin* UewunN Imat with their long 
sticks and they fell into I ho swamp, with their 
heads downwards. The bout on which the the brothers were 
was beautiful to sec and Malm stepped into it with n Itghl 
and brisk leap. The kinsmen of the hrothm rowed the pin¬ 
naces which few like birds, crushing the lifes with which 
the hog a ho muled under their keels. With her husband did 
Malim come to her father’s bume. Tims was she resumed as 
wiw Sir a by her husband Hama from the dutches of the 
enemy. 

Lb 1*7*. 
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Nnw the kinsmen of Muhin created fresh trouble by (heir 
wickedness. One of them said, “ Mnlua Inis lo-t her character. 
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She has, beside*, lost her «wto a* die look food in a Mulitmi- 
madanV Iicjilsmj. How could she live there without doing so' J " 
The rnnierurtl mule of Chain! Bitted was a man of high 
social status. He was the recognised head of the heir kmtmrin*. 
He said, •’ I, for myself. a* wire you, ! w un way how 1 can 
Uk* meals at the Immh of Maltw Let Clmud lUno.l do 
penance, ntid WH will admit him to casta a-taiii.' 

Another kinsman who was Chfliid Bittod’s uncle nn the 
father's side came up and repented the **mc charge. “ Fern 
three months" he *nid, “ she was in tile place of the TJenun. 
Ilftw could -die live there without food V " 

rimud lit nod thuugllt over this nuiLti* for sonic days 
after this dwcmsw* and then applied tr- the Brahmins. 
Following tbieir ndvLe he did the ncciissary penance «>«t 
tBrOr&ril hi* wife. And ihe bountiful one hid herself in a dark 

earner of the house and wept. 

•• Alas I " she asked herself* 11 where am t to go and In whom 
can l tell this tnle of my grid ? Ah he tin* divorced me ii i# 
hotter that t should die.'' The Bve brothers said, <‘l>o ml 
weep, dear ditiar, we will take you with n». Vou will hare 
nti trouble about voor fond and raiments .it mtr Imusc. Wo 
iiamte ymi that' you wiN be happy there.’' The Inthrr tried 
to soothe her mid the brother* used fill the force of their logic, 
hut she was not convinced. Sin? said wiaping, “ 1 shall lie a 
tnuffl-sarvimt in ihU !*«**, hul stlU lire riot my husband, In 
the hours of the morning and evening will I dn the washing or 
the house, t will 4>- the work which devolve# upon a servant 

„f (he outer Pomp.ml" Look big ai her hmdmwl rdm said, 

U 1 S |,.at not htt silili* 1 1 «*>«(£ f°°d for you or touch the 
water Hint you would dnnk Take another wife ami bv 

Impnv." . , 

B> her life did shi*H«.'ar mid request Imr five brothers n> 

„ e , „ IwauliM wife for Omnd Rtnad. “ How will my 
mother-in-law who lw* grown deni’ and Wind with age* livo 
without 1 1 nip, if m husband dues re.i marry again ? ** 

II) 


J 4 


MYMKN'-TNG BALLADS 

The kinsmen insisted nil the step and helped Chand 
Bmod to marry again. But she. aa maid-servant, worked in 
outer t-ourtyaril mid spent her days in unhnppin&w. Shu 
totik great Cnrt> of the new w if.: whom sliw sincerely laved. 
Still did she not 50 to her Git liar's home. She nerved her 
hijOviiul and mother-in-law tw far a* lay in her power. 

hi 1-42, 
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I he unfortunate mother was -deeping in hrr rcom ami 
was dreaming ,» IjmJ ilrenm Chru.d Hinod roused her from 
sleep and win ted foot! She netted that ihe dee m not 
linked so wirly, But Child Binod insisted on her giving 
him some meal us he whs nbm m »t, shunting, He VmW 
not wait till rice was cooked. There was some conked rice in 
the house o{ the night hefure mixed with water. Ho ate this 
and bowed to his mother find trnik leave. In his right hand 
ww the tag* and In his left „ ns ,h.t Mean, it noon¬ 

time when Chand Bland "tiirli’d from haniR. His sister’s 
house stood on the way nod lip paid tt visit to her. She wept 
over Family matter* whilst talking with her brother. Taking 
hinvcof his sister, he entered n deep forest with the falcon in 
Hi* hand. 

There were long reeds and grasses in a meadow where 
he set the falcon free. He kept the cage in hi* Land and sat 
under the shade or the bttnchhobnt plants. Hidden under these 
plant* was* a black snnke which hit the toe of Cband Binud. 
the poison at once became mix«d with blood mid rose up 
nffocliug the twain. Umtul Hint*! could not keep his head 
steady, hut reded and foil on the ground 

“ D, ye bird* aitd Iteast*. carry the message to mv mother 
that I die of snake*bite in this forest. Alas, who iril'i inform 
my mother! Oh. what 11 pity! 1 shall not see m y own 
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beautiful Malua onus before I (lit-! My house anti all T 
leave !ind I din hero forlorn under the uncovered sky ami 
not under a roof‘ Who nre you, O traveller, carry the menage 
to my mother.” 

In the evening u traveller brought the mews to the poor 
mother. “Yovir son llinoil. Madam, lit 1 '- dead in the deep 
forest." With her halt till dishevelled, she at once ran to 
the spot where Blttod lay I 1 here wa* un breath in his 
nostrils and no word in his month. The mother fell down on 
the ground crying. The kinsmen all brought Chand Binod 
to his home, utioonmoaa—like one dead. Mnlua’s feare knew 
mi -.lop, “0, toy dear lord,” ^ Cried, “the whole treasure 
of a poor woman's heart—how ran I live without thee,' 
Why did not Ihe snake bite me Iiislttad of yon? Alas! the 
wretched tifi* of :i imiid-serv.int whose lot is to work outside 
thi» house, is, perhaps, too oonti-mptible even in serve as 11 tn&d 
for u finer or a snake 1 They ton avoid if! 1 live oul*SJn t I 
work outalilu, nnt having liberty to older into the tied room a 
and the kitchen, vnt I forget nil my woes seeing my husband 
dsv tun! flight! Even this piece of luck will not oruel Provi¬ 
dence vouchsafe unto mu! I no longer cnvo I Rfe l. will 
hum myself on the funeral pyre of niv huMrtnd nr -ntor 
water and drown nivnilf or I shall tin a wipe on the yonder 
hijat true and hang tnytfclf.’" 

When she was kmenling in this way, her tlvo hrotlntta 

come up fo this *pnt having 1.. the Inal news Tlmy sat 

near Chand Bltiod'a Imdy and found Ilia eye* gruwti dim, 
Nidiva IIowing Trom the corners of hi' lip**. I'hey too inuumt- 
ed ifciylng, ** llow is jli (tear hrothur, how n iuld vuu cut the 
ties that have bound us U- you nil the*) long pm*; Wo 
von our dour sisior, lfoiv will * , h<‘ li 1 ' 1 ' the hard life of 
i" widow ? Seaudill lets thrioo cuwed her life, hut -still she hud 
orm groivf Comfort. How will she have Hie he irl to break her 
shelMjftuvh t» pl iied with gold - H ,,lV shall w> Iwar ihe 
sighl of Iihi sad t-e i* • 
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" I** » f| t tve+'n, mi ilr tr 1 (Withers. Unt IMei. l« wrhnt I am 
eoili? to say. Ifcamlnc udl if Ui.-ru i* -i{|| life fo him. There 
>m the hunting tfliut nl the river lt+*« in eh ui-.tr I nm Wf mode of 
Hlr- wood mn,i fiahnit, Lorry flu's body suiflly in the luMist* of 
tho physician itf smtki'diitc win* Iiv.h .it'jn 

The Uv* hf.ii her** i-iuiti- n$> to the hoot. They became 
themselves its whstueu. Malnu u’iUi Inu hwdhund'* body 
ot-iijr her, [t usually t'u,.k instbii tiny's to reach tin- jiliysitTin's 
jihtte. but si> swiftly did they ply Hunt* uirs Hint they reached 
it in ;t day. 

Tbe pliyskitMi eMUiiiiK'd tlm InvnLli itud sUuHiut the face 
u iti* care. Then h-* -dipped the lien.I m Chnnd Bipod iritil 
soma force. The pniioii come down to the lire-isl oi the 
pitiinU. then gradually it ilestannb'd ]jiv knees nui| hurt to 
his foot. The black smike fens in die itethor world, it sucked 
tbepoimu from the feet. When tli- poison wn* thus sucked, 
tin* whole Imly of Umnd Hiimd was soothed amt lie opened 
his eye*. 

Thus having i siureti her lots hand ti* life, ilnJtui trium¬ 
phantly rut <m toil honre. Tin* whole tmvn mug with her 
prai*e S.Jilts- sjihI, She U 4 mwuml Ihilmla. Shi- hu* n>*k>m( 
her Inisluud to life as JMiula did io LiiLsfmiiinlru,’ 1 Other* 
“ttW, “ The cUnsti’ woman Ji i> rmdiievud this hy tin ilh. T ( 
yrraee ol I he whole rumruunify of the iW<« i/,„/..■* 

tins In-i-ii vim liin d In ini* elitist** qimiiui. Let us idler Ilnu-r 
mid he tel id her am! admit her hack |n eieue. She lias 
brought tier dead I ms I mini WL to Ilf*-. Why should h.> *tiil 
fsn'l any hisllnncy in admiitimr her tn en*ti. ? " 
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The miteronl nrudu of Chnti'l liinod, who wn* imp of 
thw luuulutuii rjf thu no mi mini ty. $nW " II» ilmi id 11 dun* 4u 
tbit, h ill Iipv.- hi* un-.tr “ Wither *dd"Hy kinsman •jam the 
milter i full l;QiiiUiluniliuii mid ilnlivt'red hi* jnd^nietiL: 
“ W« cm mot sivi' upHtr rtt%iun tml r »'■«'■ f*<i the tlo- of 
MilLliii. Shf limit Li- when? >ln* is now/' 

The unf 'ilunuty woman passed !i*'r days in '"n--.iv. Oil 
bow uuluofcy wiw nit*' ! As h child die hud lkcd happily 
with her pHrniils for a short jieninl. She wit* llm filar of her 
mother's uye* if anybody would then hit her with u tknttTi 
it would ho too rntii! It Tor her This jMtvnU fit kid Iu?r uiori 
than I hoy rUd tun Hen broth***. lturlin- she wis of thfl whole 
family. -Wi Miohl her lot uou 

She thought over her lot iiul cmih not ii"ruit' whiil to do, 
llii'ii *ho thought,So timo u* 1 iduill Jive m; Inisluiiui will 
In* mihiljifW nil mV rrniUiiL, IVmple will spread -i.tsstkil uni 
ho will fur fher miffanir for if," Thundio resotveiJ ro die* 

The wna IiemI mhUh ut iwm f/tiitn> lay itndu.. Hi I ha 

kind ins* (fhut of thi' rjviir. Out: day m the hour of noun sh« 
ttUUM up Uiww .nil -ti ppl'tl Into tfl*’ I' It with Iter Jijrht *U*p4 
Th*r Wit w is iltvmh broken I ml ,i«* silt* *.lt: in u W.'i liir CEimir 
pemin * Ifoui *11 sides. ,J 1 iln not know how Lir down llib 
msltiiu 1 w .rM may Ih> I will sjn duo n trul sen the hot turn. 1,*<! 
llu* Wrtler risr .mil rise tu tin* nwuiii:* over l lu: Imal." This 
was hut revolve. 

Thu sial«r of Clmtul Hinod ciimii -wiflly to Iln,' gkaL 
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" No, water, that ciui not hi\ my }i«- ii't breaks at the sight of 
you nil L«t (he water of the river rise and rise till the boat 
U sunk. Once for nil Kiel: at Mhlnn whom ymi loved so 
well ami whom you will see rto more,' 

The mothur-hi-law nime running to the spot maddened 
with grief and careless of her attire, her Emir nil dishevelled.— 


" O my daughter, <1 oarer than life, you art' the Goddess 
Lakshmi of our house, Com* buck I pntv. Of my tottering 
bouse you are the sol*' stay—you are the moonlieAUw ol my 
turn Btraw-wmf ami tin* light nf my house. Without you I 
cannot live fora moment/' 


Mttlan, 

" Uu the water rise and rite, evermore till the leaky 
boat is sunk, mother; bless me, I bid you faro wo II, h ml fur 
(lie Iu*i tinir bow In your feet," 

Tin- water rulin' >j)tiv-hin- into tint font, mid onodlaif nr 

It was -tlnsidy sunk, Tin* .Ibi'Mndaw aloud >m the Ivink 

and wept. 

Onr lifter atmtbur tho IK-- brother*. came there. The 
kimuueu earn* ■nm iuul nil. The 11 vr hrothm* vallnd ah mil 
Mini said, “Come ont of ibni livtky boat and return In vunr 
father* home. Wf will iiriuif a golden pinnace for you to 
take you there tinri will iimlerl you by oitr lives," 

MijIilu bid* rim well In Jmr luollwr*, “ Lei the water riw 
and rim- *»d the Ira Icy knit In- sunk. l*e*vw >-.,ur Multi** W* r 
O dear brothers. Hurt return home." 
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Thi. L water l)<iir rose over tho of the boat. H Run 

fast Chaiui Bhmd, if you want to *ro her for the ln»l 
time." 

Running diet h« come and stand on tin* banks* of (ho 
river. 

Chwui ffinod* 

“ Can it be that the light of otr smii U to perish thus 
liefor/* my eves ? Let Hie son ami moon sink. I have 
nothing more to do with the world. 1 ua longer want my 
kinsmen and friends. It Indeed you are to die in this way l 
it i'll accompany you. Tell im*, dear Muhin, but once, how I 
cun remove your suffering I will take you again into my 
home and if my community will outcast* 1 me, I will not care 
for my caste Do not. I pray you. do not drown yourself. Sy 
the gads of heaven 1 do pray unto yon " 


Mnlttif. 

“ My day'* havo just approached their close. Wlmt chairm 
lias this world fm mo and why should 1 live? So long as 1 
shall live, there wilt he scandal and you will sulfur for it. The 
kinsmen and friends will worry you by their talk, This life 
of sullied fame T will throw into tin? waters. O my dear 
husband, do not wait In see the end. lull gn from here. \ nu 
have now >i fair lady Tot your wife at home. Live with her 
and bo happy. Lot the water- rise and ri«* anil the broken 
boat in* sunk. Leave (be unrorLuiiHLc one hero and go back." 

At that moment i.hr wind nrti* 1 i tin* boat away to the 
miibriver She addressed the kinsmen, awl said; — 

*' finm 4 hr whose e rimes are grenl will not live to trouble 
you for ever. 

“The fa lifts arc all mini), my sorrow* were ordained by 
fate. How could l have avoided them? But do not, I 
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pray you, hlnm« mv husband- He i* blameless. 0 my 
mother-in-law 1 Hay you lie my mol her in Imndrt'ds of lives 
to come From here in ! lie raid si.ream, th> I how to your 
feet for the hist tlniu.” 

3hc addressed her co-wife mid tjiiij, “ Urn with your 
liuahltml, dear snter, happily j from t mi ay yon will no more see 
my face. If you feel any pum rome in tiering me, look nl the 

taco of our Imsliand, itnit will ..n> all your pin." 

In the eastern horizon a storm arose aiul fhti clouds roared. 
Thu wi thnl l u-ii liur had no !uiik->, nor any hunt to lurry a 
pilgrim Heroes. 

*• L«t the waters ri»- ami ri*<- ami let lie- Liai ■.ink. Thu 
shores after all muv not bu far off. [ will go d'uin mul seo 
the bottom of the »tream.” 

The cloud-t manul from the ‘adorn >ky, The dorm swept 
clear uvttyibing in it* mad,course. 

Alas’ Where wttN I hr Ikcitlit iful otto LEoittl with her hunt 

in ml u n f tiuni t>t>btui f 


Li L7it. 
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PREFACE 


NnmyiuJ Dtf 1 i.fi11« af the earliest poet* of thy Mniww-enlt 
*** hero in the olil city of Magedh* in Ute beginning of tfw 
ltth century. When atill youn* the p^t c ' imL ' io ™ !i,lfl s,,t j letl 
in the small village of Bam 1 in the district of Jlymetwin". 
Be wrote his famous 1 Mtwwimr Bhashan ulmut six hundred 
years a**. His descendants Mill live nl Ihro mid the adult 
nuonlwr* of the family mo the twenty-Art l generation in 
descent from the poet. 

The next poet of the same cult in My me wring, "*W 
nijjirly eclipsed the fame id Sarny ini Dd*. wn* Bangui Das who, 
as l have stated elsewhere, hylrmccd to Lid* village of Put nor* 
on the Pfutleahwori* in the suteU vision of Krdnrgimif. 
BwtgsHi lias's 1 Bhaatmu r was finished in the year X57-» with 
the co-oiwrutien or HU duUniter ChmutrAvati. In the earlier 
manuscripts nf the work, the name of Clunulroviin often 
occurs in the colophons or stray pewuiw <P««l>owd by hrr mrd 
Immrpomted with the |wam of &mg*liL Du>-, tnr father. 
The lint-tula Presses of Client la following the practice of 
tlio later tnattuwri [il'ivriters have dropped the immi'-> of itj 
luster pools retainifis the name of tin- most famous one iu 
the colophon. We £bid this l* I* the ea*? in regard to the 
notmt of Itaiwslii Dus also. 

ftmnahi TWs piety and faith aw he*t ilUwiruW 

In th« aneedotr or his life wcomitwl hy Chumlrayuti in her 
|Kh!in of Keimmiu. He was nol only -uiltilly in his ehnrnow 
but a learned .Sanskrit scholar and ***** Ihrec -rmlito work* 


(I.™ i. - ifflujl# an Mh: lifrr •‘•Im*’ »W. 
o.on. i* Vym*«»»K ««4 - tfer * *' 


SflkL - t< Jill «llMl a «C I**' 
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Itostdiw the 1 Mutuum MniumL * TllWttJ hit I hr ' Hatit (lit*. * 
the* ChjmJt * itml Uu* Khsini linimnmvn.' 

liansslii Uitt received a sound truimim; from hi* 
lather -Tuduvjuumiln, himself u uthoUr a( some omnwn. 
A n jut t ft, ihtj mother ipf tliu |iOuG, wusiui tucu nip fished ironmn 
l(tujwu fur her lUjvoUoh uul pure Ufa, In Lhi- 1'udindpuiuiiA r 
tlinu-Hhi |)?ts puj- trilmtiT of r^pocMn hi* predi-ei-ssor in 
l!t« Bull!—N'nrjiymi Dob, iti lln< piMlUttbuiry ruisus. 

Chtmilnivuti, ttiuijslri Ibis'* daughter, was lUr only jsun* 
of llic pool. Itt* hull taken runt lo _|ivr Inn n srtiiud I’ducuf imi 
Cliumirn sny* “ I lum tl<uvn In my miniier SnlouimniV nnil 
futhttr Bjuisrahi llws who took i-reitt plus mi ttm'hm-r ifA* tint 

Piimnas." With m ..ml Iriitlunn^ ub<* >>!!■'«. 

her praise* In tin> river I*hulushivuri flit, mistr tss of llmvursl 
whll'll, dir 'HV', »<l pplto.il Irnt with plk'iji; iiiipimlum 

The 'lory nf hi if ill-faled Inn is smug nil ixvtjr the country 
Ia pri<[i 1 **j<um] minstrels'’nui mm, t'lmudni u.h liorti in ihe 
middle of the uxtemitli century I'hn 4 it-' fri'inot hr very fur 
iFom “luGiP V I) , L' shu luiitioiptLiril in ihn hi limit* ol i.sjinpu im; 
(lm ' MaiiU'U Mnstgul with her lather —,% work that 
fin idle 4 in T ATo. 

Tile pro si ml. Iitilhul Wiis uompn*nd hy \ lie port \nynn 
Chnrul Ghneli* whose nnriniho occurs in u Fnw oulnplinns >W the 
pn’iu ii uiK'il ‘ Uln uni Kunk i. Tin’ ly li'iif *011*1 

is full ul simple ehiirm, and nirws ;i uuntntst in ihi* rinwtfrril 
and Bomewhut petluiilie I mu'mu'.) adopted hv Unt pool in Um 
other pfN'iil which hr wMh mi erjuju nothin with Un^huMil:i 
mid Otliitr poets who Nourished in Ik" Imgiiiriiii" of 1 hr 
17th wnttiry. 

Chmtdrn i> the typical It bull i girl of the olil school, - 
spiriln.il iitmrelt to austerity. Tluiht i* also a trudm jtlito 
to Imr olmmelor which k l.hmu»b lustxt nn On-solid «ml» of Imi- 
putiiMieo mul roxignnttiin, revenh the iron tiff huumu :* nines. 
Inspitr n[ the rigidity of h<-r vruv, \vn dn tint miss for u 
momrht a ffuniiiw nwoctnes* uid tirndomuss nt huai-L This 


pitmen 


rs 

I* very uoiioeablo in the ncmml nr Sim irivcn It y her in lln* 
f Camay amt w hicli she wrote in compliance vrith hur 
wishes. That work, thnit^lt ivn popular JimnmrM t-hif women 
(<dk «f fttsteru MymnriHini; who niiu' itnd recite it from 
memory, hat not y«i Iwtm published I liav**, hnwnvw. secured 
a mamiscripl of the pemm for the Library of tin* University 
of Calcutta. Her account or Keminim the Uohlmr and her 
Humuynun it-.- fountain* of mum* in:; pnlho* which mr ctmtbi 
sprung from the srrmf'^trieken recesses of hur heart. 

Tim village 1’attmri exist' in Um present day >m tin. 1 hanks 
m' tin- Tliulij'siiMiiii— si Itrnmstt af the river Nnrsundu. mid it is 
viid the relic* of the old temple which < hundrd had deditvited 
to Siva uru still to Ik. 1 wlt.ii ihtuv. I'oHiad is only a few miles 
to the north-eant of Ktslmrguiij, No Inter, howuvur, nf the 
village Sumiliu, the home of dstyehumlm, is in lw found in the 
Surveyor General's map. 

The present ballad is divided into ttf ouitfi« ahd is 
complete in Sint tines of verso nil in the />«mtt metre, 

UINliSlI CHANDRA StSN 

7, IfisinrAKOsn Lt*t, 
fhtfflm: fir, Calcutta. 12th Hfflrcb, I') ?3, 






CHANDRAVATl 

1. Tuk Fli'CSixg of Flouto 
Chandra. 

’* TIibt*' hflVD tllQOinfld the r/iti^pq am) uufjfxhr.nr tlowovs 
o» the four sides at ihn ts>i>k Who are you, O youth, Mint 
I'renk Urn l»rumdi<^ of thr plants and rah theta of their 
flowers P ” 

Jafghakdia. 

,l Yonder river separates my homo from your*. Why rl<» 
you, dear maiden, yourself pluck these mnlttii flowers." 

OUASRAr 

** loivrt I come this morning to author flowers; 

my father will worship Siva in the term pie with ihrse.” 

They selected the freshest ones nimmg the flowers. The 
scarlet jara t the yellow rhtmpu mid the ffitiulfm nf 
Yurkms species,—white, yellow and red—were cothurni hv 
Jaycbandm in hi* cnije-basket. The blue rtpfirajifn and 
the crescent shaped ntn$hi were also gathered there. Tlie 
choicest w&lliko and the soft ntid fragrant mahtti wore 
not lost light of. With gladsome hearts, dir) they finish their 
pleasant morn in l? task. 

Days passed by in this way, At morning and evening, the 
youth and the maiden plucked flowers from the sides of the 
tank, and always they were nl 1 a lorn- there. None knew 
of their luef tings. 
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When front ihe high branches of tits aweet tnaMi 
plain-. Charulrfl wished to pluck flowers. Juycbauilra caught 
hold of n branch nnd pulled ii down so that Ids fair companion 
might have (vis) nt<ce» tu its floral treasure. 

One day s!u- gathrrod flower* at down, hut lliete were 
ii id mem it for her father. She strung them Into u giulntul 
imd lumsf it round the youth* neck, 

1.1. 1-lft. 


' 1 . TlIK LOVE-EPISTLE. 

For [hr first iinn hr wrote Imr i letter. It was ,ui epistle 
in ■ two and a half letters.' 1 written on the petals of a flower. 

In hi thni h-tker, short though it wna, lie poured his whole 
soul. '■ Do you know, maiden, how every day in solitude 
I weep ovn the presents of garlands of flowers, plucked and 
strung by yonr tender hands! I 1 lie smiling garden of flowers 
becomes dark to my ayes when you depart. It ill becomes 
me to fell you the whole story. I hare no power to 
express it. Your father is n man of austere principles 
and holds you dear ns life. For myself, I Imre no 
parents—they are dead. I live in my uncle’s home. How can 
I say what I am furling? From Urn day I saw your hcauliful 
face [ have Insert like a mad man. Anxious am I to know 
what your own feelings arc for me I( thov* be achance 
for me to g«t you for my bride, I will surrender ’ Verything 
| Ki your lovely fi-et. IT iioi, from to-duy 1 will cease tu 

-.’ill!" flmpws I will io sir.ingc Ulllls, bidding you a 
bf-ti f.iicAidl. If irood fortune smiled on rue ami 1 gel a 
favourable reply, know, dear girl, that I will (w n slavs* to 
your whhes for life." 

LI. U». 


1 SY# flml fi^irtpml uwftlM'.n ft! H r, nt' lM nlptabil 1^4 in ■ iftjitu- 

i»Hji III *ilal | 1 rfiJETlli I in rtifflii In llw &cm(T» h flfHTi (l ft 1:1 III m tw; 

f.rtn|klH-tr* ii. tl 4fi vmt vlnnr. Ih iim -if M^jiurmiitipr 

mUh'U 1 Lu -vfitili IiwnOj iHffln 1 trji "-Sr* ChUTv 15, Uwr 4^ 


How one helped the other 
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3. Tbr Lad iiaxim tub utti.k Sotk to nut Maiden. 

The morning sun' a paired on the horizon r<d*nl in yellow. 
His my#, half-hid in the thin clouds. sparkled like gold in 
the Armament, 

The night had departed; the maiden Chandriitttli tt»e 
in tlw morn ini' und went ns usual with her Iswket to 
gather flowem. 

First of nil slm gathered the scarlet joro flowers with 
which her fatlusr would worship Sim. Next she plucked the 
small- white und #wWi flower* t« weave them 

into a gar laud (for Jaycluiudra). 

.fust nr that moment the youth approached her with 
the short loi ter written on flower-petals. 


.1 WCHAXUfU- 

« Hu.sr ate you, Oh mniden, pluckingflowers nml Invoking 
the branches of plant* Will you allow me a little time to 
*penk to yon. After J have finished, you may again 
busy yourself wil li your /■/muipa and uageukvnr dowers " 

Chaxhra 

“ i Have (lone nmv ; 1 Have no need for more flowers. 

Just look at the oust. The sun shined high almve the horir.cn. 
Hive me leave now, I cftttllftt tarry. My father is waiting 
for these flowers t» worship Siva," 

Jaychaxdra 

“ Yes maiden, f will give you leave ami hid you farewell, 
it may Ixi for lire." 

ti.« (inti Itri.lr j™ ..«■ •'» finon-Jn M >■* 

Sih- Tu- »iii. a tAly* FuJ‘f ►■it" ri a. mU-llml nMnltljf I'"!-' tiu E i|t(i^ Ilia |<rn*j.i*i:l ut 
tmftlifu 
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TIumi lit' Imniled her llio flower-petal* fflid left the place 
in at I haste without another word. 

LL U* t 

h HAS’tjSitt Das i 'rats to Siva fob a BridkjjrOO*! 
rok Chandra. 

hi tlm corner nf her iitrii thu tutl and hid the llnrnl epistle. 

To tlm turn pin she came unit wnahod it* tloor with tlm 
witter of the holy Gango*. Facing I lie- it'd, she spread it 
•sent for Iter frithmid thro crushed tin sandal on stout) 
and produced a scented paste. In the dower vase—tlm pHtpa- 
putn *—carefully did >hti place ihu dowers. 

Her father now canto and t<*>k ids neat and prepared 
for worship. 

llangshi Dus worshipped Siva and prayed to the god 
fur a boon fur U\f> daughter. She wit* now "rown up lint 
no suitable grnom had yet I teen found for her. 

" O, liver-lastiug 'iue, Q Siva," he prayed, 11 llrss 
the child. Every day I will worship Hum with flowers nf the 
forest and ivli.li my piety mid devotion which are like 
the llowers nf my mind, grain me this htmn that Chandra 
may tie blessed with a husband after her own mind. I am a 
poor man and without mentis to pnseut. n good dowry. 
None is there in the world on whose help I can rely 
save thee. 

He offered a dower to Siva praying that a match •maker 
might bring a good proposal that very day by the blessing or 
the got!. 

Another (lower lie offered praying that tlio bridegroom 
might h* otic of high family—' resplendent as the god fiiilm 
may he be amongst men," 

Another flower he offered praying that the bridr- 
jpnm.nt 1 * social >tatus might lw worthy of his own,—of I lie 
ill iNtrious family of tip.* HbiUtacUnryu* nf Pnluari 
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Thun he prostrated himself on the around felorc the 
god iinil prayed " May my daughter, ft lin'd, I** happy in 
marriage." 

U 1*30. 


a. SirK kk.mmj TUIt Lumen. 

Doing linr duties in I by temple ami seeing her father 
etiipiged in worship Chan dm retired to hur room all alone, 
ami with tender rare opened day chaudra's Moral epistle. 

A' she read it tears fegnii In How from imlh bar eyes, Mhe 
knew not what reply she should give. 

Then ''In* again read tin* letter and wept again. “ Alas, 
why hits my mind become like IlM?" shethought, ** Am 1 not 
helpless as the lard uttka in the cage? It was enough for 
aw* to see his face—to hear his voice and gather flowers 
to"i*lher. Why w ish for more ? 11 

“I Ain now grown up, my father wauls to give me to 
some one, How can 1 tell him what 1 feet '■* My father i> 
the master. Vos, *fny chan lira gathers Mower Tor me and 
I love hiui. 1 have held him dear ns my life even from 
infancy; 1ml how van I say that?’ 1 

She wrote n short reply, " There is my father in tlu* 
house. What da 1 know ? Uew can I give a reply—f will 
Inlt a helpless girl ?" 

She Ltd all her feelings and wrote the letter cautiously 
in reserved language. 

Hut retiring to lien chamfer she called the sun and muon 
to bear witness to her fei lings and prayed to the gods to graui 
dayi-hawlru to her as u husband, Shu Imflfvd to Siva with 
folded hands with this prayer m her miud. and sent the letter 
to the youth. 

But from that day «hi‘ ceased !o gu U> cut her flowers. 
Thus did sin pa» h>-r days, not ulUigellier in sorrow, nut 
til together hi joy. 


Ll. 1*1. 
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In Hit? court-yard of her <w‘n bount? thurc hiul bloomed 
the chumfui and riagtthtWr llowers. All nlom> she went 
thither to gather flowers but her mind wu> not iu them. 

11 1 shall sco you with my iusatintt! eye*, 1 nhall yield 
myself unto your firms and cal) you my husband. These 
small and sweet smelling bakuf and tmtluli flower* have 
bloomed here. I shell pluck the choicest of I heat for wav¬ 
ing garlands for you. The searIf jI jam* are there, How l 
wish to nlTer these ns my tribute of wni xjyp t 0 your feet. The 
malt lint mid the malufi an* spreading their fragrance, and I 
swear by them thm 1 wish you to he my husband not only for 
this life hut for all my future live# to come. Yonder are 
those thorny fa tali plant'-. Are such thorns iu my way too? 
Who know s 

Thus did she tv fleet and shed tears nil ahum. Now let us 
revert to the to pit of her marrittgtt 

LI. I-1 i. 


7. The fnorosAL and m ActwhAKte. 

A mutch-maker saw ihiu-shj lit- -mo day and >urt “You 
have a beautiful daughter. Bright as the moon are vour fair 
reputation and social honour. No family is t lie re in thin purl 
of the country chiming n higher status. Your daughter 
is now grown up, Why nnl gel her married to a worthy 
groom ? " 

** Where is such an one to be bad?'* asked Ban-shi, 
"Heady am I to favour a really good proposal .* 1 

The match-maker said " In the village of Suudhn is 
such an one. His family is held in high esteem. They are 
Chit kralwr ties and ktitiiu of the tirst order. Tint name of tint 
youth is Jayohaadru. Handsome ts*he us the gal Kurtikeya. 
I truly think him to lie worthy of your fair daughter 
in every w«y. A good scholar in ho iu various bmnchojt of 
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study, —thu darling of hi* kinsmen, he look* glorious n* tin? *tin, 
Happy will your daughter be in this marring# and for myself 
I would have no hesitation about it.'* 

’* The western wind now produces a shiver os it blows. 
There is an ebb-tide in the mid stream of the river which flows 
slowly. The tops of the mango proves are full of blossoms. 
The season ia a good one. And if yon wish. I see no reason why 
the marriage slum Id not take place during this very month," 
The hora*c<-pe* were consulted and the palms of the 
bride and the brfdc-groom were examined. “ A happier 
match whs never indicated by the pin nets," said the 
astrologer. 


Has^shi I t VS. 

"As the horoscopes have proved «uti*l l MU>ry t ready am 1 
to offer my daughter to this yiinth." 

LI- 


S I'll El 1 AHA! ION'S. 

The negotiation^- were complete and th" day ami hound 
the marriage settled, it seemed to In? u bright and auspicious 
day. The southern wind was blowing and the cuckoo’-* gay 
worblingu were heard from far. Thr* bees hummed round tin; 
mad go-blossoms. Merrily did the trees, surrounded S'* they were 
by tender creepers, present an array of new leaves, BtitcK were 
distributed amongst the kinsmen and tlio woman-folk sang 
mu fringe-songs and pmises of the gods. The court-yards of 
Lite house showed Hwul painting* of various design drawn 
by women. Varied* rites were performed and the women sat 
tii worship the gods, 

bTwt of all pujas and offerings were nnule to Ska— 
the Ever-lust in li due—lie that h uncreated and wit hunt a 
beginning. 
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Tln'ii they ut«-shIp[HiJ the uther gods iu succBJUiiyu,—the 
goddess Syurim—the Dark-blue Otic— KkndiUfii ‘OF One 
crown mid Bonn Duvgu or the divine mother who preside* 
over tlu- forest*. 

The usual ceremony of i»Uti«tk on the day previous to 
marring was observed by the hride. I’itchers were 111 led 
with ' chtutipaui ' (lit. stealing water).* They saui; songs and 
praises mid anon the father of Chandra «tl in the court-yard 
of the temple to perform the * arwll I * of lib ancestors. The 
• jfiijtmkumln' or the smxilieijit altar was dug by the women. 
By the earth obtained ih this way, bricks writ made and 
these were duly imumled w it It oil. 

The in other of the bride wont lieggiug blessings Tor her 
from the good neighbours and i elations. Bile look a plate 
lillcd with some auspicious things nti her head and went ahead 
of her companions, white the aunt uf the bride carried a pitcher 
ami followed her, suiting festive songs. 

Ul. l-3«. 

'J. .liVCUt.NOBA AKU THE MAUOMEllAN GlRL. 

Filey had tlrsl met on the funks of the timidhn. She 
had gone there to till her pitcher with water. Her gait was 
Wjeasant as that of the bird khaajnn anil her word* were 
sweet as the cooing* of the cuckoo. As she approached the 
landing ghui of Hie river, the whole place became bright with 
her presence. 

41 Who are you* fair woman, going iu the tlwt-ghd 
with blow step*? Will you Init mice cast a sweet glance 
ul ran? .1 sec you here every tluv anti my eyes aw? still 
insatiate. Tray tell me what you feel. Far myself I 
cannot express my heart, but ft car Iu me you an 1 already 
as life itself, ' 


Tut ,i|>Uuilk'H ut ttu H..II) 1,1 lift 'tu „J Cnnlv III Im, 


Tbtw* wore the thought* nf ihe youth, Tot (teltone)’ hn 
could not speak them mil. 

lining lu Mie landing steps ha peeped through the brun¬ 
ches of « hijiii iree in nil directions; und when* its flowers 
hung down nud looked nil crimson, he placed n love-letter 
with care. “ She w sure to glance in t\m direction and this 
wi !I eer tain Iy nl r met her notice. Slear wit nes* ( 0 A ij«l tree— 
llm (livelier nf these banks—I have lightly put my thoughts 
in this lei ter, When the handsome maiden will come up 
In-re, «limv my ktlw to her. thou sum, who brightmvest the 
darkest spot of the world, kindly tell Mm fair one of the 
coImn of the ^hattipi *Jtvi flower, how greatly l am suffering on 
her account. Site will surely come here stud stand m the 
landing {that. I will slowly retire from here and watch 
her hiding myself fur a moment when, after her hath, she 
will return to the bunting steps snftly like a waff tlml goes 
onward to return to the bank,’ 

lie went away and nest day lie visited the flower-garden 
for a moment where the hrautiful ttignna. the gem-like 
Mo and the white *U*falik<t lined with, ml had all bloomed. 

The youth with the tilah mark on bis forehead and the 

flower-basket in his hands stood there immindful or hi* 

pleasant task. Vat lus heart was pierced hy a ilioni- 

like min. 

U. 1 - 30 . 


in. Tub oniu Nkws. 

The trumpet mid the tabor sounded high, ami sweetly 
vvert' the festive song* sung; ihe woman wove Jlowbrs into 
oar lands mid performed many a pleasant and auspicious rite. 

At such nil hour did llm shadow of a great sin fall isjwm 
the house and cloud its fair fame, t'eoplc whispered on all 
jtfde* ‘ VVhnl is the mat lor V And limy (oared (0 Iwlittvw 
Utc 5^1 11 11 ml ntii* 


MVMENS1NG BALLADS 


Then nrf>se a sound of lament in lhe bridal house and 
Bftngshi Dtw himself lost all eohirnl over his mind. Ala*, hi* 
caste and family honour were going to lte Inst rnr ever. 

“ Why should Profit! ence Iks Illumed ? Rather blame our 
own luck. 'Che sage* sometimes err. and such a sternly 
auimal at the elephant of mimics slips. Even the me reliant'* 
ship that has crossed ilm sens from afar, sometimes sinks near 
tlie lauding ith at," 

Thus did rlu? neighbours talk amongst themselves and 
addressing the Jbahmin 'S»M 11 Sir, it is not a tale worth 
telling. A great danger lias befallen us. The bridegroom 
©ItsW I ms done n very heinous iking. He has married a 
ITadiomedan girl and given up hi* mste." 

A I tmiuhr-boh, ns it were, fell breaking the pinnacle of 
a temple. All joy, nil mmic were suspended in the house, 

ikmgshi Das sat benumbed on the ground : there was 
no cloud, tin storm in the sky, but suddenly lightning 
lent fallen on his bend. 

U. 1-20. 


11. Wiiat mu CiiAsim/no > 

“ Whnt can yon, O f hand id, dn now ? '* Thu attending 
maids questioned her in whispers. 

They all lamented the lot of live unfortunate maiden. 
Rnr she became stiff, wordless and tearless. She neither 
wept nor smiled, nor spoke to her maids. Soft ns day 
wa- the maiden, Imt turn was she turned into an imago of 
Atone, 

They nil wept and alms d tin* bridegroom. Put she 
was severe and quiet, control hug herself with nil her might. 
Thu first, the -ecund and :lm third day passed. Hally she 
sat to eat her meal hut not a morsel did she relish. 

It «a* nil nWd of thorn* and Arrow* in Uu> night when she 
vi» h fl quite atone, She could not deep n moment, but wept 


chandra'vati ft 

h) 1 iiiMeon. The pillow was wet with her silent tears. 
8ht* racolleted how both of thorn used to giUbur flowers on the 
side* of the tank ; how they warn together and sported in 
the Phule*wart. His untile. his words constantly came to her 
miud ami for the whole night them was no deep for 
her eye*, In the muraing the pallor of her cheeks showed 
the agony of her despair. 

The father could read her thoughts better than any one 
eke. He felt a deep affection Eor her. Many proposals of 
marriage came from different places, and he began to 
consider these. 

At this stage Cbandrd saw her father ami told him tlwil 
she was determined not to marry, " I have dedicated my. 
self to Siva," she said, " I will worship lliru all my life. 
O father, be gracious unto your poor daughter and grant her 
permission for this 11 

The father sadly granted her lhn permission she sought, 
and ordered : 

** Dedicate your life to Si™, l will not stand in your way. 
1 will give you a task. Write a Uamayunu iu Bengali." 

II. 1-24 


12. Tub Tu.vgf.uv of tub Talk 

k temple was erected and Siva io stone was established 
tb6re Slu. oxoreiwd gn»t control oror her mini and 
norebinped the nre.it fid. DuriM Isbure hour, .1.0 
M m,,oowl the TUmnynna in Bons-tli. One'. mind l»com« 
«intn« a. ono rend. «s» Bnmi.yinn irntton by tin 

saintly Chandra. 

Thus did *he live Urn life of » coliWto all her days. 
Derolcd lo Sira ahe Rurremtensd to Him her life and all. I f 
any one apok« to her she m indifferent and scarcely gave a 
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reply : and nt> one over win her smile again. The hud luid 
Iwwni! a full blow n flower for a single night only to fade and 
wither in llm morning. 

Another stirring event happened about the; time. 

Seated was alio in the tern file, concentrating her mind 
on Siva. She uttered the titmtra* and performed holy rites 
and was devout in her prayer. 

It wua the month of May. The Sun tent his burning 
rays Irons t he zenith. The man go trees a mi led with their 
treasures of ripo fruits that hung from the Itomtlui in coodlv 
number. 

A man canja at such a time with a letter from .lay 
Chandra who had hugged in ii an interview with Chundrri. 
In that letter the young man hnd written his sad lain. It 
ran thus;— 

"O my Chandrd, dear as life, will you not hear with run 
a moment when I tell you my story ? My whole mind and 
body are on fire. I took poison thinking it to he uectxr. The 
garland of flowers on my breast has proved a poisonous snake. 

I have myself invited death to my doom. I eschewed the 
sacred fafari plant favoured by the gods and have worshipped 
»h« vile wore haunted by witches. I hare myseJf placed a load 
of sorrow on my own head and whom c m I accuse noiv ? J jh»o 
poison around me. poison in «ir, poison in water and every¬ 
where. How can I make ray escape Trom it ? Will you not, 
O Cbaud rfi, forgive a wretch like mo ? I long (o have a 
sight of you for the last time—a sLgiit of your playful eyes 
and their side-long glances : I long to hear but once your ever 
sweet words ; I lung to wash hut once your tender feet with 
ray tears. I assure you, O maiden, 0 holy on*, l will not 
tench you j I will not come toio close ; Irani a distance I will 
look nt your face beaming with holiness, and soothe myself 
by the sight. Companion of my childhood end the adored one 
of my early youth, Imw eagerly do I long to be near you l Tor 
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a moment I will behold your face, ami after that precious 
moment, feign would f tlrown nr hang myself or take poison. 
Too well do I feel that you cannot have RCJ Lo%>* for a wretch 
like iik'j hut lor the mat lim-' I bag permission to how to your 
fuel and hid you fare well. This interview will I* the last one 
between us Eyes will meat «}’<* for iho last time. There is 
no peace, no happiness for me in this world. After 1 have 
sod) you t will march to death, her I rovideuoe hits 

ordained it, and it is inevitable/ 

A« shn rend the letter Her cheeks were wet with team 
and a whole train of past u«wcwtloi)H came to her mind. She 
read the letter once, she road it twice, site read it a third time. 
The 1rttcr> were washed away by her tears. 


Ciundka. 

11 Hear me, 0 dear father, hear my swl story. Aou atone 
will feel lor me and he able Jo sympathise with my sufferings, 
.jay Chandra has written me a letter, tie request 1 * an 
interview fnr a moment.” 


BanosH t Das. 

"And how can you allow it now, fair daughter? 
With a ritigla-hearted devotion should von now worship 
the great gnd Siva. Do not indulge in any other thought, 
flow cni vou favour him again ! J Tour life has lieen 
dreary u death for his sake. How can Siva In* 
worshipped with a dower soiled by an infidel's touch, 
or with a fruit from which some one has already taken a 
portion. Even sr» vour heart will not he a fit offering to Siva 
if you effll give place in it to a thought of the unholy 
one. He was a good youth and I knew his mind was pure 


too 
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fts rhft Rfiaset' stream in his early year*; hit he has 
defilud ItimsoU. Providence has ordained that you would 
bt< unhappy iu this way. How can the inevitable be 
avoided r Purine ihc path, my dear daughter, that you 
have adopted. Do not allow your mind to lie didurlud bv 
anything else." 

Clmndrii did write a reply, hut the interview prayed for by 
Jay Chandra was refused. 

With the offerings of (lower ami blades of gras-i «he 
again entered the temple to worship Sira. 

She sat in the attitude of yoga shutting her eves. She 
made offerings of flower and sacred bet leaves to Sir* 
with single-hearted devotion. Slowly did the tears dry up in 
her eyes and slowly did her mind become free from all worldly 
thoughts. With one soul, one mind, she yielded ht-r^lf to 
Sint the God uncreated and without a beginning. Thou 
came a state of pence in her son I iu which the thought 

of this uorld, her home or even of her parents had no place. 

Absorbed in the thought of Siva, slip forgot the tale of 
her childhood that had caused her pain. J*y Chandra 

was nothing to her in her trance-like, aU-abwirbing 

devotion, hut Siva was 1 1 > her all and all. She prayed 
and prayed nil her mind wa* restored to a state of complete 
tranquillity. 

At (his moment Jay Chandra came thither and called 

her. 

"Open the door, 0 Chan drib once for the last time T 
want to see your Taco, A hist interview I ask and after that 
1 shall not pray for it again, j tang to he*, from your lip 
but once that you have forgiven me," 

He knocked at the door and then *motu his own 
breast iu a frantic manner. 

But she was absorbed in yqgw, lost in n mystic imm-e, 
no sound from outside entered her cant. 
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Then like ono trail, he cast his glances round hut saw 
no on it there. The door was not opened, no sound came there 
word from within the temple. 

His heart broke at this. Like ft Ttmtl man Jay Chandra 
again called out; 

“ Open the clfMjr, Chaudrd, Show thyself only once. You 
arc like a flower dedicated IoGihI, you arc like the Cianse* holy 
by nature. M\ touch will defile you; I know it very well; 
hut for one moment 1 waul to see your beautiful eyes, for 
one moment with imaikiic I want to have a sight of your 
face. From this distance 1 will see and not enter the temple. 
Once for life, dear Chandra, give me a reply.” 

She did not speak n word, nor open the door; for there 
sho lay in the tom pin lost in her mystic trance, her outward 
senses all shut. 

Glancing on all sides the youth *aw nothing. Hut near 
him he 'aw the red lilostom* of the flower-plant, known as 
the ‘ Maloti of tl e K veiling/ Sadly did he pluck notne flowera 
from these and with the red juice write the following 
inscription on the temple door: 

" 0 L'handrd, playmate of my childhood and companion 
of early youth, forgive me—you did not allow me an interview 
as 1 am w icked. But here end** all. No more would X come 
to you with a request. Farewell.” 

Her trance was broken mid -hi 1 (naked around and saw 
no one t here. The place was timely. She opened the door 
and ch mo out. 'Hie lines written cm the door met her eyes. 
With a pitcher win* went to the river for water to wash the 
temple Tear- flowed from her eyes. .Just (hen she *avw 
the river swollen hy the inflowing tide. There was none 
near ami on the waves was Hunting the dead body of 
Joy I'll rind lit. 

Him imiuUunu- did hi* look, though dead; ii seemed as 
if tnnoii-ljciiTtis played on the waves. His eyes wen* 
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half-closed und the mouth had lost for ever the power 
of speech. 

Maddened with Chitmlrti saw this woeful sight. 

" Our smiles and tears,” says the pout Nayanchaml, “are 
verily Hhe dream*. 

‘'Hard it is Tor a poet to convey the pathos of a story to 
others, o v or which he sheds tears himself,'* 

LI. 1*120. 
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PREFACE 


Thu author of this ballad is Dvija Ishmv: bat beyond bis 
luune we have n il. lieon nlUe to ascertain anything more about 
him. The first portion of the ballad is common.place, almost 
frivolous, but gntdunlly its interest increases and the pathos 
of tlie last scene is remarkable. It is complete in 1,321* linos, 
nil in the puftif metre, ami divided into IT cantos. 

The society which the ballad reveals is scarcely found 
to conform to the rub 1 * of the orthodox Hindu community 
of to-day A maiden could not only move the court of a 
Raja to compassion by her public address, but heroically 
make a confession of her love. The Bengali maidens 
in those days could open their lips when necessary, and 
show their innermost feelings without a blush, not because 
tlu'v were less shy or move forward than non, but because 
they were guileless and did nut consider pure love to be 
a sin. The control slmwu by Kama Id over her feelings is 
striking. Kvcjt when sin* knew that her father and brother 
were going to lie sacrificed at the altar of Knit, she did not 
rend the dr by her UimnitAtinu* as an ordinary woman would 
do. While her mind was torn by agony, *he retained an 
outward calm, did li«r duties quietly ami when the prince 
came mid related who the victims ware that ware going to be 
sacrific d, sh« simply lurnci aside her face for a moment to 
hide u tear, and then talked with him without Iwiraying any 
sign of emotion. Her calm and dignified, modest but heroic 
attitude invest* her with a quint beauty which leaves an 
impi-essiun oil the nimd not to bu quickly effaced. 

IDS 
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Wc find in this poem reference to the fact that the liarhers 
of Navadwipa were at one lime ex]w*ri in ibeir profession 
and hud a fame all over Bonsai and that the Knchas had 
the monopoly of beating drums dimin' the Kali Fuji. 

When a, prince fell in love with n woman, lie never cared 
to know to what caste she belonged. The stale of society 
indicates a stage when following the cation of a well-known 
itfjkit, one could marry a woman from a low caste, if he 
liked. 

Unlike most of the ballads of this (tloss, its end Is happy. 

It seems to us that the ballad had a historical origin, 
though the imagination of the poet has no doubt played an 
important part in shaping the material. 

*Hulia\ seems to lie an abbreviation of * Hall urn." If so, 
there is a village of that name about ten miles to the south' 
west of Nan d nil in Mymensing. Ilaghupur (Knghnrampur) 
Is seven miles to the north of a Hull urn. 

The song of Kama hi was like most of the other ballads of 
My mousing, probably composed in Lite 17th Century. It was 
collected by Baku Chandra Kunirir ih- front 3 or 1 women 
living near Kendua, He sent me the song on the 19th 
As bar 1888 B.E. 

HINESH CHANDRA SEN 

7, Blsuwakusii Lank, 

Bagb'ira* , t Calcutta, t'2lh March, 1925, 
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1, MiS'im Chak-Latuh. 

TUe riling of Hulk was one of the most Iwuuliful in iho 
country-side. * Every limuo hod h ftowcr garden surrounding 
it. Manik Cbaklftdur lived in ttmt village. flourished 111 
prosperity and enjoyed tin* nlTeotiou of '>« kinsmen *nd 
followers. He liad fine straw-built houses, soiiih w ith f 0UT 
tmd others with night pitched roofs. The walls looked gav 
with workmanship in tine mwlhi crane and the roofs were of 
» specks of straw called Uie uut. There were five compart¬ 
ment* and altogether twenty spnOlOU* rooms ill* retinue 
consisted *>r it thousand whiter* who belonged to the G«bh*r 
and Dha>ig»i‘ classes. For tv punts of lend he had under the 
plough. There ware tun elephants and thirty horses in j»» 
tables. Tile neighbouring pasture* were filled with but 

t0W9k In Ilk maw* there wore innumerable goals ftTlJ 
buffaloes His grananofl Were loaded with corn. Hundreds 
of men had their meals m his house 6fSSJ day. and if K guest 
came to his house lie nor or went nw»j disappointed. If a 
Fukir or n Vowhnov knocked at his door* for aims 1m 
received rice weighed in scalu* until ho was quite snti-fieii, null 
if n eook-d punt was ready at the time ho was sumptuously 
f«;d; he besides received a present of new clothes. Ifllieguval 
happeucii to lw a ftrahmln he got ti fee Tor deigning to eat at 
|,h host’s hotUB. Micro wore thirteen religious ftauivilli* 
performed with great pomp at hi* limwe ev*y W and by 
the favour of the gods Urn family ftourfehod in every way. 

He had a son named Sad him, who was ns handsome as 
Mad an (the god of taw)—*® husband of Rati. A very 
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handsome daughter hwl been previously liont to him. 

(Uni the (IdddfiSii Sai'asw&ti had descended from heaven and ™ 
bom there as tin* daughter ol Maaik Chaklrwlitr. In her the 
astrologer could discover signs of grout lurk, and her gun tin 
charm* like moon-ixmnis brighlum'd ih>- luui.w. 

M'nik Chsktrulnr In id an officer named Xidaii who looked 
after IvU i'-taU 1 , collected rmil* and hud the chargo of 
account*. 

Li. i-:m. 


g, ClUKAN—"1 UK MtUi-WOSTAX. 

tn that village lived a mllk-warna.. Chilian. In 

her youth shit wa* full of mirth and humour, uud her 
pleasanirir- were a- young men a* flfc* atigarud 

banana fruit flur profession wu* in soil milk. $lu v misatl 
tiiro* purl't u( water with urn part of milk uml thus made 
up lift kwj*. jshe was itit jolty, and smiled at the ijnd of 
llir Utile a|«wuh *iu* iHitde every time In fuot. her word* were 
gwueter than the milk or tnird that «be -old, tnd -he madu 
n tatter liftfiSriin liecmiM) »f the farmer. lit hor younger days 
lovers gathered nmnd her u* llie bees round n thtwer. 
Merrily did -he pw.>> her ikiya 111 their company. The very 
jmmeof Chiknu—the milk-maid - was a ‘■mite to ctmversaUon, 
ami the villagers took n great interest in her. 

"Vomh had faded away hut she -till ilre-seil herself 
gaily, .rue. her hair had turned grey, hut that was Ik?caus« 
she tumid ml iud|i il Si Him uf her teeth hud already fallen out 
Slid Others were rihnut t " fall, Though her husluiud had died 

long ago, dii> did not iH-|ieii-i with imr sheU-hrai’eleta (the 
signs of a "iff'). Hor huuiMt wtw leninred by lit; tuitions and 
dtN-olmv fellows. l"or it mis w idely known that the milk¬ 
woman knew >ottery, ami I lie ehtirmuil hotel* given by her hud 
tho power of seducing even the must faithful wifa ; they 
were held infallible, Her charmed oil was also an efficacious 
thing which made devoted wives give up their hits I muds. 











A Peep 



*' 1V K «*«« *»id WttiHir hchHiil m AtiVifwin tree 

Ift luvi* a lull virw of hn ihz?,\in s beautv,* 

ATflrffff/wj ]!„ i no 
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She bud tUlolber charm prepared from the eavs of the vulture, 
the tleah of the owl mol the kalapitnn Neb. 'lliese three 
Lhlug-s slit pressed together on u stone and then made 
very small pills with them. These *be dried in the sun* 
Kneii of the pills »!ie sold for Jive tlrnbi* of cowries. It 
had to be taken with cool water preserved from a day 
or two before: the inevitable result was that if any lover 
could make a wnitnui wallow only one of tliem she would 
think no more of her husband, bow ever chaste she might 
have been. 

u. 1-23. 


:k Ka».u a mr» ivm it Kit Yoci it, 

Tbrt beauty of the ClinkJjuIar^ daughter l* « topic well 
worth a description in detail. Iter voice was like the coninga 
of the cuckoo. Stack as the clouds of Vugiisl hung down 
her profuse hair nomclimp* in braid* and at others in curling 
locks. The dark blue ojjomjit" ilowt-r un» no match for her 
two beautiful eyes. When she wore clothes of the colour of 
Jhviinm: fire, her hcanty mir push'd that of the heavenly slurs. 

One dnv she went to lint be accompli tiled with her inn ids. 
Seated riu the landing steps she washed her hfinds ami feet. 
There the Knrkoon (her father’s officer) happened to see her. 
And then when she plunged lmrsclf lit In the water, her fane 
rested on it like a full-ldoim lily Hiditui himself behind 
the tlmvnring bviinnliv*. of a bffctti tree, the Karkoon gazed 
nt her with insatiate eyes. Then when aficr her hath she 
relumed home w it it -low steps, the Kai koCm changed bis posi- 
riem and bid himself behind a ititihurth* 1 true It* have o full 
view of h*-r dux*ting beauty . 

He did not. however, esprev* bin thoughts hut sup¬ 
pressed the tire of his soul and planned as to how he could 
alloy his bum tug desire 
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4. The Kahk<ki>‘ asjjtde Mit.Ku.*m. 

The old in ilk* woman wa* a frequent visitor to the Chfikln- 
dar’s house- She sold thickened milk, butter mid curd at 
thiit |t!an) and nas intimately known to KnmnliL Tim- 
spent many a sweat hour in talk when they met. 

The Kurkoan came to Tear* of Ihis intimacy between tin- 
two and of the wonderful charms of the milk*woman. He 
heard of her magical powers. lie had already pu: a Itetel 
into his mouth . but he iorgot. to take n little time (without 
which the betel lose* all tan ten. Ho went with slow steps to 
the milk- woman'* toltnge. She asked him the reason of hi* 
kind visit. 11 1 took betel, but Liicre was tio lime n( my house, f 
have uome to you for a little lime ”—said tin* Knrkoon. Jl Bttt, 1> 
he added, Tl I have no money with me to offer you," She 
smiled anil said, " 1 am not a dealer in lietcl* or lime, and do 
not charge anything if I offer thorn to any one—provided, tit 
course. I find tin/ vm* after my mind.” The Kiirkoon gond- 
humouredly replied, J ‘ You hnvo grown old now, TYhnt a line 
stock of humour did your milkman give you—it is not 
exhausted I hough your hair !m* turned grey I” Sk retorted, 
"‘The chilly grows I he morn tusiy and hut tlm riper it 
tXNSomus, < Vue’s jollity need not go because unit has grown old. 
People like me for my words. Put have you not in sooth heard 
of my magic powers? f can get the moan down from tin* sky 
by my spell. Now tell me, Karkoan, what is it in reality 
that has brought you here?” She offered him n -«at She 
prepared a hotel with catechu of the ktt;/a (screw) plant with her 
own hands. She then brought a hooka and offered him a smoke, 
He pleasantly smoked ami slowly spoke hiw mind. “ You 
were once a young woman—mm in whom the maidenly charm* 
were full like the flow.tide. You know -midy how the 
desire* of youth torment the mind, ] will tell you whnt 
1 have come for I have seen Kara mu—die Chaklndnr? 
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daughter, Since seeing tier i have been ill at 6fift8. By 
life, 5 pray you, dear m Mi -woman, secure for me the girl- 
If you (it) not do sc*, I will kill myself hero. Strlk? me 
if you wish hut do not fowiko mo. ’ And saying this 
he entreatingly caught hold of the milk-woman’s kinds anti 
looked at her imploringly. 

The milk-woman assumed a grave air and said, " I warn 
you, do OOt flay ugnin what you have said. If the Chakladar 
hoars if, your head will fe blown off. Wlmt a madidear 
AVhy should you lose your life for nothing when you are so 
young in a foolish pursuit like tilts 'r ” 

Th(* Karkoou at this stage bowed low at t he milk-woman * 
feet and said, “ l knpw the wonderful magical powers that you 
POSMM. llo not deprive me of your help in this, way. If 
you ho kind my life will he saved- Strike or even kill me 
if you like, hut help me " Saying so he offered her t% purse 
containing a hundred rupees, 
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And from that f iivio forward the Kurkoon called frequently 
an the mi Ik-woman who often got some money far her advice. 
Then one day he wrote n letter to Ktun&hV to 'his affect. 

*' Dear maiden, you cannot imagine how greatly I> a 

stranger, feel for you. fine kind glance From your v v v s ' N 

enough to revive my drooping spirits, t« it too much Tor 
mo to espccl an offer of your youth! I hereby agree t„ 

give unto you all that 1 have. For fou I im <«»*>' to 

up my life itself Van are my religion, my life, my all. Y.m 
are the flower-garland of my breaat. 11 ^ no ^ Wt1 
for a day, my mirnl bocoroofl restless* The weight of tn> gne 
ureases my soul, Even the tree* show ! .b"ir ^ tnpftthy for me, 
when I weep, by dropping their leaves. Will you not be moved 

to compassion r " 
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The milk-vronjitti wept to KiUitnki with the letter. Slip 
tiwi it in the corner of her wifi mid went straight n ay to the 
ChaUjiditr'* place. 

Kiimalri iviw seated ots a golden couch. She wu# chewing 
a mseuted betel. She hid her irrowitig charms under her blue 
tti'Ii as the lily plant hides its flower in September lest the 
bees should set* it. When 'lie smiled i* seemed that the 
white ntvllii to flowers bloomed on her [ip-. When she went 
to luvthi! at the binding yhot and threw tl«t whole wealth of 
her uuhmiiled hair all loom 1 on her hack, it tuui’bvd her 
very ankles. The wind played with her red veil removing it 
from her face for a little t line. Then would the Ih?l-s leave the 
lily of the water for the more beautiful lily of the land. 

A garland of the awed mntati flower adorned her 
brejist. And ns the milk-woman approached her* she said 
in feigned mister, H The curd you supply in our house, 
milk-woman, is sour. The butter is not fresh- l will tell 
my father all this. lie will drive you from [hi* village of 
ours.* 


M ilk- won is 

** It is all the fault of my age and of my hud luck. Whet) 
I mu a young woman my curd find hut ter tested *weet. 
Even if I had mixed seven mutts nf water with one seer of 
milk, people then praised me for supplying genuine curd. 
My hotter and cited were in high demand Like the lw*s 
humming round a hive, these people ^ut lie red ut idv house 
to sin* tny praise. My sour curd had then m sweet t iste. 
Hut how my youth it gone: thnugli t prepare my until 
with nothing hut pure milk they ttmi fault with my prejumt- 
tiou. tV Imt a great care do I tiruv take in pxirpapin.it my 
butter yN they have not one word i<> say in praise ut my 
ways ' I shall never, O maiden, henceforth sell curd and 
butter, whatever mny befall me in this old age," 


KAMA LA ]\A 

Ialian, llit* poet, regret* " O, whuian evil day I From now 
the milk-woman's cup will eo empty/* 


TfIK Ml Mi-WOMAN', 

" Youth lia* dawned on ynti, fair damsel, hut yon live 
1 lie stem life of a nun When the flotvor Ij looms, the laics 
gather, hut no hue i- ini a wither ad Rower. Very $nrry 
indeed am ! for you. Von weave a garland yourself to adorn 
your youth. Where i* tin; pleasure? 'Some one else ought 
to do it for you ) Many are the lines that have been maddened 
by you, my winred H iuver: why do yon keep yourself con¬ 
cealed from them r [ F yon were married I would have given 
Un* groom the hint cord that l can prepare and how overjoyed 
hff won hi be to taste it ‘ ” 

As KAmnld beard her words she eitma close to the mili- 
woman and softly said, "i will tell you a wonderful story, O 
milk-woman, concerning my marriage. 

“ In this world, I assure yon, there is none who is my 
peer. To whom, shall 1 offer my garland V I will tell you 
the story of my previous life. In heaven I was Rati (the 
queen of Kama, the i*od of Love). My husband Kama and 
myself came down to share the world’s woos under a omse. 
Behold my figure. Doe* it not shine brighter than the moon? 
AVhiit mortal youth is there who can be ;t worthy groom for 
me? Rut there is another reason ton why I should not 
marry. IT 1 elect some one else ns my husband and perchance 
my lord Kama visit* me *ome day, how shell I explain my 
conduct to him ? I have therefore taken the vow of remaining 
unmarried all my life. I will steer the lxiat of my youth 
‘■lowly nn this *, u of life with the Hog of Kama unfurled and 
remain true to the end." 

The milk woman n<e delighted with Kamahl’s wit and 
jolly words. \nd *hc laughed till -lie grew nervous ao.d her 
hair foil <1 Liheveil- ti round lew facts. 
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Tbk Milk^ohas. 

'* I will also toll you a true story, if you will only believe 
it. Scimu days :u-o i mad* a trip to heaven. Ilifther I went 
to sell curd. On the put 1i [ met your ltnmn Separated from 
you he looked pale Hu was overjoyed at Beirut me there. 
Ho approached me and said. • You have cornu from rho 
ear f iu lour calling is Lo sell milk and curd, and you pay 
Tbits to the palaces of the U ijas L Did you, O milk-woman, 
meet mv Rati there V You must tell me the truth/ 1 told 
him us eagerly, 1 Yen l know her, hIiu is ham in the house of a 
rich landlord and her beauty is like the lump of that house. 
Her name on the earth is KumalA/ And then l told him alt 
about your parents. 

" He was standing, but when he heard all that I told 
him he hem low and bowed down to iue ; and then with 
great care he wrote a letter to you, l have brought U here for 
you. Juft tend the contents of the letter aud you will see 
how intensely he is suffering from tho pangs of separation/’ 

“Imagine what a trouble 1 have taken for you. I weul 
all tho way from earth to heaven for your sake. I had to 
mount thousands of ’tejta,—for the *teiroast* to heaven is nmnv 
miles long. O wliat a pnin ! ] got lumbago in my attempt 

to aacend the steps. 11 is only from i person of mv resolute 
temper and devotion to you that you could eipecl such 
services/’ 

1 he poet LhIkiii says, “ Vos, milk*woman, you deserve a 
good reward for your pains, But first the letter should be 
read." 

As she read tho letter her whole framu burnt in mge. 
8he looked like a flower-garden <m lire, Word rose u> her 
head ami her heart palpitated. But sup pressing her feeling 
she Mill with a forced smile, " Yes, my dear mi Ik-woman, you 
have suffered much for my sake ; you travelled all the way to 
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heaven for rue. awl certainly you deserve a rich reward tor 
you* puim. Parted from my Kama, i my day* in great 
sorrow Hut it w«nn. through your help i change will come 
over my life How i he g<4— Kanin -to look at ? I have not 
seen him for nmny day a,'* 

The Miuo wci it a k. 

,l He is lkjuidsoiue a? the ir ..1 Jfartikey'j. Surrounded is he 
by ft bain like the mound irutii« lie sow you when you were 
bathing. He Wit*, (hen standing nndev a fmteut tree. When 
he tries to speak of you his umotions overpower him rind the 
words * Alas, ul.ts! ’ come from bis lips. His eyes, if you could 
hut once see their glance, would charm you, as they have done 
many a woman, Jlo is an nffirar under your Father, Kamulii." 

“ What can I give you as reward for your pains ? But 
take somethin!;, "saying this Knmnld held up her necklace as ii 
wishing to present it to the milk-woman. She approached her, 
and Kamnhi suddenly caught hnr by her looks and gave her 
Borne slaps on her cheeks. The few towih she had were already 
shaky and .she was troubled with chronic toothache. The 
slaps caused them to full oul. Some blows also fell on her 
hack ns additional reward 

The milk-woiimn daeped tlm fees of Kimald and piteously 
implored her to desiftt. She i-uuld not cry aloud lest people 
should know of her Wickedness, 

Kahala. 

41 You, wicked woman, you have passed already through 
the three periods of life and are in the fourth or last stage. 
Yon have lived a life of viJe lust md you w nut others also to 
do the wire l would haw told all In my lather and in that 
cast) your denih would have bean certain, Bui I desist from 
doing jmi; thurr is no credit in lihicrkeiriug one** hand by killing 
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such a gnat ns you lire, lint take tin* \uiriiLn" ; do not no me to 
my plaee any more. If you (In so, your life will be id stake. 
Tel] that rogue of the Karkoon n.11 this. How audacious is In*, 
la-inu our servant ! Like h frog aspiring to the lotus is he. A 
stave wants a place on the head. I'he sentence 1 of death 
vrouUl be bis just punishment. But if a m»d doc bites, no 
sain* man would biie it in return.” 

With alow steps did til© iniLk-uvonmn leave the room: 
blood was falling from her gums. When on the way some 
people wked her as Lc what was the matter with her, she said 
it whs chronic tooth-ache that troubled Iter, If still itwne 
outsiders pressed for further details she grow twigty and a 1 1 used 
them. When eh© relumed home >h« did not speak to anybody 
but wept all alone. Says Drija lshun, “ it is belter to swallow 
an insult without noise." 

U. 1-88*. 


fi. Toe REVENUE. 

The Karkoon had *pent u restless day ; imd now when the 
dny was coming to a close, he hurried to the house of the 
milk-woman. Oh the way he ivm feeling a greai agitation 
in bis heart thinking what the maiden would say in reply to 
his letter. But »s soon iv» he crossed the threshold of the 
milk-wutuuu's house and entered it, she came upon him with a 
ferocious look and lie fore he could add rate her she poured 
forth a shower of abuse in a wild manner. " You rogue, if yuu 
come here again 1 w ill break my broom on your back. Yon 
will he punished with (teat 1 1 if you attempt again what you 
have done once Had l heen a nian instead of being lho weak 
woman that l am, ! would have cut n!T both wmr 

The Karkoon was greatly depressed in spirit, anil without 
replying ;,< the abuse ‘if Uni milk .U nman, returned lemur with 
a deturininucimi ki avenge iJm wrung, “ I will within seven 
days destroy all the property ami id I the weaiili this 


CJinklmW u-||n is a itu'ixi stili-lr-rd, holding a lease under (In* 
Xrimmdnr, ! will anyhow avenge myself of this insult *’ 

Ittf wrote a ■ it'ir h thi* Zawitiditr. Thu Zmnittdnr’a 
nimt.' was lhtynl mid his town was cal lad Kaghupur. 
Munik Cbuklndar, under ivhnm tin- Karkoon held Jits office, 
but tt Sub-lord under the ZatnTndnr, The letter of the 
Korkuon rau as follow* : 

11 I bow to Your 11 1 fitness as ■! notice Incarnate. Be 
pleased to read my hutuM** petition. The Chain Jwbu' has got 
immense riches untie remind Ho has got sevi*n large jars 
full of gold coins. They right fully belong to the Xamimhir, 
Bui ilio Clmklndar has appropriated thorn lo his treasury,” 

LI. 132. 


7. Oi’i’n kssiox. 

As soon tin- Zumimlur got this letlur he ordered the 
Chaklndar to ho brought tn lib presence at once. Thousands of 
men surrounded the Chaklndar's house. He was hound hand 
ami foot am] brought before the Zimtindur, who asked him 
“How much money have you got underground ? ** 

The ClMkluditr was surprised at this ipiery mid said, "Who 
told this lie t(» Your Highness? I have nut cot a cowrit*. 
M hy should I bt> 'mated like * utimimiJ fur nothing?" 

The ZaMundjir was angry at this reply and ordered the 
Cbaklttdsr to he throw n into tmi* of his ptisons called the 
khnmtmln (the murder-hou so). 

In I he meantime I he .Karkoon'ti plans matured further. 
A tlii«r crosses a fence In -jet in to n house and then attempts 
tlm nest one, 41 The first fence,” thought tin* Karkoou, 
“ has been L-iusscd. Sow tlio second tun* should 1m got over. 
It is the ChukladurV son, Sadfmn, who should he removed, 
now” 

llu came up Ijefori- l,he youth and said, “ H ia a great pity 
that your father is in such n cruel predicament. Wo hear 
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that he lias Ijcch bound bund and font anil a heavy stone hn* 
been placed on hi* breast, • hi hi* bed thorny plants hate been 
spread. Now it is no good spending your time in vnitt grief. 
You must at UBD 9 go to mtve him from thin Junker, Jlie 
Parana tell ns that the prioces Ram and Lnksbrnarm wont to 
tho forests and lived like beggare for fourteen years font 
pledge to tlmir father. finish mam killed his mother at the 
bidding of his father. And Srimunta went jiuji^ to .1 great 
distance f ruin borne seeking his father. It is not becoming of 
you to nifty at bom*' ftt ibi* critical moment. Try to get 
vour father released. Sec the Zutnimlitr and present him with 
some gold com*.” 

fly such crafty words In! made Sail ban leave (be house 
and start for the ZnitiituW* city. Now whan ftU ol^itruc¬ 
tions were thus removed be paid a visit to the Chrtklftdars 

bouse. 

.Sadhnii reached the X.imihd.u'* p|«w and made obeisance 

to him. He presented him w ith a purse uf gold mohars. 

The Zami 11 dn r asked Smlhau thu rmmn of bis visit, 
Sadban refer red to the unjust imprisonment «>f his father. 

Z,\uiNhAii. 

“You must at once give me all the gold mollftT* tliftt VOUf 

father has got imdergt.id and tntappruprTalr d ; and then 

only eau I I trink of rclemdug him. Thu money that he hat 
got is legally mine, hut be Ip is uibbrnl in* of it. 

.> Jt is it ftttwr charge," **W Smlluni and pleaded Ids case 

with all humility. 

the flsmiiutnr did nor argue hui at mice ordered Sadhnn 
to lie sent (U the DUntv prison u here his lather lav, and there 
a heavy stone was placed im hi- hrcosl. 

The order was * All the goM coins. 11111*1 be given me. 
And then, and then only can the father and non expert to Ijo 
released," 

M. 1-52. 
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6. Tub KaukouN stefs usto tub Suof.s of the 

CittKLADAfl. 

Mean time tin; Knrkoon was right srlutl at utl dint Jmd 
happened, Fit' collected nil t.1m outstanding revenues from 
the mtfnts with grail energy ami submitted them to the 
ZuiuintFar praying for I lit* poasi. of thu Chnklml.n now vacant. 
The Zummclar writs pleased with It is pruiupLilmlo uud issued 
it Snimd Appointing 1 the Karkonn to the ChakLid/tr’s post. 

When ho tllU& obtained tht: Siinnd ho puiil a visit to 
Kaiimln a in! addressed her tints -— 

“ Oh beautiful one, 1 have got the Chaklodarship to-day. 
If you would now agree to marry me, there would in* perfect 
happiness on thu part of both, I shall carry out yoar least 
wish like your loyal servant la tlmt e&se. If you do not 
agree, your lot wilt he miserable, Kti'ii the trees will drop 
their leaves at your sorrmv. Nutt cutisidor the mutter well. 
If you do nut ugrei' to my prayer, you must go out of this 
house which is Jio longer your father's, but tuine by virtue 
or my office.’* 

Indignant]y did Kmnaid reply, " Whit has heard that one 
ev»-r mandi'il it drvil in Imtnnn form! You hate oaten the 
salt of my father all your life, lor that, your heart did not 
f'srl u thmh in bringing about his ruin in this way iK-or ns 
life is my brother whom you have treated so ■ ]t. is a kick on 

the face that you deserve for nil lJhsc. Il is In 1 tier for inu 
to live in tin? wilder infested with leasts rather Thun Reek 
shelter under tlm rouf of such a devil ns you. are, I would 
wither tag alms from door to door than stay n moment 
in I his house. If my father .mil heather were present 
huro to-day, you would Is- liottnd lo.i tr jungle and scourged 
lo death. 1 * 

There were two [HiJamiutataHii-, \ndh. uni Smdhi, 
devoted to thu family of .Mnnik Clmkltiriur And Kumiiht sent 
la 
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for thorn. They carried fauna 1ft anti her mother by palanquin 
to the house o£ Kantnl&V tnatenml uncle, 

LI. 1 * 40 . 


0. The anual. 

Ihe Kfirkooji. now raised to the position of Chnkbidar, 
got information ag to the whereabouts of the mother and the 
daughter. lie at onto wrote u letter to the uncle of Kama hi 
who «rm then living in .1 foreign hind, The letter ran ihus :— 
“ Your niece, Bear Sir, has lost her ch time ter* If you 
permit her to remain at ymir vill^Lre* home, the Fanehayet 
(village* judges) frill surely out caste your family. The bar tiers 
nil! not shave jy your home and Lite priests will not perform 
any religious function there. You will he excommunicated, 
and there will 1 m* 110 escape From this. She in madly in love 
with a Chanda I youth ; for him she has given tip all social 
ties. She has no place in her father's house and Ipis gone to 
your house to damn it. Yon must give peremptory orders to 
drive her out o! your home. Another point. The Zamindar 
lias issued an order that whoever will give her a place in 
his house shnll lie punished with deuth." 

The uuclc. os already stak'd, was living in a foreign coun¬ 
try. As soon ai he received this letter he wrote to his wife 
at homo. “ From this distance 1 have learnt that Kama Id 
with her mother, my sister, is Jiving at my house. She is 
yet a maiden and what a shame that there is such a scan dal 
against her xuunc ’ I am Md flint she is secretly in love with 
Htrnrai, the Chin dal youth, You must at once drive hor off 
For if you allow her to remain at my house we shall |» all 
mi tens ted. l)n not let a moment pass on receiving this letter, 
hut at once drive her from our home, If shy attempts to stay 
sown her by her loch* end pull tier out of the house by force/’ 
The aunt we sad at heart at receiving thin note from her 
hn si Kind ami rellccied, “ KamnMk mother is my husband's own 
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sister and she i* our nmoe. How can i drive her oil r Whore 
will Karaalu go and how preserve her honour r Oh. what 
misery ! When learning all this the mother and daughter 
will begin to cry, how shall I bear to see the sight ? Ihoy 
aro very tender-hearted. How cun I give lhem pnm r 

LI. 1-4*. 


10. Kamila he&b&ts iu» TJsclb’s House. 

The aunt for a long time thought over the matter and 
then all alone went to Kaun&M’s room when she and her mother 
were not then.*, and placed her husband’s letter on the 
bed. 

Karoald in the evening mitered the room and found the 
letter lving on her bed. As she read it her fuee was suffused 
with tears. "What ill-luck is mine!" she said to herself. 
" My father and brother are prisoners and God knows what 
evil tale haoJbrougUt me to ray uncle’s house ( All the w ealfch 
that we hod has been plundered hy robbers.” She remeintjeri'd 
the cruel insult received from the Kurkoou and then resolved 
11 G what a terrible sky from above is staring me in the face ! 
There is no sun no moon there. But. no matter. Not a 
moment shall I stay here. If I wm a true daughter of my 
parents, whether I drown myself or drink poison or cut my 
throat with a knife, whatever may Itefnll me—-not a moment 
shall I stay here. Let Bana Ihirga, the goddess, decide my 
fate any way.” 

Not once did the maiden wish nn interview with her 
mother; nor did she slop a moment to bid farewell to her 
aunt ; she hesitated not to think of the grief H would cause 
to her mother; nor how a solitary and youthful way*farer, 
she would save her honour in tho hour of peril and got over 
the dangers that be#* 1 ! her way ; slid cared not to ask any one 
of the path she should follow, nor enquired ha I once to 
where she should go sou king shelter. In that ipiict hour 
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when tile stars were just beginning to twinkle in flic sky ansi the 
«tn .vuik in the furthest boundary of the horizon,—she offered 
her silent prayers to Haim Durga, the sylvan deity, and then 
loft home all alone. She proceeded onward where her two 
oy«s flooded with tears feebly espied the path. Aval’ll and 
acnin tears blinded her eye* anil -die could ant see the path 
at till. 

U, 1-32. 


U. Sltft MEETS A HkIUISMAM. 

She wiped her eyes again and again ; her tender frame un¬ 
used to walking Lrembledat every step; *he walked n few paces 
and then took » little rest anil again proceeded on, .liisl Mien a 
deep jungle Willed Iln Atimtr appeared in sight. There was 
on habitation of men nor was any traveller seen who trod fluil 
region at that hour. Ileru p rhaps the Almighty God hoard 
that cry for help which came from her Innermost soul. In 
that grim loneliness i wum-out old traveling a herdsman, 
appeared w ith a buffalo. Kamald approached him. 


Kama la. 

kl 1 you, O herdsman, ns the help of the helpless ; 
allow Kio to call you ' father/ A great mishap lew fallen upon 
me obliging im- ti. leave my home. What ill-luck it h for 
™ ! But 1 ]imy you (> herdsman. Hint yen T nav kindly 
give me a little shelter in a corner of yottr cowshed so that 1 
may spend the night there. I will neither want tood tier 
P : only permit me, Q father, to spread a part of my 
Unit f may lie dow n in it rornnr or your cowshed." 

Tim herdsman w» taken by ^.rpriwat the doling brnutv 
of Kmnald and thought ihnl the Ooddessaf Fortune, Uk*bn», 
herself bad appeared to him in disguise to try his devotion. 
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Hhjldsman, 

“ Deign to come to my Uoush*, 0 goddess, 1 tmurv jou 
I will wcrebip you by my soul, ton must for ever ^tay * itb 
me ftt tnv bumble Mt :unl never leave me- And tyrant- me 
tlus boon that my fortune may go on flourishing- Another 
boon that I seek H that through your grace no danger or 
mishap may cross my threshold, and may my bulT&toos yhibl 
milk three limes more, 1 ' 

Saying this he ted her to Iij> Imtuc, She lighted the 
evening lump and did all the work of the house* l or Mireo 
days site stayed then? After lighting the lamp in the cn- 
ing, she made a lire In tli* shed oC the animals to drive the 
gnats and insects away by the smoke- Spreading the 
With her delicate lumd* she made a lied for Hie old man every 
night, and cooked hi* meal* thiw times every day. Thus 
shf> Imiked after tlte household in *11 matters. Hie herdsman 
returned ^very day from the pasture* after his days nork 

and was greatly delighted to find his mtjwIs ready* Tuni of 

excellent quality did she make wltli milk and fine fried rice 
id tlm ttta species. This she? served to her foster*fatber and 
■waited standing nmr him vi limi he took his meals. .1 he old 
man felt the joy of a non life, and things at hw hotise took 
altogether a muv and ft letter lum. 

Ll. 1-32, 


12, Sjik go!* inrn the Sthastgric. 

One day n young man came to that part of the country 
to hunt falcon n, Nobody know from vrhui place hn camo 
or whet home lie adorned, but rtcctfnnfdiAhed and handsome be 
weg like a god. Hi* notour shone m bright gold, and lie won* 
a golden drt^, He looked like a prints* in all resped*. The 
herdsman returned homo Imm the Held in the evening and 
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found the young man standing near Im cottage, bright in the 
warrior god Kartikeye. 


Trre Huntru. 

” 1 am very weary. L pulsed through great trouble and 
worry in the forest and mu thirsty. Will you give me a cup 
of water ? ” 

KAmuld offered him j cup of water amt he fdt his fatigue 
gone after the drink. 


The Ul'sieh. 

“T am lisre, 0 old man, much fatigued and wearied, 
I can no; make out who this girl is at your house that offered 
me water, (^uiet us the eveniug star and beautiful as the 
young moon in tho blue sky is aim. It seems the Goddess of 
Fortune Ltkshmi. ii no match lor her in bunuty. Who is 
she ? Who are her parents * I take her to he a princess; 
or la it possible that by acme special favour of the gods you, 
old man. have got tin's daughter horn in your own house ? 
la sbo married or is she si III a maiden i» You must tell mo 
the whole truth about her.” 


The Oui Mas. 

“ O thou. Justice Incarnate, deign to listen to mo, I 
myself do not know who her parents are, neither can 1 I 
tell you where hrr house is. 1 know her to be the Goddess 
T,akshml herself. Sbe has, oul of her great mercy for me, 
condescended to be a guest nt my home. From the day she 
has been hero my fortune lias improved I hunt got un¬ 
expected sums of money liy i lit- site of my milk and a 
buffalo, long given up as Wren, has conceived, Better days, 
it seem*, have dawned on me by her grime." 
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Thk UrsiTR, 

'* Now hear mi?, O herdsman, give thi^ girl to me : I 
will take her to mv home, 1 will weigh u W*kHful of pearls 
anil gold and give it to you its reward. I will with the 
sanction of my father, ui»ke volt a gift of fourteen pum» 
of land besides," 

The herdsman said weeping : — 

" No, that cumiof I**, I do not want riches, I have 
already known her us my daughter, 1 cannot now live without 
her. 1 will worship her lotus-feet all my life. She i* the 
Goddess Lakshmi herself, and can he no other. Within this 
short time she has grown dearer to me than everything. 
The world would seem dark arid void to mo without her," 

AH that the young man pleaded proved unavailing. The 
herdsman was deeply distressed by the proposal and would by 
no moans lx? persuaded to consent. 

One full day passed in discussion. And on the next 
day it was settled, the young hunter would lake her with 
him to his home. 

The herdsman said to K amain, “ You were in great 
discomfort in my poor house, but forgive nil Urn trouble 
and inconvenience you suffered here, and re mem her me with 
kindness. I do not want riches nor fourteen /imvn of land. 
May your kitua-feet shower tlieir heavenly grace on me 
at the hour or my death." 

The tears of the herdsman fell on the straw and grass 
that grew in his compound. 

The prince in I hr* meantime tout her with him to bis 
home. 

IA 1-150. 


18, 1'hIKCB PlLABlP Kt UAU ASP Kama l, A, 

As she lighted the limp in her room in the evening she 
wept at the recollection of her mother At Mini hour prince 
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Pr.'irJip Kumar slowly entered her room. Seated on n couch 
ehe was th inking of her mother who was now far away and 
the prince approached her at the time. 

The Prince. 

“2sqt to-day but to-morrow " in this way, dear maiden, 
you have Im-oii deceiving rue, t-var since yon have lusen a guest 
here. [ want from von this information only. Where is 
your home and whose daughter are you? I am maddened by 
your beauty, but such is my Jot that [ see you always weeping. 
The more you wipe away your tears I he more they inurease. 
What i- your pain V Will you not marry me and make me 
happy? From I ho day I saw you llrst in the house ..f the old 
herdsman, 1 have dedicated my life uud all to you. i have lost 
my passion for hunting falcons from that day and you see that 
l seldom gn out. I am now careless ahmii everything else. 
The blooming flowers of my garden, u|] purple and white, 
have lost tlmir charm for me. Fur your love, dear, I have 
become like one mud. You are (■> me more welcome than 
any gold, you art- the precious diamond necklace of my breast. 

If you leave.1 will never leave you, 1 will cling to your 

feet even like your *We«f anklets, humming your praises all 
day long." 

Tshim, the poet, says, '* It is the shaft of Urn gotf of love 
ihal has surely pierced Hie heart * of both.” 

in the morning the prince goes to KaiiiulA's room and 
re-enters it in tin* evening; and thrire every day he asks 
imploringly (1 Tell me, 0 maiden, who you are? " 

Kama i.a. 

'■ I will ti ll you, □ primai, who I am, when the proper 
time will come, but not now. Meantime boar iu mind that 
you have given the word of honour to the herdsman that you 
will not apply anything tike force to extort a reply from 
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me. You will surely know everything shout me and you 
ought to know it. but you should patiently wait for the right 
moment." 

So did the prince cull on the maiden many a time every 
day. But os often, returned to his own chamber, disappointed. 
1 , 0 X 0 secretly burnt hie heart, but for shyness he could not 
speak much. Like a bee flying away unwillingly from tho 
beloved flower that gives it a nod of refusal, anti ever returning 
to it in hoj*j,—did he come and go. 

And thus passed three mouths. 

Lb 1-12. 


14. The Huh an Sac hue ice. 

One day at the palace loud heatings of drums were heard. 

« whnt b ibis noisy music of drums for in the palace ? ” 
"The ttaja will worship the goddess ftaksba Kail by 
human sacrifice. 1 ' 

The maiden gradually came to learn who the persons were 
who were to be sacrificed before Kali and how the function 
was to be performed. 

ft was her father and brother who were to be sacrificed. 
She wept and at her tears even the trees dropped their flowers 
and leaves as a token of sympathy. 

At this hour of her grief came In her room prince Tradip 

Kiuual. 


The Prince. 

Have you heard, D dear maid, a stratur* story r My 
father will worship Kali hy human sacrifices. Ixst ns both go 
to the temple and «et* the wonderful sight. 

Shi- sadly asked, " Who are these wretched men who have 
1«en brought for sacrifice r At what price did your father 
get them ? 11 
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The prince thereupon related flip slory nf these two 
victims, nnd as the maiden hoard it, her heart burst hi 
grief. 

Shr wiped iwriy her growing teilis Lind hid her face from 
thts princu and turning aside, said, ii To-duy, () prince, you 
will hem* from me my whole story. I will no mote hide it 
from you. Before your royal father* full court, the place of 
justice, shitlJ I reveal the cnu*e of mv grief Hut 1 have a 
request to make to you. In i.hs viIL ige of Iluliu there live? 
Iho Karkoou, imw math* tins Ch iklndar of the place. You must 
send fur him ami bring him up here. There are besides the 
two palanquin-bearers Andhl and Sandhi in that village. 
They know a part of the story and they should he made to 
appear before your royal father’s court. Iu that village 
there is* also a milk*woman called Chikan. She is an impor¬ 
tant witness. Then she told the i m him of her uncle and 
aunt, without referring to her r>wti relationship with thorn, 
and wanted that they also should be produced, Sho next 
jtaid that the herdsman at whose house she had been found 
should not be forgotten. All these persous should be present 
before thfl court. And until this WAR dene slut would not 
tell her story. 

The court Tin* parties appear. Prince Pradip Kunmr 
takes hi** seal near his hither. The maiden tells her story. 

LL 1-3(5. 


la. The Bab a. mari. 

‘‘It t* the tumuli uf iMaitklt, O wise men of the court, 
hear the **iul tale of the unfortunate one. 

" 0 sun and moon, hear witness 1 The gods of heaven, the 
trees and plants, I cull on yuu all as my witnesses. Hero 
the temple of the Divine Mother Wands fading- mu. j pKl y 
unto her to be my ivlines*. Fire, Watar.^Inira, the god 
of the sky, and i«ma, the god of death, ail bear wit ness. 
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And than, 0 mother eartlt, avow the truth of what I am 
going to say. In tho forest I have worship! the forest-deity, 
iliiim Durgo many years- Ami her I call ti pou ray witness. 
Ye tbnt fly in lilt? air and wander in the land, l appeal to you 

all for the verification of my trite. 

** J] v first witnesses are my parent*. And t" thmr lest 

I bow a hundred time*. High ami «*•■«* "• «»“* » ““ 

!VS God Himself. My own dear hrothuT i» h*r» ; he will » 
mv witness. Here is tin* Moon ; he must speak the truth. 
And tho in ilk* wow sun Chilian must confirm my tale. My 
uncle and aunt are my important witnesses. There to the 
evening star Unit shines in the sky. I call upon it to h*w 
witness. And my own tears are the witnesses of my sorrows 
proving my sincerity. Here h n piece of evidence (»h_- produces 
a letter). This letter my ancle wrote to my aunt. The herds¬ 
man who gave me shelter like a father ami his kinsmen are 
all my witnesses. My last witness is the prince himself who 
saved me from the great distress I was in, lie is the lord 
of mv heart and I will hide nothing, t'irs, from you. 

It was the month of May, black clouds darkened the 
sky ; toward* the end of the night this unfortunate one ww 
born. My mother affectionately gave me the name of Kamaln.' 
When three vears bad passed after my birth, a brother was 
born in our' home. Bright as the moon I saw the baby 
in my mother’s arms, and my heart was soothed at the 
sight. I took him in my arms, played with him and 
swung him in the cradle. Thus passed my childhood 
in play and joy. My brother was a* the light of my 
eves and the affection of my parent was ihe most prized 
thing in my life- When thirteen years of my life had passed, I 
heard father talking about my marriage. I wilt hero tell you 
nome private incidents of mj life and l pray that Your High¬ 
ness nun justlv deal with my care. Youth dawned on urn 
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and brought on the crimson glow in my coluur. Mother said, 

1 Do not go to the river-<yA<if alone.* I clothed myself richly 
and adorned ray body with nrnnmeutA. Mj long braids I every¬ 
day bound with garlands of ehampa flower. My treason were 
scented by iny attendant timid# at the time of the bath, and With 
hair-tombs lieuutifullv decorated with mien, they combed and 
arranged my dishevelled halt. I used to go to the bulbing 
ghnt every day with my maids, and no one dared come too near. 

It, was the mouth of December, what! the day was the 
shortest. Of her eleven sisters she (l' Room her) was the 
youngest, and one saw the world already filled with light as 
One awoke from sleep, I ruse up one morning and worship¬ 
ped the forest-goddess Bonn Durga. When the mid-day came 
I scented my body with oil and took off tbe big diamond 
necklace from my breast: then with a golden pitcher in hand 
I went to tlio rlwvykat with my maids. They wing merrily, 
and some <*f them danced ; and happily did we nil walk to the 
landing steps. But as we started, my feta struck n brick, 
which was n had Omen, I trembled in fear as to what would 
happen. Had 1 known that a black make lay in my path, 
never would I have thought uf coming out! ” She topped in 
emotion and pointing to the Kurkoon asked the court to 
enquire of him as to what he know of the incident. 

" Jiow passed January and February. It was biting cold. 
The poor Buffered from want of efothes mxl the long nights 
tarried, and hesitated, as if, unwilling to depart. One dav 
this milk-woman Cbikan came to uur house fy ,.|| cur ,j* 
Here is the Jut tor she brought to me.*" (She produces the 
letter and says.) 

“I need not say what is written in it. | prey the ©emit 
to rend it through. 

‘♦Then came sweet April The creepers and fWyr-plants 
displayed their wealth of colour. The (iod of Levy | t ,rked, it 
seemed, behind each plant with life flem narrow# - nnd those 
parted from their dear one*, felt a pane. Tho humming of 
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the bees made the gardens gay and the cuckoo sung nil day 
long. In the compound of the house danced the playful 
khtm/mt, l heard, that ruy parent* whispered between them* 
nelvea something about my marriage. Just at this time ame 
u messenger from Your Highness ordering my. father to pay 
you a visit. The elephants and the horses w«W rn:wle ready ; 
and accompanied by his body.guards anti retainers he lull home 
to come to Your Highness capital. At the hour o( starting 
lie came to me and said, ' I do not know, dear daughter, how 
many days I may have to slay abroad. Take proper care of 
yourself (luring my absence.' My eyes became tearful at 
parting with him. The whole house Looked dark when my 
father went away. 

“ Then came June, People worshipped Bonn Durga with 
pomp. The tabor sounded and the drums made a noisy din. 
In the courtyard nf temples the cymbals and hartal* sounded 
merrily. The temples were beautifully decorated, and children 
and women gaily dressed took part in th« general festivity 
under roofs made of canopies. 1 and my mother wept 
in solitude fearing what evil might have happened to my 
father. At llit* time we received information frmn Your 
Highness's palace that my father had been imprisoned. Here 
is the let tor conveying the cruel news/’ (She produces the 
letter and says,) 

“ Sfovv Your Highness, 0 Justice Incarnate, may I ask 
yon for what fault rny father was punished ? 

"The Karkoon—OUr officer, explained to my brother that 
it was his duly to go and save our father from the danger. Thus 
my brother, an innocent lad who knew not (he wicked wars 
of the world, was made to leave u» ; 1 ami my mother »nt down 
on t)i» Urns ground and cried. How could I take part in the 
worship or liana Durga ? Suspending the upper part of our 
ttufi from the neck on both sides as a sign of humility, wo 
offered one prayer of our heart to the goddt^s, and that was for 
the boon of the return nf my father and brother to our home. 
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11 Tbu monUi of June Thts munga blossoms 

ripaued into grtien fritiEs on the hr.uiHit* of the mango itvm. 
The merry swinging of uh*m and wrawu on floral cradles 
went on in thn dountry, A letter cam* to ns mfonmng us that 
both my faibw ami brother had been j>nt into the prison. 
What oould we* helple^ a* tv,- were, do, but weep the uhole 
day [ Who is tho &;od, we thought, wlmm we -should propitiate 
%o have them hack ? Ute blank smike was in the office room. 

We eon Id uof crv aloud for leftr. 

* 

“ Towards the end of June the mangoes became ripe on 
the boughs of the trees* ATv mother went to the temple of 
ChtmtH and fasted praying for the return Of the prisoners. 
She fasted ami remained prostrate near the gateway of the 
temple. With one hand did I wipe mv own Lears, mid with the 
other I can gilt my mother's arm and brought her home. She 
worshipped Shssluhi (the goddess who preserves children) and 
night and day her i ears did no I cause. One day the wicked 
Karkoon came into the inner apartment and showed me the 
Smiad received from Ymir Highness. That Suited he should 
produce now and it will I jo my evidence. 

" In out own home w«- became like prisoners. Then I and 
my mother left the house. We had not a cowrie in hand. 
We went by pulnmpim to my maternal uncle's bouse. In tho 
month of duly rain fell day and night, and like ram too fell 
our tears in n room of my uncle's house where we lived. Our 
lives hung on one thread of !i"pe. I Im rivers were now full, 
Tim oarsman would row our pinnace, and my father and brother 
would return hade some day during the mins. 

“ Hut all nti a sudden a letter wu received from my uncle 
who resided l linn in a distiuit country. It won like fresh, 
fuel added to the fir* 1 of our grief. What ill-lurk overtook 
me 1 My poor mother does not yet know of the contents of 
the loiter I did not wait to sty farewell to her, but 
straightway loft my uncle's home. Hera it the letter. Thin 
is my evidence." (She produces the letter and rMUtnea) 
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“ I left hit uncle's home. No more- will 1 eat any food in 
tflilt house, no more u ill I stay ilimi a inumnit—-was the one 
resolve of my heart; rather would I drown mj'wlf in the 
river,—rather drink poison. 

“ Alone did I come near n great forest. It was all dark. 
Tho jKiisonoiij sn ikes did mil; bite nr, nor did the timers in 
that forest mul my day.-, What god was »here in heaven, 
1 linked, who con hi give me shelter ? I called aloud with 
tears, 1 Shew me a place, 0 gods, to hide myself * My eyes 
rained tears; tho more J wiped them, the more they increased. 
Through my tears I could not see the path. There was no 
sympathiser, no friend near me, It was at such an hour of 
despair that I met tho herdsman He must have been my friend 
for many a past life, Ho was my one friend in that distress, 
and. treated me as iny own father would have done. The 
affection ho showed me, was oven more than I received from 
my own parents. At his Cottage 1 found a shelter for three 
nights. This herdsman i* my chief witness. He saved my 
honour when I was helpless. 

I luive mentioned ill witnesses. Now I must mention 
him who is the Jowl of my heart. Tt was tho month of August. 
In the marshy land, the I'aloeis tilled the air with lh«Ir 
shrill cries. The prince came there to hunt. In the 
herdsman's place 1 met him. He ashed mo who I was. I 
said, 1 Not now. I n ill tell you all about myself when tho time 
will Mine.' I idled n cup with cold wuier a> he was thirsty 
and handed it to him. Hut at the same Lime an emotion sprang 
up in my heart, tender and sweet na the water-lily in water. 
He looked bright as tho god Knrtlkcya, and my eyes wore 
charmed by the sight. He, the Ion) of my heart, took me with 
him. 1 suppressed all my feeling*and wanted that 1 should live 
all alone. The boatmen rowed the golden pinnace which 
looked proud with Its blue sail—favoured by the wind, amt 
I cattie here and liecumu the willing servant of the queen. 
She has treated me as my own mother would do; night 
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nod day I waited on her, ready to serve tier least wishes. 
Ofie day 1 heard the sound <>f dram* ; the ilaucer* danced and 
the wrvants dressed in gay apparel appeared in I ho streets. 

* Wdmt w tits festivity, 1 L L'tnjiilf^il. It was the last day of 
Sravan* (’about tbolSlh of H-ip* sns». -ri. they iv r - worshipping 
the goddess Mntin >ii Devi. As l lu-ard this* I recollected ray 
home, and my heart mu mt if pierced by n spear. The tom pit) 
In my fathers house was tun pry. Alas, where was the goddess 
gutju, anil where h«r devout worshipper-? 1 remembered my 

mother also whom t had cruelly left one evening, l*arted from 
me (or a moment she would lie mad with grief. I n the 
month of September my mother used to prepare sweet cakes 
of tot fruits; I felt a pang to my heart recollecting those days 
gone by. Separated from her 1 frit myself plunged in great 
sorrow. The menu of Soptgmtier-nigh is so bright that one 
could even wee the bottom of the river by her Iwanis, 
looked dark to my eyes. Then in October they pur far mud 
ihe pujo* in every house- In the temple of my father's house 
no candiu iras lighted. In my heart of hearts [ prayed to the 
divine mother l)urya Quit by her grace my father and brother 
might return home. In If ore robe* they lighted the bmps 
and kept up nights, illuminating the house-tops with an 
array uf light!). Men and women knew on sirup and parsed 
their time in songs and music. The maidens decked in 
richeiit attire enjoyed the festive night*. Then came 
December, when Helds were covered with ripe crops. The 
sight of golden crops- Ailed the i-mib of the peasants with joy. 
When they returned home in the evening with golden ears of 
grain haugitig down from their heads, the wires with lamps to 
hand came to receive them .singing festive songs and 
praying for good luck all the year round. The harvest 
goddes* L&kibmi was worshipped in ovary house. With 
the new rice of the season the wives prepared cakes and 
khichwH to offer to the goddess. When all the world 
wonhipped the goddrM of good luck, i asked myself ; 
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* How could I gat good luck ? * My parent* wore gone, my 
brother was gone,—tfaer* was none in the world whom 
t might call my own. The whole night 1 passed weeping. Now 
«i this stage, my witness b the queen herself, One day 
as I got scented oil for hrr bath and was ready to go tothe^Aaf 
to bring water, I heard tIn- sound of drum' ami saw people 
running in haste dressed in good attire. 1 asked vvhat god 
wa. being uorshipped in vim temple They said that Kali 
was going to lie worshipped and added that human sacrifice* 
were going to be made ol the altar ol the goddess. They began 
lo talk in whisper*, but they named them, I knew that it 
wish inv father and brother who were going to be offered us 
s&oritic*. 1 filled my pitcher with water in haste and helped 
the queen in her hath. The queen put on her Ixjst attire 
to go to the temple . but 1 returned to my dumber all otatte ! 
With the edge ot my sn'h 1 hid pad my tear*. No way could I 
mnk out to avert the da tiger impending- 

41 At this time the ptitu'c in me to my mom and ^aid, 1 Marry 
me. dear maiden, and make me happy/ I asked him whal 
the tumult in the paim* wm for and why such loud Iwatfinga 
of ihn drum? IIu said, ’My father worships Kali to-day 
with uttering of human sJiarifltse/ I heard from him who the 
victims were, and was maddened with grief. But calmly I 
told the prince. 1 Today, U prince, the day has arrived when 
I will tell my story Send me to the temple where the Koch 
musician* are batting ibu drum,’ The priueo came and I 
fallowed him. lieir-- tha godde** Kali herself b my witness. 
Here tuy story ends 1 pray L'ur justice to Your ltoyal Highness, 
Fim trv lliu.- tsH and then otfar human sacrifice as von will," 

LI. 1*104. 


in. Tn>: Judgment. 

m 

The fhir<i»ui*i or the songs of twelve months is over 
here. Now listen to what judgment the king passed. .YU the 
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friend* of the Raja, the ministers und other coni'tiers were 

i''illed and Hi* Soynl High * wit In deliver judgment, In 

s?r*»iiL rnge he ordered the Knrkonjj t<j tel! the truth—" You 
wicked man, you cannot plead hir mercy,It was on If a 
thtiiider-hnh fell iin his head from the sky If' 1 was so much 
bewildered ibni he remained mi lent without Wing able tospeak. 
The Raja mud his lei ter* lie fort: all hi* courtier*. Re nest 
asked Chilean— <Jiw milk-wowail. "How did you lose your 
tooth, you wllcli I" First alio tried hi offer so me excuses. Then 
suddenly she said in it firm voice. “ Your Highness, I hud long 
been suffering from swollen gums. Il i> mimg to this disease 
that I lost my teeth.” The Itrijn became an^rj*. mid at his 
order lho Town-Inspector id Police winglit hold of her by her 
locks. She, in great dilemma Iwgan to alnum the Karkoon 
saying that it was he that liml brought on her ruin "It is 
h» fault. I do not know what was written in the fetter, T 
am innocent. Release me poor as f uni." The two brother* 
And hi and Sandhi gave evidence that they had carried 
Kama hi with Let mother in n pnhni|um to Imr imeh-'s home. 
The unde and aunt verified the portion of the story relntin? 
to them, and the herdsman told the plain truth. Tile prince 
said that he had met tijunnlit in the herdsman'-. place when 
he had visited tt on a hunting excursion. 

One and all of the witnesses gave ihdr evidence. Now 
cams the judgment. 

The Kurkoon wn* hound hum] and foo: and brought toUie 
Raja who said Mini death by impalement was no adequate 
punishment for him. That night towards its end, the worship 
of mother Kali would be finished ami (h.>n the Kirkoott should 
be sacrificed at her ullnr. 

The poet Minn <nys that the worship of Kail was per¬ 
formed duly as ordered uud now let the renders cry “ Peace 
to all " in honour of the Divine Mother. 
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need noi describe how the Karkoon was sacrificed. 
Lot un refer to th» topic of KamiilA’s marriage. 

The Brthmlns and astrologers were called nod they filed 
the suspicions day. Tjfittcru of invitation were written in. 
blaring ink. Seven marks of vermilion Mere put cm each of 
the«e letters, These letters were "tent to friends and relatives 
all over tb:.i rrmntrv. The sound of the drums and Lahore 
was heard day and night accompanied with the melody of 
the musical pipe riojwrf. In the courtyard dancing and longs 
went on The paint*" became filled with men and women. 
Sweetmeat* were prepared hy four acts of trained confec¬ 
tion ere; and thousands id milkmen supplied milk and fine 
curd. The pa luce was Illuminated with thousand* Of lights 
and was splendidly decorated. 

Kinsmen and relatives came from all 411 aiders. The 
priests a iid It rah min scholars paid their usual visits to the 
palace, hi the inner compartments there w *s a regular 
market of fair women. All the gods were duly worshipped. 
The foresi go id** Ham Durgft wn.* worshipped with songs, 
and Kali with a pair of goats and h buffalo for sacrifice. 
The tradh of the ancestors was performed in the courtyard of 
the temple and the whole sky was tilled with music. 

There is a stray mni! of K&rtutlA appended to the story. 
It must hare once formed a jtart of another version. KamuM 
sings a song of love all alone in the palace, immediately 
after she had liecn brought there. I translate a tew lines 
from the short song. 


Ahfef ifcE* it ■. pflioSj irf Hu HIm pirfctftiw^ l-'f Jitirrimifr trtcsijhil 

iW tA lb* omkDMMita mill rrbtj *ub wW*l the wtd« -»> t lb *** l,UlU 

Jlajmi* ttif in'.n to '«,! liiii ponlim innv 4MNk Urn On idWsl "* < ♦'I*™'' 
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" I start at the sound of yuur foot-steps. my love, and 
whim I awake from my -I. ■ p how re-ths-i do I feel I My heart 
breaks, but for shyness i cannot tell you what I fed. If you 
were a bird, my heart would lie tin* wage for you, If you 
w>we h Sower I would keep you on iny brea<«E, K you were 
the moon I would remain awake the whole night gnaing at 
jour fate from this my solitude I prepare sweet betel* and 
fill the betel-box with I hem ; but because of my shjpeaa I 
cannot offer them to you mid only shwl tear.* a* a sign of my 
incapacity" (abridged). 


LI. 1-00. 
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PREFACE 


Dewnn Uhdbni wan h> me by Chandra Kumar to 

September, 1&S2. He haft collected parte of this ballad from 
one Kailas Chandra Das and the rest from some toiatrnen 
living in the vicinity of Kettdoa, in the sub-division of 
Notrukona, The latter sang it in chorus tit heat-races. The 
poem contains 37S lines, all ram posed in the payar metre, t 
have divided it into B Ban to. It is a short poem, hut 
typical of this class of songs, and the verse* are oftentimes 
exquisitely sweet and possessed of n simple rural charm. The 
ballad was at one time very popular amongst the peasants of 
Eastern Mymenaing. 

The peasants used to sing these itollads during the 
season when their hands were comparatively free—when the 
autumnal harvest* were reaped and stored in their granaries, 
and their Helds were yet unprepared for the sowing of new 
seed for the next season. The vags were composed and 
sung by illiterate people. Hence everything had to be 
committed iq memory. In the good old days when our 
people were no( pressed by so many wants, and were inspired 
by a passionate love for songs, it wa* a pleasant occupation on 
their purr, hi commit them to memory and sing before nti eager 
audience who periodically gathered to hear them. Many 
people in those day.* used therefore W gel them by heart. 

But the spirit of the times has now changed. The peasants 
have imbibed new tastes, and the ghost of modem civilisation 
which aims at creating perpetual wants and a feeling of 
unrest has, in some degree at least, also attacked the huts of 
these humble people and affected their simple lives. The 
l»llada are .scarcely sung now*a-days, and ns no written 
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copfon at thorn are available, Any one who wishes to collect ihurn 
hoa to bt* contented with gathering sumps lYnm Individual 
Mi tigers, who, after reproducing one or mo *ongs, nrt often 
found to bu bafllod In IhHr effort* to recollect the other*. 
Chandra Kumar hud therefore to travel a coed deni, visiting 
miuiy people in order to collect n complete tallml. 

The tmgic death nf Sunni was an event whicsh caused a 
great sensation in the country at the time of its rmcurrence. 
In other countries such an event awakens n spirit of retrb 
hutitin and is followed 1>> blood-shod and other drustic 
measure*. But here in l hcae lower Gauge tic plains the ruled 
can suffer hut are scarcely able to resit>L nu evil. The 
political ntmosplten* of the country h what they call their 
i fate. 1 It is like * nightmare that perpetually pursue* and 
frightens them, li id oftentimes like a grim monster beyond 
all resistance and “ onrhunabls as death/' But that they 
nevertheless feel lhe wrongs a* keenly tm any other people 
is evidenced hy the puthtw created by the ballads. Their 
tears arc never allowed iu dry over such mutters, and 
with a wonderful sense of their ideal nf spiritual culture, 
they giro per man unco to their sentiments by showing in 
vivid life-like sketohe* the noble types of their people who 
suffer for love, eucritice them selves for others amt are 
perfectly sallies* in their devotion. Sven now when a 
ploughman, with n twin on bis head to prefect it from the 
burning sun, drives tbo plough over his fie Id, often does a 
tear start to his eyes at the recollection of the death of 
poor Saudi, a* he hams the lines — 11 Oh, tell my poor 
mother, my dear Shall*, thul my pitcher floats b yonder 
stream and I am seized by Den-an Nrihfitft men!" Grim 
Dcwan UMbnlL! Grim Bight* the spy! and no leas grim 
Bhatuk the nook I all three conspired to ruin the life of a 
poor innocent girl, 

The Incidents of the episode, as also the style of compo¬ 
sition show that the event occurred more than two hundred 
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vuars ago. There i* Ihat fifwdflm of lovo,—in electing 
ihebridegrootn by n youth hi 1 maiden,—which w** present 
in Eastern MyrndtiHing m Int* us two hundred years nsro. 
whereas in ilen^a! proper, swayed by the Sv'H* mid prieits, 
Mlc h n tiling h unheard of within the last four or five 
hundred years. 

Siuidi preferred death to dishonour* Alas, what else could 
nhe do? The soldier goes to the buttle-held to die when the 
hst hope of victory has faded away. Sundi went to the 
city of the Dstnui very much in the natne *pirii! She 
eswed for her honour above all l She could have saved her 
life and returned to hor husband’* home after having aatiafled 
the Renting nod ever evanescent, desire of a despot (not to he 
mistaken for lovei* which ill such oases «eldom lasted longer 
than a dav, And Hindu society* however rigid, often showed 
n humane consideration in dealing with cases of compulsory 
rtluliictinii a# will ho wpn from the chapters on *' Apbat " in 
tlio works of the Brahmin-*. 

Afumia Vann» went to the enemy’s camp to save the 
people Of her country from destruction and Sundi did so to 
MVf her dear hugbuuT* life. Where lies the difference ? Tl is 
only the angle of vision that is 10 he changed in <*&*r to 
estimate the merits of each case rightly. Bui Mounn \ anna 
vent to surrender the supreme sanctity of wifehood, whilst, 
the other wa* all holiness, h it good to surrender one’s ideal 
of love and duration for the sake of the public good ? 

Timru is no depth into which human nature will not sink 
if it U allowed to lose sight of He higher ideal# of truth and 
loyalty and to give preference to utilitarian considerations. 
Mae terlinck, however. had not the courage to paint his heroine 
;is fallen* proving that he really feared to follow to the end 
the theory he preached* lest such a emtm should blacken 
rather than glorify her, 

Hundi’s father-in-law h not indeed an ideal head of the 
family, but he i# tho ordinary type, ready to save his only 
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son** life At the price of family honour Tie is utter nil 
pnident from n pracrticnl pnini «f view. The ballad-maker 
has indeed ww] the hem nf th*' IaIh from bcmg shown ks 
acting under n similar wwtkrmsH hy talfim; him oil altogether 
from our Might. Tim drop-Aewne fills upon the tragic death 
of Sunil find there is no iniggestion given hy the poet or 
anything dhihonotirahl*- on th* pari n f the hem who b kepi in 
the background. 

Thu “Mromdlki" in these ballads* often their weak 
point. When the poets know heforehnnd that ih* joys and 
sorrows of (he twelve months must, a* n mutter of ooiirw, 
W described, the easy flow of their poetry meets with a 
check, mid in their attempts to be superfine and to excel 
the predecessor* in the field, I heir poetry becomes strained, 
etereotypod nud conventional to a degree. Therefore although 
these 1 b(troma*ki * T irs not occasionally without some lines 
of sjHtrklinfr glamour, the general deterioration of the 
poetical clement to such pa***;'** is obvious In this short 
poem also we have to apologise for the weak ' finrovumhi.' 
In the original it is no! «j liad, lint when the conventional 
ideas of a particular people Are to he clothed in the garb 
of a different language, the blemishes of 4U ch passages 
become glaringly apparunt. creating a feeling of wenriness, 
if not actual disgust. 

The episode described took place in the sub-division of 
Netftkona, Mymensipg. The great knave Bdghni has been 
immortalised in thu name of a marsh called after him. The 
* BAghrd rhdnr ' lies ten miles to the south-east of Netrakonn. 
The popular tradition fe that Biighni wan a ■ aindUki '_ ;i „py 
who used to supply the iJewAtis with information a U>ut 
beautiful Hindu girls. I'here wore rnnny such 'mndhniw' 
in the employ of the Dewarn whww descendants, as stated already 
in the introduction, wtill enjoy rent-free lands in My men sing, 
granted to thnir Ancestors in recognition of (heir expertnera 
in that particular evocation. So the big man), called the 
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* Bdgkr&r kd&r * still reminds orm of the criifty knave vvliu 
ruined poor SuvnU and got the owns whip uf that extensive 
oiBa as reward for I his nitd hi t riUmf other ventd mjrvioe^ which 
hff rendered to the unscrupulous nutonrAtK of the laud I could 
not find Tliirhalik^n in I he in sips of Eastern M yni e n sing. It 
muRf. have sqmewlioftj near the L Bdghrvr fidm\ v for, it was 
here that both Ittgtat ami Btaniuk lifod. s BhiibnV 
whether the chief belonged to the more gtmumi* hue of the 
Dewans or to tin illegitimate one i i+ evidently a pet name, and 
until hi* mure dignified name h found, ^ trill be difficnIt to 
trace him out from the gpuentogY of the Dewun family. Plirre 
is a village named Dewanpam on the river hhohu close to 
BAghrdr h/tOi\ This may not unlikely have fawn ibe 
place nr Deivau Hb&hnfL There m iio mention of the poefc*s 
iiam^ anywhere in the halltul. The reason is obvious. The 
poets have always observed h scrupulous d!euoe in regard 
to themselves in tho&e soup* which deal with the atrocities of 
the Uewuns Ir was positively unsafe for one to disclose 
Otto 1 * imtne tift^r having exposed the misdeeds of the rulers 
of tlm country. 

DINES!! CH. SEN. 

7, UtstrwAKoeu Lanjj, 
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Wtaflu ah® was linrely «*. SunAi sparkled like a aumH 
diamond <ir pwurl as ska playfully ran ‘ tl(0 the firms of 
tier mcii her, Iifctiirh fncr 

When seven, a iwuet ami!* «a£ always un her lips*. She 
seemed to spread moonbeam* around Her, nuntcd on the lap 
of her mother. 

When eight, she learnt to hind her Rowing' Iretfn* 
anil the tikmotn of a hundred lilh* appeared on hf-r cheeks. 

At nine, she was the very lump of the house; it* whole 
court-yard was brightened by her presence m by heafen'a 
tight. 

It wax ma r her tenth your—the time when a zero is 
tuliled to the arithmetical figure—1. God was against her and 
aba fell into ureal sorrows. 

Hear, oh my audience, the story uf this unfortunate 

girl. 

In her tenth year she loal her father, She had no 
brother ; uml now fatherless, she could count for help upon 
none except her widowed ninth or. retched she became 

from this tender age. There was no good neighbour to extend 
a helping haml to the two souls, nr to share their sorrow* 
by living with them, The unfortunate mother suffered 
her Ifd alone In her house. She was like a creeper that lie* 
low nn the dust, losing its support when the tree is uprooted ; 
or like leaves and flowers w hich fade away whan the weeper 
is no mere. SuniU keenly felt the grief that rent her 
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mother'* heart and did aln- -ihed tenm, unseen by others, 

in deep sympathy. 

Ill could tilt 1 pour mother afford the fowl and raiment 
that the poor girl needed, and there was nu end to their 
suffering. 

Sundi's uncle lived At the village of Djgha Haiti. ho wa* 
her mothei’N own brother tiumii thought that it did not 
look well to live in their own home a lone. The beautiful one 
constantly devi*ed in her mind plans as* m what should bo 
done in their extremity, she had now stepped into her 
eleventh year The mother f * anxieties grew at the thought 
of liur approtc ling youth. “ SJn* }» beautiful and wfl! soon 
attain her youth. .Uas "'Im will secure for her n worthy 
hridegTOOm or means for maintenance - ” Shu thus thought 
again and again and then decided to so to her brother's home 
(at Dighnkhdti). 

T.L l-3th 


II 

Bbntuk Thakur was a Brahmin whose avocation was that 
of a priest in the village. Here ! *hai! give an account of 
this Brahmin, Hr hail no children ; his wife (Sunii’s aunt) 
Jived alone in the house. Bhatuk Thakur’s only source of in* 
come was hi'- fees as a priest. 

The widowed mother with SumU reached her brother** 
home one evening in a destitute condition. She Hald, “ How 
can 1 describe to you, oh dear brother, our sad condition ! you 
are no doubt aware of my; recent distresses; it is all duo to 
my bnd luck h Snnii is growing np ijuickly. There is none 
to look after us or secure n suitable bridegroom for bur, [ 
thought over the matter for long and then made up my mind 
to come to your house." 

The Brahmin, I have already said, had no child. He 
was alone there with his wife and was therefore right glad to 
receive liU relations into hi' home. 
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Thus Smv4l Li veil there with her mother. Often did the 
Brother and winter put their heads together to devise means 
forgetting a suitable bridegroom for the girl. 

In her cheeks there was the glow of a hundred champsko 
flowers in full bloom. She wan exceedingly handsome and her 
flowing hair was long and curly. Her uncle had given her 
a nitAmbsiri —a blue-coloured wri with beautiful border-lines 
woven in I he two ends and in the middle, Wearing this #oj*i 
she used to go crery day to the river to till her pitcher. On the 
hank* bloomed the flowers of the jI<?wvj (screw plants) in the 
groves that were in plenty there. The sweet smell attracted 
the l»es that marie the place resonant with their constant 
humming*. With the pitcher in her hand and with her fine 
blue-coloured #ari she looked so beautiful that those who 
passed by that way often stopped to have a sight sd her. It 

'^reined that her charms radiated from her slander body and 
.spread a halo ail around illuminating the spot she trod upon. 
The twelfth year is complete and she now stands on the llrst 
step to youth. Liken Hue pinnace —a sport of the winds — 
floating in the now flue l- at Ingush Standi s youth was gay 
and playful. 

The uMghbuur- whispered, 1 From whiti place has this 
beautitui one come u- nur village * Like tlln golden streaks 
of light ulng that piny on J he dark cloud.*, die dispels the 
gloom nf a dismal and dark house hv her beauty. 4 

IJ. l-SO. 
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*■ iji. on. « living your garland, fair girl, with the nmltto 
flower nnd do not forgot the small Aaknft which sparkle like 
gems in plenty dropped on the ground from yonder tree. 


Wn.ltp - |lrl S7>.. , I ‘ - l «*nJ*§FPWH k |$ i« ill- jrru f H» Tnr , ^, r % 

^rJdlkil u( ItflVfffl WBttli tl,1 Ur I p«fl JiHUeti lhj Lin fi*rfc in. I Wtrrdi uf i Lm n#l s 

■ml ifUii d KliAl ihv tim* Us* nrrivtd wLsn *U^ itwrntil . inwvten * Umb«jii1 


MYMES'StXG H.41.LADS 


iiO 

11 [)o you know tluit u mtitclwnalter ctint& to yoiif housv with 
n proposal last morning ? What thp bridegroom's qualilica* 
lions nit!, has to be considered. 

“’TThut tin? Creator has written on yaur forehead, fair girl, 
is inevitable. The mother is puzzled find is no; able to decide 
Kef course.” 

The match-maker is dismiss'd. The bridegroom is not 
after the mother’s mind, 

“My girl," she rvlleded, " is fair lo look Ht as the moon, 
but of a dusky colour is this youth," 

Another match-maker comes with an offer from a 
different quarter, But the mother could not give liar consent 
here either. Sbc shook her head saying, “This one too is 
not the ill groom for my beautiful daughter. My daughter’s 
husband must have a fine Bungalow with twelve gate-ways. 
He must he handsome as the warrior-god Kartikeyn. IIis 
colour must he bright ns the moonbeams. His jtatus in 
nociety must he uni in peach able and lineage high, tie must 
have besides a large landed estate." 

Each month match-makers came with new offers; hut 
none was entertained by the mother of flunfll. 

LI. 1*16. 

IV 

Over the ii-pri plant rustles the wLid making a pleasant 
murmur, and its hough* an- interwoven with fine textures 
spun by the spiders. Here also is a tree on which flowers of 
the colour of gold bloomed all the twelve months of the year. 
Ou the boughs one can see these sparkling flowers, their 
Colour variegated by the varying seasons. 

With arrows made of long reed* and a cage in hand 
the youth comes to the rivwr-sida every evening; a trained, 
falcon he brings with him us he walks, and lie looks bright 
and glorious ns the moon. Like the warrior-gad Kartikuyu he 
wanders nlreut in that village-path carrying n how mid 
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arrows in his bauds. On the lunnk* of the river lie happened to 
see SunAi, the beautiful one. The kctnki hud just bloomed 
and its sweet fragrance, carried by the wind, had spread A 
charm over the land, whim near the groves of the screw plant* 
ilusy saw one another for the first time. 


Her Random Thmigfita. 

“ Who are you, oh beautiful youth, and where lies your 
home S' T" whom may I put the question and who will give 
me the right reply ? Our four eyes met and exchanged 
glances; and then and Lberu my heart was captured. Who 
art thou, oh gracious Providence, that hn»t brought before mv 
eyes the youth of my heart! 

“Oh my bee I Where Ires your own garden ? Where is 
that sweet doner that you sack ! 

Unweary the bee Hie* seeking it* flower, it cornea and 
goes and sometimes stop n little, eastitig a glance behind. 

“ Tell me, whnt flower thou seekest so anxiously l Fain 
would I catch you in the stillness of midnight hours, 
and hide juu within the llowere that adorn my chignon A 
stmt would I reserve for you [in my heart) and offer a cup 
of honey; and then I would lly with you to distant lauds 

" Were you a bird, my love, [ would put you in a cage 
and keep you near me day and night; and were you (he black 
paint kejjat (collyriuiu) I would hide you under my dark 
eyes; and were you a flower I would put yon into my braids 
and cover you from others’ view’ Unsolved am I to go with 
von whatever you may lead me—whatever that country 
may Uf, I do nut fine/’ 


Mf* Prittfip* 

"Oh beautiful maiden! for wlmni are ymi weaving this 
gfcrUutd to-ifuy silting all aiotio? 1 wrote you n lelter on n 
£0 
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lotua-leuf yesterday. Did you cure to know who wrote it 
and ivhat were its content*? ” 


The Letter. 

Thu letter ranched her. She rend it. The name of the 
youth was Mad hub. Slit* read the letter with u beat in g heart 
once, twjft), thrive did she gitmee over each line of it. 
Then, sad at heart, ahb sal to weep, 

flu- youthful Mndhnh iv rites ihnt “ he saw her for f,ho 
fiist ilnw all alone at her own home. Then, he makes the 
rf.ijiiest. On tin* of tin- river there K .l hijal tree dense!! - 

covered with sinnil thin leaves. There if you come to spend 

n while under the tree I iimv -p.. h"■ trt and unreservedly 

tell you nil that is in my thoughts, Thu hunks t >f the rirrr 
are overgrown with keluM JfOves tlier»: all alone wo would 
sit together and hare v pleasant love-talk. You aro sated to 
me us honey, and dear ns a g&rlnnrt of tin worn to tidem my 
ijtiviHi.. hiir ywipnh dear maiden, ) have turned as one mad, 
Jfy father is a millionaire. He has I**, ides, large landed 
pi ofujrtii’s. liiif shall 1 not do to please vou t my love t 

* 1 will give you a sadi of the colour uf llamin” lire, hi 
tho front or our house there ha flower-garden in which blue 
and red flowers hi man in plenty, I will gather those ororv 
mcirnmif for you ami you will gurfcuiiU with them. 

On the opposite dde of our spacious floiua is a tarmtifuJ 
tank with landing steps oil nmiln of stoim. Ynti w lli 
there, my luv«, and 1 will l«- your ootfipanion. If with vonr 
tttiidtT arm* ft 1m* hard for you to lifi Up your pilehi-r, 1 will 
hd]t you To do so. Wu will swim together, pleased with 
outlives in the blue waters of the tank, and on your arms 
will sparkle bracelets bright with peurk while a diamond 
nockhiee ivtll thHtowtv your brmtil. At oar home there is n 
plctwurtHlwuw erected in the midst of Urn Uutlr. You will 
si»nd your evening there ami shine as its very lump, in our 
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piloted there is a great drawing-room, There we will spend 
the night playing at dice. Your necklace will sparkle aa 
a string or glow-worms : and in the nuptial chamber I will 
teach yon a hundred playful war* to make you happy. It 
will be my pleasure to gather the choicest flower* from our 
garden n> adorn your hair, and flow nr-vases tilled with sweet- 
smdlins,' maloti will Ive presented to yon every morning :w 
you open vonr eyes after I lie night'* sleep. I will give you all 
my wealth, all my froa^ure and with thorn and above all, my 
heart wliidi is already yours. Be pleased with me, dear 
maiden, and accept me a* the companion of your Ufe," 

The ®fp/y 

“ OH friend of my heart, listen to my story. I am hut 
a maiden Jusi stepped in to youth. Xot married yet am 1. My 
mother ninl aunt ire looking for u bride groom for mi*. Aia-M 
if 1 wore one of Lhese ketnki flower* springing on the rhrer-aidu, 
I could meet yen every day without u scandal, H ero you my 
friend, tlio moon Lilac chinos above, ! would open my eye* and 
fix my insatiate ga&e on you for the whole night mid people 
could say nothing! Were yon the river my love, l would 
pour my thirsty soul Into you freely and without reserve. 
But whut urn I ' A woman in society, and hut u captive 
within lli» four walls of my home ! My sorrows are all my 
own. Prom the day f *uw you first *m the bank* of yonder 
river, my !i,-ur( like u id ml thing has bean wiijidf ring in pursuit 
of you in nil direction* J e, mm it. open my miud to my mother : 
a sense of shame stops my mouth, making mo powerless. 

“Trust in my friend Shall* your nieM/ure. Toll mo 
through her what prospects we have of union and when unr 
wishes may t# fulfilled. 1 write thw lot ter looking forward to 
happy thing' that are still al .1 distance.” 

She Lauded over lint letter perfumed with sandal and with 
it a garland of Ihm ere woven hy hemelf to Shall*, her nmid, 
and sent her to Mad hall. She left the room and Sundi struggled 
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in her soul between expectation and doubt, with nil the 
ycfirni nga of first youth 

LI. 1*68. 

Bflghrd was n knave: wicked was he to the Wk-Ume. 
It whs he who carried the report to Itewan BMbiht. fn his 
big bungaiffw with iwdce gateways, the Dewnn was seated 
at ease, when B&ghra approached him ami said :— 

u Within your own jurisdiction, my lord, there Is a girl * u 
tlie house of orth Bbatufc -a Brahmin. She is lovely as a 
fmry. She is hi her thirteenth year No rfri that 1 know of 
m this country is her match. She is not yet married. If vour 

Qiglmess irwhea, it Ls quite possible to ’secure her for vmir 
bride." 

Whau HteUma heard thin account, so glad was ho that be 
presented him with some gold beforehand, weighing ii in scale*. 

" Xo "' bekr >». °h Brahmin," BSghtA said to Ehatuk, 
“yon hai-.‘ a beautiful pirl at your house. Dewm BUM 
was beholding the Twat-rat* from his pinnace the other dav 
and he saw the gir) on the landing steps. j'mm that day hn 

has turned mad after her, 

11 If you agree to give the girl in marriage U the Henan, 
all the ladies that ho l.a* in hi* harem, married under the si** 
sjstem. will be mere '•laves to her wishes. He will order a 
tank to he dug for your use in ( mn t of your house and its 
tending step, will be all of stone. Re will besH** grant vou 
62 purat of rent-free land ns tuward. New, it i% tlm wish* of 
lhe iJewati that yon Biiri’e to hi> utter,'’ 

yalUfitlly gi>*cdy bo was, being a pHeH bv profession. 
Iho temptations offered, especially the offer of the land 
proved tan mudi fpr til* sons* of honour, and ho gave hi* 
cmnl. The Brahmin plan nod to destroy the male of the 
V°" r S'* 1 *«»«?< S,' be did not let 'the mother or the 

daughter knou of it. Hut still whj*pm were heard in the 
vitiate ahout this private arrangement. 
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Saadi. 

"Oh tn}' de.u- maid Shalla, go at once with this tetter of 
mine to my Oh 1 ml. Tell him that he must at all easts take me 
away from here before evening to-day. If Urn evening star 
sets, rind In 1 does not conns I know nut wlmt will 1 m my fate ! 
.My uncle is wicked and insincere. He has arranged every tiling 
to get me married to Dinilam this day. tie mill tell all these 
to ray friend and request him to have me removed from here 
ibis very Jay." 

The maid hastened towards the oitj* nf .Ihidhnh ami 
reached it iu a short time. Shu related iitl the circti instances 
to I he youth imd then gate him the totter. Slid took .1 reply 
from him anil returned home i|uh-kly. 

Stiusii. 

*' I dreamt a tuul dream last night. To-day my heart 
seems to say * Ihi not go In the river-side ; 1 without any cause a 
tear has sprung up in ray left eye and a si range fear has 
sei/.cd my »oul. I ted my tongue dry* mid 1 have riot the 
strength to-day tu carry eti empty pitcher in my arms. What 
is the matter with me I can not say, .My foot, it seems, ore 
on willing to tread the path towards the landing gbfft. From 
the dry hough of ycoder tree the raven croaks hoarsely and 
1 hear the ticking of the house-lizard mid sound of sneezing. 
These ore ominous sictis and sckiu Lo prevent me from going 
to the rivet-ghat to-day." 

She site quietly n white and again ref led a, " I will 
remain with my mother urn! must nut g«i anywhere to-day. 1 
do not know what evil i- in More for me.* After stopping a 
while, she addressee Sliulla," But listen to nm, oh my dear 
maid, if I do not -40 to the river-side, I muy lose this chance of 
seeing him for ever. Tim friend of my heart will go away 
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disappointed, and it may 1» dial be wilt never visit I he river- 
side again,” 

Saying this, the maiden did not tarry, but resigning 
lieraelT to tier fate, '•he slow !y walked tier way to the river-side 
witti the empty pitcher in tier arm*. 

Shnlin. In*r friend find emilidnnh , went ifaeatl and she with 
shy steps followed hur. 

As ill luck would have it. they espied n pinnace tying 
anchored near the groves of the screw plants. As soon as 
Sunlit bui reached the sptd, the men of the Du wan carried 
her to the hunt by force, 


Smrdi. 

"Oh my friend flhitlkt. hasten hack fo our home to tell 
my mother Unit iho toon of Dnium Itb ilium nre cnrrYing me 
by force. Tell her, oh my dear friuml, that tin- pitcher I 
Vrooghl with mu is left flouting in the current near the 
landing steps, h* tell my mil tab 

" 'M' m >' wntdt* t hat lie may now be happy with the S2 
purai of kml li» fun pii ^ r^iriiril. 

■ 1VU the dear lord of my heart i hut his own SuniU is 
within i lie clutches of the tiger-tike lb wan B halm A. 

11 t)h suit and moon, ho my witness. Oh day and night, 
homy witness, tf you e»«r see my loving friend, give him 
fm account nf my *ti(Tnrui^. 

-Von birds that fly i n flic „i r; far-reaching k voiir 
bm. Tell my In-loved, that, his SunAi has been stolen by 
a thief, 

Ihou iroc -lhat dniiibi on the hank of the river 
an«i hast witnessed nil that 1ms mlu, 0 pWn.-aoqmiini my 
love with all. tf ever ho comes fo sack me hoitr. Tl» 
htftki Mn we is are spreading their sweet fragrance on the 
lonely banks: l pray," she said. * Yu may report m y sorrows 
to my love, if wver he winn»« to set* mo here. 











The Loot 



H * 1 Carrie me iway for no fault« lir earner me away 
became they *ay, I am brintHiil/' 

Ik tram p ITi? 
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Rivers and ftiiwU, birds and bruits, all Ihj my witness. 
Providence » mjainfii unfortuasto ftunii. Oh windi*. you hare 
t*?eu blowing over t his earth aver since ereminji : toll my love 
• bill his Snnrii is now ns dead to him 

‘ Hmv wratcfbed am 1 ’ why did I come to this place? A 
pariah is goitiij to taste the sacred Imiter of tin* sacrilteiai (in*. 
Had I known that things Would come In such a pass, with u 
hrihor i would tie this pitcher to my neck mid drown myself 
m these waters. 

" He promised to come, why did he not keep his promise? 
Has any danger tiefalkm him? 2f,. matter that he 1ms jiot 
iwimn, I will snlTer my own lot; hut how u burned 1 feel to 
think that some danger may hare overt ik,;n him! The river 
is furiou>, the waves rise ami I'ill whirling hi a chaotic furv; 
hi.- IkwI may have capwad! Vlas! hat let mr hope sti[l, that 
In* it- wnll. t.>h lards, fly ijnickly with this message to my 
lorn Yoitr SnnAi is htdnj; takes away to Dewau IthdbimV 
pulaco . fin carrtos me away I nr no fault; he carries me away 
because, they <*y. t am beautiful." 

* • • • » 

"Who arc you, men, tW row (iu- pinnace in «ttpl| a hot 
haste, h Iiiim' youthful wife do yon forcibly carry Ihtnx in 

i'nan his boat Mftdhah again called aloud. “ WJin are you 
damsel, why do you cry in this way in the pinnace? 11 

When she recognised the voice of her own MihUinh, she 
hurst Into lend lament 

A Hero® hulllu imsund in the darkness of iln uJghL The 
headmen and others ot the Uewan’a pin It fur wore ail !»nlen 
and drowned in the river. 


Wha is (lie sound of trumpet heard aloud in the dir ? 

What festivity is it tor which the oilixtms hnvo aUrreti thora- 

scltva to such excitement ? 
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Uatlmv lluwtifs, oh friends, front nil the gardens of the 
city to your heart's content. Miidhnh wilt marry Sunni to-dav. 
Listen, the Indies ure singing festive songs praying for good 
luck! Some are busy docoruting the nuptial room with 
tfower-garknds; the women of the city have assembled on 
lhl! landing {jhitit mid are filling their pitchers to perform the 
sacred rites! They are so happy,—for, Mildlmb will to-day 
marry Sundi. 

LL1-8. 
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" Mndhah, it docs not become you in sit idly j tl the |m USi . 
wht-u your rather Ins h-cn fount! with ohm us m Dawn 
BliAhiiil’t *in1er and omricd To his palace,'* 

Miidh:ili rose up pule with fuar fit ill haste at the report 
nnd crterbd His boat to bft wady, fra want to the palace 0 f 
tha Dawaa. Suiki remained; in the house with her maid- 
»rvault. Hure 1 shall sing to yon, ' The song of the twelve 
months," 

In the moiilh of July. Md<l hub started on bin pinnace to 
rescue his father from tlw Uawmik prison. 81m was nil alone 
iu her room with Slmlla for her only IViund nnd Conti dim Lu I 

Sim pnvied the whole month in hopes and teats, distressed it 
his ti*?biy. 

tn August they worshiped Manana n ev i W j t(l - m 

tlm ciiy. *■ But how mm there be/’ she refine ted, " rmy jov in 

this home? Xone 1ms come to fulfil my hope*, wretched 
that I am/ 1 

In September llie Inl fruits are plentiful and they tmub 
oaken with them. All ara happy, it U our bouim and mv 
youth that an* under the shadow uf u grief." 

In Onto her Burga U worshipped In every house. People 
have returned to their homes. *]**■ | lH b;t < f]1 - jt COrm (y ■ ■ 

the general festivity of the country ! 
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“ In November lh« rivers get shallower losing their liquid 
treasure. How anxious!} 1 have I not ftwnited his return ! Tho 
servants of the hous* died tears for him in silence and the 
mother laments her lot. Tims, the month lias passed away in 
hitter grief 

' In December, misty vapours rile up in the sky; my 
Jove is away, what pleasure can there he for me? 

" In January, the hiring cold makes all shiver and mists 
obstruct Lite right of man, Tn tb» cold season ihe mind 
yearn, for one's Moved. Alone in my Ml I pa*, mT time 
while he is far away 1 

“ D «»n>'®r on,I .liiituary [>imeit amir anil Uim caine Fab. 
rnarv and March. 1, * th„ rprin* «»*,„ and accry 0 „a b 
gay save Buitiii, rh* iinfurtunnte hridu. 

frt April, fesiivitiei art- going on ever where. Hn 
bus not yet returned mid I am maddened by grief. With this 
tnoulh i he year ends. ‘♦This whole yea/l have not combed 
at} hair a single day nor have I gathered flowery from mi r 
garden hut once. Vain j* my youth! I have grown thin and 
pale. Alas' where does my lor® linger all the white? I„ 
whovi bower dmm my Moved beguile hi* w*ury hours? 

In May the ripe mangriH poop from leafy trees. Tb« 
bent in unbearable and the maidservants fan nu: with palm* 
fenvta, i!ot can they over bop* to coo) my burning heart ? 

U ] 42. 


VIII 

lljo ! dW-mriaw of Smuii h i* ref timed home. Ho ments 
his dimghlor-ra*law and says with tears in his eyi-s, 

** Yow Rm no doil1lt dear to us a* Itf*. ‘ i ntn g 0fllg tt) 
apeak to you irmly, [ have nn only son—tbit solitary lamp of 
my house i* he! Owing to ill luck, 1 am going to los® this onlv 
treasure of my heart, 

11 
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•* Dewan BUbuA 1ms round fault with me for you. 11 e 
got me Wind in iron chains ami took me to hi* city. When 
Mudhab went to help me, the Detroit set me free and im¬ 
prisoned him. Oh my daughter-In-Law, if yon dr. not come to 
the rescue at this crisis, my son will tic put to death. The 
Denali is inexorable a* a demon, lie has resolved that he 
will release Mddhnh, provided he obtain* you. What should 1 
sayt Hi' in my only son—(he only scion of our family—and 
I have not another child ; you know ibis. Losing you, how¬ 
ever sad n thing tt may be. tiv may yet hope to get my dear 
son back," 

When she heard iliia, tears began to How from her eyes. 
She adjusted her long flowing hair with one hand and with 
the other she wiped away her tears. She asked her falher-tii- 
law In make one of their big boats ready. She was resolved 
to go to the palace of the Do wan to rescue her husband. In a 
email casket she look wiih her pills id fatal pub on and 'icon xhe 
taiohcl tho city of BUibrnt As soon tvs tin? Do wan heard 
the report of her arrival, lie hastened io meet her in the boat. 
Ik* was maddened with her beauty; it seemed to him that 
the full irioou had fallen down from the sky lo his oily. 


►S’inufi. 

“ JJbw, listen to me, oh Henan, you have imprisoned my 
dear husband in your city. Please keep it fi secret from him 
that I have conic here. I swear to you by my life ami ask 
tlm favour (hut you should order all yrnrr men and informant'' 
nut to divulge the facts about me to him. And then you 
tnitd release him at once. If you w ill do all these things, 
then only can 1 satisfy your desire " 

In the prison lay Mail hub with a heavy a tone pUucd on 
his breast. His hands and feel were hound with iron id) at Us. 
He wii' now relumed. And the Dewau offered him the *«irn'' 
pinnace on which Sunt'u hod cornu to his city for his return 
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homo, lifting thus wi: free, Mrfdhub sailed homewards. Xow, 
hear what happened to Slim'd. 

It wns the dead hour of night and no star was seen in the 
sky, Iti a spacious Bungalow which Imd twelve gate-ways lay 
Smidi alone—with guards and sentinels surrounding the 
house. From that distance, she hewed to the feet of her 
mother and prayed for her blessings, 

Then she remembered Urn sweet face of Mddhuli, 11 van 
the (bought of the beloved etie gave her some happiness at 
this gloomy hour of sorrow. She bowed her bend low a 
hundred times remembering his feet, and their she prayed (o 
Durgn, the Divine Mother, to give her strength. 

The sky urns black anil tho laud wa.i hluck all around, 
covered with darkness: the night looked black, -standing face 
to Face before her. At such an hour (he unfortunate girl 
opened her small casket containing black poison. 

To-day she recalled to her mind the figure of her father 
long dead. She had a faint memory of him hut to-day the 
dread hour of bis death came vividly In-Fore her mind. 

in the depth of the night the Dewan entered the 
chamber will slow steps. He found her lying unconscious 
on the couch. Poison bad spread all over her body, making 
her fair skin discoloured nod dark. She tvft» in the agonies 
of death and her body burnt with poison m with lire. 

Alas! that she could not see her dear mother at this 
last hour. Alas! that she could nut liehnld her husband 
to hid him a last farewell. Alas! where is her father in-law 
and where her mot her-in-law who loved her iO well ' 
And where alas! is her friend and confidante, the maid 
Shalta? But cruellest sorrow or all that her husband should 
miL lx? by lirr bed at this last moment! 

The wicked Bewail could not gratify hi> devil's pa*akm. 
To save thu lift? of her husband, Sutirti yielded up her own. 

U 1-00. 
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PREFACE 


In the whole range of the world's litemry history- there is 
perhaps hardly -* wore tender tale of woe silently suffered by a 
poetess than that of Clmndnivali, horn, 1350 A.D., the gifted 
daughter of Bongshi Has, who figures as one of the best 
exponents of the poetical literature of the Mnnasn-cult. 

Bftngshi Dus, Cliandrdvnli’s father, inis Ijorn in the village 
Patwarj in the sub-division of Kishoreganj (District Mymen- 
siugh) in Eastern Bengal. The village stands an Dim river 
Phuleawari, He was a poor Brahmin, but ha took pride in his 
poverty and would not stoop to anything mean to earn riches, 
I have hrielly stated iu my “Bengali Ittmayumw*’ the 
circumstances which led to the reformation of the rohlier 
Kenaram by Bangsbi Dos. The story shows the wonderful 
purer of faith uud was written by Chandrdvnti herself in 
her characteristic style, full of appeal to the heart. 

Those Were very evil days for Bengal, The country was 
passing through a political revolution. The miseries of the 
transition-period were in evidence on nil side*. The Pat bans 
were losing their hold upon Bengal mid the army of the Great 
Moghul was knocking nl her gate. At i ho approach of the 
powerful enemy, the attention of the Emperor of Gour v/m 
wholly centred in defending the country against the foreign 
invasion that was imminent. The feudal system of 
Government, which was in vogue in the country wav 
not strong enough to unify its different parts under 
a common banner. It was martini power and terrorism 
that had kepi the twelve chiefs T Be it gal mimed ** //nca 
Bkuiani>” in check. As soon, therefore, ns the Empnn r of 

Ha 
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tiour grew weak or became engaged in warfare outsit!* Bengal, 
the chief* tried tn assort their iiide pond rare and alienate 
themselves from tho suzerain. It was about till? lime that 
Cluiuil Kay, tlie Jinjn of Hoard wav hulbecome tv powerful 
that the army of Kbit hi Jvhnn, the Pat bon emperor, ac¬ 
tually belJ him in dread. We read in the " Trun-bilasli" 
by Nitynimnrtn that tin- generals of Kmlu Klnni did not 
venture to nmkij jiu expedition [o (Taui’divnr {o wills* 
the outstanding arrears of revenue which Cham! hud refused 
to pay to i he Hour Emperor. In IVextern Bi ngal Bir 
Hamvir had practically established hi-, independence,'—nnv, 
planned to invade (Tour and drive the Riiiians; from the 
country. When the central power was busy in on all-Absorb¬ 
ing struggle to tight with the Moghuls, the twelve sub-lord j of 
Bengal grew practically independent, and the Emperor did not 
consider it expedient or prudent to take any serious notice 
of the revolts His object pcrlinp* was to meet the Moghuls 
first- and save the country from the impending danger, and 
then, when the political atmosphere would assume a quieter 
aspect, to deal with and subdue tint refractory chiefs. Hence 
we find him almost indifferent to tile attempt* d (he chiefs 
of Gourd war and Banabiuhnupur to sever connection with 
the suzerain. 

The political atmosphere presented a relaxation and an 
anarchical condition which become at this lime a source of 
serious danger to the people of Bengal, Writes ClittixlrAvidi 
in her Short fitory of Itenerant : “The Baeoits are the true 
master* of tho country, and no one helium In the power of 
tho Emperor.” She also refem to the Thugs who strangled 
people to death w ith nooses of rope. It should he borne in 
nuud that though tint 1 hugs became a regular menace to public 
aiifety in later times, when they were suppressed bv Bctdinck in 
lBiil, tbrj hat! already been in t3tist>'nt>; in the country from 
very early time*. ChandrA speak 1 , of the great panic amongst the 
people which the chaotic condition of administration produced 
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everywhere : “ TIipt kept." snys she, “all Uidf wealth I juried 
under the earth for fear of plunder." Many villuge* pre¬ 
sented a scene pf total desertion. and no one’s tmme amount 
the dtieoit* was *0 greatly dreaded.hi Eastern Myim-nlrfiigl) 
as that of Kenoram, the leader of a powerful snn^ 

Chaudrnvati has given a lull account of Kenuram and 
his conversion. It h a historical account given by one who 
knew it first-hand, so that ibe metrical form or the bnllrtd does 
not afTccr its historical value, 

Some of the places mentioned in the poem are si pH to bo 
found in the district. Thfi extensive mire and muddy lands 
full of Ispftg reeds, known as Ihe Juliar hutco>\ in which the 
main incident of the |njs*m look place lies about it mil*** to the 
south* east of the Subdivision'll town of Kishoregailj, and the 
village of Bskulia In which Kenamiii was, horn is described as 
situated in close proximity to these marshy lands. Ikintfsiii 
Da-* was travel bog here with the mu-ica! party i>n Isis way b» 
his native village Pat war!—8 miles to the south of the Julia,- 
haims where ho wits nvcrliikert by Keimram and l*i» gang. The 
incidents of the poem took place sometime between 157 T* and 

ym. 

There arc altogether 1,1)nl lines of verse in the Bengali 
text, I hove greatly abridged the story of Matuwir Bboshmi 
introduced in Canto iu my English Iran pda lion, giving the 
mere gist ]m*t to enable my render* to follow the incidents of 
KenaramV reformation* 1 have also «»ri aih'd passage* hero and 
then*. Iml. have iimviiam introduced .vuy idea that Is not iO bo 
found in the text. 

m N ES H (0 AN1 MU SEN’. 

7j B|snw*Ko*n Lam:* 

CabtiOla, f itorch lim 
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ICENARAM THE ROBBER-CHIEF 

(Awudgkw moil Tun Ojuqinal) 

X. 

There is a wide waste-laud called .fallar Amcor La close 
proximity to which lie* the village of Bakulin. In this 
village lived a Brahmin named Ktaelaram with his wife 
Jaihodlmi'H The couple were happy in all other respects but 
they had no child. This grieved them much. In the country¬ 
side (i matt without any issue is calk'd by the hated name of 
' Atk»rui 1 I hey 1e moaned their lot spying, u What is the 
good of our existence without any ksue ? We will starve our* 
selves to death and no more sec our neighbours to hear only 
abuse from them. We will not light our evening lamp nor 
show ourselves to the sun in the day-Lime. With floors bolted, 
we will shut ourselves up iti the house. Lei eternal djirbm^s 
cover our shame." The couple spent three days in fasting in this 
way, and on the night of the third day Jashoil hard dreamed Mint 
she saw the goddess tfanusu Devi exiling her up and ordering her 
to dedicate a cup [ijhaia) in her honour on the last day of the 
month of Ashnr (about the lf*lli of duly). For the whole of 
the following thirty days she was required to lead an austere 
life of p<mance and devotion, and hum incense and make 
flower-olfurings to the goddess in (he evening, "in the 
last Jay of Srumiin falmul 15th of August} the p’tja 
of Mkoiim Di'vi was i , lie isi-npleTe I liy an oWrvanue of th*- 
proper rites. 

Thu woman told the story of her dream toiler husband 
and they did as they were hid. 

].!. 1-50 ( abridged J 
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2 , Tut Bunt: or Kuv.inui—ntt: Vjci>^m*ues 
uf ms Foimsti. 

Devout Iwliever in Mnnsyn lJ@v i rus Chmtdni was. she 
•ttwifims i ho birth of n tou to llv- l*uu|>[o 1.» th mun-j of tint 

gOtlllfSOt* 

This suit born to llm couplo nt it ml hot lute hour of lift* trim 
n lieu Why-looking Imby ol dusky colour. The overjoyed 
mother did not, however, live long to enjoy her t. x<d fortunes. 
Shedied wIh'il ill" diilid wn« U11I3 v'lt'ii unmTliH old They cubed 
him Koiioriuit {fif (nm-hiunl by H un,—entirely owned by 
llfliu). The death ul bis loving wifi- g,iu* mi<‘H i. rude shock 
totbi) llriihmin that bn went 4any shortly aftev 10 vmil the 
vlii'ines, uni three years passed,—I k never id timed home. Min 
little von, only mie year old, wits left ti■ the can* oj his mansrtml 
uncles who 1 i tell in the village ui I lev pur in M v meiisiugh. 
I hey fed tins billy covv's milk and tr* >lv special nut' of him. 
Thus in spite of t he eidiimilbs sidTerod in his in Tonev, 
things FiiintJ eomptintb iflv well r.ir him till he pew to lie 
three years' i ild. 

TI10 district ot Mymnihiagb 0 this time, however, wv 
Visited by one of the most erne) frimmw* IliitL hid ever cUBM* 

upon Bengal. There wuh on rofn during Ll«« rainy months, 
and a* o result, the ■igrumlturul mitlnnk hccauie menacing, 
The homos of miuiy families Iwenmo seem* of terrible suffer lug, 
and men mid women died by Itumiirrl.’i I'irst they Jived on 
fruits, uost they nte gnmw ami when 1 burnt also nrne Msorehml 
by tin* rays of Lbo *Uu T they *<>\ \ their tmnte md hnusu-ul snath. 
Next htislmntl* sold ivivi* and wives their chililimi, All 
convention. all alTrcrluii nut] firebugs were gone mid, men Im- 
imih" like Joivur mtbmls seeking llle irlmto day long for m *. 
thins to live upon. The unolmi of Ketinmm void Jilm for live 
^nitnim of riise. 
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H. Hi 401SS A * lAM.l OF UoDIJEKS. 

A mnii of tile KrtivaflJi ca^le pnr«hj,uwl lln ltov and was 
delighted wi';li Ins ljargma owing to tiit' mlmsl pliv-uqiit- of Uiv 
child, 

Seven suii-sof LliJi Kn.i curia u it« tile Jifcideri of sewn gang*. 
From tlio li no Hills to till) sen co ^i in the smith, the extensive 
tract uf nouutrj' was without any hub tin lieu u | nitm m 
thOM- days. l'ht> land wits overgrown with l dense jungle n£ 
long roods, which itiTiirdtiilI shellm in Hits I'ldjUfi-*. L*hc. people 
huri^l their wealth itiirW the nwih far IV:tr .»! plunder. Tint 
robbers strangled tlio wayfarers with nooses of fo|w». The 
DnuuUs laicaine in fiict Ihe matters of (lit* country and tio orn: 
bu lie veil in the p»wnr of the king. Many villages presented a 
scene of hiint desertion under the rale at tin* 1C ijfs, 

Hrnughl up amongst the rubber from ohi lii liood, 
Kennram live; mu expert in tin* art uf robbing pnoplu and 
killing them, TIib 1C :tiviirtu, Iwothei’s Sui t gr;rvii inimunsuly 
rich by their tv iukni I trade, ivi they did not g>,e up theirc tllitn:, 
but continued to store the wealth they acquired by robbery 
under the earth hi tbit extensive jungle of roods. 

Stiys Chandra, the poetess, ** Ketmmm became a man nf 
gigantic physique. If He stood up, it anoint'd that bU head 
toTM-hed the skies, while tin* enrUt looked like hi« foot •Monk 
Ho appeared like a email hillock, nil dusky, strong in hot 
limbs like a second Rnvnita," 

Though a Hr.ihmin hy birth, no ono hud instructed him in 
the ways nf religion. He had never let rut to dHimgufoh 
l«tween virtue mill rice. He never eared in hear the t iles 
of ih** o m K; he tiri.il not tin? fUalnsE iije i i- In what dn wan, 
Hi» head wa» small ai he had nu wife, no children Yet ho 
delighted in robbing and killing men. lie murdered men 
for the *nko of murder, lit* st-ile inanny meivljr fur the sake 
of burying it under the north. Just as a tiger kills ABlnuti 
for the sake of sport, oven no did Kenaratn kill men. 
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Hu seldom went to his audt!!?* house, Lite an uneputb- 
locking boar he slept on the tiuri? ground in the depth of the 
jonglr*. heedless pi the bites of gnats or in sects. Ho hud no 
thought of luxnry, nor cared lo spend money for his own 
com fori. Daily lie plundered and doily lit luried his booty 
under the earth, 

llie straggling herds of buffaloes and cow* in the 
neighbouring nmadows exceeded all calculation, and Kenaram 
and his men drank milk abundantly mid ljutanie robutt and 
strong beyond nil measure, From ihe hilly laud of Susnng 
to Ihe great tract of the jungly Und called Urn " Jalia futtcor " 
Keuaram anil Ids lisml wandered about in ferocious c^uest of 
wealthy wayfarers and pilgrims. Frequently some poor 
merchant passing by the riser w ith his cargo w*s killed, unit 
hU boat was sunk in the river after having been looted of its 
merchandise. His name thus became a dread in the country l 
mothers in h&LLjtudibb words Uttered his name to the little 
lads, aud more Ilian. & lullaby the tmme made Ihe young eye¬ 
lids close intlAiiUy and brought sleep to them. "The very 
leaves of the trees/ 1 says Chuiulrd, "shivered as if in, fright* 
when the robin;rs of Kcmaranv* gang shoul d thdr war-cry. 
ticrae dared to light a lamp in the evening 1 eat it would 
Attract notice lo the house, nor dsrwl to cornu outside after 
dusk.” 

Li. 1-tU. 


4. K«yAaAM MEETS II.ViiUSIflbAS. 

11 was on oa« occasion .. Itmudii lias (he poet nml 

devotee, who rttjuiciul over in Maansu Devi s mime happened 
to pass throng! i i lie dUtniil tract of" Jut in fimwr" with Ids 
hiind of singers. lie had gone on a professional call to a 
distant prt of the country' tutd was oii IiLs way back home. 
HI* mind was tilled with devotion that an he travelled lie 
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SiltJg the praise* of Maims* Devi to iht* music of ins oile- 
st ringed tyre, And tho bund played oil tabors ami cymbal*. 
They were so lost in devotional fervour that they not only Hang 
and played on their musical instruments, hut danced as they 
went their way. " Hangnhi Das,” says Ciwinlnt, “ Imd a doth 
round his Indy on which the names of bis god were inscribed. 
Such clothes were called * ' He was dressed as 

an ascetic, his hair was knotted, and on his forehead was the 
long /j7fiA--iu:irk showing the creed that ho professed/’ The 
whole liand wjis, so to speak, Inst in spiritual reveries. They 
did not cure to look nt the way through the thick jungle, nor 
at. the sky, nor at the iaadneape around. It was trn all- 
absorbing icy to them that they sang the Mother's name. 
They now suddenly felt their pith obstructed by Lbe long 
reeds and knew that they hod reached the M Jnlkt hawor "— 
a tract which would require them a full day t» erws, dust, at 
that time they heard a cry *• Victory to ftdlt " which chilled 
the very life-blood of the music.il party led by Dangs hi Das; 
and lwfore u moment hud passed, stood before them the 
stalwart dark figure of iCermrani, the redoulded robber- 
clue I His clothes were wound up round the wai*t in the 
fashiouof JiortU-MVstera people; lie looked like u mena¬ 
cing cloud charged with lightning. Like the very god of 
death Kenamru w ith lit- party stood near fchntn demanding the 
surrender id their money and life. Kenarini said with a loin] 
laugh, ” Do you know' who l am ? ” Baugpht smiled and replied, 
“You are un Evil One, wlm is there that dues »oi know such n 
man ? But what have we with us to deserve year notice ? 
Here, look ’'-—end saying this he opened and emptied bis beg 
before Ki'iianmi. "Some torn Hot lies and a few seers of rice 
are nil my prupurty. Wfeat would you do »iih these? Of 
course you are quite welcome to have (hem if you like.—It is 
a swl thing to reflect that you do not euro for real treasure, 

which is dei'Muni <0 Mann 44 Devi, hut ..lit heinous erimv. 

for temporal riches which will not last/’ 
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“No. 1 sin nailing to i» tutored |y you in *udi 
mutters, murderlifts Iv-Oij iny occupation for tiutuv yours, and 
it is hopeless for you to try to convert me by a sermon," 
said the robber •chief smiting, and then added, - 1 will kill you 
iiml nil your wan. Whether you have any thing or not does 
lint matter. Killing is my profusion mid l deiigliL in kill in:?. 
I I in vc no other object. Where I got money I roll, hut where 
I do not get, 1 kill " 

“ What do you do with the money ? Do you distribute 
it among the poor m some ruhhmvi do ? " 

“No, I bury it under ih« earth. Why -hould I give 
this money to the poor? If f would do that, they would 
grow rich and run after Hie pleasure*, mid become like some 
of m; for possession of money puts nil kinds of wrong things 
into the head.'" 

Amused a little, tu spite of the critical condition in 
which Hangvhi stood, with the queer reply of tin* robber, he 
asked him to tell him hits name. KtuiHrani *mi|pd j * 0 [ t jy 
said. “ Yea, my name b Keiiaram" Then a shudder pa^cd 
through the norm of the singers ; their blued, it ^emud, 
iey-eold in horw. But Bang|Bi stood culm hs ever, 
lacing the rubber ns if nothing had hn P pe, u <d. On hi* W 
plac ed the serene siuiie which had already pulled rhe rohher- 
uhif f n little. “ Take herd, Kenarmn, .vou have been spending 
this lifi* la vice, Imt the mid h homing. Don’t you soe 

that t 11 not high tune that you should reform vmir 
ways ? 11 

Never twfow Hits had any other man matured to preach 
to Kmiamm the philosophy of raLigkm, when T inire jditced 
within hb clutches. fie wondered it the courage of die man 
niul •slid, “ No more talk. lw ready to meet death,' 1 

Baugsbi said. “That I would he presently. Hal will you 
tell me one thing. !)s> you spend a part of vour muiiey fur vour 
own comforts? “ “Not a bir, that would he nourishing creed 
aud weakening myself, for I would hopelessly threw fI) y,«lf into 
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the sunroof desire if 1 indulged in luxuries, and cease to be 
this free man that I am." 

Still move n mazed at the curious words of the 
Fabbnr-rhfef Bnngshi said, * If you do not give money 
to the p.jar, nor indulge In luxury, what stood do yon 

derive from burying il under the earth anil ... for 

no purpose 5 ‘l 

KeuarAm repIL- 1 indifferent ly, M Do all Hut rich moil of 
your country give their money to the poor ? Sol a hit. So 
von see I do riot do lii^s than they do. t>I them do 

not spend money for their own comfort either. They are 
satisfied by merely storing it away. Wlwmas t rut urn all my 
wealth to its real invuar.” 

Who is trial owner ? ” asked UaitasHi. 

* Why ?—‘mother earth,*' said Kuuiimm, ‘ l iUI coins, 
gold and diver dinfno from the earth and will be reduced to 
earth, fin I liury Ihvm under earth. Is it dot the right 
thing that l do? i kill men because I have been accustomed 
to do so and I delight in doing this out of long habit." 
*“ Bui,'* he hastily added, "I cannot waste time in this way. 
What is your name? I ask this because i see you art* a very 
hold ftdloiv to speak to rue in this way.’’ 

1 not Bangs hi Dae," said tho poet coolly. At this 
Ki'iiaram was startled. He wild, “ Arc you that celebrated 
uum whose muigs .uni aaid to melt even a atone ? " Ikmgshi 
said, “ Yes, t hey may melt a stdno but not the sluoy heart of a 
robber." 

Then the robbor-chief told him that in Jpite of everything 
h« would not spare him or bis band. There was no other 
alternative and they must make t luunse! ve* ready. 

Id. 1-160 (abridged). 
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3. Tan Sokg of Mas'asa Devi,' 

RiUigslu said, “ Behold, 0 robber-chief, the evening hug 
come and we are going to start for the new shores ‘ standing, 
however, here on thin old soil from which ne me to depart for 
evrj 1 want to sing once for all those songs about Manasa Devi 
which have given my soul joys of the other world all my 

Keuaram hesitated for a moment and then decided to 
comply with the request. The singers w ith eyes full , .f tear6f 
resigned children ol Manns* Devi, tagan those songs which 
had birred the hearts of men and women of the yhhI district 
for many years, Kenamn said, * hi *ten to me, here do i 
sheathe my sword, I give you permission to sing the songs 
so long that I do not unsheathe it Again/ 1 

In The dismal regions, the sky StirmJ ft8 ^ ft 

few robbers were their silent audience. On the green -rasa 
sat Kenantm in the midst of his crew with the hilt of his 
swowl in his right hand. And Bungsbt Das began to sin- 
“**•* V a well-1 rained dtohts, full of devotion IntenriBcd 
by the thought of Ins approaching end. Easgehi sang 
sweetly and every word (hat he sang had added pathos from 
his tears, The whole music breathed a tender will of devo¬ 
tion u Inch became irresistible. The very birds that Hew in 
the air came near and sat on the Irtmglis <,r trees close hr 
attrnctod by the melody and pathos of BsngshFs vnieV 
Twilight was succeeded by an impenetrable darkness i n that 
forest land. But Ken Aram gave orders to bis crew fora 
gene ml illumination, and the whale tract was illtunimjd Inr 
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hundreds of torch-limits so that the night lost all (rrimness 
and looked smiling and bright as day. 

Kenaram, as he sat still with the sword by his side, be* 
came the more and more moved as the song went on and hie 
emotion Ijccame visible in his face. The story of Bohula. the 
faithful bride, was the subject of the song. In the bridal 
chamber her husband had died by snake-bite, ihoy saw her 
seated quietly like a statue. The women of the house colled 
her * the unlucky one —a witch; on the bridal night her 
husband hnd died. “ It is not the snake but your ill luck— 
your evil eye,—that has killed him. 1 ’ This was the cruel remark 
of the maids in attendance. Heedless of sympathy and abuse 
alike, she sat still and suppressed the lean that were ready 
to spring to her ey**3. She was thinking of the request which 
her husband had made to her to come to a closer embrace, 
hut which, out of her shyness, the new bride had not complied 
with. 

Then the corpse was about to be taken, for cremation. 
Here she stepped forward and slid that she would carry it on 
a raft, till she reached those shores from which she could 
win him back to life. Without him she could not—she 
would not live. She would visit the regions of death, and of 
deathless pauses, if necessity, to restore her husband to life. 

The pathos reached the highest point whi;ra against the 
remonstrances of thousands of people who had assembled 
on the !iauks of the Gangoor, she, a girl of fourteen, stoinl 
heroic in her determination—griefless amongst many who 
were grieving, tearless amongst hundreds of tearful men and 
women. Emaciated by fasting and the secret pain of her heart, 
she looked like the very angel of love—prepared for all 
martyrdom, for all risks and sacrifices. " O our dear Saritri! ” 
they all cried oat, as they importuned her to return to 
home-life; for Savitri is the adored name of one of our 
mythological heroines whoso sacrifice for l«ve remains 
unparalleled in world's history to this day, hi. I*i 28 . 
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6. The ttEFaHKATres. 

At thla stage of Ihe son™ Kattaram threw away his sword 
and to cry aloud like n woman. The atone had 

actually melled at last. Herald, 'Sing, O Brahmin, sing 
again what % m have sung." lie stripped foretime only to 
clear his voice choked with tears and safd to Bnngshi: "I 
surrender my-df to you, O Brahmin , 1 have a Massed enough 
wealth (or h family to live upon in comfort for generations, 
All tlib l offer to you, you will have no need to beg from door 
to door ■ be gracious unto me and toll me iu to how l nmy bo 
saved from sin. 11 Ltaugshi said in reply, 1 sing praises of 
Manama Devi .uid live upon the small alms that my honest 
audience give me. I am a seeker of that, wealth, compared to 
which yuur debus are but ns lead before the diamond. 1 wish to 
live and die ns an honest Brahmin. What shall 1 do with 
temporal riches? No, I will not defile my hand hy taking 
what you have got by killing innocent men." 

Then did Keivimra helplessly took around and saw every¬ 
thing dark before him. He reflected on his past life and the 
memory of his childhood caused him great pain. “I do not 
remember to have seen ray parents There was none to instruct 
me in the ways of truth. Losing my parents, 1 took shelter in 
my uncle’* house who sold me for 5 enttm of rice during 
famine time, I mixed with had men and have since been 
living as a robter in this forest. The merchants do not ply 
their boats in these regions for fear of me—Alas ! my riches 
will he of no avail, when I shall die. 1 will throw all my 

wealth—my whole life’s accumulation—into yonder river and 1 
will drown myself therein." Kcnaram'ii emotions were now 
roused to the highest pitch. lie ordered his men to luring 
him the hoard* that he had buried under the earth. These 
were brought before him in pitchers. Kcnamm looked at the 
river that flowed by 1 and flung the pitchers into the waters one 
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after in other, till none was left. The 4roug man was all tears 
mid in burning remorse 1m hit his body ami tore his own hair. 
He uti sheathed his swuril end said to [latnrhsi. "O my muster 
behold. 1 will kill myself before you to atone for my sins.’ 1 

Brinish i Das took earn passion on him and as the man was 
realty rind slnceroly repentant gave him sound advice for 
reforming life character, Ke mi rani had :i sweet voice and in 
course of time became an earnest disciple of Jlangshi and 
lived by singing songs on Mtumsa Devi, Clnuidr&vaii says Lhal 
his great renunciation mid pure life were much appreciated 
by the people soon after, " When singing, tears often came to 
his eyes, ami he »nng imd danced like a man lost to this world 
—absorbed in reveries. Those to whom he had been once n 
terror, now approached him with requests lo sing the beautiful 
song> of Matinsi Devi and they often hurst Inin Iimith at rho 
pathos created by the singer who had once been a rufiian,” 
"Thus did the influence of a viiutiy lir'o turn a doin' imu i 
Joft-hoarfKil man. When be wing, it s< mod that the very trees 
liecntiiH sjwlMwuild and died learn in tin- •Ompo ur dew, 1 ' --ays 
Clin mirth the daughter of Ban £^3 hi in the paynr metre. 

Lh DSO, 
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PREFACE N 

This haltful was collects! by Chandra Kumar Day from 
different sources, and sent m an th@ doth of Mucohi 1 ■)-0. 

For same reasons whioh I am not allowed to discloso, I 
will Hat mention the names of the persons who helped Cliandra 
Kumar in recovering the sung, They purposely omitted some 
portions in whioh further particulars al»ut the principal 
characters of the song were given; and following Chandra 
Kumar's advice I had to change the names of the hero, heroine 
and of their native plats- «* originally found In the ballad. 

The incidents of the ballad look place about the latter 
part of the 17th Century; and there is no doubt that it is the 
popular version of an event which caused a considerable 
commotion in the locality whore it occurred. The memory 
of it is still fresh in some quarters. Bui 1 need not lay any 
further stress on the historical side of this interesting poam. 

It will lie «BU that one version of the story ends on 
page 19ft, whore the mar rings of the hero with the daughter of 
the ilnja Ls described as having taken place with his permit 
Sion. (Canto III, LL 80-80.) The episode of theconcluding 
chapter of this version is far from l>eing authentic. What good 
could lht> Hajti derive by giving his daughter in marriage to the 
find man whose fact) he would see one particular morning ? He 
could as well have married Urn girl to a mnti whom* status in 
society wa* equal to his own. It would have made no 
difference in the situation ; whereas it would have saved the 
family from a great dishonour. The course, he is descried to 
have followed in the ftr-d version, seems therefore to bo ao 
u solutcdy whimsical one. 

The Kaja at & late hour sanotioaed tbe marriage, This 
was a fact. Thu pool who gave this version of the story 
was evidently not cognisant of the details 

K„ Wl in soma of the folk-tales current in the country, wo 
Iwvu mot irilli a similar incident of an autocrat's vow to give 
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IHWHT bis daughter to the Gr&t man he would see cine 
particular morning, it therefore seems to me that this quite 
familiar episwle tint welled in our folk-tales iv?i> dovetailed 
into the story hy the rural bard, who did not know fully well lh« 
circumstance* which liad led the itujn to sanction the marriage 
of his daughter with Mndatt. Up to the Baja’s return home in 
tt highly disirutiled state of mind, the port gave a true and well 
authenticated story. No doubt that the events happened 
exactly as they are found described in the tin)End. But, its I 
have already mentioned elsewhere, the I nil lad-mongers had a 
great tendency to mix up fad- with folk-tides, in order to 
capture the Imagination of the rural people most effectively. 
The bust episode in the flirt version U introduced with the 
object of heightening uhu charm of the narrative by means of a 
familiar folk-talc which had already in appeal for the people. 

but, the second version, which begins from Canto IV, 
U an olrvioua exposition r,f Urn real hicls of Urn wise. 

The Munition of the Raja was briefly f Itk He was hound 
to carry out the orders of the Nnwttb. as it feudatory chief 
under him : lint his mk cither way was groat, bringing in a 
complication "t pulling circumstances. If he disoheyed the 
Sultiio it would menu thu loss of his lift* mid property, 
On the aUurr hand, for a Hindu to give away his daughter 
fo i.hit harem of .1 Muhammadan U sivn wcr-io limn <h-iS.li. 
Bv doing so ho would forfeit all claims to remain n Hindu, 
tfh own kith ami kin would give him up ilimmther, 
however grr it he might, lie in wealth mid power. 

Wliftt was he to do tinder the circuimuancits ? It would 
nut at all save thu situation if he give away lib daughter 
ton suitable bride-groom; U would complicate it the more. 
The N a wall’s wrath would not only fall on him hut 011 tin* 
bride-groom also, and they would both he treated like tint 
worst of criminals. 

At this juncture, the queen came to the rescue with a 
shrewd plan which showed the woman's keener comm mi wuso. 
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Tn the mid-night she called to her presence one of the youns 
servants iff the palace named Madam This [ml wan not duly 
exceedingly' haiidsume in appearance hut a Talented youth 
of tried integrity of uhnrncwr, The queen at lmr great 
crisis offered him the hands of her daughter privately 
without (airing for bin low status in society. 

No one knew it, not even the lyuitniitn KJinii'Chaitd 
on whom her .strict order was to land the couple at Uin first 
place ho would roach .if [Jay-break, niter having rowed the 
ljoftl as fust a* he could with hie oarsmen during the hours 
of the night He was not to question ua tri who they were, 
our have any chance of seeing their face as he was to leave 
them before it was dawn noil row his treat I wick homeward*. 

The itbapjnearnnee of the princess with a young servant 
from the palace mitumlly gave rise to a great scandal, hut all 
the same, it saved the Ilnja from a groat danger Possibly, he 
knew mulling of it as tin* whole thing was plan nod nut carried 
out by the queen very privately. The anger, (dmgrin and 
disappointment In* felt at thi* abduction of his daughter were 
all ham t /i’rfr, and the Nawnh instead of uetf.iiisr angry with 
him probably felt a sympathy in llis distress L'hus a great 
crisis was averted by this cunning deficit uf I he 4 it cun. 

Now the pursuit of the unhappy |t>iir by the ttoja’s 
people continued for a long time after their Ihght. For thy 
tLaj.a naiiirally full a desire to punish the onlprtt. After 
so mu time the young man Mrnhui wo* otrinted one day, and 
the news of his arrest reached Rupavnti who hastened 
to the palace to reaciiu her huahaml frmn Lhn hands of the 
inf iii iiiti'd lvajii. In the meantime, ii may I)* 1 easily surmised, 
1 he. Kmvab'i migor was abated. f |l or the fancy of an autocrat 
for a fair girl and the measures adopted for securing her 
for his harem, never continued lone. It was always a 
passing whim with these men. 

When thus the Nan ah had ceased taking nny interest 
in the affair, our hero’s case came up for trial before the 
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Raja. It was at this titni* that hp was apprised of the 
peal circumstances and for the first time learnt that his 
own queen had given Rupavati in marriage to Madmt. 

Then he himself forma! !> sanctioned the marriage, and 
by raising hie iou-m-law to the rank of a Za minder, did 
his best to remove the stigma which had attached to his 
family owing to the alleged abduction of the girl. But an 
that son-in-law belonged to a lower ctute, the tongue of 
scandal has nut yet been silenced after the lapse of more 
than twn centuries. 

IVhat we have had occasion to notice iu -dinslur tutlhid* 
again ami again, forms also the roost prominent and note¬ 
worthy point in this one, pic., the womanly virtues and 
devotion of the heroine. Unfailingly these women always 
stand out aft the v*ry personifications of all that is lovely 
and noble in the softer sex. The character of Madim is 
brought out In bold liuci. He K not a weakling as sometimes 
we find the heroes in the other twillnih to I>e, Listen to 
his first words to Rupnvati. Tie never forget* the difference 
between his position and that of bis wif.*,—given him by a 
mere chance. Hour tenderly and tremulously does "he 
approach her with swe**.t word* of consolation, yet nil the 
time a Hading to bis own low social status j„ terms of extreme 
humility . TUo p'Ulio* which Hnpnvnti's parting with him 
gives rLw to ha* a tender appeal and the whole thing is verv 
poetically put. Tier deter mined attitude to rescue her 
husband in the hour of danger invests her chamcler with n 
grandeur, in which we find *u instance oj ftwartnas mingled 
with uubility, and dovutedne** intensified bv the mo-d 
humiliating dfarWes The poem which I have divided into 
seven cantos contains iud linos. The reason why the author 
appear* incognito is obvious. 
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In the town of Ram pur reigtiod u prince imnaed 

Itajcluitidm od the banks of the Pliulesh wuri j he had built 

there a spacious bungalow with twelve gale-ways. The income 
from hia estates was several lakh a year, and he hnd stable* 
fat! oJ elephants and horses. lie had countless BoldSert* 
besides a good many officers employed to culleet rents, 
Tho drummers ami tabor-player* dwelt id ids town in 
plenty, and tbs Nalmbst orchestra played their music every 
morning rousing the liaju from his sleep. 

One Hay lit- held his dnrhtn' as usual ; his officers 

were all present and he expressed to them his wish to 

pay Ida re.-jw't* to the Kawah of Bengal who was his feudal 
lord. He ordered the court-astrologer to find out an auspicious 
day, The latter settled the day anil hour which would come 
eight days after : and the Raja made preparations to start at 
the auspicious hour. Kitn& Cbaita and t bhutid, wo 
brothers, took charge of the Raja's pinnace. '1 h^re were 
sixteen oarsmen and besides a splendid sail to increase the 
speed of the boat. The Raja filled it with many valuable 
goods. He took with him hair-combs and fans made of 
mica and many other indigenous mi teles such us mats made 
of ivory called the sitat-pdti, strings of large pearls, ct«.—all 
to bo presented to the Nawab, Besides be took Rupees Ten 
Thousand to be paid ns his Nitzut, A hand of musicians and 
singers accompanied him. 

The Raja, on the eve of his departure, bade farewell 
to his queen leaving hw only daughter In her charge with 
many a word of good advice. !!+■ .‘■aid good-bye to the citizen* 
assembled, mid perforating Home acts of religious merit “0011 
it s giving iiivay "inn- in uharity and fur v dig ion- purposes, 
started in his boat, which run against the tide swiftly, 
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jwdwl by the fnwurrtble wind, Hu was delighted vriib 
tho sight of the villages nn both sides of the river, and 
having travelled the course of the I’huieshwairi uniuu to 
tbe mouth of the Xarsunda, Efe passed through that 
river find enterud another which was called the Ghor&utrri. 
Htmns; passed along this river also, he reached the noble 
stream of the Mughmi. The wave* there trore in a state of 
chaotic dance, foaming. :t* it were, in great fury, the liauks 
at interval* breaking down dashed by the Haves with u otusii. 
Three months did the Itaju pass hi tiie hod ,.,f waters and 
in the fourth he arrived at the N ninth'a city. 

His men took the presents to dm Durbar. The artistic 
hair-criditts of mica am) rJt» ivory mat a which thu ttaja had 
brought with him, were unknown in the city and tin* 
>*awab prized them very much. He wu* also phased to 
receive tlm aura of Rupee* Ten Thousand from the lUjn uul 
orderwd lino quarters for his stay in his ciiy. There the 
Itnjii lived happily for some time, LI. l-it. 

ri 

Thus parsed onu— two—three months and mor. till one 
full year railed on. Another j our passed and the Uaju stjJl 
did nut return home. Hut wlwii the third year idao pussnd 
away, the quean got alarmed. 3ln* dreamt many had dreams. 
Hy Hits time her ilruightor had grown up and completed her 
fourteenth year. She me >*i unmarried. The neighbours 
shook their heads And irhispond uatougst themselves 
disapproving tLia duky, imd it welUoigh Warms a matter of 
their grave and 'utriou* talk. The queen heard all this. The girl 
had reached her youth and yet there was no notr prospect of 
her marriage. The quean vrn* distract™! with anxiety on the 
score of her daughter :md passed tier nighu and days Unhappily. 

Thou utter much thought sh* mmit a Idler to the Uaja! 
In this she first paid her respects | 0 him and then informed 
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him of lhe alTair# of lib Slate a# they stood, und finished 
her letter with these concluding word#:—'* Ihree years you 
have lived away from m. All this time yon Iihtg not eered 
to know how your daughter is Taring. Shf has just stepped 
into her youth, and the neighbours whisper a lot of thing#. 
How emt I, being her mother, bear nil those? If *i daughter 
is kept unmarried when she attain# her puberty, all the 
religious merit* of her parents go for naught. When this 
loiter trill reach you, tarry riot a moment but come home at 
01106 .'’ 

After having written this letter, she trusted it to a 
servant and sent him to Murshldabad 

An astrologer CUM with lib old tiook* ami took great 
pain, to calculate the luck of the young maiden. He 
expressed his wisdom in thtr**e words “ She h Iwauliful as a 
fairy or a nymph. Words fall short in mv attempts to giro an 
idea of the great, fortune in storr* for Jier. She is sure to be 
married to ft prince and become bis chief queen." Another 
astrologer delivered himself thus, " Her maimers are pleasing 
to the eyes. This is indeed a good sign. Her fine eye-brows 
an- distinct, and her lift it long and (lowing, her forehead 
broad and bur teeth arc Like a string of pearl#.. I do predict 
tlmt a merchant from ttlfi somh will marry her, and her foet 
will be washed by a hundred .slaves 

Another ustrologi’r said, 11 She I nut till the signs nf a lucky 
girt. Her feet no- like lotus-buds. When she walks, her 
footsteps H v« distinct murks on the ground and there i* 
no hollow in the note of her Teel. Hur btfde-groom will come 
from the north. Her rigris are all very favourable and I 
predict llial Imr status will lie nothing short of a qtuseoV 1 

Yet another who pied if ted after chant? examining her 
palm*, “ Uure ns I live, this girl will be married to « prinoe. 
How lifiHutifttl is her fuc# I it la more beautiful tlinn a. water- 
lily; Her eyes am playful as JDinnjAlt's; there is a glow of red 
on her ebook*, and her colour is like that of llic mooti-baums. 
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Th«rtt is no bud fig'll alKfiit her—none that I eun detect, l 
do predict that aim will live to be Llic mother of seven eons 
ami that she will l*j u queen." 

Than last came a prophet who predicted, " The eyes of 
the girl are dark and pleasing. She will ho it fortunate Indy. 
Indeed, she wilt (hi a queen, Bat there h* a slight flaw in 
her luck, this is the gant dimh. Ii mm however* be easily 
rectified now, Bring a pair of silken dollies and some hanuim 
ftuib, Till a plate with thickened milk, Imtter and rice. 
With these feed twelve Brahmins. The lit lie Haw in her 
luck will be removed. Slio will have u> lake a liath in the 
holy waters brought from the shrines. L'hia should be done 
in my presence. I assure you if 1 perform this ceremony 
lO'day, all evil influences of the planets will |*nss away, and 
she is sure to lie married to* morrow*” 

The queen did all this in a devout spirit of faith, 
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I he Baja ha* come back to hi> eity after his nil her 
lone stay abroad, avowedly w ith the object of getting hi* 
daughter married. 

He looks pale and care-worn. He does not perform the 
usual duties of his State atul he is hi different tu his exalted 
rank. He lies down in his couch the hvu-bng day hut 
scarcely shuts hi* eye* to sleep. On his lied he is r&Ue** . 
he often rises from it and puoes the iluor with slow stops. 
He is sometimes heard to say in n low voice, *■ A!,is, alas 1 ” 

Thu queen murk* this and nsks of him. " What is the mutter 
with you, my lord r Tlw tine betels prepared with my >nvn band* 
atnl scented with rfiud lie nnlmti hed in hr U«H-liov and j 
tlnd jou sleepless in your betl, Rice mid enrrv or *>rved 
in the plate hut you do not tench Item Imluetb y-u do nut 
Room tu rolLh any fund, Y otir ilmighter was dmu" to 
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you ns life, bul what is the mutter that you never greet her 
with words? It appear* that for some unknown 

reason this pal ace lias grown Utter to yon as poison. Myself 
and our darling child have. For some unknown offence, test 
your favour. You seem to tie indifferent even to the all* 
engrossing question of her marriage. I feel so aggrieved at 
your conduct that ut times I wish to commit suicide/ 1 

The Raja—‘‘bear OUt with me, dear queen, for a little 
while, ns 1 disclose matters to you. I am as if fallen into 
a sca, Mv rib* seem to 1» eaten up by crocodiles, l am in 
* jungle whim* u hundred tigers «r« tearing my body to pieces. 
It seems that an arrow Ims pierced deep info my heart, 

11 What did you do, oh queen 1 to on evil hour did you 
write the letter to me; I took the letter to the No with to 
let him know lmw urgently l was required at homo 
and fought permission to Tetum, He read the letter 
containing the news that my daughter has stepped into youth. 
He said. 4 1 have heard, oh Raja, that your daughter is 
very beautiful. Why not marry her to me and enjoy ail 
the honour of this high connection ! I will shower titles on 
yon and in the durbar you will receive salutes from me as my 
esteemed relation. Tit all haste therefore, go to your city. 
Meantime, I shall Ihj making preparations here for the 
marriage.* 

“Oh queen my caste, my religion are thus all going to 
he destroyed 1 What is the good of dragging this miserable 
life? I cam not tor my State now. Lei u% dear qtl«n, fo 
together,away—faraway ton forest, Now hear what I have 
resolved to do. The Ural man whom I shall see rising from 
my bed to-morrow morning, to him will l give away my 
daughter. A pariah, a Item or oven one of a lower caste. 
If there he any. whoever ho may Iw 1 shill make ivo distinction 
Iwt ween caste and caste. Let him only be a Hindu and I 
shall offer my daughter to him. Hut r*> a Muhammadan, it 
b intprwaible—neverT Yri see, dear queen, this Raj b now 
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my gall and wormwood. Sometimes I feel inclined to drown 
myself into rim river tying r pitcher to mv neck with a rope 
You speak of poison—the poison that is consuming me 
cannot be removed even by Dlianwantari—the physician of 
the gods/* 


The Piust Version. 

The i] it ecu. rs she heard this, became sorely troubled 
in her hearl and thus reflected with sorrow. u If this night 
ptmes away it will 1 m> ruin to us. I pray to God that this n Hit 
may last tor ever and ilmt Urn sun nrny never rise to MpaJus 
tfi linking sliding and Infamy J* 

There vras a young lad in the palace who held the position 
of His name urn Madfcn and he lie longed not to 

a quite high family. He used to make small purchases 
from the market for the palace and was always ready 
id call. He had 11 handsome appearance j he looked quiet 
and lovely like the morning star, The lad had a 

freo access into the inner apartments of !lm palrmr 

His colour was bright like molten gold. The queen 

-wm fm him mid when he appeared near her, she *,ijd ** U (j 
nnt he frightened, dear child, I Inkv you *s my son and shall 
frankly toll VOtt all,*' And here slm related to him iht- whole 
»«-ry of the Raja’s cruel resolve and nndod hot short speech thus 
** Nw lbt( '" to me At the dawn of the day io.morrm». 

stay hear tin* door-way of mir sleeping chamber, Wait there 
with a miim of tobacco tor tlw Raja. Let that be vour 
pretest. Remain standing at the gate-way and do not hi ' 

lie did m»t pause for a moment over this warderfuI 
request. Ho did not care to know whether it was eftst west 

;:rj:r;: *■ -—*- - «*- - £ 

tlir daw., q ^lay^"the *“* * 
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Dark clouds toy scattered all aver the sky wul the red 
suo wH .9 just. p?tjpin 2 i through the taaterti lioriwii. ihe 
Nahnliat orchestra had just hegun to play at the music- 
hall, Tile Baja left bis couch and the queen opened the door 
for him. He came out of his room and ghinclmr behind ■mv 
the lad waiting with a ttimkd in his hand. The Raja sitt on 
a wooden seat carved on all sides with floral designs, Retort* 
it lay a golden cup nf cold n iter, lie washed his hands and 
face with it and felt refreshed. He then asked Madan, 
“ What makes ynu come here near my sleeping-room at such 
au hour 'r " He saluted and replied, "I am ymir Highness’ 
slave and am always ready to carry out your orders. I have 
free access to the inner appnri meets* ; for twelve years I have 
been at this palace, my lord, carrying out your commands, 
I am perfectly pleased with the kindness and indulgence 
with which 1 am treated hero." 

The Raja asked him many a question as to who his 
parents were and. what country he came from * when he got 
all information, the Raja gave orders for the marriage. An 
auspicious day was fixed and at an auspicious moment his 
daughter was given iu marriage to Madam A very rich 
dowry sras given together with the grant of a whole village as 
a present to It u pa vat t, kl. l'&th 


A Second Version. 

IV 

The Raja said, " Dear queen, tot us decide our ooukw, 
if we do not scud our daughter to the Nnwnb, our rdj will be 
lost ; that is sure. Take my word, oL queen. I will destroy 
my city with my own hands and its mins I will throw into the 
river. The Pa than soldiers will come and take me to Murahi- 
d&Md bound hand and foot. For this daughter's i.ike, we arc 
in this sorrv plight to day. She is like a dagger pForced 
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through my heart, Alan, my caale and religion are all going 
in be destroyed, and I am approaulung fast a miserable end 
The time has been fixed w ithin which she must l>c sen! and 
what am I to do now ? Shall 1 poison her ar bum her alive ? 
To what country can I go to escape this dire mishap ? Moke 
preparations, ub queen, to send tier away at once, wherever 
you like. For myself, I hove react veil hi drown mysilf 
into tlifi river. n 

When the queen heard what the Raja said, she at once 
decided her com so. 

She had a page named Mu*bin—n very handsome young 
man. His duty was t" gather flower* for the temple and 
carry out her wishes in small matters. A quiet submissive 
hoy he was, always ready at cull. n<* looked like the morning 
star, pleasing to the eyes. The quwn did nor wire to consider 
tiie question of caste or family status. She resolved to 
abandon all affection fur her dear daughter. Rupar&ti knew 
nothing of what had happened. In the hours of midnight 
the queen paid a visit to her chamber privately. There she 
slept radiant like the moon. Her beautiful form caused 
to-day only a d*«p pain in ih n moth*-?’* heart. " Ah : she is 
my pot bird, dear as a rib of my heart! How can I think 
of sending her away from this golden cage of affection in 
which I We reared her up ? "— she thought. And then she 
called out , 44 Now arise, my darling, and sum your unfortu¬ 
nate mother standing hear your lied. Awake, dear one, and 
sec i the whole city is, as it were, on lire and burning fur vour 
sake. For you, your dear father has resolved to drown himself 
in the river, For you, we are gp*u* sway to some forests to 
lire like elites." 

Rupavati was dreaming at the time a* if the whole city 
was in mourning. She awoke with a start and saw her mother 
wiping away her tears with the edge of her »i v?i, She said, 
“ What w it, mother, that you are crying for ? I cannot hear 
this sight. Wliat have I demo to hurl vour feelings thus r" 
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'* N"° offence, dear daughter, have you committed”—said 
iiit* unfortunate mother. “ Providence has been hostile to us 
«r»d cut off a!! our hopes ; oil cruel Providence, how couliist 
itiuu cut off the tree under whose shadow I came rocking 
shadet Alas, never more shall 1 have Liie fortune, oh dear 
girl, of *{*eii)g your moon-like face. Never more shall I lie 
ullmced to hear that sweet’uldruss ' mama’ from your lips! 
Oh my put bud, you WO going to fly away cutting off for ever 
Ote chain of nffcc>inn which hi mis you here." LI. 1-48. 


V 

Sin bridal sung was sung, no ecru mult} look place. The 
Indie* of the house did not cry * Victory uitd Joy ' at thn 
auspicious moment, nor uttered their blessings. No our mine 
to anoint the bride with turmerie and sweet scents. The 
mother did not go to the good neighbours, sucking blessings 
for tba child. .*ud the Indie* <it tin- house liil nut uasumble 
together liy the side of she tank to Hi) pitclmr? for the f^acriwl 
ceremony, Birtgjng in trin hr li- uustoiiiiuy. 

The mnilniT - hutttf l ^nt\y bird* Til it night w;i* chirk 
liiid rtill ttail from the sky spiirkfad it few Htaw. Madiu cam* 
Jit Unit limir mul waited at tin* gutu-imj In fep dmum 
UupivMi hud not thu pnwur tn inrangj he* Iona flowing hair 
which fell in cwU round hut face. In all hurry aha donned 
a bridal dre*^ So pri^t cam® tu perform tilt? usual riles. 
In that Kotamn hour of uiglit the mot hut* oflemd bar child Lu 
thu h.nufta of Maifliiti, Shu luoktlir gi tV* hunch ruul pirn*'! thetn 
on Studuu’s nrul there wan none to witness it. Thu I II Li did not 
ruaound with t(u* gh™ vqcsm ^ uf vyrniim wishing g**Kl for tho 
uoupltj Siltsnt grittf surged in the mother's heart in tho pluuc 
oT ImiiYw hobjjh in thu groat hull of ihu Uiijai, 

Tho *nn u»d tho mocm she tsalled lo wiiru^ m ^he offurud 

UupJlVJltl tO till: yOUlll MliiliiU 
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Tli« i|nwfii—*' Now, MadflU* a word have I to say to you. 

I liavp now oUered inu my darling daughter. she is the om? 
noliUry lump of the bouse—my only child—T nm giving her 
to you and what words are there which can adequately express 
oiy tsdlinfi at this hour ! I hare taken out, if seems to me, 
a rili from my side to oiler you. I lmvc broken the golden 
cage with iny own hand* to offer you the pet bird ! have 
ad cued n ttd loved all these yeans 1 Whether it be your lot to 
live hi a oily or wander in woods, Iwar mii 1 word of mine in 
mind. Do not give nny pnm to the heart of this girl. As 
you nre now her lord, it if fully in your power to make her 
lmppy or miserable. None is then 1 in this world to look after 
this unfortunate girl except you." 

The mother and the daughter wept. On the boughs of 
tree* sat the mute birds, ns if struck dumb by grief, and the 
wind rustled through leaves with 11 moaning sound. 

In that depth of night the queen had brought the boat¬ 
man to the ]mince, mid no one amongst the cit teens had known 
of ibis. The boatman Cbaila was blind of one eye but he was an 
adept in hi* profession. The queen presented him a purse. 
Mari an came to the boat with his new bride ttupavati. The 
ipu-en bade them farewell and reined to Imr chamber. 

The boat went like a shooting star, rowed by uxjwrt hands 
ami with her sails all unfurled. She' passed through thirteen 
hativ (liembi) of tl)e river, mid when the fourteen! b f/dk was 
half, completed, they saw the sun rising in the east. The 
twntmiUj Chailft utopjKiil there and said, " I'frssougerw, whoever 
you may U*, it is the order of the queen that as norm as thu 
niifbl will l» over you are to leave mv boat. 11 

There waa no village nr town in the neighlmurhood. The 
turbulent waves danced furiously to the river. The uruwls of 
tigers and Ittwww were hoard from the jungles on tin 1 hank, 
mid 1.1 I he waters the orociwUlt-i rosined in quest of prey. 
Then. Obaild left the couple us exiles in the torus t, and rowed 
hb boot humowimU 
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"Ob the pleasure-boat of my father's palace," said the 
girl to herself, “you too are going to Wv'e me ! Tell my 
molhor, 1 pmy you, tin* news of her unfortunate daughter, 
she has W» left in tlto forest as an esile by the boatmen. 
By my life, tell my father that I urn left in this jungle 
without any means of preserving life.” 

Swiftly did the liwit go out of sight. Like a wild deer 
UtijmvuLt wandered ahoufc in tire forest. " Hear me, oh wood¬ 
land/ 1 she said weeping, " carry (he message t«» my mother that 
her daughter is goiiiu to be devoured by hungry tigers.' 

Mutton —“Do tint cry, oh maiden, what does it avail to 
sorrow over your lot ? It is God's decree, who ran alter 
his d is [Hit i sat ion ? A serpent has bitten on the head. J he 
poison is already in the brain. What w ill the physician do at 
such a stag* ? For some evil we did hi our past life, are we 
here exiled to the forest 1 

“Yon are, oh maiden, like a sac red offering to the god*,—a 
dog am ! who have ventured to touch it- Is it fur tins that you 
are crying? I am hateful us a ?nri*h T and you are Indy us the 
stream of the Ganges. Hub by my lifts, I assure you, I will not 
come too near nor dare touch your feet. Here am [ in gather 
fruits from tho forest for you when yon will hu hungry, and l 
will servo you with water when you willsnlTer from thirst. Iho 
tender leaves of trees will I spread here, to make a lied for yon. 
Thu darling of the Raja are you, oh maiden, unaccustomed to 
hardships How alas l will you p iss the term of your exile 
in the forest nil alone? What a pity, that for your companion 
you have nno who is no better than a slave to you l ” 

When she beard this she wept and saiil. 11 I will cell you 
fnmkiy. dear lord of my heart, my mother has offered mu 
unto you. Though 1 may live in those woods, 1 know that. 
1 am in tire custody or my hiudwnd. Tire re Js none ebre for 
whom l would care in this wr rid. Ah mo ! Ill hick has 
brought oti us all I hew hum for l lines. How grieved am I that it 
is for me that you too arc an evile in this forest/' Lb 1-76. 
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Kdtignlid ami rTnngalid am two brother*. Their trade 
is to rateh fish with nuts. That ia thuir only employment mid 
source of income. They crvrry lriwkeU tied to their waists and 
with nets in Imwls wander about in moraines and afternoon# 
in i}ue*t of lisli by the river-sido, 

While journey in if in this way they happened to meet 
Rupavnti, The two brothers hud three wires. Ui.it riot out) 
of them had lmrm> them a child. Tin |clde-u of them was 
Puntf by She was KdngtUiiPa wife. 

Kuncnlm returning home, ml led aloud, ‘‘Come mil. Puntfi 
und see." Pnnsi came out mid looked around. 

She saw » stranger and » maiden beautiful ns a nymph. 
Sh>‘ looked like the Goddess of Fortune henclf, 

KAngdlm said, “I drugged mv net through the water* 
froui morn to f i e lmi uol even u lobster could L catch in the 
river. Hut curiously this little fluddf** of Fortum- ] picked 
up From the wayside, '1 iko her to the house with enre and 
luok after her comforts. ’ 

Pniiii I uni mother vui nor duuehter its already stated, 
She wns iilwajn unhappy for ihi-s. Shu wits riirhi ehid to 
have the fair nuidfii For her daughter, 

“ W honu daughter are yon, child; Where is your homo 
u»d who is ibis young tom with yon-" And a hundred 
questions more she naked airectimjalely 

*’ So mother™no futhur have I, nor u brother evuiu 
Uk* 1 a wood drifted by current I wander about ns luck w ould 
lead tno. My evil steers have smut me hen* as an rxilu. I was 
pacing my day In great sorrow and helplessness. it^n, 
good chance that Wt* ha\u met you : you are a mother uuU' 
mo. t crave jl lit tie shelter ul your foot,” 

V\ itliout children in the house, the world nils a void tu 
Puiuii. Hut by the* union of (hid she got a sotr iunl a 
daughter now. ami *hu rmiiulered it as her j-naitust fortune 
on the earth. ij, 
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" While jounieyitiji in thh virsv they lightened to 
mwt Ktipivsti." 
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Modau 

; ‘Qh hit dearest ! I lies leave of von for u fort¬ 
night. T iivril nt your father's palace vontinnully Tor 

*ix years 1n*t time and dill tuft take my notice of my 

parent* nil this period I dp nnt know if they fire alivc 

■ it tie ul, I Intend to p=iy n i i-al to my home fnr seeing them 

once. For a short time T wish to he uli^tnl from Iwm with 
your permit inn. 1 ' 

* * • * * 

flitfutrttfi 

* J Oh my little beet The night passu* away and the 
dawn approaches rfisi ! Black i* your colour, but vour eyes 
gleam like silver' Who is the cod that I ms made you, tnv 
little IIy. It- hover a Hunt in Urn Win-ils ' Wil) you, oh dear one* 
do me one favour ? Fly where my love is ami get some 
inline* of him. lie went uvuy promising a speedy return, 
taking lease for it lurtnichl funn me. t he moon bail fulled 
away at the time hut iunv, look to the ski she 1ms appeared 
again with her round form and yet he lift' nut Come buck 
to tut 1 .1 The fortnight is goiin nod mini her is drawing to 
its end;—hn* he forutiKen u»e, unfortunate n* ! mu 5 1 east 

my eager glance* totrunU the path morn and eve in vain 
hope t A mist of tear*, like colnvidi, covers both my eye* 
in the dark. Many a garland of lloivers did l weave for you, 
my love, and then have all faded away ! Alas my love 
Wily nro you absent leaving my expectant youth to pine 
from day to day ! My night l pass in alternate hopes and 
despairs and the day linen's on and passes t' c, keeping me 
in vuin expectations. Hero do f sit the H*e-long day looking 
to the path with un weary eyes which grow dim with du»>." 

Thus did the girl mourn in solitude. Now listen to what 
came next. 
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The Raja, meantime, announced thus by a beat of drum 
in the city and in the markets ■— 

“Whoever will find oh l my enemy who ha* brought on 
this il Us;race to my family and exposed it to scandal, lowering 
my caslej will lit; soil ably rewarded : and the miscreant will ha 
sacrificed at the altar of Kali," 

Some otic whispered this messagt? tip llupavati. 

“ Your husband has Jmaii arrested. So way there i* for 
him to escape death." 

A thunder-boll, as it were, fell on Rupavati's head and 
her heart got pierced through as if by a shaft. 

“Oh my foster-mother Punai! allow mo to deport 
hence. 

“ What have I heard—Oh what a dir* 1 newft? Allow me 
to depart hence. 

l was liora in a palace. My ill luck however has 
brought on all these ills. .Vlas ! whom shall i accuse ? Allow 
me to depart hence, oh my dear footer-mot her t 

“In the depth of night did my mutlmrofTer me to him. 
Undecided as to my course and distressed with thoughts did 
I leave the house in that dark hour of the night 1 Allow 
iuc, e!i mv foster-mother, to depart hence. 

“'the noble mansion of my father I loft and left my 
hundred servants and maid*. With my Jove as my sole 
companion I turned an exile in this forest. Allow me, oh 
my f oa ter-mot her, to depart heno. 

*■ By the grace of God I mot one who became mv foster- 
father, and for a *hnrt time I here appeared a silver lining in 
my life of sorrow. Allow me to depart. 

“1 forgot my father, my mother und all it wa- written 
in my forehead that 1 would give rip all who arc near nrul dear 
tome, Alas! how could I avoid doing sol Allow me to 
depart. 

“Oh pity ’ not once did l with my own bauds prepare 
scented betels to offer my love ! Nor by lamp light fed with 
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butter, did I hut once fix my gaze on hi" moon*like face. 
Allow me to depart, 

* l Willi ivory mats spread on the floor not once did I rest 
by his side, pleased with his company. Allow me to depart, 

*’ Not for a short while did we together live as bushtnd 
and wife in the housw. 11! luck pursues us and blasts away 
all hopes that, wo plan. Allow me to depart. 

11 For shame I did not once hang a garland of flowers cm 
his reck nor did cook for him meats of sweet salt rice and ait 
by his side to see bim oat l Allow me to depart, oh my dear 
EosUr-mothur.” 

Punfii tried her utmost to console her, but all in vain. 

ftuparati. —■*• Here do I fall a! your feet, good mother, 
and make this earnest request. Kindly take me where he 
may lie now. Where be is, thither will I go, I will be his 
companion in death- Without him I shall not—I cannot live. 

“ How unforluuatb am I that we were not spared even 
for a few days to live happily ns husband and wife. My father 
w now my enemy—it is he that has cruised me all this pain. 
My parents are behaving as if they are nobody to me I Hon* 
will I poison myself, if you do not take me to my husband, I 
will drown myself or cut my own threat with a knife. None, 
1 tell you, will be able to slop me." 

Puufii tried her utmost to poothe her unquiet mind, but 
it was so difficult! With sweat words of hope ntni con solid ion, 
however, she kept the sorrowing one in the house for that 
night. 

1-jirly next morning Punai ordered JangAliii to make his 
boat retuly. He brought il to the t/httL X'unoi with the 
crying maiden started for the city of the Raja. 

He was then holding the Durbar. Tuiiai entered Ike 
Audience Hull and stood a supplicant The two brothers 
King^Ha and Jang Alia stood behind her. 

Pimni with folded hands diluted the God Dharma and 
next paid respects to the Raja mid addressed him thus i 

SO 


m 
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1 ‘ I have n complaint to make to Your Highness. TVJiere is 
it that you have kept my son-in-law as prisoner ? And why is 
it so ? For what fault, may I ask Your Highness, hate you 
punished him thus ? " 

The courtiers ordered her to stop and asked her who that 
'Qii-in-iuw was about whom she was speaking, 

Punni could not resist her tears but began to cry help¬ 
lessly. Then with tears in her voice she said : 

M She is a very unfortunate girl, my heart breaks in giving 
an account of my daughter, 

** Oh esteemed Raja, where was it heard, that one over 
shot his pet bird with his own hands or one set fire to the 
house ht' hud himself built, or cut the plants he had himself 
planted with cave? "Where was it ever heard that one kicked 
and broke the sacred cup preserved in the temple of gods. 

“ The dark midnight hours witnessed it, when jour queen 
offered the bands of her girl to some one. That one is your 
son-in-law. b be not deserving of an affectionate tenderness? 
Like a son he is to you. "What fault can then* be on the 
part of your daughter and the son-in-law in the matter r 

" Losing her husband she is Tran tic with grief. She has 
resolved to die. she was going to drown herself ; oh, how 
difficult has it been for us to prevent your mad daughter from 
committing suicide ! 

« Listen to me, oh my lord, go to the prison yourself 
and release him at once with your own hands. Why did you 
allow this marriage if you would sentence him to death 
afterward^ ? She* was exiled to the forest* ;tnd lived with poor 
people, not her kith or kin. Alas, humble though wo are, we 
cannot conceive, how !m- it been possible Tor Your Highness 
to treat your own children in this way 1 

Punai abused the Raja in an outspoken way, while team 
still flowed down her cheeks: and the courtiers all heard her 
words silently. The Baja remembered the sweet Taco of Ids 
daughter and his humt melted into a hundred pities—tears 
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began to fall from his eyes. Thy courtiers took the liberty 
of explaining the matter to 1U$ Highness. And the Raja 
ya s persuaded to orders for their f< Tintil marriage. 

Medan w*n*elowed from the prison. Horses, elephants, 
landed estates and palatial hidings were given him as dowry. 
Ihe liaja eieoted the pair os heirs to his own palace mtd 
property. A targe building was raised with twelve gate-ways 
for their temporary residence in hi* city. 

After a while Hudau started for his own homo with 

Rupavati ma his bride. 

1 LI. 1-137. 
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PREFACE 


Kanka and Lila, a* the colophon* in Lha present to* l 
will shew, was written liy Tour pocla, ris., Raghusut, 
Damtxhir, Nay an Chnud Ghosh and Sriuath Wamya. Ibtghii- 
snl lived about *250 yi'iirn ago. Out? nf his dciCi'iiiianls, 
Shibu (raven, who*e memory was a storehouse of this 
class uf song.*, died recently. Raghusut seems to me 
to he the best of the four poets. It is he who wrote 
ninny & picturesque and exquisite line in the hm nw ^hi, such 
« “^resn c*n*tm ?tfit m] ma m mid "*irtfan m hot *? 

SIM 1 * *$ TS 1 •W" l Canto IS, IJ. 17, 

77, 78). The pout was nh inhabitant of ;ht* village Awaria 
under the Police station uf Ktuduu and four miles to the 
south-east oi Hiprapur {Bipnt Imrga), where the hero of 
the poem Kmika was horn. Ittighu silt's descendants were 
formerly professional singers of harni/rmhi songs, and for 
tlu-ir profiuiency in this cailinz. received from time to lime 
grants of rent-free lauds from the well-known zemindar' 
of fimirjpur. Shibu Uayen, son of Ktinminbrni Gavon nud a 
remote desvendmil of Kaglmsut, ivm a singer nf high order, 
nud Chandra Kumar says that many of the W nmthi song?, 
unmatched fur poetry mid pit Los, wire lost to My mousing, 
nn the day when he was cremated in the tuilslcirts of the 
village A warn about dfi years ago. They urn pKtuh or 
boatmen by caste, the title 1 Gnyen' suffixed to their names 
means ‘singer 4 whose profession they have adopted. 

Hy far tlltt greatest portion uf this Iwlbul was written 
by ttaghusut and Dumodnr. The names of Nay art (.'hand and 
Sriunlli ETnmya occur only fn a few colophons 

This ballad has (men influenced by Sanskrit men' than 
many others of this elaas uf songs. The poet Kayan Clwnd 
particularly introduces Sanskrit similes tn the description 
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of rt (vanity and proceeds in many passages on lb* linos 
lA cin-sir writers. Il Ie r however, curious to note that in the 
pnem of <fny ('lujnlcit mid ('itniiilnvv/iti, written hv this pwd, 
tin' "t vb *ean»s to iw quite free from «!l Sanalcrilie influence 
mud h<'iti" ii tl&vouT of turn! iwsbIiu'W Hint sitnpllcity. the 
jx*>t Sri tint 1 1 Uiiuh a is guilty of fi tittle faasuotumetB which 
o iioM not lisrfi noticed at nil, hut fur tlio fact that aimDflt 
nil ills rest of these Whets elevate vis Hv their teTeral; pure 
iiUtrnl tone and liigh otWmtl dignity, We ilu not menu to soy 
that this ballad is strikingly erotic or repelling to our i esthetic 

imr contrasted with I he stiff air and, dignified style of the 
1.1 her lore-tales of this hind, this one seems to have occasionally 
been written in a somowhnl Hit lit vein, ami the subtleties of 
me la physical cspTe*-.sitin* indulged in by Sayan Ghosh, hero 
iJ] suited the atmosphere of these popular talus, the essential 
and characteristic beauty of which U simplicity and a plain 
unadorned language. 

The story is tuld with lively enthusiasm and the characters 
are all well-conreived and developed, In most of the other 
ballads collected from My m cosing; the heroine is by far 
the most striking character All other figures appear like cliiTs 
end summits of n lesser height and contribute chiefly to forming 
n background from which she is shown iviik advantage. But 
here though Lila the maid, Lila the lover and Lila the heroine 
is the most charming nf the lot, the character of Gnrga and 
Thai of Kanfca are no negligible factors. 

The pathos, as in the other Imliads, centres toward* the 
And upon tin* heroine who reminds us of V D. Hemnm’ line 
" A rose'* brief but life of joy. such uuto her was given " 
The description of Hie mouth*, the ftrtrfljmnrA), i-* full of noble 
p<Mltrv, (he beauty of which. 1 must confess, has l>een 
ill-preserved in my poor translation. 

It is a historical Tuil lad ; the characters were all-living men 
and women. Kanka is a well-known name in the literary his¬ 
tory of My morning. HL “ Malayar Barantathi ’* is still sang 
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by tilt* peasants of tin* otislnrn part of the District. I have 
Ijecu able lu recover s-erapR only from this jionsj. But 
f 'lmiidm Kumar notin's rue thru ho will are Ion? M-eim; ilu* 
«uiirc pooifa for mo. We hare, however, secured the whole 
of K:tiifca> \ idyn .Sumtarn — the first of its kind in Bengali. 
Kanfca tnut horn, ns I bar- iilrmtly stated, at Eftpftigtum 
(Bipm Imrgru on flic IUji. There is some t.meu of tint village 
novr. But tho Itiiji i llrijushufirl) which u*>'d to flow down 
flm village Inis slightly iltcriKj her course, ft now runt along 
the outskirts of Komtirn 

3?rnut n reference given in the poem itself and from the 
tradition current in the locality we surmise that Kartkn was 
a enntemporary of Oliniinnyn. In one place of the song we 
find the couplet (Cunto SO, LI. Q5<60) " ftrrts v9$\ mturnrs 
31^1 if? Wi -f* and in another place 

(Canto 30, Ll. 19-20) we have H (T! CrW C’JltH 

m t Pit *tt aft esftfl at 3 tt ft )'• Of course we do not 

urge that although the li&tlnd ns a whole it! based ou historical 
facta, the detail* are io he .iccepted ns true in every case. 
But here lies the evidence for what it u worth t and the 
tradition current in the country sulatantintes it. If Kanka 
Wft* a con temporary of Chiutanya, he flourished in the sixteenth 
century mid lived u little before the time when Bangshi Da* 
mid Ins gifted daughter Chaadiwnti wrote the Manasar 
Bhasnu uinl other poems. 

I believe that a hi I lad describing the love of Katika and 
Lila was composed immediately after the tragic incident* 
hail taken place. The present one is, it seems to me, a 
revised version of the old story partly embellished hv later 
writers on a classical model. The trtpnrfi metre which we 
find in the poem seems to he an innovation, for in very few 
cases of these indigenous songs of My urn wring do we come 
across this metre, The rustic poets generally preferred the 
» c l irly only who occasionally took 

recourse t« fri/wdi in order to introduce pathetic incidents, 
?7 
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We have found instance* of iriputli occurring in Bmigshi Dm’s 
M anashur Bhasan, Bangshi was n great Sanskrit scholar. 

Then btc some other versions of the poena of Lila and 
Kotik* extant in Mymensing, in which the last scene in the 
life of the unfortunate heroine is differently put. One 
pool describe* Lila os having hung herself on the bough of 
a hizat tree, uuabie to Iwur Imr grief. Another version says 
that Lila did not actually dl- though she wwon the point of 
death, but lived to he once more restored to Ranks. Tragic 
ends became out of fashion with the poets of Brahminic 
UeuaUsance, *nd hence some of the later pneU have yielded to 
the taste or the age by altering the situation described in the 
last canto. We have found druiUr manipulations taken 
recourse to in regard to some [Ujpul ballads. 

Before i conclude I must sty a word more about Kanka 
the poet , who figures In the present poem, as the boro of a 
lovo-tale. Most of the facts of hi* early life as found in this 
haHml are given in an outline in the Introduction, written hv 
himself, to his famous poem the Vidya Siuukra. This work 
is called "Satyn Pirer KatM" just ,w Bharat Chandra's poem 
is called "Annate Manual." W- rind reference to this poem 
ol " Siitya Pirur Kntha" in I he present Isnllad and learn 
from it that it whs written at thu command of a Pir who had 
made a mowjue at ttipragram and lived there for some time. 
Thanks to the unflagging zeal of Chanda Kumar, the whole 
of this poem on Sotyapir “ By Rimka, the [foot " has hcen 
recur ared- Close to Ulpngnm, I here is a small marsh called 
DhftLeshwari. On one of \U ddes i* n pastoral field named 
Pmiuh Pirer Kinda; tht mosque "f the Pir tin evidently built 
on this plot or land. A stone held sacred by the local people 
still exists there and b called jis " i h** Pir’s stone.” 

For satisfying the curiosity of those readers who may lie 
wiUtDg to know what the subject matter ol Kanka's Vidya 
Sundara is, 1 beg to subjoin herewith ■*. abort summary of the 
popm. 
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EATYA PIRER KATE A a* Yl&T A^CTSD ARA 
B* 

Rave Kami 

Uiljftt 4 n h tb» R*J*of Eulurd DEiij tcii nrf ItanH- Irhnn-.K ™j u HfartiiA*<0 

for mi h*rit,L ttol u« Sinus, Supitc i*t hi* w**Hh 4h J pewr H- ihB 

Futt^bti, b^t »i pTOTrtd of m iTtif Tift* fc* pu^ht tn^ half *f sh* 
grni 1W4 Who JiniSE in ii.r. Kiga yfli Hid in Ih* UfoycM kmi^OrW Tlwy 
mfufrl mAE!} ;*¥■**,. »iid inwh y*o» And *oodi wf* bura*. Ij^e jmj C ihhI chi* out ..«! th* 
THU y tif llur *ft«* Hhi Rijn cotilii HOl f«t mj -child bf iWt fodp tlw the Kaj*» 

laofidtt Ed Pfhilr iw*7 hi* mod if difWfion, **HE B-btrMkc sii 1-^'r iwi ill4 m*E ih*ri 

i NahtEtiabn Kr Win wnothPT fcli*w Saty* Fa iiimMlf. By bE| IdciaiBgi hteWwd 

to *« * wonderfully htndtmm tftly Sjkg <h * itlplwi k its lwe*L 11# 

brm$hl It bora* uul kS*r*d it tuUun cMitf i|iiMu. Sta wh plM**4 with iba liubj. hot 
tba ibeonbld LitsL HKW|tt IS, M IbHT* Wft* mi itnowinj; haw gii*v*d Lu pora^t* weni 
taring toil Ibiir ELllV trcMHpi> Th* S*j* **id lhp( Ifer. Imby iw t gifl fremt * gr**A Pif f 
»*hn iliEHlld Ml nn tmham'y ha l u M jAi ft f tt flvtf it ita^Ura* n^ald mat llftpn k lb* 
It*]*. 1 * *rorif Urn l iMikieii Ljit j**|, li 3 Lihi*.imcttk tbrittghoflL lb* whok Ufcdi 

IhAt ft (iHSf fctt^ WlU FnruaLi m * fur-ii . If Bitj nut tUfruul ft dad Aiulll I ru hi Nn fbim, 

Ui® h*by w&iilil bfl *nmdt c.n-iT rn .1 liiini. Far m*ny * Sat ifc" ^nvir beai unc iupi:in K 

Um >tiJ * r^H* mb* fcarwnnl ckkiiu Lh* ifllJj" thm it Thi* IJ.t «r-Ma wjii ^iEiitiod 

itorilf now uoctpl shp EnLrv wlfthaM nutiinf btf v-^ta ifact 

Th* habf ^rsiW iu Umr tH> Lu tba Sill ri H *i mm *-^L Aim! Lbl . 1 i L4L Meom|>Hlllpd (rtidi'i! Oh 
-irtb, Bui th# !E.fl j,i. wlu L al I iflomtMd ta tv&Ev StSi Pul* to tho Pir M> mi Ting tt 
•Jin dtf, fbrBTOl lt» pfjmliii, Uilarl U * thfi FfUcfl who limt i;™ to taut 1 C th# 

r„ m t ],m hi* w*y uni! KO* iniiLimJf ArfMimftfd fmr, hi* A^pnnWi *nd hii *rmj- 
dill not TWUITO to lb# to ill* £tr*l -ieipiir «r Id* 

TIm i*rti-l IfMm Li* P*ojiJ«h tttk*T ii Lrae, ffnully wham «uti# 

T^-u i-#*y wit 1 1 hit lififm wbloli wm out c-f Hit Quhlut ofitBiand. Th* Pjt 
*l«(icmd EO b:wi Hiii 'tinKliun M eo vh* pine# wl^rr h« notlld [fui ifcy k™- bttk 
H*1 ICOOP^Ttfflj irannk:! a ^i-ust .tfnl! in.S tl 1 m‘ micEiOtl l' - L SEJ f.f ClftttifiLi*, MaHbkil^l 
by th» Pff. 

Th# SiAltS- -it iiiu PttUCT WM 3t-:EAiJ*TA. Uld tllU E*jA flff * d*IIght#f 

ilmdihI Vidy* guedum miURHl ll*n ol tit FrfnCtli wiihoai fcaqwkj[ it to bq «■ 

B* in* vtrr JuQth iAIitfaftl by Llb worry inri jpm-wrjr, *m1 *Firp( imd*r t tr« Ebm. Th« 
TTHi-rfi* of th* Hps'lim ijm# IhflT* in lh* m^*ud'S'rfi» mvd F#EI itt M*# iL (lnt » 4 ftal~ 

Though fimilan m.E 4 ihftt b- »** ^ nM flfdowr uH timi- hb waj iaw, Tfdjr* 

wnuEd by yo olmu UturT* It ami ofloml bBftuil eo him Tbrosysh Ihs hirlli of a How. 
*ernui Euc*fctfl« h^t^Hn Eti-nNi wm AhCrti BOCfi thwr, tad VfdyF ind Saudtn 

w«n mirnti] iwlng in :tm ISau ifnu t a *yr-»im Si&t^ ^;rf K ‘hof miti ***rj dnf. 

«udndkvnUftlhhri«lr.M4 mm* mJ (W* urn Him t- ^ *j[ Uir flu^ 

*'crmii; In tb* mriii 1 1 'TV whi»^z* van unnl Lu Lh» ohoUl lbii Rltrm. tcid 

Mtimw n **Q*6t Tb* Htj:- and fall rl i«o mm* » !pW ^ >t At U*i 

ihu i*boW pulie* Lift* wm rdpt+jed mi *m«mnifl: oils ifcji yoftth who htl hi-ld« hli™n 
En ft (JlfiTM* pi lew BB tW s i 4 b* lArt jM ! ■ | W> lUw' Bat Hk* V 

1 **t and kmnqffa fc twfm th# 5 U d u li^mid ic By 'Lr mi* dF iS:m F;t tod iL* 

|Ml|t3L^By bcriLB hy ^Ttn! wltfljiisHi Bnhltft howiiivp, t^tttalbhtd Iub iaaoraacai aad| 


wh r^ihMHrl. If ii borifl, Kifr Li11 mtwt (»4 «snl4 s*n- *t7it ri«| 

|1 ii anr.rn mrosrfit*-^ n* aU\ ftiHUfr. lHwkpB-U wvmX if n» mm Uihl^ 'kn&ipsi. b> iJi* 

ij11■ | ill*! <■■ ■ n *' ii' ■ ■■ ,,t M|n ijirnu'ii ijml L1.1 r L-i>iik t, Lies l. j: kmI.il It '1 Lrir 

■|joti 1 t'j>r.i; iJiaj i in the till uf Chiti(H;ilih, yfLtr itIiTlK I fir t'riii. fifdJturtl ’"'^.li lili ImAn 

t<i hjf father'i ^l9qcv + 

TIli Vuji o( Msp Mir tn^r.irn wiitolr • : i i jiithi r in Ii ■ “■ "ii.? 47 nftrr rh n . -i j*py ni 

From the iiibovci summary of the pontn hy Kmtka, one 
may suppose that it L* a piece of folk-lore pore nutl *imple. 
Bul the details have been rendered *o lienutifiiUy that the 
tale baa transcended the limits of folk-lore and reached the 
domain of true poetry. It in write n In a simple and elegant 
sty Ur, and no iudelkocy or Iwifl kate mars the charm of flic 
lore-tair though the very u:mi— if the hero and the heroine 
inevitably bring in such association*, on account of the erotic 
treatment of the subject by some of I,he Inter poet- 

The Satya .l*ir cult, which originated during tlie reign of 
Uuwki Saha iti Bengal in the early part uf ih- sixteentU century, 
was not accepted hy the Hindus without some opposition, 
Here i» this ballad itself we 11ml licit when the relation 
between the Hindus and Mahomedim* in tv particular locality 
became estranged, the former some times burnt the poems in 
honour of Saty* Fir. Kanka was mi» of the earliest exponents 
of the Silva Jir-cuh and com posed the poem when he was 
scarcity above his U-yita. 

I have surveyed the characters of the ballad in my 
introductory chapter. The feeling* of Lilt, I Irnve therein 
stntesl, are complicated tike those of Malanchu-mtUu of tlio 
folk-lore. Iti the beginning Ula regarded Kuuka ns Auue ilid 
Kuoch Arden; thou Lila's feeling became sisterly und both felt 
the same lUiul affection for trarga, ami as the intensity of this 
fueling increased it developed into » romantic passion without 
the least element of sc nn nous ness. She was never ashamed of it, 
as in the white heat of her aolMess devotion llmre was no tire of 
uartbly passion. Her feelings are absolutely pure and innocent 
which are shown in omitra-L with the wilim—- of the Brahmins, 
to which she, the child of Nature, eventually succumbed. 
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I have bod to notice more than onc« one fixture in 
connection vr iLh the language of these runl songs. In many 
places the rhyming U perfect though on account of a difference 
between the Spoken farm* of words and their recognised 
written forms the rhyming sometimes appear? faulty. The 
word for instance is premnnuced as ^ in the currant 
dialect of Mymenfingp It litis been I lie ref ore aptly used to 
rhyme with 'f* and ippi. The word OTI is pronounced as 
hence it is made to rhyme with words like and ^T. 
Those who are mmoquaiuted with these features of the spoken 
dialect of Eastern Hangul, may find fault with the rhyming 
of some of the verses. But it will not be fair to dn so. 

In conclusion 1 hog to add that there are three 
preliminary hymns attached to ihv text, c£r„ by Divmodar Has, 
Xuyan Chmul Ghosh, and by Shilui Gaycti respectively, The 
hymns are muni or toss on the line.*) of that of Clmudrnvafi 
given m the Iwgiiiniug of *• Mnliw," I have not translated 
them into English ai they do not possess any poetical or 
historical value. Lila and Kanku is complete in 1,122 line*, 
divided into 23 cantos; there are besides 5i lines of the 
prelim imu’y hymns in I lie loginning of tint poem and 12 
lines of verse containing a prayer of the minstrel for reward 
nnd blessings from hi* audience, given fit the end of the ha]hid. 
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KANKA AND LILA 

L Birth op Klhu vsn D&vtb of a is Parekts. 

CAuma ,—" Human lifts is a raw biassing, it may l>e that 
we may not have this human form in our nrjt life," 

At the village of Bipmput there was a poor Brahmin 
named Gunamj who lived by Wiring, He begged from doer 
to duor ami brought home in the evening what he got during 
the day. Hi* wife Basumati w a* it virtuous woman devoted 
to him mid known fur her chaste aud pure life, i n course 
of time a son was Iwm to the pair, and the mother guv** him 
Lhe name of Ktuika. They were so poor that they found no 
menus in bring the child up The poet lament* “ Some have 
a son, but have no means to rear him up, while others caimmf get 
one (who have plenty),” On an auspicious day a palm leaf 
was brought am! the mother gave the baliy the name of Kanko 
and duly recorded it on that leaf. When the baby was only 
six months old, its mother Basiitmti died. Cumtraj ivas ill 
greiil (lUtresw, There was none to look after the Ijahv when 
he went to k*g. The Brahmin could not long hear bis bereave 
ment and worry. He too died a short while after. "Such 
it the cruel decree of fait*," *m’v the poef N’aynu (.’bumf. 

Chon uv— 11 0 mother 1 where bast tilOO gone leaving ilia 
child helpless in tin* ocean of life/* LI. 1-24- 


2 . I Ik 1!* may hki m m a Cm*m>.u 

No ow auiongst the Brahmins cams forward to taka 
the charge nf the liahv, a*- lie was duchtnal Ul lie an ill- 
starred uno, liar a Ghatuiitl (.the jowmif. caste amongst thy 
Hindu*) ww. moved with cunijMSsinti and look the unclaimed 
child to Ins hunew. The name of thin tintn n»i Alurari and hU 
wife was called Kaushulyo. They became fattier and mothe 
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to the child who remembered no ether. He was quite happy 
with his m>w parents. Thu pout Rcighttsut says “ Se« thr< 
fruaks of fate, a Brahmin’s son thus, becomes a Cboithd " 

When Kniika g»w to lie a Inti of five yearn, llie CUambl, 
his foster-father, died of * tirakha jar * (fever of the nature of 
typhoid). The chaste wife abstained from alJ food ami would 
not shut her eyes for grief for some nights. Within a short 
time she too loft this world. Sara the poet, '* Wherever the 
Ud found a temporary shelter, the ground proved slippery 
under Ids feet. How would he live now V' 

There on the cremation ground ot his deceased foster-father 
and mother, the lad lay like one dead, crying in utter 
helplessness, None was there to take hint to a house, or 
feed him in that forlorn state. For two days be lay on the 
iAitun than without fowl or drink, 41 But," says the poet, *' who 
can kill one whom God will preserve? '* Id, 1-39. 

3. KANKA OKI'S A SltELTKH IX TI1E HOT7SE OF THE 
ltRAUMTX GaRGA. 

(’horn#: "-VJj? 1 death will not come a 1 * a relief to me 1 
It seems my life is a string of tr-irs.' 1 

There whs a great Brahmin scholar in the country, versed 
in the Leilas and known for his piety amt spotless cbaruct i.t. 
He was called Gwi ga t he sage. One day lie mss returning 
home from the house of a disciple vvhuii ho chanced to 
see tilts child rolling in the mud on tint croiuatiDn ground , 
half-dead with hunger and fear. Ho instarnly tookhim up 
by the hand, and with his sitcrwl namabate# (lit., jl string of 
names—an outer garment in which the nnmn dT god* tiro 
inseritMid) he wiped the dust and mud from the child's face 
and brought him to his home. His wife Gayntri Uevt wns 
right glad to have the child fur she hud tin son. The orphnn 
found a mother in her and the childless mother found n child 
in him. She fed him with butter and milk. 8he afTecUonately 
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gHV« him the mime * Gcpul' and showed great action. Tim 
lad was appointed to tend a imw that belonged to the hou*e. 
In the morning ICutiku went to the field With the cow and 
when late in the ufiorncuti he returned, Gnyntri trought 
ripe lsattanas and thickened milk that she had kept stored for 
him and fed the lad with her own hands. Hi* amiable nature 
and good manners pi rawed everybody. “Hu uusiiuiry wan 
at* sharp," sty* lire poet, "that though so young, lie had 
already learnt tunny Sanskrit sfaAro from Pmrga. 

Thu 11 rah min ttarga fluting the tad exceptionally 
intelligent began to teach him Sanskrit when he reached hfe 
tenth year. In the mornings and nights the I >oy thus received 
his lessons from Gatgn, and in the noon time he tended the cow 
in the pasture* of Bipragmm. Ll - l * 2L 

L Disaster after Disaster. 

But Imppeaed n dir** rfltAffp to the liul; tsayatri 

Ih-vi, Garga’s wife, suddenly died of .uimll-po.v. Says 
the poet Hughuatit, " The lord preserved his life only ro afflict 
it with miseries one after another." Tigers and wild bn Haloes 
would not kill him. even ihe witches of tlm forest did not 
end his days m they dill of *<> many people Uko a weed 
carried hy the tide, hH wandered about helpless, having lost 
a mother, this third time. Now Gargn had n daughter named 
Lila, Sh>.’ was only eight years old. She was in deep grief 
having lost her mother. But all the more slm could now 
sympathise with I he orphan Knnku, Says the poet. " Because of 
her own nlHietion, she could now truly feel the grief of Kanka. 1 * 
The two lived in the house like brother awl nistcr. If the Cue 
wept, the oilier consoled. Lila would never Imielv her mewl until 
Kankn hud eaten. They wandered about the tie Ids, plumed 
wllli turh uthei's company. Lib did not like that Kiiuku 
should go to the Held* in the *mi for tending the cow, Shu 
could not liear to part with him even for * few hour*, 80 
lung as thi* lad did not return *hu spent anxious hours in grout 

as 
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rest-teas nr-*. Sometimes tears would bo seen flowing down 
her cheeks and al others she would wait at the gate wistfully 
looking towards the field. She lintl no mind in her household- 
work, which was often left tin fin is lied. Hut when Katika 
returned home with the cow. her face brightened with a smile 
and taking a fan adorned with mica in her hand there she 
would sit near him offering her kind semens. Id, 1-20, 


5. Lila stein into ueb Youth. 

Playing, laughing and talking all day long, thus did they 
pass their childhood. And nnw she stepped into the golden 
period of her youth. Like when the flood runic* to ;t river 
in August, thr hanks cannot keep the rising water in 
check, the growing charms of Lila now overflowed, jm it 
were, aSt physical bounds. Her glowing beauty was like 
the moonbeams of October, that penetrate into the depths 
of a river and show* its bottom. When she Mood under « 
tree her beauty brightened thy spreading shades Inflow. If she 
touched the ripples of a river, it appeared ns if niombeams 
played on them, The merchants stopped th'dr boats to have 
a sight of her face . and thy silent wayfarer «s he passed by, 
stopped to look at her and for a moment became transfixed to 
the spot. The curling hair simuitimrs hid and some times 
showed her fare. like the clouds of a rainy night alternately 
covering and disclosing the moon. The dowers hid themselves 
under the leaves, smitten with shame at the sight of this 
glorious human flower. Hut unmindful of her beauty she eared 
not to bind her tre-e* nor did 'bo care for her druse. 11 "Whence 
has this mad overflow ol youth come upon far?” asks the 
pool. Her motion whs graceful like that of the water of a full 
pitcher, which waving to and froiri the carrier's a rms, yet keeps 
to the brim and dm- not overflow. She wan a tiling of joy like 
a star I Hat appears I rum the evening cloud, or a pomegranate 
flower gently touched by the wind, 
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Like ft solitary flower in lhe forest did she bloom in this 
reifion. " It is youth, 1 * says Nay an Chand the poet, *' which 
never comes before its time, nor can be stopped when it posses 
awnv." On the luniks of the Bajeswari often (lid the maiden 
stand to look x*t the dark waves, but as often she saw 
herself mirrored in the transparent water, lirr now charms took 
her by furprise each lime and she returned home with her 
pitcher abruptly lest they should lake other* also by surprise. 

In the home of Oargn Kjinka was happy. The scholarly 
Brahmin had now given him a sound education. He was now 
venutd in the Puranas and the Sum Litas tw\ had mastered 
rhetoric and several other branches of study. He had ijesides 
bar at a hundred ballads and songs known as baranwhi*. 
He sang them and played on his Hub- The songs were mostly 
hU ng in the him hot mode. The very leaves of the trees seemed 
to feel a thriU hi respond to hb *w«ei voice and the waves 
of the river flowed in a contrary course to listen to it. 

Often did the youth return from the meadows with hi* 
cow, and Lila stood gazing at the path to see hiui coming 
Shw did nut like that lie would go to thu meadows every day. 
She wiped the dust from hi* face and fainted Uim She wept 
uver the cruel *igns of thorns in his feet, Whon he delayed 
hi the fluid* she would murmur to herself. ' How cruel is it 
to make your Lilft watt alone in the house and weep! n 

Heboid, Suravi, the cow, is returning from the held. 
Prom far >he music of his flute comes floating iu the air. 
■■ You have come buck fatigued, your hair has grown wet hy 
the sweat ” As she stud tins she entered her room to bring 
a fan. And Kinks spread a part of bis cloth mul Uy down 
in the compound l.q 

<}. TuK I’ftV.ACHIH or TIUI SaTV* Pin Cut.T. 

At LbU time (here came a Mfthomednii pit' in licit village. 
H<- huil L ft mu«|uv in it-' outskirts, and for the whole day sat 
under a 111* tree. Th^ whole spice he cleared with care so 
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that there wu- not one tuft of gra** toft. Hi* iMXw soon 
spiff id fur unit wide. Everybody tidied of the occult powars 
that In* fiL If n sick wan culled uti him he ivouid 

cure him ut omf hy (hi!*t ot sumo trifle touched by him. fie 
rend and spoke Lite innermost (bought* of a man before he 
opened bis month. He took n little dust in his Iwnd and out 
of it prepared balls to the astonishment of the hoys and 

glrU who gathered round him. They greatly relb hod (hew 
prewLii s from hi.ro. Hundreds of men and woman came ovary 
day tu jHiy him (heir ruspeOf-- Whatever they wanted they 
miraculously goi fromthw saint, l^rpirSit^iiTe of rtec, iroitf and 
other delicious Lunl, goat*, chicken* md fowl* e;un> in large 
quantities to hi* doom. Of these offerings, fire pir did not 
touch n hit hot freely distributed all amongst the poor. 

LI. 


7- Ka>‘KA St FK'I'S THE Prn. 

The cow gm/.ed at a distance and Kankn was ploying on his 
flute silling under a tree. The sound whs so sweet I imr men 
and lrays crowded there to hear his songs. The birds silently 
sat on the houghs of the near trees and would not move, 
charmed with them. Tim cuckoo ceased to sing listening to 
the flute, find youth seemed to return to old men at the 
sound. Women, who went L> feidi water from llm river. left 
their pitchers ilcviliug in tho stream, and forgetful of them# 
stopped to hear the tlut*-. 

Frnm where he played oji the flute, the mosque of the 
pir was not fur away. Every day l lie sainl heard l lie siveel 
songs played h >u the flute by l he young man, old he felt a 
igmi desire In sec the singer. He sent a man and called 
(tanka to him one day. Al hi* request Kankft played on hi* 
ti de. The subject wan Malayar Awowwaa/ii of the lad’s own 
composition. 

The saintly person win greatly moved hy the (lute* 
player's soncs, that he shed tears over them, liotli of them 
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liked one* another: r.1i« young man wa> drawn by the sermons 
of lilt’ jin' tiild Mil- latter by thy youth * ' i p*t snugs. 81 every 
day I he c«w man left to grante in r 1 n ■ pasture*, mini Kunk’i sut 
til tin; feel lit the pit for lion r.i together. Tllu mill 
man Hat. pleased ivitU I he usability, hiiidligenf' un<t the 
accomplishment* of the youth. His nature was so amkbit* 
that up one timid help loving Hint. The pit wonted the youth 
to hy near him always, .in il K.nnkn tv ho was already nd meted 
by 1 ho gr.-teidlin words of the wi*e urn, on* long became his 
disciple ;ttni tf;i? initiated into the esoteric ortjed of the fakir. 
Ho found the Iwy to ho Indeed .1 remarkable one; 41 i'roparly 
guided ho trouId snnn he able to arrive at the true knowledge 
of life and death.” Say? Damodar Das tin; pmst, “This lmy 
is no) an ordinary due. He t* like a lily sprung from the 
mud Flo will throw a lustre on the family in which he 
was horn Ijj* his imblu <| null ties.” Lt. 1--10. 

8. Kaska onfiKHVps Strict Privacy. 

The jeweller knows his stone and the goldsmith his gold. 
The saintly men can easily detect Rood qualities in others. The 
pir performed tsome miracles by his occuli powers and Ktinka’s 
mind became filled with wonder. His admiration and love for 
him grew from day to day and at noon time ho made it a point 
every day to sit «t his feet to receive instructions. He touched 
his feet at the time of coming and going anil showed him 
respects in other ways which a disciple only pays to hLs Guru, 

Hut more than that. Kaoka forgot the tenet# of his own 
religion und violated the rules of caste. if** ate at the plate 
from uliich the pit- had taken his food. He submitted to 
initiation and olect«*d the pit his f?ifror This dire news 
nobody gave to (jarga, for Kanka's eon auction with his Gilru 
was so lung kept, strictly private. He took the pit** .i^cd 
and dedicated his life ro him. Says the poet Damodar Da*, 
It i* a JiEgti of growing spirituality in a man t» place implicit 
confidence on the Gum.” 
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9. Kaxka, the Pant. 

'Hie p ir planted with Rimka ordered him to write a 
poem on Sat pa Ptr ‘ «ind went away from that land. He wrote 
the poem which ■>< kmi enjoyed a ^rs-ii! celebrity. Fallowing the 
instructions of the pit, copies of il he el renin ted to places fur 
and near. There were hundreds of men wul women who 
now admired the poetical style of Kan If a, and the youth was 
no longer called :i cowherd hut became known nil Over the 
country ns “ hank* the poet.” Hindus and Mnhomedans 
equally appreoLtitml the poem and there were enthusiasts who 
spread his fame in distant countries by Their ardent praises. 

One mig.it now suppose, that bunko's future was bright¬ 
ening and that hotter days were in "tore for him. The pout 
Jlughusut says, " No, one wb<> is born in furrows is destined 
to be happy ever after in bis life." 1*1. 1-18. 


ID Thk QcRATION Of ftlt-SVoniWii 11 lit TO TJ 1 K 
Brahmin’s Status. 

Now no one was more pleased with Kanka’s literary 
fame than Qargn himself, though he knew nothing n limit 
the youth's connection with the pit. 

One day Garga called nil the iJrnlim ins of the locality 
to hi* house and said, "Tins Knnka nf ours is the son of a 
H mil min, cm every one knows, ills only fault in that when 
he was a mere Iwthy and did not know how to distinguish 
between good and had. lie was reared up in the house nf a 
chtuuktl. 'This may 1 >h forgotten iuid Forgiven and wo limy 
once move lake him to cafte.” 


1 flat mul l.b Iu» ■ |-sn_Lc».I (J l.Uv ivlfj J'li'cfelt * tilth Iftr* pUllbL# 
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The Brahmin Nando and other orthodox members if 
hi 14 community shook their hods anil -:iul in a linn tone, “ "We 
do not agree. Hitt, Sir. us yrai love the hoy, ymi may giiv US 
up and live with him/' 

The orthodox Bnihmin* o (fared n strong opposition 
and argued* "One, who though horn of Brahmin parents, takes 
food at the house of u /timwlttl, loses all id aims ott the 
Brahma me status. If we tolerate a breach of rules on this 
point, iv t! shall thereby hr oak our whole social fabric* If a 
Mower fails on the ground, does anybody pick it up fnt 
ottering it to the gods ? " 

Such was the view nf u party. But there wore others 
who reared Gnrgu, They knew the "rent piety of the man 
and bis influence over society. Outwardly they gave 
their assent to Gargu's proposal, but behind bis back 
conspired to frustrate his intent inn. Gurga tried his utmost to 
convince the Ibiiiininsrif the fairness nf his proposal and argued 
liisca.se well But the Brahmins could nut be unanimous 
ill their opinions* And the verdict of the assembly was not 
generally in Kun kit's favour. Some mid, “ l.ite us take 
him hack," others shook their head and would not agree. 
There were great discussion* even outside the society of 
Brahmins uutnc standing for and others against Kan to. 
The cry went, “ fanik, how the fhtmdnl becomes a Bmlunin." 
And ( iarga’s house wus on the brink of being burnt down 
by the tire of animosity which was roused. Gnrgn. the 
saintly Brahmin and Kauka had to pay ihe penalty. The 
Brahmins now deliliemtely tried to ruin Kaiika. Id. 1-30, 

11, Tiik CoshriUAcr against (Cask*. 

The hostile Brahmins contrived all means, fair and foul, 
to do harm to Gargn. They spread scandal everywhere. 

11 Visi hi] ik U uuiWrwuMhtf ihm In' wr*i «ij I in k IHtshc i» llr? tatIM #f ffrwu * 
-TiyinLI HTfll (PllLArtF niatl eifpi .p, r ! hiTw^i-rT hi-nurflir h»V* '"IT! Irrarri-I 
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” Kuuka," said they, “ wm not only adopted fvi a non by a 
fikanditl' but has liven initiated into the Mahomedun faith 
by the titr ” 

The popular sentiment grew strong every dny by the 
pMsttifamt effort* of the gonadal-man gem. The people in fury 
tore the poem of Satya Pir that Kanka hod written. Some 
threw the book into fire. " It is a book which propound* 
the Mahomedim creed,” said every one, “A touch of the 
book in profane " mid the Hindu* at whose liouso the book 
was found, were compelled to through a regular penance. 
But the worst was yet to come. They spread Ihe most cruel 
scandal about Lila saying that site had -airrendered her youth 
to Kaukn. Those of the Brahmins who knew nothing of the 
scriptures, nor observed miiidh;fn and other Brahman ical rites, 
tvlio ate meat and drank wine and were depraved in every way, 
became the most forward In branding poor Lila with the 
grossest infamy, and they established their charge with lies and 
false evidences in such a manner thn! even Garga, the pious 
Brahmin, could not help believing in what they said. Thu* 
did the rather doubt the character of bis innocent child who 
knew not the wily ways of the world. 

When the suspicion of the old Brahmin was ccnlirmed 
by false evidences they had got up, his naturally upright 
nature burnt with in dig nut ion. " h is by milk then that I 
him* ruptured a venomous snake/’ lie thought. M if I drive 
him from the house it will not be enough, I must kill him 
with my own baud,* 1 Says the poet KughUMiL, 11 In his great 
rage he could not discriminate lie tween a friend and a foe, 
but determined tu take violent and drastic stepi.” 


la, A.TTRHrn* rn kiu Kanka ajmj l,tu. 

" First i will kill Kauka and next Lila,** Im mid to 
liinnwlt, “and then u» a peimtu-u fur my sins, l will throw 

myself into iir<- ui'I put ati end to my life, 1 ' 
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The shame of (he family-scandal and lineal: answer thus 
maddened Garga. He wandered about for a time in the 
fields and near the river in ah unsettled Mate of mind. He 
called: UU to Ilia presence and said, “Take the pitcher and fetch 
water from the river without delay. The temple has been 
defiled, I dreamt a dream that my irod tft yobs? to leave 
the temple "really disgusted with n». Bring water instantly, 
so that with my own hands ] may wash the templr-flnor. 
For ihe Iasi linn* I will 'it »o worship Hiw” 

Lila permred a harshness in the voire of her father which 
frightened her. Tenra sprang to her eyes. In her great fear she 
could not A'k her fattier as to wrliH it. was that had given rise to 
such a temper tn him. She went forthwith to the iivor-stdo ns 
her father had hidden her do, 11 Why is my father so angry 
to-day t Never before this did he speak in ine so rudely»’* 
This wan h>*r thought, mid her eyes were full of tear* and 
quite hHtuted by them so that she could scarcely see the path. 

Then as she walked on, 'he heard thn voice of her father 
from behind. ITe said, M Stop, keep the pitcher hero and go 
hank, T will hrinsr the water myself. The offerings reserv’d 
for my god hive been defilwl hy a dog which ate from 
them.'* * 

With the pitcher in his hand the Brahmin went to the 
TXifJ’tfhat and brought water himself. He cleared the temple 
and wished the tl.i-.«■ with care. Then he herame satisfied that 
everything was made holy it guru. He threw away the flower* 
gathered by LiW ns unholy. He washed the stone Sulgr who 
( tin* emblem of the gnd Yi$mi) and the tlirnue on which 
it was placed. And then hu sat Lu worship. After finishing 
lik fntj>* he went to the {lining room. On nllmr days when 
lin sat (town to break fust he used tn call Lila tn him 
affect innately >ilie fanned him while he ate hiu) at I ended him 

1 Tli* n+*tm r4 ih* HnvMnln h * fwhhliilnjr Uta W fatt'h rn wUr »»* MmU H n * - n mA 
liisjiif hE km fj>1( U ilxiL Ip* nyjil la* -a isb ill* N ■ i ii|iln.Flnur wLth iJi* mlnr Itrim^hl hy 

1-riAi ^Wfr }l« Caftlfataml tft hf p IflHr U wirtrcUI. 
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with the utmost care. '* Why does not my bilker civil me 
to-day to lib presence ? *’ She sit id to herself with tearful eyes. 
The meals prepared for Kanka, rice ami curry, were kept 
carefully by Lila iu a neat place, Qnxga entered the room 
and looked around. He was all alone there. He opened a 
small box and taking some black pills of prison from it 
mixed them with the meal kept for Kmika, Unseen by 
her father, however, hod Lila observed all that Jn< had done. 

Her very soul, as it were, ran nut of her, so Frightened 
was she to see tier father's act which was inhuman and mud 
as cruelly itself. 

From the meadows Kankn now returned with the cow 
Buravi, accompanied by its frolicsome and pay C i.!f Patitlh 
He took hb bath us usual and came to the dining room. To 
his utter amazement and sorrow be found Lila weeping. He 
said, “Why is it, Lila, why dost thou shed tears ? What is it 
that has happened to the house ? JU I vi a- relurai* g borne T 
met some inauspicious signs. Stiravi the cow looked unhappy 
and she scarcely showed a deNirc to eat the grass or drink 
water. On other days father used to receive me with a smile, 
but to-day what have 1 done to annoy him ? He did not talk 
with me, and why do t see tear* in your cvw^ " 

He asked her once, he asked her twice, but she did not 
give any reply—and continued weeping, Ranke did not 
press for a reply but stood silent like a statue. His heart 
was being rent in twain at the sight of Lila weeping 
Then he timidly atid again : " If knowingly or unknowingly, 

sleeping or awake, I have given you the least cause of 
annoyance, forgive me Ula, l never saw you cry he for.' 
this. 1 do not remembt-r what I Imve done to canin' yim pin ; 
pray tell me what it is.” 

Thun did Ula speak. Tears choked her voice all the 
time. But anyhow she delivered liersolf mid said :_ 

“ Hew me, 0 Kan bit. Fly away from this place. Go 
where there are no father, no mother, no friend and nu 
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habitation of mull, <io there whore people do uot profess 
friendship.” Here sho sobbed and flopped tor a linn*. Thun 
with word* that canto from the depths of her heart, sbe 
related the story of the scandal and of her father * act. She 

*jmke with the utmost sympathy aud affection for Kanka 

mid ended with these words. “ Here look at this witch 

appointed to minister food to you, hungry and fatigued 
with the day's work. Here is the food that will kill you. 
Am I « human being ? t am certainly so in form, what 
monster is so cruel ns I am — ready to poison an innocent 
person who has come to ask food from my bauds? Uo away 
instantly, leave this house. This poUoued food 1 will myself 
take. But wait, dear Kanka. do nut b-nvo this house just 

now, me dead before yon leave this house/' 

Had a thunder!Kill fallen on bis head, Kanka would 
not have liean more astonished. He dood for a time as if 
stunned by h blow, hut gradually recovering himself lie said: 

" The sun ami tlm momi and the god* of heaven \» my 
witness. I have uni acted any way against our father Gargn. 
He ha* been duped by false ■wandsI spread, by wicked men, 
■Jlii-i feeling of his will not last, lie is « wise rami anil a 
profound scholar; -o-mer ur lifer Im wilt bo convinced tUnL 
wc are innocent, Jdy advice is, O Li In, we should adl with 
■a cool head. For soma time I *ba1l be off from here and 
wander in distant places, visiting (he shrines. I will come 
back, when father 1 * wrong notion is dispelled. Ho not lose 
respect for him. He ha* l«mn deceived. Take every car* of 
him and 1 warn you he will come back to his senses ore long. 
For as sure is I am of our Innocence so sure am I "t bis 
power of judgment. His reason will not long remain 
clouded. Sow, fare well, f) Lila. We shall meet Again if 
we live. Do not lie sorry- nt my departure, Shuravi and hot 
talf Pstuli will remain here, umkts friend* with them, And 
our dear bird, Hifwmut, will sing Its gay note*. Call it by my 
name, call it Kanka, anil thfa will give you seme consolation. 
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For invself tio father. iiu mother. tio frietnl have I. My tuck 
has repeatedly brought such turns to my life of which I could 
1101 have the barest idea iMifoteluunl, Just like a straw in the 
waves carried adrift by the tide over vvhieli it ha^ no contiol, 
am I. My kst player. O dear Lila, U. do not forget me—the 
Com pan ion uf your ebildhoiM].' 4 lie stopped a moment to wipe 
away a teat and I hell said sweetly it) a ami tone again, f< Three, 
Ula, are the birds Hire man and Shut; a, do not forget to feed 
them with in ilk mul butter There lain are the thnver- 
plants, water them every evening as l have done. The wteMi 
creeper laden with huds and Howe vs is there. We made 
garlands with their ftoral treasure lugelhcr even yesterday, 
perhaps For the In si time! Sbiimvj and Patiili are in 
the house, it they Look wistfully towards the meadows 
rem ein hr ring th*\ gently pit their Imrk and soothe them. The 
Skatg rum stone Manning in tim house ; offer worship lo Vishnu, 
For in ottr distress He is our sole refuge. Itmpite of everything 
lose not your regard for our father, tor to us ho is Hod 
Himself in mortal guise. Even if by mistake he be cruet 
to you for it time, accept his punishments and bear them with 
patience. And all the while, dear lain, resign i ourself to the 
will ’>f God. I 1 or without Him them is no other stay of the 
helpless. Do not sorrow over my lot, if wh live we ahull meet 
again." Saying this Kuril™ l-egan to ihink within himself, 
“How uni I Ui take leave of father Gargs ? Wil l it he good tu 
leant the hoiw* without I lidding him furewelJ ? n LI. l-lfitk 

IS. S' n.ivi, TUB fuw, ni±;s ntoii rat Errget or Poison 

At this time fiarga. who hi id left his house and been 
Wnodnring about* yielded himself lo wild thoughts; “My homo 
has Iwen defiled, — witches are haunting the temple* The bln I 
in the muon has ’ t prm l and novit-ed bur entirely Monkeys 
have defiled with their vile touch the oirorfugn tu godw. Ko, 
thin should not lm bantu, I will nut return home but sol 
At* to it and destroy everything that is in it. All Lilat 
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Beautiful mill loving «u» you ! 1 w w about tf» ieittft* homa 

and turn « w »ftffttvi when your mother died, H was fnr . vou > 
Liln. Hint I abandoned (he* idea and -laved at this home of 
wirs! Kven the anemic* stop to have ft riitht of your foot* end 
the stone melt- in sympathy, so lovely you art* 1 And now, 
CJargn is turned lo * *tw*e; not a drop of infraction is in him 
for you* With the blood of Kanku will he make his ulTeriftR* 
to God. H 

Knukii Muni^lu of Irnviriij ihrt housi?. II*- 1 
n j,l ivw . where there wea no Imbibition of men. Nobody 
would coma to him to make enquiries n«d torment him. 
Pu/ziud and worried liw could not yet decide hi- oouc-h\ u hen 
Lila came to him running. Her hair was all dishevelled and 
she fullered hi her speech as sin* said* 1 Come along* Ktuiku, do 
not lose i moment. Sun what a dire calamity Inis happened 
in onr house. Shurari. our dsivr cow, k lying on the ground 
quite senseUua and struggling for life, dome v«wmou* 
mtiike lias bitten bur. Go, etui in nuttst of i jdiysiciin. 

Kiinka and lain Imrried on to ft« ihe ww. Them *h« 
(ay mi the ground in the ago idea of death Kan ka asked 

“ Whore did you threw the ma-tl <hat w« poisoned ? " She 
trembled like the tendril of a creeper a- she Jiamtati **> j lv * 
ap^ai whete thu p«i«me4 rloa was lIitowii. katikffc *\i& § h 
I died myself it would not have mattered much. WKut. a groat 
disaster ■ A COW is iwwmmal In the com pound of tin* temple 
bouse i" He hud MAVeugf litihlnnl life words wimn the con 
l reathed her hist, before any andteal aid could be called. ' 

Lila, ns she s»w the henrt-rmidiim sight, retired to the 
kitchen, and them spreading a part of her «r<K lay down, 
covered with shame, repentance and glief. 

VCinka -at like a status till night was fur advanced 
and then rcx*e up and went outride the house and slept under 
a J Ictulttut&ti trot? which hud jm*l flowered. He dreamt wild 
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dream,'-. His sleep was broken and be often screamed out, 
Howard* th« end uf lire night he dreamt, a strange dream. It 
appeared that he had died and that they bad taken him to the 
cremation ground. A great (ire was made and his body was 
slowly burning. Ghost* were dancing around in wild ecstasy. 
At that moment of excruciating torture, he prayed to some 
one whom he did mil know, spying, th Save me, save me from 
this torture/' 

All on a sudden In saw a tall and handsome ineti coming 
to him, His fair cotuur was aglow with red, He looked bright 
as »u image of burning gold, He took Evanka by the hand 
mid helped him to make his escape. When he was going 
to thank him, [he god-Hke man told him to go in quest of 
him and disappeared. In the morning, Kanka left the 
place, seeking Chaitanpa i« be was bid. For it was him that 
he hud seen in bis dream, y, I-tJU. 


11. LiLi's St siteu fok Ka>ka. 

LUa rose from her bed all shrinking in fear. She also 
had no quiet sleep. Her iresse* were all unloose. She 
entered the sleeping room of Knukn, and did not find him 
there. She went to the cowshed, there also she did not 
find him. With eyes that had known no slu-up in the night, 
pate with grief and fast, she searched every spot of the village 
hut could not find Kanka. 

It was the end of winter, in Ule river thi# ebb-tide had 
set in. On her tanks tin? grief-stricken maiden wandered 
alwut seeking Kanka. To the maiati and bakul Ho were sire 
wont, and like a foolish one, enquired of them if they had seen 
Kanka going by that path. Tim same spot she sea robed 
over again and cried out ' Kanka, Kauka.* Alas 1 there was 
no reply. She wept and spoke to her pet birds in the cage, 
" Can you tell me, door ones, whore be has gone ? ” The 
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bees hummed on nwhfi flower* and tber*' she stood listening 
like a mad soul to if they could give her some clue. 

She took no care of her {lowing tresses, ller clothes 
streamed forth in the air all loose and disordered. She wept and 
said to herself, " Alas \ He lias turned a n^m. What a 
sorrow that he did not even wait to bid me farewell! Alas ! 
even such a erne! stroke of miff) was in store for me 1 

Lt. ',-U. 

lb Oahga's Yow of Kaist anu PgWAHCR asi* thk 
OkaCI-R FHOM THE TeMI'LF. 

Now let u* return to Cargo. For the whole day and 
night he wandered like a mail man sometime* by the lonely 
path, sometimes by the river-side. Fatigued and totally 
distracted he returned home in the morning. if any 
inauspicious signs did ho meet on the wu,v . In the air he 
thought, he heard the light footstep* of ghosts and evil spirit*. 
Tbe crows and the vultures by their wild cries in the broad 
daylight struck terror to hi% lu^art. A jackal passed hy 
and crossed his pith and did not look liehind. He heard 
strange shrieks in the air. Coming home Uu ww the d«>ors of 
his house shut from within. Tin 1 flowers lay all withered in 
the garden, nor did lh« been hum there a* usual—“ Yesterday," 
he thought within hirowlf, “none was perhaps at this hous- 
to light the evening lamp in the temple." What a pity t 
The [iet hinds sat mute and did not call Kanka and Lila 
by their names, as usual with them. But the most heart¬ 
rending sight follownl. in the compound id the house lay 
the dead body of the dear wm Sumvi, almost blue with 
poison, the unhappy calf ftttud piteously moaning near her. 
His heart melted in deep pity at (hi* sight. Ho found the 
young one bellowing and going times without number to its 
dead mother and trying, n> it were, to rouse her by it* cries, 
and when she did not give any resjnmse, it ran towards 
Gorge and helplessly laid its bend down at his feet. 
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TIid strong man now thoroughly broke down* He wept 
like « child ntid gradually colieellog himself he became 
™ in his resolve to propitiate the gods by Inst ao d vigil. 
He entered the temple and halted the door from within, 
llu sat io worship, hi* eye* frioe*«Dtk shedding tears, 

" lie vki iesolved to give his life up, u H would give 
no other offering to he. god than his tears," Sava the poel 
Dmnodar. The gossip ran ,n the village that the Brahmin 
mrgn had taken the row of consecrating his life to the 
gotls. If they wore propitiated by his fat and vigil, woli 

and good, If not, he would tint move an inch from his seat 
Imi ilii- in t[if Mfposition. 

Hu did not iouch any food for two days, neither did 
he o FI1 the door of the temple, ffifl pupils came cverv 

morning and evening to make imtjuirie*, but the door vm 
not opened. 


Then was this oracle heard by him :_ 

"Hear, oh 1 Oargn, why the gods have been displmuwd 
with yon How c»n they like a man Who conspire, against 
he life of Ins own child : „ lfi tries to poison one who fc 
helplessly dependent on him t All your mishap* are due 
to your wickedness. The pobun you mixed up with k ink,'* 
lnod has killed the COW hS^lrHV■i, ,, 

Aft,, d,y,’ And vfffil, did a.,j„ h„,r th. 

„ ? '"" ule in! ■""•wo affmited liv repentance 

II, Ittu'Mrf »yfa. •• By mw. ta „ f , „ wrt 

'“-"" '''J 'lMu,-. Ir.vo ,o„, for nni.-ht! WMMly 
did I limit »r till,,, own dmighl,, mid ntumpted li 

pow,i, ,.|, who » ,l„ V,,,, «„1 „, candour «„d , Ji,„ „ 
mn.iip,! 1 num-d yoiwi, with hi, food. I bncdwlromd 

\ h ’ ’ >un ‘ ri “* l, ° « r «•* And uhm nbnuld 

do l>> wny or nlninmuinl ■ Shall t d«tn» nmnU hy 

^ 7 T'“ pot trim at t flUaft the now 

uf th, nod, f in •»« 
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He again shut the door of the tempi? and observed fast 
For another throe days and nights. Again the oracle was 
hoard: it said "Pick tip the withered tinkers gathered by 
Lila, winch you threw away as unholy and worship the gods 
with them and you will In? free from all -sin." 

The Brahmin wept as ho gat hared i I in iluwere brought 
by Li In, which he had ohm away. Hr wept too when he 
worshipped the gods with them. Thus did tie become free 
from the crime of cow-killing. 

He now fully understood that the wicked brahmins hud 
plotted ngnitisi Kunk a and Lila, a ml I hut through their 
contrivance Ran ha trail made to leave the house: 

Convinced of the innocence ol T Kanku ami Lila and ul 
the wickedness of the brahmins, Gargu called his disciples 
to him and ordered them to go in quest, of Knnkuiuid bring 
him back. Lt. 1-78. 

HI. TUK Two 1) ISCI >M.EM SEJtT TO 1 SKAHCH K.4NKA* 

Uiohura ami ALuihava were two youths requested by 
Gnrga to go abroad in tjnest uf Kauka. Garga - .id w hen 
they were ready to depart. *‘Long has he been brought up in 
this home like unr son. How can I now live without him? 
Dear as the bird Himman mis he. who const intiy pleased my 
care w ith bis sweet talk—Ala*! be has iled away ! You 
have all along loved him as your brother N'.iw Tor bis 
sake and for my sake find him out. It is for my fault that 
Kwilka is now homeless. If you meel him say that I have 
sworn by my life that 1 will nut keep tills life without him! 
Tell him moreover that there is none in this house to took 
after the oalf Patuli, to take it to the meadows and feed it! 
Tell him that the bird Hiramau and Sitka though they 
cannot speak, have given >ip food ihr grief,—that m.v garden 
which once smiled like the mom, is now covered with 
darkness, ami that this hermitage of ours ha* grown dismal 
80 
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ns thu cremation ground, So long an you dv not return* 
I will not leave this temple—If you cm mot find him out 
l will starve myself to death. If you meet him, take him 
bj lb© hand and say, “He whom you call'd your Father is 
covered with remorse and shame and prays for forgiveness 
from you." 

They l»Wed to him and left the village to seek nut 
Kanka whom they loved a* brother. 

Lila from her lonely chamber heard all that passed by. 

LI. 1-36. 


17. How Lit.* BOftF, bbu Lone ms ass, 

Lila ate but little and spent many a night without 
sleep. She spread a part of her *«dion thu ground mid there 
Jay like one unable to rise* Sometimes in the morning when 
the sun peeped through her windows, she preyed to him with 
jornt hands. ** Qh 1 Sun, you rise in the east ami wander in 
your airy path, all day long. Iu the course of your travel 
you see alj the hinds. No »p<A is there, however dark, where 
your rays do uot penetrate. You know, oh ! God of Light, 
where he is staying now. When y« u will « e him again, 
pleased to tell him about me and do not fail to light up 
liia path for his quick return." 

Sometimes she would gently walk to the riverside and 
sand her silent prayers to the boatman : “ You ply your boat 
and visit many places, oh! brother boatman " If you 
happen to meet him. bring bim back to our shares, tell him 
that my days appear to me long, and my nights seem as if 
they will never end. Aha my grief makes them so 1 Tell 
him, besides, that my life cannot go uti long in this wav." 

She addressed the river and said, “Oh vou of hi ah 
lineage—born of the mountains! Take companion on the 

sorrowful ouei You know how dearly wo loved each other 
bow tru passed our day* and nights in gay talks t You 
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wmdf'T through many larute* do you not, oh riv«r f hear the 
sound of his flute! If yon meet him, tell him a word fnr 
me. IIoiv can he live, parted from me ? " 

The si tent lifer, the l ms* and all listened lo her pathetic 
appeal, llimr heart limited in pity* Bur how could they 
*how their sympathy outwardly ? 

Thus ihi j hmnimnte objects became her companions, and 
with them she communed in deep sorrow* She prayed to 
the -iky, which with ihMhoiisimd uye* «>f *tar\ saw every 
corner nf (he rmrtte She said, T+ 1 wns asleep in the ni^ht 
jtnd n rhhtf enme and ntnte the precious stmte which T valued 
most ! Had ] The wings of ji bird T I would have sjone 
to him/ 1 Tf 21 liitd happened to sit on the branch of a near 
tim w Lite hastened toil and weeping made enquiries if it had 
m+viij Hanka, Myitis, M You have come here from ti tong distance 1 , 
fPf.rHinnce you him 1 11 Then she f<ddh**-sed her mvn 

liimnmn and Sukri in The ca^c and said ; ** He hived von doarlv. 
Dili hi? nol viy iioyDiing to ymt by \V£ty nf farewell ?" 

Sin' would touch the birds 1)%" her soft luuids und cures# Llieni 

■■ 

with tciiru, savin*;, '“I will follow you, dent one*, if you will 
show iutt the path* He Tended you with so much care and 
could you foruet sucll none? IT - loved you so much ■ did 
he not lertYc his itddress with ynn ? ” She set the birds 
In*' frmn Du* «‘H"e and said ngniii : flo where be bus guttA. 
If you Iinp|wn to msd him. xinf a son?; to tell him of my 
sorrow*," LI. MOS. 


IS. \ Tm,k i if Si* Mouths’ SoBnows. 

1 n the month of Mitrch tht* whole uartten smiled with 
fvilMilouij urn tut n nd The bees Iminmnd over tuntafi 

i lowers :iml Li In itddte^sed them and suid, ¥k TelJ him, t> bees, 
if >‘Ht ruL'.-i, that iln> uwfati eteepers Hint he h:«i planted 
with his own bands, him- borm* flower'. Would he not visit 
his unrihut to juh* them ' i " 
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In April the limn of the air iMimr intolerable and she 
ire[it lor him all day long thinking haw Knuku fared in a 
distant land in such a wwin, TIib flowers and leaves wore 
a golden hue and the groves constaiiiij resounded with the 
hum of be*#. The cuckoos *at uti hough*. And I lie lines on 
flowers. She asked them to carry her message that the 
flowers now withered tn the garden as there wnn none to 
pluck them. Her own garlands woven without the aid of a 
thread faded daily. Ala*' how cruel it was for him to keep 
away in such a month 1 

In May the sweet smell of I lit* fnudfwruj and the red 
petals of the jaba spread a charm over the land. Tin* cuckoti 
sung farewell notes to the spring. The new leave* on the 
tops of trees were ;i source of delight to the eyes. And 
she wept remembering Knuka. 

The month of June came with its present of guy flowers 
mid fruits. The mangoes, the jack and tliu blackberries 
ripened on the houghs «f 1 1&». Every day new birds with 
painted wings visited their garden, sung new notes and flow 
to new lands. \| heu the heut became intense she spread 
her own tatf* and lay on the cool ground thinking of Kanku 
nil the while. 

In July the rains descended to 1 be earth like a maiden 
with a golden vessel in her hand. She sprinkled life-giving 
water over the earth, and the grass and plants again took 
a lively green hue. The shallow' rivers became suddenly 
replenished, and overflowed the lunik*. The lamt* with sails 
spread on, marched to distant lands. “Will they not give 
mo the tidings of Kimkii? " She asked herself ami sighed. 

Then came August, The clouds reared in the sky and 
th« lightnings flashed. The peacocks danced displaving the 
colour of rainbow iti their gorgeous tails. The kuihmba 
flowers—the crown of the rains—bloomed on nil side#, and 
the smell of the fretaii sweetened the air. 

Then behold the month of September that looked tike a 
woman with a pitcher of water on her head. The over flowing 
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rain a carried weighty atones onward by i heir force. The lotus* 
bloomed in the water and spread it* am fill in the air. The 
Ifnm women went about in distant lands in their long 
boats, busy in making their cane basket*, The Cholvl's cry 
was heard at intervals praying for drops from the cloud*. 
Whilst the hint Pttpia, wet with September Hoods, with 
thunder over hh> head, persistrd tn his nttempts to please his 
love by crying, "0 bride speak '' ! nil day lone, '* Who is your 
hridi:. Q bird, and tn whom do you make your appeal ? 
Your laments touch my heart mid feign would I express my 
own sorrows to you if 1 could hate you alone for a moment.” 

Thus did Lila pass six long rad weary months griming 
over Kanka, 

Bichitm and Mad hah would come hack with Kntika. 
That Wfts her one hop** on which ban" tin- thread of her life, 
ftaghuaut, the poc! “ O damsel, Providence is against 

you/' 

Bichitm and Mad huh hove returned; nowhere could 
Kankn lie found. 

She heard of their coming lmek, Vain hopes deluded 
her. She ?iiiiv them mid said in a soft and whispering tone, 
u You have come hut where is my brother Kanka? ” 

U. I-DO (abridged 1. 


1i). Tm? DtsApronctJwn Km, 

They said sadly. •* Bear sister, we travelled over many 
lauds. Often dill IV« pass sleepless nights. We sufTewd a 
great deal in the way and we wHrelied many a far region. 
But nowhere could we get any duo. 


Thu I « i.r,i* nj Aijoij Miiuii'i ilm ■■Mini nl ltd pi-, till 1- U f l 

"It lavfs tpa*" hMK* til* 1*11 •* f*IM ,B lie- wnHj j|J» l« <*» ««»* tmw l lhn ► 
J o bride if cfcl ' 
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11 First wv ivuiit u* ihn '«'t it]> to Svlhbt. Then wo 
followed 11 river through rh* &urnm Valley that we met with 
in thi> way, Wt> wnl iu Jtnmrup and tlu*iv aaiv the temple or 
Kali, where fonts mul huffnlne* are Ntctifiord entry Tuesday 

and Sunday. Fmm there tie. tut.I m wert und visited Nadia 

th*‘ birthplace uf <‘itnilan_vn. Rut our long senrdi has gone 
for naught We rear, Knuknilhes inn lire. Hml he lived wh 
would hate cmninU mH him.” 

Then ihe iwfi youths came tn Gama and hawed to him. 
Re m idi* en quint** about Kwikih '[“lie/ -airl, “ Friend of 
childhood and companion of youth, he i* dearer to u* thtui 
life. II uv could Lf 11 1 him I Mirk, viit i lining our very life, we 
would prriiupw do so Wo searched him tit the utmost of our 
hut m» trace could we gut," 

do. QAH04 *fcN*l)S Them Bac*. 

Them Gargn rotd them, ** No, no, this reply docs not plouse 
mo. Anyhow you imi-i get him hack This is the reward 
that ! want from you for The pains 1 took to tench you for 
mi many year*. When ha will come lunik, T will go With 
him And lire in wild forests infested with tigers nml other 
hra.-!* n[ prey fcn off from ill hnlritarion of men. For me 
death see ins to ha in sight. But p -jicefully could I die if he 
would he near my death-bod O my dear pupik liichitra and 
Madlmh, go again and try by all mentis to 11 mi him out. I 
will give you a suggestion Re was devoted in Thai)any*. 
There follow th'.-i! piths where ih< >inuid of the ankle! , of 
his feet in his mystic dunce U ImarA, and you will ha nhlr to 
trail* him out, Wlitwi- hi*, followers piny t, fi lahors mid 
eymWs and the sky hemmes resonant wiih the music — go 
ihith-M uni you Will b<- prhapa able trace him out 'I here 
whflm even the birds that rtj in the air sing the name of 
Krishna and I lie sound of the areal music throw* each a 
spell as to make even ill** rivers flow against their course - 
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titer? where t!m dust raised by the Seat of hi* follower* has 
covered, ns It were, the very sky abOTe.—thittu* should you 
go and try your oliwice." 

Uiohitra and Mudliub at tla* order ot their Guru started 
for distant countrir- »iga(n. Hut hour wind happened In the 
meantime. LI. 142. 


21. Tut: UuMouii. 

Theiv ran a rumour all o.vr the unumry that Kan ha 
via* drowned in a river un hi' way. They spok =* in wbispurs. 
and if any one asked they 'loppe 1 ; but without .asking the 
report often came to one's ears. Ala*. who will Leil Lila 
if really bn 1* dead ! Sh'- ruuld not know the (rnth and wept 
all Dm day, lying: «m her hod. The sun rose its usual, and 
in ibe evening the muon peeped L)j rough her windows. 
Nothing sou mod to have clumped. Only Kauka Wa* not 
near her Tf she asked tile muoo and stars, they hid I heir 
face iu the clouds, the air sometinies spoke in inaudible 
whispers, chitling her very life-blood, " He is no mure, he 
is nn more. 1 ’ In her lied she would not have a wink nf 
sleep, ,>r if ever slit- slept Tor wime moments elm dreamt 
that KunWs Wy was don ting uu the water* : and then 
she would awake with a start. 

Some time passed Again in this way and Mndliab returned. 
She saw him come a Lone and dared not ask the tidings of 
Kantm, He came to her and said in a tone of despair; 
“ Dear Lila, dear sister, f could no! get any information 
of him tlimejli l tried my utmost . What shall 1 to mv 
preceptor ? Long have 1 searched him, but alt in Tain.” 
Then Lila softly askeiI him, " iluv.j you heard any muinur 
about him V And he repltd in deep -arrow, “ 1 do not 
know whether the rumour is true <ir false, bill pimple say 
that he was drowned in Iasi duly. He was going to 
visit Ctnmany* on a merchant's vessel by Lhc river fugla, 
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when u ifjvit storm overtook the hunt. It siiuk and with 
it our deni 1 brother Knnka 

12 , Uj,a i> UKAJ'ii-itm 

" Take me where he has _:o(ie ” bemoaned Lila. From 
that day she coined to touch fowl All alone she sal day 
iin(] night and, wept. LLer daisling beauty huied away. 
Autumn came and went ami (lit- t'Olrf season set jn. She 
lay (town nil tile bans tloor cov tiring herself with her thin 
*tu}i ami wept I he whole night 11 Mure than a blither 
vrns he to me, ak*. we shall meet nn more. What n pity, 
that he wiis drowned in n river ind 1 cm ill l not >ee him, w hile 
drawing his last brenth 1 My mother died when I '.va> a 
mere child and wlmt 1 suffered (fed dune know*. J[y father 
reared me tip w ith groat care, but woe to ink, my loving 
father became to mtr mv enemy afterwards, innocent am I, 
yet people spread false slore-s Klumt me, 0, Sun and Moon 
you have witnessed Hurt must proclaim the truth after mv 
death," 

Thus did she hinienl. One lull year passed in this wav. 
Madhab returned, hut Kauka was, not found. Ra-htistit. 
•atyn, *■ No way is there to save tin: |wor »irl% life." Her 
youthful eliarms hud, me this, Letm a wonder to alt. Uut 
just as the autumnal frost kills the whole array nf lilies, 
tbow* clmrms have now entirely hided awny. The curb of her 
hair once ml r passed fit beauty the waves of the llangt*, hut 
nuw her Irttasww looked like shrivelled threads of jute. 
When she walked Her hair nJim»l lunched the ankles, 
but now liu cured Tor it became torn and Limited, and 
in her lied lay neat her pillow like m unseemly heap. 
Her charming faci* slum,si a death-like pallor and looked 
like the lull moon in ihe jaws uf tin- clouds. Her 
iHnnllfnl tiy<- liven me sunk and death n V < in their hollows 
The lips 110 miffs shown! their wonted lovely m |. She 
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bad once looked like a lovely creeper, but behold her 
now withered and shrivelled like the leaf of the sugar-cane! 
The dazzling rainbow has disappeared behind the clouds. 

Then one day the bird flew away from the cage to the 
unknown regions. The poet Raghusut says, 11 Such is this 
world. Who will say why one fuels so much sorrow for 
another?” LI. 1-58. 


23. Tns Last Scara. 

Scaled near the corpse Gnrga lamented, <l Sleep no more, 
dear Lila, lift your eyes and see your brother coming. Is 
it right that you should leave me thus ? Who will give 
me food when I am hungry ? Who will fan me when I 
shall return home fatigued in the beat of the sun ? Who 
will k isidle the evening light in my house; and who will 
gather flowers for mo to worship Siva ? How can l 
bear to live all alone in this house? Your dear birds— 
Hi ram an and Shuka^are there. Who will take Care of them ? 
The pitcher is there, who will flit it with water? Alas, 
dear one, all your hopes are gone 1 You are here on the fiver- 
bank—on the cremation ground, leaving all that you 
loved. Sly and too is near. Look at me only once, and 
open your eyes to sea mo, so that I may bid you my la*t 
farewell.” 

• • * 

Hearing all from iJichitra, Kanfca hurried homeward. 
When lie returned ho saw every room dark in the house ; 
then he ran to the cremation ground, he saw there Uaiga 
lamenting aloud. 

Hi? laments seemed to move the very tree* which let fall 
their leaves and flowers as a token of sympathy. The sky 
seemed to ho ovureast with clouds and the earth looked 
aggrieved at his sorrow. 

31 
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Therr on the bank of flit- river, Garga and Kaukn rael, 
Jnst a * a l1w j * ablaze when lighliiiue fulls on it so 
fttramt Uarga, at the *iglit of ICanhu with the lire of his 
l^ritf. Flo clasped him to his tifBint with lund wnilincB, 
“Where were you Kunku alt this Lime? The lied word 
that Lila Uttered was jour name. She was only eight roars 
old when her mother died and f brought her up nil these yt-nr* 
nith cart). Site has left me itolv„ Thus is the image brought 
to the temple for worship, hut thrown away Wore the priest 
could offer his ptiza , But who can fight against fate! Go 
homo and throw away till the gods from ihy temple, burn 
the house and know it for certain tint to-day ends all mv 
eoniHctiou with this world, 1 * 

The **ry of heaven shed tear* at GarguV laments. 
The river tried softly to iiootho him by the sound of her 
ripples. The birds of the forests wept, sitting mutely nn 
boughs The poet Itaghiwut wys, “'Km stone melted 
at his sorrow.” 

To cnol his burning heart, (largo went to Puri with Kuuka. 
Hve .if his disciples, mm* attached to him, unmmiM 
him there anil left u!J connection will) their family, 


LI. 
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PREFACE 


Ivajnlrt'klm h a folk-tain full of marvellous incidents and 
instance* u( auper-buinan powers exhibited by men, In r «i! 
life no still-born lanhy was aver pierced by needles imd arrows ; 
no ell lb I without life ami nourishment overgrew up from 
infancy to youth and, on thu first day of its gaining cuusciou*- 
in.";.', talked the human language without having had any 
opportunity to acquire it j no shoal ever sprang up in thu 
sea as the result ul a curse, and no parrot except in the 
I'auchutunira and other works of fancy, ever foretold future 
events with absolute certainty like a prophet. These and 
other similar details make this story a typical folktale. 

But in our country, it is often found difficult to fix a dear 
hue of demarcation between fact ami fiction, especially In (In- 
regions of poetry uud religion. TV Buddha is a historical 
figure, hut there urn* so many lugeudsthat have keen attributed 
to bim by popular faith that In 1 shine' a* a demt-god, appeal¬ 
ing to tin* imagination and tin- credulity of the Buddhist* 
precisely in the same manner as the legendary gods Siva <A 
the Sivaites am! VUnu of the Vaistiavas du to the follower) 
of their respective creeds. Mythology often rise* to the level 
of history by im-orpointing human elements in thu concept ion 
of god» presented in life-like vividness, and history not infre¬ 
quently sink' into pure fiction by amalgamation of wonderful 
talcs beyond the Iwyitdarles of human belief. 

The same is i ho case in regard to this fulk-tuiu, Knjai- 
re kbit's character, though pmsonled through the coloured glass 
of poetical imagination, does uol appear * whit less real than 
that of Malm a, Main l and oilier heroines of our historical 
ballads. 
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The country was full of self-sacrificing taring women. 
They burnt themselves alive cm the funeral pyre* of their 
husbands out of intense love, and people admired this 
martyrdom; and Malua, ITnhua and Sunni committed suicide 
haring bean driven to that extreme step by lore and renun¬ 
ciation, In the folk-lore, in the popular literature and in 
their songs the writers could not help introducing this one 
grand tharne of faulted womanly virtues which invested 
evan their imaginary productions with a clow of life and 
truth. Imagination here owe* it* inspiration to the under lying 
historical facts. 

It is, in fact, difficult tor us to conceive Raja Irek lia on 
other Sines than assigned to the historical characters of Malua. 
Chnndmvati and Lila. She i* verily their cousin, linked to 
them by inevitable ties of family likeness, bearing the hall¬ 
mark of the same s:rent virtues. All barriers between history 
and fiction melt away ami Kajnlrekha, Kamala and others, 
heroines of fiction and of actual life, claim from us the same 
degree of admiration, standing before us in an equally life¬ 
like pose and vividness of reality. The purity and holiness 
of rum air life was a real factor in the country, and hence 1* 
was reflected in poetry and in life, in folk-lore and in history 
with equal effect. 

The stories of Miitanchainala, Kanchanmaia, SnTikhamaln 
and lluptrtnla show no essential similarity In this respect to 
those of Kajalrekha and Jiralnni, They are all folk-talcs. 
But it must be emphasised that these stone-, have all etmr? 
from Mymmuing—thfl chosen place of wonderful and 
ideal womanhood. It is here also that Mabm, M-ihua and 
Kntnaln actually lived and inspired the poets who wrote the 
historical ballads, We thus see facts on one aide of the 
picture and fiction on the other, and in both the typ* is com¬ 
mon ; one is drawn from actual HFo^-its mimes, references to 
locality and even details are nil real, while the other under the 
thin veneer of imaginary situations and unreal nomenclature* 
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represent fsicb not tas potently or vividly than tin; historical 
songs. 

Character* like the above, I should s*y L)’ way 01 * little 
digression, hn> still to Ik* found in this province of T-cngal. 
They m*ku their utmost sacrifices not Wnuae any poet 
irill sin" of thorn nr that they will be applauded. They wish 
to hide their lemrillee from other*, content with the reward or 
that inner approval which eomtsf from the heart and is called 
conscience. Kajdlrefeha's sufferings are almost Christ l ike. 
Before I read l hi? poetn I hnd n-> idea of the true import 
of Christ’s sayi uk “ UesLat no evil." Kajulreklia is u j>orsnni- 
Heat ion of this doctrine. Yet it Is not hrr lack of moral 
strength or heroic clement of character that makes her sub- 
mil to her bn without a resistance. Shu in the very princes.* 
of heroines by her pstienoe pretterved to the last in shutting 
her lips in expect a Lion of the opportune hour. She scarcely 
bitunes any one however heinous or cruel, but stands like 
the very picture of patinnuu mid forbearatuu. Fojjsttsscd of 
fine suevptihilitics or tke tcmlurest of womankind, she exercises 
a wonderful control over the dominating impulses which in her 
trying situations would naturally prompt ordinary pt r^ons. 
So priestly canon- .,r artificial restriction* influence 
such idiaruclnts. they suffer n stood dual, hut no one 
will lie able to say that they suffer under compulsion or that 
it is u superstition* convention of social life that makes 
them slavishly cling to their husbands. Their heart in 
" suited evun to the vary quality of ihuir fonts.” Nn nut- 
wiii'd farce, not even rhe highest culture can save a person 
from the inevitable sorrow* w hich <rue love brings in its train. 
The suffering of a person in lova inspire* true poetry. What 
the toother *ulTu» for thh child contains in it element? qF the 
divine spirit of protection, in nuptial love this is tint the less 
apparent. If iw call it wunkncs- or unworthy of praise, wu 
take uwuy at! voriousnev* and majesty from Ufa which sinks 
into the level uf ilie commonplace and the inglorious. 
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In the earlier stages of their life, some of these charac¬ 
ters have appeared a little frivolous. Kamala's conversation 
with Chilean—the milkwoman is almost offensive by m credo 
humour, .firalnui’s tint impression on seeing her lover verges 
on in discreetness, But if we pass on to the hour of their 
trial at the next stage we «oe that their light-hearted golties 
were mere pleasantries, indulged in by those who are of a 
naturally cheerful temperament. 

When danger comes—an extreme destitution or despair 
confronts them—they suddenly assume all the majesty g| 
martyrs of the first rank and show their sterling qualities by 
remarkable sacrifices, never acting under impulse or temporary 
excitement, but all the same, taking a determined and resolved 
attitude for maintaining their honour. 

What appears light or even frivolous in the beginning of 
the story, startles us by its adamantine strength towards its 
utul, for which we were not quite prepared. In tilts respect 
those characters bear some resemblance to Nora in th»'a 
*■ Doll's House," who when she first appears to us, strikes m 
by her lightness and gaiety and takes m by surprise towards 
the end by displaying o strength of character and seriousness 
which hitherto lay unsuspected in her character, like n re¬ 
served force unexpectedly brought to meet the exigencies of 
a critical hour in the battlefield. 

Dr. Stella Kmnirisch says that, what strikes her most in 
these ballads of Mymcnsiug is the fact that folk-lore and art 
have sometime- become one m them. Foreign scholars, 
who lonk on our matters from outside without sharing our 
prejudices, sometimes show a sounder and better judgment 
than we ourselves do in regard to our literature and art. 
Folk-lore, ever since- Grimm broth era drew* attention to it 
in The early part of rhu HHh century, lias been * subject 
of -criuus study with European scholars. But more or less 
folk ton’ is taken n* a subject which captures the imagination 
of the children by the romantic nature of its narration 
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anil as a nevar-ceasing fountain of curiosity. To the scholar, 
the poetic value of a folk-tale lies in showing the extreme 
simplicity of the untutored mind, while as works of uniiquity, 
it shows better than all historical records, the gradual evolution 
of the human mind from primitive ideas to the unrestrained 
imaginativeness of the Middle Ages. The linguistic value of 
the folk-lore of a nation tearing in it evidences of social, 
religious nod other points involved at particular periods of 
their growth, has also Attracted many scholars. It is helpful 
besides in tracing the ways of the common human mind at 
different stages of Us development, showing an interchange 
of ideas between different nation* living at more or le** 
distance from one another and giving rise to scietitiSc 
problems as to the ways of communication that existed in 
the early periods of history. 

But when folk-lore takes the form ot true poetry, and 
when not merely rousing the curiosity of the child or the 
scientific enquiries of scholar*, it gives vivid pictures full ot 
life and romance possessing all the genuine interest ot 
snjuisitc poetry and leaves indelible impressions on the 
minds of the readers by its lofty ideals, it certainly becomes 
art and deserves a unique place in literature. Such a 
place, I feel teuud to claim, » due to the folklore of 
Mymenring. 

Kapil re khu, though a folk-tab', draws it* essential elements 
from the soil itself. Mention of some localities of Mj mensing, 
references to some peculiar customs of that district sllgo to 
show that it is a flower winch bloomed in that celebrated 
garden of flower-iike snngn ntul telladit—Mymontdng. Though 
the exile of the heroine may te regarded by outsider* as 
an instance of incredible cruelty and a fanciful creation 
of the author »f the folk-story yet there b no doubt that 
such cruelties really existed in the country and were not a 
pure product of imagination. People here had, only a short 
rime ago, such n deep-rooted faith in the prophecy of 
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astrologer* that they often treated ehi!(Iren with unspeakable 
enmities* may, even murdered them if the astrologers pre¬ 
dicted any serious mishap to occur in future owing to 
hostile planetary Influence, Even so late a* the 10 th century 
Raja Vvatapaditya of Jessore was about to be murdered in hi* 
ohihtho.nl hy hi* father Vlkrrnitaditya wh< blind l> believed 
in the astrologer’s words, hut vrus a&ved by the ii torvenUon 
of hU undr ftuh-uiU Kay Wteuw and children ulm nuttfly 
repf^eiii mittr rnim^nru in scYetety. were at the merry of these 
fatnM prophet*. Aiful knw many child run were thrown into 
the Bay hy the humte of their own mothers, Ilnur tendered 
and beet guardians on earth ! There wj is no tew iu (he 
hmd to save the poor liable* from the must unnatural and 
grim superstition. This cruelty is born of superstition, and 
doe* not indicate any innate detect in the hunum Mile of lha 
individuate perpetrating the crimes. The folk-tele is there¬ 
fore suggestive of grim fads that actually existed in our 
society and in it- true index. 

This story is written iu the prow? dialect spoken in the 
eastern districts of Mymeiisingj hut there are mmiy metrical 
verses with which h is interspersed, and these form by far (he 
most interesting portion of the folk-story. They are mostly in 
the payir metre, only in one instance there iu a specimen of the 
trijwli (Chap, X3i t Id, 5-10). This fulk-Ule is not teld here 
for the brsi time. It is know n in the whole country-side and 
w as compiled - mu* yea: * ago hy ikiliii U .ikahlttantnjun Mitia 
Majumdar in hn TtnikHrmdr Jfhtttu though under a different 
name and disagreeing with the present narrative In seme id is« 
main incident*. The total ntimhrr id lines constituting the 
poetical portion of the late is 172 of which IU lines arc in tliw 
tripadi and U>2 in lh*paydr moire. The story ha* Wn divided 
by me inLo 21 chapters, though as collected, no such division 
existed in iIn original, Balm Chandra Kumar t>e recovered 
th* story nil ih<* ISth of Knrlic, 1020 K. E., from n village in 
the Nelrakona sub-division. 
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Tiie trouble will mar arise in the minds nf foreign reader* 
as regards the 12th nr 13th year* in a girl’s life mentioned in 
the ballads as causing great anxieties in parents for bar 
marriage. The dev stop me nl of womanhood in this tropical ■ 
clime of oura is quicker than elsewhere. Girls ate found to 
give birth to children often in their 13th ur Uth year. 
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In the southern districts of Klmliajurj (Mvmensing), 
thoft; wim i\ merchant immed Dbam-swar. He had one son and 
one daughter. The merchant became immensely rich by the 
grace of God, Mis daughter was now in her tenth year and 
she was called Kajalrokha {lit. streak »f the black paint 
collyrjurii), She was exceedingly handsome; when xha 
smiled it seemed jk-arfo .tnd diamonds shone from her face, 
beaming like a foil-blown water-lily drifted by a stream during 
the rains. His son was only four years old and was named 
Hatneswnr (hi Lord of gold). It was an unlucky time, the 
Goddess of fortune forsook the merchant, being annoyed for 
some reasons. 

Now hear what foliow«d. Ti no 


II 

By gambling the merchant all that he had. His 
sermnts. ftp***, elephant, and all his wealth were gone. 
Wing alt by his addiction to wicked dire-play he turned a 
Fftkw and wandered sihoul the country. 

The only treasure that he had on earth were his son and 
daughter. So great was hh misfortune that of his J if merchant 
vessseb, he had not one fori. Ll 1 


III 

IW: The merchant Dlmmmvar lost everything by 
playing at dire. Hi> servants, home* and men were now oil 

li5i» 
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gout?. His daughier attained hiu iiiarrhtgeiibita age. Anyhow 
she must be married. His ill fame is nuu addicted to dictH 
play soon spread In lUe country mu I no one came forward to 
marry the daughter of one addicted to such a wicked practice. 
At this stage a mnaptt** came to his hou». He matla the 
i^ift of a Snk" and of a lingor-riiig to I In 1 merchant and said, 
•‘This bird la known as JM* rttu'-iii<>(i (JiV. sainily-minded). If 
you net under its directions, you will be aide to recover all your 
lost property, 1 ' the merchant «;« very glad and kopt the 
bird with care. The tmutytm took Iwo of him and went away. 

One ilay the merchant asked *.h« Suttn. 

r ciw ; " Tell rue. oh dear parrot, wlujn will my evil days 
come to mi end. My golden paWt< i<* now in ruins,—all my 
valuable furniture i* gcmi". I liavv n- i T couch left. I sleep 
on the lairs Itoor. 

M have no cup, not evtni u pildnu for water, I driu k water 
from the liiiik with my hands i w imlitr about the country 
[ike a Fttkh'* My father bud left me a sialjld full of horsed and 
elephants, lmt such is my lot that I lui.. now not mie there, 
t have a daughter mid mi only sun in this house. They arc 
like its two soils htt lump*. Hut I have no means, oh bird, to 
feed them. 


The Snu. 

“ Ho not cry in (his way, oh merchant, your *-vil days will 
be soon over ; sell the ring of I lick lllat van have got and with 
the money gel your broken ship* repaired. Bring skilful 
artisans for the purpose. You should reserve some of this 
money as capital and with Hit- go on trading. Visit the 
eastern countries encasing the great wuunps railed hmcart, 
and rest assured. vuu will earn enough in ‘>ue year, that will 
enable you to g- 1 un for twelve year.-, in a princely style. 

* LI. 1 - 18 . 
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Pjwe ■ Now hour ivfoiti th* 1 im-i'chanl dirf nest. IIh: 
sold the riiiLf of luck in the market and sor all the broken oeu- 
goini* vomoN «>l hi* fniherV tim« n^mlredhy §ootl artisans. 
He then startl'd for the eastern un mimes. Pj (he lilesiUTU's 
of fioti, ho ipil buck all illnl he hacl brd. I'lie month ailL brc un- 
Again a muster of horses mil rdpjilimts, servants and idllcor'i. 
iinil hi-' wealth bucame ho jmii Unit. lie bid hardly i -jj.k-o I. ft 
in his treasury where Ire could *tnrv i(. The pleasure-houses 
which Lin AUtstodur* hud envied in Hie midst of the t.iuks, were 
now thoroughly repaired. t tun could count the diml grain* 
And the stars of lln< sky hut nut tlu> wt'oltli uf this tuvrohunt. 


V 


TW*r i N*uv plarvil fstr iilmiv ivi.iil njuin in this wuy , 
■me .iiiKhUy tronMod hi* mlml . Km. tlrokhu. ills d a lightor, vims 
yoL mmmrricd She hud iusi Mopped hit < her |t!th jriii ;vml 
hren fast Approaching ihm ugt when she should lie married. 
The uierolmnt was pur/hol by this pmblnm mil rot nulled I ho 
hint ns to the ootiimi hit nhimld mlnpt. 

u, i -a 


VT 

Pr»w Thu Sttka In o<l nit Hoi! Itn mid mil ml Vised ,iv 

follows: * l You have mm ia»t over vmir mbhtip in.way but 

evil i»l miuthi-r kiml t- i*i '■i m- fur yon. Il n ill l ike ■ l>nin 
tinia ln-foro you oitvi tm free from it I’liis ilmiiiliter 01 youis is 
destined to !n> 11v»nil'll to n dcml hu-dinud. l)»* rut keep bur 
in yonr p-ilneo. Rend her ns. un rt|h* to the ftuost." Tile 
merchant luu'nn to w«>*p i* h>> heard thU prophecy mid advice 
of the bird my i tor. " f inu-tl Iih my lurk ’ fhisttungUrr is my 
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pet child. How can 1 beur to •»© her married to a dead man ? " 
He cried, “ a las' alas t" 

Praw ; Parents traia up their daughters to offer them 
tu suitable grooms. With what heart shall 1 send this pet 
daughter of mine, a* an ®«)*= to the forest ? When she w a 
mere child, her mother died and I reared her up with utmost 
care. Ad eTil luck is mine. From one danger I fall into 
Another," 

The bird said- " There’s no help.” 


VII 

Prose : b'hm did the merchant do ? On the pretext oC 
going oil *©»-voyage for trade, lie made ono of his ship"; rendy 
and eat our with his daughter. Travelling against lha tide for 
some day*i he came in ‘dght of a place covered with dense wood. 
The ship cimt anchor there and the merchant entered the forest 
with hi* daughter. They walked many a mile and Kajalrekha 
felt greatly depressed in spirit. 

/ VIU 

/ 

Thh Mfcueu ant's Soliloquy. 

«How am 1 to banish you, oh my dear child ? With 
uneoiivercd back in the winter exposing myself to biting cold, 
I warmed you with the warmth of my lx*oin. What pains did 
i not lake to bring you up! Now 1 lew*' come Here tv send you 
to the forest* and no mure to think -if your marriage. Itseuma 
my evil days will never leave me.* 4 td- 1-1-< 


IX 


fVrur : 

: "Oh my hither, where are yon going to lead me?" 
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.♦ You C’lunp frith tin* object of trade but how is ii that 
vonr ship is unduMfOd here, sod why have you th'> 

Ib'cp forest ? Tf it were in your mind that you would Wmx<h 
mt 4 uiiv (ltd you not allow me lo live at nurhomo with iny 
brother' and other* f..r n few dap l don't know why 

vim have «m» t,. M* *«*■ My i* that you Til 

ImoUb me here. Ask, oh my father, ask the tree*, 1-bm^ ^ 
tmtpDtt Of the forest, where was it ever betml that u father 
LumsHed his child iti thin way! The to of the sky. the 
,m*m ( the sun and the pinto ere the guardiaos of wtue f 
lhi v know wlint happened m these four ages. Ask 'hero, oh 
fmher when- was it ever heard Unit a child was <«.ashed at 

,.. of a forest-bird ? This river traces her uoWa 

lineage from the mount nine and so** to meet the high sens. 
She is a witness of nil that Impaired in the pail four age*. 
Ask her where was it ever heard that l rusting to Ihe words 
of a wild bird ii daughter was butttahed in this way I 

LI. 1-14. 


5 

P, w they proceeded on and on till they readied the 
verv depths of that jungly land, there wait ins human ladng 
in That fnrmt. nor were there any levist or bird Tiiuy there 
an old tempi- in it dilapidated enudithm shut from msnie. Iho 
frnhrt- ami daughter wd on the stair-case n while for taking 
TMt The mtd-day sun wn- lending its hunting rap and 
Karaivekhii was greatly oppressed by hunger and thirst. 


KaJAMIUKUA. 

SoHj/ *‘Mv feet caw not walk anymore, oh where is tny 
mother con*!'ah* whom is my dear h«rth« now? Ill 
luck puruir* me day (fell night, eh f tllwr, give me a drop of 

water to allay niy thirst," 

33 
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Pro*/*: The merchant said, " Wait :t moment., I will see 
if there'* water anywhere near \" Ro saying he left the pin,™. 

When her father had gone ftway, the girl rose from her 
seat and looked around the place. Then she touched the door 
of the temple with her gentle hands and lo, it opened at lier 
touch. She entered the temple and the dour became mysterious¬ 
ly I tolled again. Kazatrekhn tried her best but she could, 
not open the door. Meantime, ihe merchant returned with a 
cup full of water and called her aloud, Oh Kjtial —open the 
door,” 3 jut lie rermvviJ n<. reply. After a while he pc reeked 
that his daughter was saying somethin" from inside. He again 
called her saying, ''Come out, daughter, hern is water 
for you," Alas 1 Ka7.ul was now a prisoner iu the temple 
and this her father could not know. There the girl ex plained 
everything to her father who tried his best, (o open the door. 
But he could not. Next he tried to break it open. This also 
he could not. 


SI 

F «**-* Ttie merchant said in a loud voice, ‘'Oh my 
darling, what i» it that you see in the temple?’* She wept 
and said, "It U Lho corpse of a prince l find lying on n couch. 
A lamp foil by butter is burning day and night. The body of 
the prince I find ia pierced by hundred!; of needles and 
arrows.” 

The merchant again called her aloud aud said, “Oh my 
darling, the inevitable decree is written on your forehead, 
what can I do to avert the calamity which awaits you ? Now 
you ne the prophecy of the birr! is fulfilled to "the letter. 
Providence L* against you. How can I find f 0T yott a ?OQ d 
bridegroom r Being your father, I ant going to ask you to 
marry this dead prince. What a pity! ilow shall I return 
home leaving the treasure of my heart here! Now listen to 
me. dear daughter of my heart, the corp w of the prince that 
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you «» near you b your husband. Sun and moon and the 
priding god* of this forest, bear witness. From to-day I 
shall give up all affection from my heart. Boar my word* m 
mind If you ate a chaste woman you will be nblo to reaUiiw 
this dead young man to life. I d«P»« now. We shall never 
meet again. 1 bices you. May you restore your husband 
to life and be allowed to return. Keep the shell-bracelet* 


of luck in your hands for ever.” 

The father and the daughter wept. The animals of Lhe 
forest shed silent tears. The girl was left alone in that 
depth of the forest. The father’* heart broke and the girl 
was seized with terror. Alt* it was not even their good 
fortune to sec each other's face at the time of final parting- 

U. 1-24. 


XII 

Prose i The merchant went away. Kajalrekha was left 
in that temple and she continued to cry and weep there all 
alone with the corpse near her. Her father, the on f com P*' 
t,ton in the forest, bid cruelly forsaken her. She approached 
the lied of the dead prince and with lew* overflowing e 

eyes, lamented thus. , 4 . T 

Perse Awake, oh beautiful prince, unlucky aa l am, 

glance but once at me. I rmver saw you m life before. 
My father, however, has declared you as my hus^nd. Mis 
heart b hard. He has Ml me in this condition For three 

day. and umhte t have taken no meal. Your looks are inn - 

some and bright like the moan. It WM ***"£ 
death are on you. You look as if the morning sun » ***»&* 
the clouds. Who has, alas! brought you to this condition and 
left you a dead corpse in this lonely place ? **>" 

mJ be your parent, I Tim bmp of their h»■ 
wert vet they had the heart to leave you here in this plight. 

Mh. and Uuin«r. • mt lavuer » - * «a,i 
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ui' nil affection from thvir mind ami niilVr ymi to rut tn this 
forest ? \\ hoever you nr«, oh niy lord, t have been told 
that you an* my husband. So long n* 1 live, [ um 3 oars. 
Trust me, opim your lips to speak tu mu and open your ayes to 
look at mo. Aivnke and give mu reply. Don’t, i gray, 
deceive tue any more in this way. 

** Aius 1 like poor UoliuLi, I have luvit offered to the 
dotal by my father.** jj. t-20. 


xin 

Pr<m r After sometime ihu door of the temple opened 
of itself. Kajalfoklm wondering )v olieervod an ascetic enter 
the temple. The father and dang liter had tried their utmost 
hut could not open the door Al she mere touch of the 
mnnyaai it Watne wide open now, £a t olrekha w as astonished 
al this and thought within In-rseii' ‘This mauiymi will he aide 
to restore my husband to lit*;." 

She bowed at Lht fuut of the auitnjfttfii and began so cry. 
The miirtt/ati Consoled tier and said, " Ftair not, oh maiden, this 
dead youth wts a prince and l have brought him hen;. lake 
o!f one by one the needles from his hotly. When nil the 
needles harp thus been taken oiT, then remove the two needle* 
from his two eyes and apply to them the juice of these leaves 
that I give you. Hot take care, many more miseries; are In 
store for you. Don't reaiti evil nor t.y to ewttpe the inevitable 
decree fete by/mre, This dead prince k your husband 
btu bear my advice in mind, until the bird 1 Dh<trme-tnati' 
introduce* you In him, do iioi tell liiin who you are, however 
much you may suiter. If you violate my ad rice you will turn 
A widow.” 

Saying so the asmnpoti went away. 

It took Kujiiircklm seven day'* and seven nights to pick 
out one by on* the needles from tin* bodv of the dead prince 
These seven days she totted ; she did not come out of the 
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temple for all this time. On the eighth day the body of the 
husband was quiet free from the need tea. The two only 
remained in his eyes. She came oat of the temple and wont in 
quest of water to Lake her bath.’ Walking some distance 
she saw a tank; on each of the four aides there was a landing 
ghat made of atone. The water of the tank was of the hue 
of pomegranate juice. She came down and went into the 
tank to bathe. Just at this time she beheld an aid man, 
followed by a girl 14 years of age, crying out. " Is a female 
servant wanted ? M She appeared to he a rustic girl without 
anything special in her features, 

The man approached Kajnlrckha and asked her if she 
was In need of a female servant. She asked him, " What is 
this girl to you, my good man ?" He said, “ She in my 
daughter. Extreme poverty has driven me to this point. I 
am going to sell her. I went everywhere in the neighbouring 
villages but none would buy her. Then I met a tannpaai 
who told me, “A princess dwells in yonder forest, most 
probably she is in need or a female servant." 

** I think you arc the princes* of whom the nanngati has 
told me.” 

Then Kajalrekha began to think thus within herself: 
"There was one cruel father in this world who banished bis 
daughter to this forest. But here la another more cruel than 
that, one who lias come to sell his daughter on the plea of 
poverty. Surely this girl is tmrn to misery as I am, " 

Feeling sympathy for her and expecting to find in her 
one who would share bar miseries, Kajalrekha bought her 
from her father at the price of her golden bracelet. 

Song ; " As a fruit of her own evil action in her past 
life she was banished to the forest. Now she purchased a 
servant with her bracelet and named her Kankan-dnshi or 
" Maid of the Bracelet.'* 

* ii h-ftt Sh»4t»r.iS mm* U* v* re«ioft4 lif* wnr* mmatM to tltu tantil bj 
lb ^ ud ptiMDL U 1 jhJj La lEw 
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Then she printed oat to the maid the old temple and 
lirid, "Go there, you will sae the corpse of a prince but do not 
be frightened. You will find some leaves under his pillow. 
Make some juice with them. I shall instantly coma back 
and apply the juice to his eyes removing from them the 
two needles. This will give him life again." When she arid 
this, her loft eye quivered, which wu n sign that she did not 
do well by disclosing this secret to the * Maid of the Bracelet*' 

rVvw ; Vi hen to the Maid of the Bracelet she had arid so, 
a sudden terror seised her and her left eye quivered. 

The maid weal a fen slaps onward and turned back to 
see the path. All kinds of devilish thoughts came into her 
head in the meanwhile. 

She picked out the two needles from the Prince's eyes and 
applied the juice to them as site had heard. At once the prince 
row; up from his bed regaining life. The Maid of the Bracelet 
said, “ Now, prince, marry me." 

The prince did not know who she was, hut all the same he 
took an oath then ami there, saying—“Since by your grace I 
Imve regained my life, I take the oath that 1 will marry you." 
X second oath he took saying, '* Here du I touch your body and 
sw ear that ymi will be the lady of my heart, sin cl- it is you 
who has given me my lire/ 1 A third oath he took saying. 
Hero do 1 sw ssr. 1 Let Dlinnna {(iod) be witness, from 
to‘day you nil! bo the Queen of my palace’ My whole 
kingdom, my nobles, kinsmen and officers gave rue up. The 
people are happy in Ibejr homes leaving mo, their king, a 
corpse, til tliis forest nil al-jne It is vour kindness to which I 
owe my life. I swear therefore that there is none In this 
world who will be as dear to me as you.” LI 1-18. 

XIV 

Pro*"He never cared to know who her parents 
were, nor enquired what caste she belonged to. lie 





The Maid of the Bracelet 



14 At this moment ivilb lu r dolin'* &l] after Utti> 
Kajitaklia enteifll Ihf. fetnpTe." 

Kufffrek&n, p. 30$ 
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promised to marry her solely tMUlie she was the giver 

of his life. 

Song: “ In that temple burnt a lamp fed by sacred 

butter, the prince touched it and swore." 

Prose: At this moment with her clothes ail wet after 
kith, KujalrekUn entered the temple. Entering she was 
surprised to find her husband restored to life. 

r<v»?: "Kajalrethii looked at him with joy. He was 
bright as the moon free from eclipse. He looked glorious like 
the morning sun. She glanced at him wit h eager eyes from 
head to foot. The prince was also struck with her surprising 
ik'autv. He had never seen a woman as handsome a* #he> 

Sha was iit the dawn ot her youth, she sparkled like a 
precious diamond. He said sweetly to her, " Wherefrom do 
yot , comu, oh girl? Wlial is your name? Who are your 
parents and where is your home? Why do you wander about 
in this forest ? Be gracious and sire me a reply. Your father 
is cruel and mother no less m How could they allow you to 
leave home and come all alone to this deserted place ? " 

The Maid of the Bracelet came forward and intervened at 
this stage saying, " l 1 wve purchased her by my Inncelet. Her 
name is JEjuikati-deii (the Maid of the Bracelet).** 

Thus the queen became a slave and the slave a queen. It 
is all due to her evil action (in some pnsi life) that made 
Kajalreklta wretched from hirth. L1 ’ lil8 * 


XV 

ta ifie pthicu or lhe prince Kajaltokha pa*** her days 
as a servant, $lw fetches water from the lank, dusts the 
rrnlms, waste* dot 1 1 us, and nigh I u.d dav serves the false 
queen. Hut incite of all tier devotion and sense of duty that 
queen V not ,rfth her. She is abused by her nn , ■* 

pretest or other every time. 
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Tlie felsu qlinen always watched her with (suspicion and 
kopt her under strict surfolltniiw le.,t dm disclosed the truth 
to .my body. The prince, hnwr-ver, observed si I this very 
Hf'seiy. ITo became enamoured at her for her ex tv I lei it 
modesty, her sweet convorHal.mn, her courteous and good 
manners, above nil. for her beauty uhieh huh like the 
rad inure uf the moon. 


Tu>: Piunok. 

“Who ore you olt iHwifciful ime, where h your horned 
What is your name md who are your parents? T<1] me (he 
truth »int! give me these detail* about you. You work hero 
as a servant bm this evidently does nut. suit you. Mv own 
suspicion ^ that you tire n princes-. By some stroke of evil 
fate you have been reduced to this condition. Your beauty 
puts the gUirtous moon to Hbarao. Do not, nh maiden, deceive 
me, but let me know the truth." U. 1-18, 

Kaj.slbekha. 

'* l *ni the 1 Maid of tbe fltacebt.' Your wife Ims pur¬ 
chased me with her bracelet, [ was in the fares!, passing my 
days in a-reat misery. Here you have kindly placed" me 
above want by giving tun my daily meals and clothiV 

‘M have no father, nu mother, no brother, oh my lord. 
Like a cloud drifted by tlm wind I wander about as one who 
is utterly helpluas." 

Prone r Though thus the prince put her many questions 
every day he failed to set any definite reply. Bj this lime 
the false queen made his life intolerable by j, IT w jcked wavs 
anil manners. by her crudeness t-f sell-praise ami lung talks. 
The princo loved Kujalrektni in the heart of his heart. He 
was eo much struck with her beauty and i*ther qualities fcbut 
he became maddened by a curiosity to learn who she really 
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was. rtt> considered his wealth* lib cmplm am! capital all 
meaning!^ end van, without her. He could not stop ta 
the wig ht nor take his usual mads. lie hml no heart in hm 
work. Xh« work! Jwjin^d void in bis eyrss* 

U„ B day he called his old minister T« him and said, *■ T am 
going away on a journey fur nine months, to vbit ul her com nines, 
during this time try your best to gel all information about 
thb girl who calls hetself the Maid of the Bracelet. 

[{ fl took leave of tin* minis lev and went, to the false ipjeen 
and asked her if she should like him to bring her anything 
from the foreign gtMUitries which he was going to visit. The 
false i|iieen expressed her nish for a c«ie brisket, a winnow, 

n ilut tmv. ri rice-li us king pedal tnude uf amfi wood, a nose- 

orriamnnt tunde of bell mu tat, and a pair nf bwtttu mi kiefs, 

The prince felt a disgust at all this nod went to 
Kajulrekka (now the Maul of the Bmoekl'l, At fittt 'he said. 

* t don’t want anything. I am ipiito happy at ynur house, I 
have no want hew/' But the prince insisted on her asking 
something of him* raying, 11 You must ash something of me; 
something thm you tike best ” Kajntrckba said, “ I l»ve no 
want here I mid you hut really if you want to get something 
fur me* please purchase t he hint of tint name uf OAorm^uati 1 

for me." 

The prince had no difficulty in getting llu* trinkets for 
the false spieem Of course it look him no time to discover what 
she was made of. He VW however weary and sick at 
henrt not laung aide to secure tho lard for 

Knjnlrekhii in spite of his efforts. He wandered from one 
country to another, from the jurisdiction of one prince or 
merchant to that of another, and thus six months passed. 

After three months more be would have to return to his 
vaiiitHl and of Blow liho two months passed. At this point he 
irrived at the town of Knjnlrakha’s father. There hr had It 
announced by Iwat of drum that he was willing to purchase 
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a bird named Dkarmn-mati. Tile merchant Dbaneswar 
wondered as, lo who might he the man who wanted the bird 
of such a name. He knew' well that his daughter alone 
knrw or the bird, lie was convinced that whether she passed 
her days in happiness or in sorrows, it mattered not, hut it 
must he she and none other who had sent a man to purchase 
the Sitka. So Dhnneswar decided his course and offered the 
bird to the Needle Prince ns lie was called, who was 
highly delighted to secure it fnr Kujfilrekhu whom he wanted 
to please by all posihla ways and means. 


XVI 

On returning home the Needle Prince gave to his false 
queen what he had brought for her, and he handed over the 
parrot to Knjairekha but said nothing to either. Now, listen 
to what had occurred during his absence from home. 

The minister, whenever there was some difficult point in 
state affairs to be solved, referred it both to the false queen 
and Kajalreklm for their opinions. 

The former had no idea in any matter hut often gave 
orders off-hand ; in out? instance her order was so impru¬ 
dent that it caused a material harm to the state, hut the 
minister, shewing her every respect due to her position, did 
act oppose her wishes hut carried them out. On one occasion 
a great danger threatened the state. The minister could not 
find any means te avert it, lie sought the advise of Eajnl- 
rekhn. Her advice proved so wholesome and wise that tin* 
danger was easily got over. Now, tlm minister stated aU 
these to the LI*in privately. The Raja knew beforehand 
what turn things would take in his absence but said 
nothing The minister suggested t hat far a further trial about 
the respective merits of the two ladies, the Raja should invite 
a few friends . a dinner at his palace and the duties of the 
kitchen should he .- trusted to both of them separately, Un 
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the firel day such duty si mu Id devolve on the queen and on 
the next on ** the Maid of the Brawtut, 1 ' 

The False queen prepared sauce wish vhttlfa 1 —a hot drink 
with ftena (the fruit »f Art&xxiypHt Lacttvha), a plain naiad 
nf Kachu in which die forget to put mil. The prince in 
shame, hung his head flown when the feud was wrved to his 
friends. The next din Lin M ud nf thr lirauelct wa- entrusted 
with the charge of the klUfhett, 

Verte: She rose early in the morning and took her bath j 
with a pure body and rmiml she entered the kitchen. She 
bound her hair into a kuoJ and put oil i short handy cloth. 
She hail the kitchen wndiud by the water of the Ganges, 
She prepared the spires with u delicate hand pressing 
them on a atone niul kf-pt readv a paste tif powdered rice. 'The 
stems of the memkaohi (mi esculent root) were cut to pieces. 
She prepared a broth of pigeons and curries of various kinds 
of fish. She them made 1'me cakes with sugar and thickened milk 
which when pined on tin- plate* invited appetite by their 
sweet flavour. Thu nidi-shaped onke called the Chandra- 
ptMili which looked Ilk-* the urescetu moon wan next prepared. 
Various drinks of excellent taste and flavour were placed in 
golden cups- Oftctt, Chtpan and Poa were the delicacies of 
tlu? district wild she showed a great skill in their making. 
The cake called Khir Puli inside which was thickened 
milk sweetened by sugar was a delicacy highly tasteful and was 
much enjoyed. There were beautiful -scats made of jack-wood 
which were placed on tlu* floor cleaned and washed with care. 

She put the fine *hoti rice on golden plates and in their 
corners placed piece* of lemon elegantly cut to give a 
taatc to the food. In golden cups she kept thickened milk and 
curd; md ripe himnrin? from Which the akin was taken out, 
were ready ou a golden plate. 1 hen col den vessels filled 
with cold water were reserved for washing the face and hands 


1 iMln tu jiwei ’h 
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mid nhti prepared nieo betels with catechu made of the S"«?l 
smelling juice of ihe iWer of tJ(«- screw-plant and tbaao she 

placed in ti golden betel-box. 

After doing all thane alii- remained lu the kitchen fora 

while. l-M. 

Prut? t The trial did not end here but wont on. The 
night of the 'Lakshmipujw day called the Kojwj<**~ ,j; 
the night for keeping vigil, alien tint hnrvaai ffoidesH is 

worshipped* the prince at the uhiee of the minister aib-d 
thr queen and Kajnlrekha to decorate the courtyard with 
(ttipmui paintings. The king Mid, " Same of my Metals will 
be present, «<> iry your best to make the paintings beautiful." 
The false queen drew legs uf fit- raven and the crow, the 
fust-steps of the crane ; a store-h now; of t he mustard s«fii mid 
curs of com. 


Row AXI> What K*JAt*£KHA r.\tsTBB. 

VfY &She kept b mdful> f rice of a vary tine quality— 
the ahftti ■ muter ffai-r until n„ «w# thoroughly softened. 
Then she washed them carefulb mil pressed them on a stone, 
She prepared a white liquid paste with them mid TitM r>l all die 
drew the adored feet of her ptirrul* which were always upper 
m a<t in her wind- She next drew la o gnuuufc# hiking nitre 

to paint the foot-tepi of th--lmrvcHrsfOdde»in tbfl paibe 

tending to them, nisi in trot Lm-ml at interval* floe ear- -if 

Hes? drooping low with Litelr burden, Then sbe drew the 
palace of the groat cd Siva atid hi' consort Parvati In 'be 
Kailaa mountain-. In 'he Tnhlillf* of a big tot us leaf site 
painted Visitu ami Uk»hmi ■ m-d I' t-'Hhur. anil on a chariot 
drawn by the royal swan die painted the figure of Mannvi 

Devi from whom nil vjctnrte* pror.led. Then site drew the 

tigtire^ of witehes mid (1m -nhUi k who could perform mrrncles 

l,v tnutrik prm tie*- "i’ 1 ne'‘ lu uy Up&s of bcav,.m She 

t Stiffn-t* grOY 1 1 • ‘Ofi/n* t *{>• ■ > aid under i ■ tin- tigufO 
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at lianadevi (the Sylvan deity). Then -shfs painted IhiVviri 
Kali—tin* Goild - who -iv- ns from all <hui1! . 
warrior-god Kurt’key a nn>l tin' writ or-pod *lv- > ■ 

iihiI with Elmir buAoitd* or animal* limy rotin. 

And then Katn -;r 1 8ila And Ltk*bninn ivtir** drown. ay h-r 
admirably. Tk' -real chariot 1'ii'paka— tin* uret-jd.'iu. was 
» k«*tdicd in her drawing mid flit* (jnd* Y nan -uni Imhu w*t 
ilsa Introduced in this panorama. 

She next painted till* sea, the vim and tlm mo - .'l 

<il all itn old dilapidated temple in the middle yl -in ^ »H< l 
with tin- picture of a dn.nl prince linddn ll. Hlu*d. i« I 
Il ga ms axoftptttrc her own. The tLmr> s of 'he Needle Priiaie 
and of 1m courtier* a.-tv ail there—hut " t my ul h r on .. 

WTion the paint ms wa* finished sin - kindled ' lamp f—- 
Ktuwd hatter -md Mnu . di- hawed t. ■ ■. i i:h h r ; .ni I *■■. 
to the tr round. Id 


svn 

PiVtf : The llnjit with Hie Iriends, imiiiittwrs ojjit tirlint 

olfieu* went rli>i to sen the in itliu ni Hi .. ttani 

Htvt illOW'W KajiillTkim. VI- "' "■ "■ imnnmiou-. Ill tv-ini-'. 
to the ci'iicliwkin ihm sho *undy helmi^-d i.. »m .* n* j m<ci Id** 
futtiih". In tluw way uii-tuus trials W' nc "ii 

Sow, the girl-dbrn Approach*** tin pal'd and uulan-H 
her luuirt hy witeplnc ImfiiN it. Stu* pn* to < ho bfrrrl <pji tim■■* 
about her fathwi' ami hr dinar .ted n«k* 1 lion her mt-*<fies will 
CO rue to ail end. 

Sang *. “ Toll me, oil Uirrl, dl 1 H aI lin* Ufccri plow iu litj 
fmherV home bHicu i hdt How am my ? i r ;• » 

year*- I have 1 k—m In land-* siitToi imj vjfimi. Harrow . 

I’.-r ail thl* :im- 1 to*.- nnlUid'hi '■ -nl E- i ■ H i - i f utr'insr 
! It*m htti once. 

** JJt ynnngvr Imilitnr wn% rfmti* to inr nt my W*. 1 - - h 
fiMu m>w uultUeu muSj hi mt dretnr.* in uV mitht. Ail <!u* 
w a* written in mv I rjlivaa, >i> Iim miuIJ 1 void : *' ,■ 
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luuiLsIitjd mu to :i forest. Them I met a dead! prince. For 
seven dLm ami nights with itiftaito pains 1 picked out Ihfl 
needles from his body mid then what sorrows were reserved 
for me ! I piuvhiised a miiid-servant wilt my bracelet. She 
become th© queen and i Imr servant, Ob, wise bird, you have 
Wn present iu this world from the Snlya Yug*, 1 Tell the 
trillh, wheu will the weight of my miseries '«• removed V” 

LI. I-11. 

Tiut ilFPi.i 01 Tim Rim*. 

8oh/j . “ Don’t cry. oh m aider l, do not lunmni any more. 
In the depth of night shall 1 toll von all that you wish to 
know.” 

When it Was pivusd mid-flifjbt, the girl called (he bird 
aloud and -aid. "Tint nigln is fur advanced. Arc you awake, 
dear friend ? It will he dawn ere Ions'." 

“ In my father’s house there are innumerable servants but 

... . ^ 

is ill luck would hitv« it, T work here ns a servant myself. In 
mv father's house there are excellent mats,—the thittrl patti 
of artistic workmanship. Hn< j couches and bedstead* hut a* ill 
look would have it, t sleep hereon the hire Hour My father 
used to buy for me Ham"-colonred uadi* of silk, here do I 
wear short and etans «tdi* made by thn country weavers. 
With my own bracelet, dear hind, T purchased a maul-servant. 
She ha- Iwseotne tire qurwri and I h**r servant. You are wist*, 
ob bird, present in this world from the Batya Yuija. Tel! me 
whun the ni<*ht of ray woea will Iw over 1 


I’ll*: Hint* 

-■ tin not crir,nh maiden, do not lament, t will tell you every - 
Uuttg re^ardius; your falhi r’i house. Ever since you w-rc 


' u? tonl D^rniH miili wm |g !p tif t }uj«y ^r| iji* liV'T^ ter life lijflt 

■ft :* 1t w - I t =- - th- t’Trln. I'.r* Unipm Uritrl 111.* fcuLL-j ygftj. 
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banished tan year* 350, your father litis nut gone on -im voyage 
for trada. These ten years your father has been passing hi*, 
life under the shadow of a great grief. He has grown blind 
by shedding tears night and day. The citizens weep ns they 
talk n( you. The servants of the house step their work us 
they remember you. 1 rom the day you have been banished 
the eUsphant* and horses or the wimble do not touch grass or 
water when your name is mentioned. 

41 The sun is not bright in ihe day and the moon looks pale 
by night in grief, and the wild hird* sing their saddest lay 
from 1 he boughs of trees. No lump cun dispel the darkness 
of the fair palace. This, in short, is the xtory of your father's 
house. Ten years have passed ami there are yet two year** 
during which you will continue to suffer. After this time 
happiness is in store for you. LL 1 - I t. 

XV in 

Probe: Tu this way the maid«ui speaks every night of 
her hups and sorrows to tin* bird She asks the question 
over again ns to when her evil days will lie at an end. The 
bird tithes her by sweat words as best as it can. 

Thus passed some days mors. Now another incident 
took place at this moment. 

The prince hod a friend who was a guest at his hou>i- at the 
time. This friend was convinced tbal Kajftlraklia must have been 
a princess. He was ho much impressed by her (jeauty and 
noble qualities that lie invame inndduned with love. He lost 
all souse of right and wrong. Night and day he thought over 
his plans to take away the maiden from that place to his 
own palace and there many her. Ho tnuk the false queen 
into hb confidence. The Needle Prince hIjhi was so much 
ereiinjured of Knjaln'klm that ho ceased attending court 
and ntayed in tin* inner apartment for the pleasure of talking 
with her, 
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If-' tt? 1 ' quit-* indifferent tohfa fal # f quf>ei>, ^ ^er- 
,..lf ifr^iUv wronged and dt-vised plan* to remora Kajalreklro 
from the pn1nc>* (iy ?onia means or other. Ih*' frmud of th« 
[rciuco and thu falM queen pul their head* together unit 
il'-Mov 4 >i in ii- plans, Tbuy wore convlnued that if they 
t Hm)d -mceced in creating u suspicion in th* mind of Hie 
prints auM Ka]alr««hn*s character, hu would surely 
banish her 

K ijjul sliJpt in a 1'iom nil alone with ilia bird Dkurnta-mati 
t, r her only com pan inn. Taking the ad vice of the friend of 
hor liushund the Wh qUeWl covered the gotnwny leading to 
ICn)a1rekhA*s romn with * I hill layer id vermilion and the 
ri-i.d '■topped i>v r the spot leaving tour mark? of hi* feet on it. 
ft iusr rvppe-ii- d (mm ihew foot-print? if a iimn bad gone 
sen. and come out of the room. Sow the false queen charged 
Kajulrekiuv with mbmiwuluot anti pamuwlad the prince to 
believe her story by run eloquent speech The friend also 
joined her mid endorsed ill she had said and thus produced 
H strong conviction In the mind of the prince as to Kajai- 
r«kha*s guilt. In great wrath did ilw prince call on Kajal- 
i-rtklia and ask for an eiphtaattol), 
ghe wept and said; — 

/ vse ',1 sleepnlone in my room. AJasl who i* auch n 
I iit-r enemy uf mine as to have fabricated this story |! 

- I cji.ll the mtjjel* of heaven to ln-ar witness to my 
conduct; the muon and the stars were awake tn the night and 
witnessed all that happened : i call on them to bear witness. 
The parrot is rny wiinwas. The lamp of my mom bums steadily 
wiih wakeful eyes lu the night. I call on it to bear 
IVitnes* t I rail mi ill** Night itself to civ*- evidence. The 
pnris'1 remains in it? rage in the room all night. Brine it 
to your loyal court and ask What it knows bet him Ml 

thu truth. ^ ^ 

/Vow; The parrot was in it? golden cage and he was 

brought. before (he Court. 


kajaluf.kha 


87 S 


Vena “ Tell us, oh wise bird, on oath before God, was 
the maiden all nUme last night ? Tell us if she is chaste or not ? 
in this court which h n» always followed the maxims of truth 
and justice—tell the truth, we cite you aa witness,’' 


Tut Burn. 

“Oh prince, I don’t know what I should say. I have no 
memory of what took place Iasi night. She is unlucky and 
hence ha» been involved in 11 had case. She is guilty in 
that sense, so you may banish her to a forest.” 1 Lb 1-10. 

Then the prince asked his friend to take her with him 
and banish her to some th'-erl island in the sea. 


Kajalkekua. 

Verte; “The guilt? one leave of you, oh prince 1 
From to-day t shall no more be In your pntoeo. Rcmemlier 
me, esteemed prince, us one who served you for some time and 
forget and forgive all my faults. You may forgot me, no 
matter. My prayer to God is that He may grant me the 
fortune of seeing yon hut once at tin) time of my death.” She 
took leave of the faUn queen -her eyes were blinded with 
tears. She could not see the (with, She sai l, “ I Have com¬ 
mitted many faults, esteemed queen, forgive them and remem- 
l«r me—once your servant." 

She took leave of the parrot. Hot Incessant tears felt on 
the earth like rain. She came on board the ship calling the 
sun and the mono bear witness to her innocence. The 
citizens assembled there and cried, 11 Alio, alas! 1*1. 1-lk 

> fill* hi rcS fiekji wilh N ^Pf.Jihiiijs Irr^ ■ >W ifctll hi* Bbt U 

btStwtd uri ib»* *■(** alwtteN 1 !*l tJ Lbo **H- ll * fie » fcl1 ** |Uu * 1 

f*ifl E»** *■ wjHifMCil M* 


HYMENS (XG BALLADS 




xrs 

Pn:m-; It was a viwt sea—its coast* nr limits could not ho 
won, Ute ship came into the midst of this great water. 
Then the friend of the X«?edlt* Prince *aid tu the maiden :— 

Ver»e: '* My (mine in nt the city of Katichanpur. My 
father in a great man—a millionaire, I have innumerable 
horses and elephants in my stable. Nine lakhs of cows graze in 
cur pastures, our wealth in immense and the prows of our ships 
are plated with gold. We have pleasure -houses in the midst 
of our tanks, there are rich canopies curtains, bedsteads, 
couches, and other valuable furniture in our palace, I have 
not yet married, l am a bachelor. Be kind unto me, fair 
maiden, and fill in the gap in my home consenting to be my 
bride. AH the servant* and nmid-servants of the house will 
minister to your wishes. If you agree, 1 will lead the ship 
towards my fair city.” 

Kajalhkhka, 

'* You ftoi a friend of the prince mid I am but his maid- 
hst vant ; owing to my ill luck AM 1 doomed to exile, He ltntf 
sent me with you wishing von to bmnttfti me. Being the son 
of a king, why should you marry a maid-servant ? ” 


The PtuKci:. 

“You were n servant, hut now T trill make you my f|Utwn 
Once hut conn- to my pnbici: and you will w, 

My palace shine* with gold md there the couches and 
bedsteads an-mmb-nf solid gold. You will be di-lighted to 
see my father's city. 
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The SIaxdex. 

11 Hear, oh prince, the tale of my sorrows. My father 
took me to he a guilty one and InniHlutil me. 

Then I became a servant in a EUja’s palace. He has 
banished mt taking tne to be a guilty one. So 1 have come 
hew with the burden of scandal on my head. Why not 

throw me into these deep waters. Covered with shame as 

I am I will not show my face to any human being. LI. 1-26. 

Pm*?; The prince did not listen to the maiden's laments 
but ordered bis ship to be straightway taken towards his 
city. Shu began to cry saying: 

Pert#i “AUw! where arc my parents at this evil hour? 
There is none to help roe even if I die of a broken heart. 
My husband took me to lx) a guilty cow and banished me. 

“ for my evil actions in some past life I am born to 
misery and am wretched for life. This wicked man has 

raised his hands to hurt a person who is already dead. If 

I am n chaste woman, let there spring up a shoal m the 
■HMi at my words.” kl. 1-10. 

Instantly a shoal sprang tip in the deep sm and the 
ship struck on the sands. The captain and the oarsmen all 
Mid, " This maiden is a witch. It h for her that things 
have come to this pass. We must get rid of her,’ 

The prince was thus obliged by bis men to land her on the 
sands. As soon an she got down from <he ship, it floated 
again. The friend of the Noodle Prinoe had no other recourse 
left but abandon her there inspite of liis great unw tiling - 
m'as to do so. 

Smg: Let m for n while turn the topics from Kuj&t- 
rekhn to the merchant Flatneswar. 

After * few days of ' vital happened above, Dhmieswar 
died, Haines war then proceeded on sea-voyage for trade 
with hie father's ships. Now travelling in different countries 
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the young merchant was an his way hack to homo. His 
ships encountered a great storm and were obliged to cast 
anchor on the sandy shore where Kajal was barely alive. 
She sustained bur !if> fur six months livin™ upon ihe screen 
reeds that grew there. The night passed and the young 
merchant espied one morning a beautiful damsel in that 
lonely shoal. He could not recognise her tvs his own sister, 
and Kajalrekha too could not recognise her brother as she 
had left home when he was merely four years old. After 
a good deal of persuasion Rat no* war prevailed upon her to 
Come to his ship and accompany him to Ins heme. When they 
reached the city of their parents, Ivnjalat once knew it to be their 
homo and remembered t be palace and everything in it. But she 
said nothing to any one and silently wept iti her room all alone. 

T*preen: There the horses and elephants in t tie stable are 
a» before, but the parents of unfortunate Kjijalrekhs are no 
longer in this world. 

“The big hulk and compartments of toe palace look empty 
and void in my eyes, for ray parents have loft these for over. 
Here in tbit room i used to sleep on the couch—in the arms 
of my mother. Hero t:io I dreamt sweet dre ams in nights 
full of picture* of happiness. Yonder is that room in which 
my mother used lo serve me milk and butter; unlucky am 
I to have lcvsi my dear mother. Where is my dear father 
B banes war to-day ? Won't you come, dear papa, and see 
your daughter who Has returned hoinu uftcr twelve long year*. 
Alas, no mother, no father have 1 in the house, not even lha 
parrot I loved. Big kills looking grim and lonely confront 
my eyes on all sides. 1 * 

Days passed in this way and uue full month she spent 
weeping. 

One day the vonng merchant UatneswFir came to her 
and said, "Oh my moon-faced friend, yon wore on the other 
lido of the milk-white sea, my ship has brought you down 
to this country of ours saving you from death. 
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The crocodile And the bic stilish would have eaten up 
your fair limb* hud 1 not brought you here with utmost cam 
iiml affection. Neither have I married nor bare you, I sup- 
pone, done so. Just think of youth which is fleeting. With 
your consent and kind permission may 1 not hope to he united 
with youE I have neither father nor mother living. This 
palace looks, empty and void. It yon give your consent to-day 
X may many you to-morrow. In fact, I have already made 
some advance, I have invited my kinsmen trod friends who 
arc already in the palace and the priest i« ready too, to link 
us together in nuptial bonds . musical parties with tlieir instru¬ 
ments have also assembled here. Now, make yourself happy 
hy consenting to my proposal, Wu have a large number of 
maids and nurse* in the palace, they will be all your servants, 
carrying out your slightest wish ; you will pleasantly rest ou 
the couch, I will offer you betel from the I >o tel-bo* aud they 
will offer you meals of fine ttmli rice in golden plates.’ 


KaJ.vluekua. 

*■ You want to marry me, hut I have one condition. If 
you can fulfil that I shall consent to your proposal. 

•* You want to marry me, hut you do not know to what 
family 3 belong and who my parents are. Before any intro¬ 
duction, you wish to marry mo. 1 may be a Uadi or a Dome. 
Nobody knows it. You will not then obey the Saatra* which 
forbid such a union, 1 ' 

ftlT MVRWAH. 

“ Your face, fair damsel. Shines like the moon. T_am 
convinced that you are not a Uadi or a TJmne. Tell me who 
your parents ore and where is your home? How did you 
happen to be in that lonely sea-beach ? Give me these 

‘ Uadi* uJ Item** tH ih» lawart *!**•«. Hu " nirtMWhilSk w*^" '» lirf n ^ da 
Sastefr. 


27S MYMEXMND BALLADS 

particulars, but whitever it be, T assure you, I hare resolved 
to marry you," 


Kajal&e'eua, 

am not abb to give yon the particulars you want to 
know fur the simple reason that from my tenth year i hare 
been a wanderer in the forest leaving oil touch with home. 
There is, however, »* parrot in the palace of the Needle Prince, 
who will relate to you the whole story of my life. It is this 
bird who will act ns my match-maker. If you want to marry, 
bring the bird up here and then settle everything. 

LI. 1-52- 
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Prose: Tim merchant in stanly scut bis men to bring 
tile parrot from the palace of the Needle Prince. They 
started for the city of thsl prince with a ship full of gold 
and jewels. 

Now, after having banished Knjalreklm the Needle Prince 
became like one ituul. lie left UU city and visited many 
countries to quest of her. He marched from one country to 
another, from one sun to another, but all in vain pursuit. 
He thus wandered nlioul on braird his ship many weary 
days and nights. When be was absent from his capital, the 
men sent by Ratnes war vial ted his city with their ship full 
of gold and jewels. The false queen was tempted by the 
high price they offered for the bird Marma-mati anil sold 
it to them. 

They were right glad at the liargain and returned home 
with the parrot. Then it was proclaimed by Halneswar by 
heat of drum that he had brought a mca-nymph from the 
III ilk-white Sfei and that he ira-f going to marry her. The 
noit day, peepla were struck with wonder at this report. 
The most surprising part of it was the announcement that 
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n wild bird of the forest would relate before all the incidents 
of the sea-nymph’* life. The attractive report drew people 
of nil classes to the merchant’s house. Many Rajas anil princely 
merchant?, and mtllioniiirfis assembled there to witness the 
wonderful spectacle. 

In duo time a parrot was brought before the spectators 
in « golden cage, the doors of which were kept open at the 
desire of the bird. 

We forgot in mention that the Needle Prluw. the 
husband of Kajnlrt’khri, was a 1*0 present in the assembly. 

At this stage of the affairs, the parrot Hew tip from the cage 
and took its seat at its top from which it tpive the following 
account of the ancestry and other things relating to 
Kajalrekha. 

Femes: " My name is Dh/u-tutt-t»<tfi (/if. the pure-minded) 

I am a parrot as you wo me, listen, oh my distinguished 
audience, to what 1 am going to relate. 

In the southern districts there lived a merchant named 
Ulianeswnr who was u millionaire, [to luul a son and a 
daughter and by the grace of the Goddess of Fortune* ho 
flourished in all respects. The girl was ten years old, she 
Wiisu matchless homily; when she smiled it aecnied diamond 
and pearls sparkled. She looked fresh juid lovely us a water- 
lily dront-hed in raiu. The son was only four year* old. 
They called him by the name of Batmsawur or the lord of gold 
and bis Iwdy shone as gold itself. The girl was unlucky 
from her birth and became subject to groat woes in life. 
The merchant asked me one day as to where lie could got 
n suitable bridegroom for tier. I am the bird Dhanna*}naii \ 
true to my name, l could only speak the truth. I calculated 
the destiny of the girl and found that, she w,i* to he married 
to u dead prince. 

For twelve years she would continually suffer from great 
sorrows, i also found that if the merchant would keep his girl 
iu his pci hive, groat mishap* would befall him. 1 mi vised 
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him accordingly to banish the girl to some fores'; (hat was the 
only condition by which -iho could expect her miseries to come 
to an end after twelve ytnrs. The roerchanl at my sugges¬ 
tion took his daughter and went on hoard one of his ships 
and took me also along with him in his travel. Alter going 
a great distance we saw a forest haring many Mahua trees 
tn it. It was a deep jungte covering a vast area and without 
any boundary line, For ihr‘j>* days the girl ate nothing. 
She was, in fact, about to die from starvation. The father 
left bar near an old temple and went to futdi water. When 
th« father went she looked on all sides and then opened the 
door uf the temple and enterod it. Just then the merchant 
returned with a cup of witter and called her aloud but she 
was a prisoner in thn temple. Tin* door could not lie opened. 
It seemed to he marie of steel and the bolts them solves seemed 
to he of the same strong metal. 

So the merchant hud no other course left to him than to 
return home leaving the dangler there.’’ |J. 1-88. 

Prone; Here the bird flow up and taking its sent on the 
roof of the second floor delivered the following massage; 

4i I will now change the Uipic from that of h'ajalrekhn 
to that of the Needle Prince. 

In the town of Champa, there was u umrehnnt prince 
named tiiradhar. Ho hrnl no child. He was called * Atlur' 
hateful name given in the conn try nidc to ana who is 
without any child). He had none in the house who would 
keep Hie lamp of his line burning in bis palace after bis 
death. 

He worshipped many u god but none < f ihnui granted 
him the bmm of a son far which hw prayed fa rhem. Hut 
hear, oh my learned and ion on, what hnpponad to this prince 
next. A Mnnyo4» came to the palace Sometime after arid pro- 
diotcil that God had at lant hem kind to the king and would 

" JKiri him a wu of extraordinary beauty and 

latent*. Saying this ihn nannyam ottered him a mango and 
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directed that hU qtieen should it* The qween ntfl the 
fruit mul after teti months gave birth to a tltKul *ou. 

T!k- mnuftnui was culled Cor and Ilf advised thn Unja to 
plcrco hundreds of needles tote the bod? *d the dead I why. 
Thu* he hits been known us tlm Vedlc Frince, After this, 
tlm wtntDjaxi nuked I he Kaji to keep him in * fonwl all nh*e. 

In h lUamal solitude in the il«ptli of a sriart forest i 
U? tuple vtt* I milt mid the dead prince «m> to it 

Though it wn»:i at ill-ham baby. hy the ?r»eu of -mis it gw 
up in beauty like the bright menu. The print- in; like a corpse 
all i he while Iwt hie body attained its youthful develnpnienl 
in proper limo. At this time KftjalrwkliA unit tfuto Her 
bit Imr had Uiuushed her mid canunftuded tW u* it we* bar 
evil lot she should marry a dead man. 

She wept mid wept and her tears would meli a atone. In 
fuel, she Uiwill'd the body of hor dead husband with thorn. 
For seven days and seven night-a shr '-it on t In - hi"d of ilm 
prince and picked out the nredics from hi* liody. Ihwnmuen 
days mul seven nights alw fasted mid mi tin* mghtb day nh« 
went to Imlhe In tlm tank leaving the two nccdki of his e}« 
ill douched and tlm medicine Mini wan to give him Silo near 
the lii'iI. dim! ni that time i nmn from a city cairn- IhWe 
unit wanted to. sell his daughter. 

SSie purvbu&vd Urn mnid.->cruLul. with her lnncel* t for her 
prillco hot the servant now hccutim tin* queim and sho her 
servant," 

Tlm bird limn related nm> hy one -dl tin* incidents of her 
husband* [lulttCA mid tin.* sorrows and roiSflriw she to jmliyctfii 
to hy the mu! Maid "C I lit 1 Hriwi'ltd now miswd to the statue of 
the quern Tlm bird relailad nil that happened as i result of 

a ctiiwpimry trinde by tlm .. . »»f tlm Jfeodle I Tinea mid how 

by bis w illness the latter lost ill power of judgment find scut 
her (n exile. When hr unto thifi, the tears of i If bird inoowant* 
]y 1 lowed from |m rye* and ("linked his voire, llii* ivick'-d 
friend had wanted to marry Ktijalrukhn by force. Because she 
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was chaste her tears moved the groat sea itself to compassion 
Hud it bun- in its besom a candy shoal. 1 ' 

After saying so far the bird flew up in the air and while 
still flying he addressed ihe audience and said ; 

“To-day the twelfth year of her suffering is complete. 
Ratneawar, her brother, want" to marry hi , T.‘* Saying these 
words the bird disappeared in the sky. 

The Needle Prince, who wan there did not know if 
Kajalrekha was dead or alive. In the presence of ill ho began 
to cry being overpowered with grief, 

Ratneswar was put to great shame. Ho w:i* repentant 
and left the place (court) to hide his shimie, lie went to his 
sister l*»wid down to her with respect and affect km, with a 
hundred apologies. jj 


XXI 

Prose ; Tims they now knew one another and the parrot 
Marnm-iueti Wunt straight tobeavon. 

With great pomp the marriage of Kajalrekha whs for¬ 
mally celobmted with the Needle Prince and tlm latter, after 
staying there a few days, returned to hie city, 

fie kept Kajjalrekha concealed m the rhip and entered 
his palace alone. Then he ordered a largo deep hole to be made 
in the compound. The false queen—the Maid of the Bracelet 
—wanted to know the reason. The Needle Prince to)d her 
that Ratneawar, the prince of the southern districts, w^u, about 
to attack the city, He is bent on plunder. So he wai going to 
take refuge inside this hole with all t he valuables of his treasury. 
The Maid of the Bracelet aa soon m she beard this, did not 
wait to hear anything mere or seek opinion from others, but 
went straightway into the hole with hiw ornaments, Iwfore any 
one had gone there. 

Then at a signal from the prince, his servants at once 
filled up the hole with earth. 
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lA-wuim Madhm {. a remarkable h&llud. It is interesting 
for ninuy realms. Firstly the language never rise* above 
}KtirA$, Tho author Murmur ibiytjotf, whom f take hi be ono 
of tin? l*e»t of our (Kvtsrint-poets, was thoroughly ill iterate and 
snac the song in the Lingua^ winch his mother had taught 
him. the [Kiel in a child of nature in a vutx Literal sense 
of the word, lie was gifted u tlli the power of 'do*e obeerva- 
tion of hmtt iti nature and line spun out the subtle and leader 
emotions of the human hnurt with *11 effect ire nowtery over 
the pathetic style. It may In- said that he is not imlebtod 
to any culture save what he got from his little rural world. 

The 'alee of hi* poetry Is unique, for nature is the *oia 
teacher here. Though without the proper artistic sense, songs 
of this class hav« always a tendency to run wild, there is 
certainly a beauty in the panorama of views presented to the 
eye hy a wilderness contrasted with an artistically made 
garden that shows the gardener's design and the pruning 
of his knife. 

In the beginning of the story there is the tale of a 
female bird that killed the young ones of her co-wife, ft & 
a pure folk-tale. A story like this is mentioned In my Folk 
Literature of Bengal (pp. 165-160), 

lim ballad is a historical on s and records an event 
of great pathos that took place in the Do won family of 
Bamaonong about 300 year* ago, when tkmafur was the 
ruling chief in that city. But These rural bards, as 1 Jiave 
•Hiitl elsewhere, often dmwajl folk-stories into historical 
bulbds apparently with I he motive of making a greater Im¬ 
pression ou the people to whom such itonV- wore already 
familiar. The speech of I he Begum at the beginning of the 
I ale contains much of the folk-element. There is .t | fK -k of 
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u)l sense of proportion on tin* purl of the poet in making 
Lhe dying Bogota give such u long address from her death-lutd. 
Tlia story would have been improved by u little pruning here* 
The lament s i>f the children, afraid of u watery grave, might 
have hcon aptly curtailed. In fact 1 he first puitjon, as we 
(iitd il to he the caw iu most of these lMtlhidi*, is one of wenn- 
aoiiie length, monotonous ami full of commonplace and stale 
cxpi'Css'ems. The imprest at the plot, however, gathers from 
the oth canto when the brother* death mid tire taken 

care of by the merchant Hiradhar, and where Alai deserts his 
old home ai the persuasion of his brother. 

Tho poet. i*. :rs 1 have said, ft master of tender expression*. 
The 6ui’<nfif*#/(i#nt‘ ill Hindu writers, u Idle occasionally delay¬ 
ing ,1 wealth of lyrical poetry, are generally stereotyped and 
artificial, where the poets are anxious to display the whole 
"lock of their culture imd hist sight ”( tlui thread or the narrative. 
The famous barauniahi of Fullnm is certainly a masterpiece ami 
nmk&* a very poignant appeal totli*' render's mind. But there 
also, fha Suuskriiic element* ini reduced for the purpose of dis¬ 
play, jars Oil the ears ns in the line " "3P3 ^^5? 'tfVST'l. 

ileru in this ballad the tottwu>'*hi of Madina possesses a 
supreme interest wliiofa, I am afraid, may 1st missed is tsj poor 
iranslation The word* are mostly culled from pastor^ associa- 
tiniis. Most of these, i fear, will not l)« understood by our Sans¬ 
krit scholars. The words arc *> common among our teaming 
agricultural population, that it is certainly not a matter for 
glorying on the part of the Sa.nskrltit.ts of Bmignl that they do 
not understand them Ikjchuso they a'e vulgar. This language of 
curs b noi ;i monopoly of the Saiutbrit-knowing people; on the 
other hand, if we ore to prise th-w? words iu our language 
which have the cioatesl force ami in* nuisl elTeclive. wo mual 
to the cottages of Bengali [Hjasunte rmd not to the toU 
t hr pandtta. This bn Ibid proves, beyond all doubt, that tin* 

language * ; f tin* people which a** liar*’ hated hi. long, shows the 
true nature of our vernacular and b a storehouse of Its most 
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powerful 1ml rumen ts to ft greater extent than the iin tailed 
classical style of Urn learned folk. IT n lew W« pro pro a 
lexicon w I licit includes the words of the countryside. all 
lit temps ftt compiling roothuluriB* of Sanskrit words and IheSt 
meanings only will hut serve to expose Us Jo the charge of 
slnviah imitation of ancle nteluasies and betray our «ad iguomnoa 
of i be re a I linguistic ileficiptu'ics of our tongue. nausjhton 
anil si few Euruperm writers of Bengali vneabulnriefi nltompted, 

A century ago, tn compile ll'eir works on a truly Bengali 
IiftiR But we have uot advanced n step from where they 
left us a linmlml year*, ago. 

The bito'iiHtai&t in this ballad has not one Jim- which can 
1*. improved or cut out. Its tenuity lies in the rustic luaguttpe, 
the unmatched tenderness find beauty of which it is difficult 
to convey in a translation, This song, like ninny others of ihc 
class, shows us ihe true lype of Bengali wonmn,—Hindu or 
Muhammadan it makes little difference. Mndinn is more adorn- 
Ulc to us tlinn even Savitri or Sitti, teing essentially ft Bengali 
character. Our I nuiitmmilly ideal woroM) have a classical 
dignity which, however noble it nmy te, keeps Ihem at a Mlb’ 
distance from the truly Bengali home. But in the mgs of a 
peasant girl, with her daily lahmtrs in the field,—with her 
cooking, winnowing and husking of the rice and helping her 
husband in transplanting the green plant 1 * or in watering the 
fields or celling the thnli crops,— Ibis busy unlettered woman, 
who seems to be one with ihe commonplace, rustic house, 
wive* to he met with every day in the cottages of the peasant*,— 
Ims proved to the world in this lift!lad the sincerity, the devo. 
led ness and the tender emotions of u woman’s heart more 
powerfully than mast of the eh it me ter* of <mr modern 
romantic novels. I am specially proud of the fuel that Madina 
is a Muhammadan girl and the poet :i lluhammadrui;— 
for this ballad umltapntedly proves thill some of the test 
g^nc* of our literature are gifts; from our Muli&nimadaj] 
hrethren and the restrictions so hum attributed «■ mir 
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literature as possessing cs-riit inlly it Hindu dutr:ict*ir i* finally 
UftMOVi d by the discovery of hall rids like these. j ts language 
and spirit both provo that it belong to the llimgali home and 
that there is nothing exotic in it. it has also shotra llini there 
in essentially nn dtilYn-iiLv ladm-i i .1 Hindu und a Muh tinmitthm 
and that hotti are the true offspring of their dear mother- 
land—having cbnmo tomtits in common which prove their 
nature to be the same though clothed in different garbs. 

Madina the true woman is imt only great in her devotion, 
but also groat in I 10 rabsolute trust in her husband's love* And 
all thififs traits <>r diameter possess a singularly human Interest 
OS they arc true presnntments of nat ure and not ihc products of 
theories horn in the fancy of clever writers. 

Kajalkunda is a village of which frequent men I ion is 
to Ihi found in the lull ads of Mymeusing. The village does 
not -teem non to exist. Ban inch on g was a great city in 
Sylhflt although it is now reduced to a mere village. Its 
ancient traditions of the great powers of the Do wans of the 
place extending over Lour and other administrative town* 
nf the southern pari of the district are still fresh in people's 
minds, ami Itihu Achyat Oh arm Tnttvrtnidlu has devoted 
no important chapter of his elaborate work on ihe history 
of Sylb- t to the recounting of Tin- glories of the ancient 
city. ] ahull, however, Itave occasion to deal with the historical 
facts about the Down ns of this place Inter <m in connection 
with so inn of l he other ballads. 

Dewiini! Madina is complete in ?:h> tines, I Imre divided 
the poem into i cantos. Jnlal < iuyen, whose name occurs on 
the lust page, was one of the singers and shoul I M be 
mistaken for ilia author of this •song. Tile ballad cannot be 
lets; liirm ’2(H) years old. 

DI.VESJ1 CHAXDKA SEN. 

7, BisitwAKosti Lane, 

Btiffbazafk (.Wenttf>, 22nd Atfgwil, 1023. 
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11 Swear to me, my dear husband, that you wilt not 
marry again if t should die now. Death, methteili* -Und* at 
my threshold. My day* art; hist approaching their end. I 
have utterly broken down. The *lnulows id death are already 
on me. Thu deep pH of the grove, it seems to me, is soon 
to be my resting-place. 

,l Iu this house of mine, 1 leave my Alai amt Dulal—twin 
brothci>, to your care. No riches are more precious to their 
unhappy mother than these children. 1 make them over, my 
dear husband, to you. They are more babes. They still 
live on mother's milk mid are perfectly hdplm Here do I 
oiler them unto you. The sun and the moon and our eyes ho 
my witness, I leave tht* pet-birds of my heart to your care. 
The Koran and die holy scriptures Iso my witness. Alai and 
liolul have uune else I" look .ift-r ilium save you in thi.-, world. 
The rivers and canals, the forests and hills, the bird* of the 
sky, I call upon all tc lie my witness while leaving my 
sacred trust, to you. Unhappy that 5 am, 1 cannot lake 
them up in my arms. Stretch ihiae tu protect the Innuctiut. 
tJio helpless ones.’’ 

When *he said this, incessant tears blinded her eyes. .She 
stretched her feeble ImtuK md drew t he babies tu her breosl 
and nobbed out " Oh my poor ones I " 

” Look at them, they are like two innocent buds—dearer 
far than any gold. How helpless they are! My dear huslmnd. 
out or compassion for thorn, do not marry again. A co-wife 
is a dangerous person, my children will suffer greatly if yuu 
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taka another wife. To her my children will lie lik^ thorn* 
which '‘lie may try first nf all to remove. 

“ I will relate to you. dear husband, the story of a eo-wife. 

14 On tin* southern side of yonder tank in the leafy hough 
of the hisat tree a pigeon and it* ruute hail made their nest 
NSjjeIiI and day they «at together and cooed sweetly, happy hi 
each others company. It seemed as if they knew not what 
sorrow was. ’Hills they went on for some years ; and then on 
nu unhappy day the female hird died leaving two eggs. The 
male bird bml great trouble with th* 1 eggs, It could not 
leave the nest for a moment but sat there night and day, 
hatching them. I Ton hie to leave the ezgn leNt any harm should 
Wall them, the pigeon could not go out to collect its food 
and hud not a moment of sleep during the night. 

** Having hatched tile egg. with every care, it at last 
found one day th&t tiwo young ones had come out of 
them, The lord was alone and in great trouble for want at a 
helpmate. 

“ W"hn will go out for food and who guard the young ones 
in the nesl ? ” Finding itself extremely helpless, it saw no 
other wav to save his own life and that of the young Odes, 
than to take u mate and (hi* it did after a short time. 

** f l he male bird said to its mate, T T am going out for food, 
You are to stay here and make the little ones comfortable with 
the warmth of your Ixvmm. I have reared them up at verv 
greai pains. Look after them writ When they grow 
up they will in turn be of "real help to you. People water 
tho plants with care when young Tun when they grow up they 
yield sweet, fruit* 

“ With ihh advice to it* mate, the male bird flow away in 
quest of food. The female one now reflected ns follows: 

” 1 luicniy of -t co-wife has died leaving these two thorns 
in my way, When they grow up evil will rail nu my luck. 

“' was it ever heard that a child l»rn of ‘a co-wlfc 

proved kind and sympathetic? In the end. I apprehend. 
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th«ra is much woti reserved tor nit;, When 1 sliall he a mother, 
these will be the natural enemies of my children. There will 
always be quarrels in the house on their account, fotll jah 

would it be for m» to Uke cure of those ! U will be like 
nursing snakes with milk. 1 ara not going to bring evil to my 
doors my^lf- l must kill the enemies with my own hands. 
When mv husband returns home with food, n is proper 
that we should divide it between ourselves only. If they are 
allowed to live they will take the food from my mouth. 
Such enemies as these should not ho allowed to live. With my 
beak I must tear a IT the heads of these two unwelcome beings 
that have come here from seine unknown regions to seize 
upon all the good tilings collected by us with toil. 

*’ Having thus resolved the bird caught the two young 
ones by the neck and smashed them on a stone. When they 
were killed, she throw their bodies far away into a forest, 
dust then the male bird returned home with food" 

41 When the female bird saw her mate, she began to cry, 
Wouderingly did the otherbird ask the reason of her grief. 
The new wife said, * What shall l nay, ray dear lord: You left 
our nest and the young mm to my care. Immediately after 
you went away a vulture crime Hying through the air and swept 
them away by force from my bread. The helpless thing* 
have, alas, thus lost their lives. That is why I am crying- 

11 The pigeon began to cry at thin, report saying. Oh my 
poor young onto, wlint trouble did I not take to bring y^u up. 
Whal a cruel shaft has pierced my heart' AlW • where are 
the poor thing* gone, my heart is as if set on fire, 

“The bird cried bitterly in I his way whilst the new wife 
secretly laughed triumphant at her success in Attaining her 
wicked ohjwt. 

tJ A co-wiff ton hitve no sympathy for my .■Itililr^n, S« p 
oh mv buehstwl, I rep'-ut my prayer which i* the last one I 
shall ever make in iny life. l>o not take aiwUur wife but have 
ootn potion on th<* poof children- 1 
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She stopped here and after a few ilnys slit- left thin 
false home of ours and returned to Lei* own true abode. 

LI, l-i>8. 


II 


Dewaa Serna fur Ian)anted the lews uf his wife bitterly, 
Alai and Dalai were lost in grief. Ho lay long prostrate 
on tliu Imre ground and eoldwd oat, Aina 1 Alnsl” It is the 
mother who alone feels for the child. To her tho child Ians her 
life-blood. Who else can We such Election and tender cure ? 
The Dew all took the two motherless children in his arms and 
struck lint hand with Ilia bunds in grief. ‘•Alas, they have 
depended on their mother's mi!k t how shall l tic able to save 
tboni from death ? When they call aloud, * Msrniim, Mamma ' 
and cry. it aiMiiw an if rv» arrow pierces my heart, Hew tun I 
to give them food? Site has killed three of us and not merely 
died herself. What oHence did I give you, dear Begum, that 
you hare taken such a terrible vengeance in leaving me! 
I am the Dewon of tho Far-fanicd city of Ban inch on g 
and am the lent of immense riches. My granaries arc 

full of crops hut what doth all tilts avail mo r Even a 

afreet beggar h happier far than myself, What good will my 
high milk and great riches serve, if the tears of my eyes 
do not cease, night and day 1 Wlw will *njoy nil this wealth 't 
My palace is emptied by her death. Why, oh dear, why did you 
aim this terrible aim ft at my soul and how could you have the 
heart to give such pnin to your dear husband ? You ware the 
lamp that dispelled the darkness or my house. You were the 

pet bird in the edge made of the ribs of mv heart. 

I would linve killed mysdr whan you died, but I Jma not 
the heart to do so when l thought of the children. 

Thus the Ik-wan smote his breast with hi* hands and 
lamented. 'Jlic neighbours tried their best to soothe him 
by «n»t words hut they failed. Ail work stopped. His happy 
home was rent with sorrow. The presiding deity of ! hi- 
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hiiuiw, ncfemi'd to leave him. Hto settled homo tu-cimm Whittled 
And drifts! hopelessly like ;t dw ridding ■'• U‘ir '"ercj at 
ail adverse current, Hto state utTairs remained unatiended as 
h« toy overwhelmed with grief, 

"What, alas, to the good of all this outward prosperity, if 
there he n«» joy in the heart ! M say* Mansur Ifaiyati—the 
poet, much moved. 

The ministers were alarmed at this state of tilings and 
they approached the [Jewan one day, The Prime Minister 
addressed him and said, "Listen to me, oh master, Tour 
Honour's house of long-standing fame is going to 1w ruined. 
Marry again and resume ihy household duties untl those of 
the state. Why should nil lie lost for the sake of mu; 
person ? '* 

The Dewan said with tearful eyes ; <l Mv peer children 
are mere babies. II rands my heart to see i heir sad plight. If 
I marry again, that will arid to t hair sorrows which are already 
too great. A step-mother can never like the children of her 
CO-wife. She regards thorn o» thorns in her way. For tlmir 
sake, above all, I cannot entertain the idea >if marrying' a 
second time. .Vial and Thitol ire my wry life-blond Flow 
can I think of adding woe to their «aw» which arc already 
heavy enough. Uesidos, the Miguni gave them over to me is a 
sacred trust anil made mu swear at her death- bed that I a mild 
not marry again, Par it is from my muni to think of mar* 
lying ng.un for my own happiness Vi hnl happiness can 1 p Hf - 
silly enjoy if Atol and. Dulai die tif a broken heart 'f That ! live 
to-day to because of the great so lace 1 get from seeing them. 
! caunul hand them over to a witch of n second wife. 11 

The Tkier took the liberty of insisting mi his [mini again 
saving, 14 It to no good grieving in thin way. All stop-mothers 
are not of the same inutile, Cases ire known wlwro step¬ 
mother have he™ ready to isacriftou llmir live* for the children 
of their oo-wires. Wo promise that we will take care of 
the young prince*. If llu- step-mother proves unkind, what 
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harm cun she do? Id that case wewtU look after them. Your 
Honour should many for the sake of yourself and for the 
welfare of this lioiw of longstanding fame. 

The Dewan thought over the matter, and at fast seemed 
convince*! He reflected, 11 AYhai's the goixl of iuy allowing 
the house to lm ruined ? r> He thought. " If there fa 1 no ont) 
to look after the household, my Alul and Dulal will never 
know thu jnjrs of home life. They will always be miserable 
and I will have lo Carry my great grief to the grave. I will 
keep these children to myself and will give my new wife no 
opportunity lu barn) them." 

The Ut<wan thus aernitid inclined to marry. Meantime, 
the minister and other officers continued to urge their jioiui fill 
at lust the lord of lkmiiwhorig gave hi* consent, No time 
was lost and the marriage was soon arranged and celeb rated. 


After the marriage, the Uewati kept the lit 11c children 
in his own custody, watching them like a treasure. They 
were not nllouel In go to their sle|HH<>thcr. They ware kepi 
altogether in » separate apart ment cut off from tbiur step- 
mothor’s quarters. ll«‘ carved and i.-mistafitly embraced them 
and busied himself in ministering to their comforts. The new 
wife be cum a jealous of bts g mat attention to the children and 
thought. “He is always busy with the children of his former 
wife ami is full of tenderness for (hem, Up does not care 

to take any notice of . If I have children, they will share 

the treatment, f am receiving from him. The sons of bis 
dead wife will continue to lie dear to him tist Inn life. By tny 
soul t can no longer tolerate this sort of thing." 

She thought ihn matter over again and cfovitMd imuinttt) 
remove the «nme of her r|)»tns«s. “These children ore causing 
toe [Miin every day like a fish-hone sticking in the th r 'Vil. I 
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H„J no picture in Mling m y m-ta. As long as I «■» ™* 

M ,l, ,,. remore th«se l.oys from .hi, city lh«« wlU 1* “ P«“ 

it» mv soul nor any good Hu* for me. . 

'•* IT I tell the tale of my heart's pain to lum, the fcenrtLe..- 

Dowbc will get angry and drive me from tfm P» la<1 ®* 1 ^ 

is 0 „tv on® way to save the situation,. I must have recoup 

She” i hen settled her plan and called the Dumb to the 
inner apartment. " T b*i. he came, she began <o The 

Xfcwan the reason of her grief and ^ho *>N*4 out 

"What fault have I done, my lord, that you have kep! - a 
and Dolal completely cut off Irom me. "bat reason is 
there for you to believe th-.t \ am their enemy ? have 

no confidence in me bec*H» T am their step-mother, A ou 
all step-mother* to Ik* of Ihe same nature. I f™l 
greailv humiliated ul lhe idea that my neighbour* will all be 
thinking uncharitably of me. If the boy* are not allowed to 
oomc to me, they will spread a scandal that I maltreat them, 

I have got no child, b it not natural fur m« tu fed n longing 
in see the lioys ? Why do you stand thus in the way of my 
happiness ' My heart alway* feel* pain for the children and 
I cannot hear my grief any more Can you believe that AbU 
imd Dalai axe dear to me as mv life? t always feel anxiety 
on their aeon nut. Wfant do they eat, what dn they do -tin*® 
tgiwtfmre naturally come to my mind every day. In the palace 
*o many dainties are brought every day. Believe mo, l do ri0t 
relish any of these, sad at the thought of my Alai and Dulai. 
I preserve the bust food for them and hang that up carefully 
in the *ii« expecting every day that they will come to mo. 
When that food rots 1 throw it away in %rmi disappoint- 
ment. All my pnin will ho assuaged if I am allowed to »>ee 
them. Kindly therefore, (ill my lord, bi.ng (hum here (bis very 
urtemooQ. If you do mil comply with my request, then know 
that I will commit *uddc. I do not can? fo live w iris this 
iitauli to tne. 
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Saying- this she began to soli and cry vehemently. The 
heart of the Dewan molted in gnat compassion, nod he 
" I am very happy. dear Indy, at wind yon have said. 
1 feel that I hate given you pain without reason. My termer 
wife ottered me these two boy* n* a great trust nml t have 
ever kept them ulosto to my bosom life® a mother in compliance 
with her test wishes. Her word* w«rw, 41 See that they do not 
suiTer the least pain jn any respect." Hnch time f sue them, 

her w ords are fresh in my memory, For Uus, j i-unnot 

I'- - ' 11 t>' part with them ter a moment; they are constantly hv 
mj side. Nowhere arv they allowed to go alone. Yon are 
always busy supervising household duties, hence I do not semi 
thi-iu to you, dear lady, least you 1 m: disturbed. I l<ocp the 
Iroy*. with mi? [taring Ies.1 I should add to your burden by 
sending them to you.” 

The Begum said sweetly in slow words, « Bad I any child 
myself, would that, dear lord, add to my trouble? A mother 
always takes car* of her child inspite of ail her household 
work. If the child k unhappy she does not cure for work. 

1 assure you, the presence of the boy-swill, in noway, inter- 
ten* with my duties in the house. Kindly do not, I pmT 
yon, stand against my wishes." Saying so she clasped her 
hmljaud’s feet and sobbed tenderly. She played her part so 
well that oven stone would melt at her tender anneal. The 
Duwhji affectionately wiped away her tear* with hr* own 
jiaiiik and promised to wmd hi* son* t» her thn next mornin* 
TIic Dtwnn then took leave of her with sweet words and 
after accepting some betels offered by her with sweet courtnsr. 

Wlifu the Dewan had gone away slw laugfcni w :»[.•* 
ke«,.U. mum “Now, I hare ,n C L lM h ~ 
and 1 must at oncu proceed lo remove t| le A» thorns 
once tor at) from my way. By force or fraud I miwt 
carry um my wishes. Or has promised to send tJm Imjts 
to-morrow morning. AD right, I must dreunite the house 
to girt them a filling reception. I will show such affecti®, 
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as Afill fill the heart of the people with wonder. They will 
be struck by - the treatment l shall show to the co-wife’s 
children. They will say, “The step-mot hot Invos the children 
or the late Begum with her whole heart,"— so that should I 
afterwards tear off their heads with my nail*, no one would 
believe it," 

She began now to decorate the hutiae for tie: reception 
of the children. She did this *0 welt that no one could 
detect n Haw. She ordered for thera dainti"- and sweetmeat-' 
of a great variety and of the lirst quality ami placed them in due 
order in the drawing room; she herself mu iked rich meal-' 
and before it mi dawn sot everything ready. 

Shi- then await**! the coming of the lads juft a era no 
with saintly bearing and closed eyes walks by the Hide of a 
lank in expectation of small fishes. 

“She satin an expectant attitude like a cat with her 
paws ready for the prey, 1 '—any* Mtuumr liaiyali, the poet, 

When she thus a waited the coming of Alai and Hu la I, 
her maid reported that the Dewnn was on his way to her 
apartments. He was seen coming the next moment, follow¬ 
ed by his two sons Alai and Dulul, The lads were dressed 
gaily. How handsome they looked! Even the nymphs 
of heaven would he attracted by tbi'ir lovely figures. Tu on 
instant they wen- before her and fluted her respectfully. 
She drew them close to her bosom and kissed them tenderly. 
She then herself nerved the dishes she had prepared 
Alai and fiulal were highly pleased with her preparations. 
They now stayed there for days together and 1 heir *itap- 
mot her prepared new dainties every day and offered thorn 
choice things. She served nil food herself and remained 
"landing before them when they tO'<fc their meal". She did 
not lose sight of l.hftiii for ri moment and her kind treatment 
so charmed them that they did not leave her -dde for a day. 
"No more were they seen walkim; in the streets holding the 
hands of their father. They forgot I lm pain of their mother's 
38 
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death and were well 
mother's apartment, 


pleased with every thing in their step- 
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So did they pass their time happily again, but the Boguns 
Wit* all till! while thinking h»w she could succeed in 
removing them from the palace. For she took them to he 
her bitterest enemies iospite of everything, She did rot dis¬ 
close her secret attention to any one. lly sweet words she 
hnd conquered all hearts, so no one suspected her foul design. 
The people admired this rare and excellent trait in her 
character, and wondered how a step-mot her could have so 
much affection. Generally such children are hnt*d and 
cruelly treated and if an opportunity presents itself a step- 
mother does not CTen feel any scruple in murdering them in 
cold blood. But here the erase was quit* different. It sho 
found u tiling tasteful sho did uni eat it ho Writ, hut gave 

her own share to the children. 

This extremely kind treatment to the children charmed 
the soul of the Do wan. He now ceased taking care of them 
having placed thorn in the sole charge of the Begum, lie 
looked after the affairs of the state and felt greatly relieved. 

Time rolled cm in thh way. The indy's mind was III at 
ease planning all the white how she would get rid of 
the boys- One day in August she saw the water* of the naw 
JlocA flawing on nil sides in heautifnl transparence, and a 
pUn struck her at l lie fight " In I ho now waters the bont- 
race U a pleasant sport. Bow swiftly doth a hunt run over 
long distance* ill buried under water! If these lwys hear of 
this amusement they will surely feel nti enthusiastic desire to 
sec the race. Then 1 will appoint a |»rsou to drown them 
in the river.” 

After planning in this way she sent for the public 
executioner and privately discussed Ihe matter with him. 
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3h» said to tilt) latter, " I eon aider you. a sincere tvell-wishnr 
of mine. If you will do one [(ting fur mi*. I will reward you 
viili a gift of 20 pure* of laud duly executed by a docurtunt. 
You are lo keep ibis strictly ^‘eret mid swear to me that van 
will do so. 1 ' Tim tf.reuutioner promised to do make desired, und 
^d. " If I get 20 para* of bud, there is no work in the world 
which lcannot do and of thi* [ assure you, most esteemed lady." 
Then she whispered n> liiro h-w foul intention end he agreed* to 
carry out her win In*. He returned home. The BegJm then 
gave orders tn a carpenter, promising liim n good reward, to 
prepare a pleasure-Im it of the " .IfyfitrpmMi type" (the prow 
of which was like n peacock), Alai and Du la I wore to go hy this 
pleasure-boat to sew the boat-race. The Ifayvrpttnkhi became 
ready and the princes were dressed In suitable attire. All 
kinds of edibles were placed in the bod. The public execu¬ 
tioner sat at tha helm and played the pirn of the captain. 
He rowed ih« boat. und it entered Lho vast river. No oily, 
no village could 1m sunn near hy. TJiun the executioner came 
to the princes nnd said, " Prey to (iud now, far your just hour 
has come. I am like death unto you. Yon two are to die 
in my hunch. f am to drown you in Htfc river new. Sr mage, 
that yao could unL purcnir-the wicked iWign t ,f your step- 
tnnther 1 yoUr case u«mv is hopeless, l-'^r, | mi t u b-, ,u* mJed 
with 20 put*, of b ml." AW m„| JjyJ .l were seixwl with 
terror at this slmitge now* und begun to biuutil and slrtkts 
their breasts in utter grief, «MV enuld nut [mrnjvo the 
inotivo of the Klep.mcither. ,-Uusf it «*• bud hud Lko bant 

inkling of this, we would have fat tu mma forn s i „nd 

lived like two Tukirs ihrn-. Alas ' where ri « t ur mol her gn nw 

and where b otir dmr father rmiT m this I. we am going 

to lose our lives in Uib abject manner We do not tinij fmi[( 

with you. oh captain, hi this mutter. You urn appointed to 
carry out orders. fcVuJii ■ ir birth *u huvo Junta miserable , 1H { 
liuve MUjTerefl greatly. You may *ltl| great <i< jjfu if you !,. t v„ 
ctmrjin^lbo on us There will in- a.In (he pilace to light 
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the evening lamp if wo die. There i» i>one In sympathise with 
Mur father In liis ureal ilisins*. She has Wen able ti*<io al! 
ibis because dii U our step-mcthur. Says Mansur Itaiyiin, thu 
poet, "The wiekedneM of a step-moth or is prove rliiftt.” ‘'If 
out mother had hwl,“ they bun* a tad, " a si*ten she would here 
lakco can - of us and puitoptel us at the hour "f denser with her 
life. If our father hud hml 4 sinter she would have kept us like 
treasure near her bosom. I' our ojothcr Imd had 3 sisler-iu* 
law, du* would Jmvo watched us night mid day and would not 
have allowed vi' to sUp nut -if ihc hou-.-. Ain* \ we bad none 


iu the houseuienpt ihe step-mother," 

Alnl pfasptnL the feet of (li» executioner and said. “Kill 
me but set Dubl tree ** and Hub! said, “Torture me to 
death any way you like hut save my brother’s life,’ 1 The 
executioner Slid, “A plague on you • I will kill both. 
Then they fell at his feel praying for mercy end, cried so 
piteously that even a stone would have melted nl their sorrow. 
Then the t-vccut loner re Heated, “ If I leave them here far 
aw»y from home, their life* Would he sated and they would 
certainly not visit the palace again after Ibis. Why should 
I commit this heinous crime if I can wifely spare two innocent 
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'With twelve ships* a big merchant wn# coming that way 
on the river from t lie t ip posit e direct ion uf the lido, in order 
to purchase rice Tin- public executioner culled out and 
oxpbimjd io him privately *>methiu$ about Ihe hoys, Tlw 
merchant took the Imys into his custody, and the executioner 
then returned home* 

There is a village uttutdi Kajalknndn cm the Inuk of 
the IMinuit. There lived a well-to-do pi-awnu named ITirn- 
illirii who mis * w bolc-vib dniitir in paddy* Hu sold a 
l.undusl punt* ni inn paddy every year. There was not 
another dunler os •rent »» be in the locality. The merchant 
purchased litti* fr<«n Hiradimr and wild fhi-twn boy* to him. 
,\lal mid Dubl liv.nl there with lUnulhru- and ihonch they 
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were primes they bad to tend cows in the pasture* the 
whole day and undergo tfr*'at hardships being allowed food 
only twice. Alai tn great sorrow lied nwny from ihe place, 

LI 1 - 112 . 


V 

On the hank* "I th-- Dbutm lived Hruiiu ftekciuler, the 
lord of 1” forest* and I-t injinhited areas. The Dairen was 
very fond of hliming. In l'uol when li" hmilt-d birds, he 
lost itl 1 sense of I he outside world He wns one day wander* 
ins in the forests huiiting birds in Urge numbers and 
hap|H*net| to espy the lad (Alai) under a tree, lie was pleased 
with his hand sumo looks ami took him to his palace. The 
bid proved of great service to him, doing all kinds of work, 
hut if his master offered him wages, he would not accept 
tiny. The l)ewan suspected that the boy belonged to some 
noble family, lmt when he asked him any question about his 
parentage, Alai observed a scrupulous silence, and this troubled 
the Dewan Sahib very much. When, however, he insisted on 
paying him wages the boy would wy, “ Where is the hurry, 
my lord, (or it i J 1 w ill take them all at one time, let them 
accumulate. I will seek money in proper time. Kindly do 
not fail to pay me then, 1 * I here was no work, however hard, 
that Alai was not prepared to do for the IWnn. He did bis 
duties with his whole might oven at the risk of his life. Every 
one praised him for kgs whole-hearted service to his lord. 

The Hewau suspected the Ixty to lie the scion of a high 
family and was even willing to offer him one of his two 
daughters, Mamina and Amim. Hut his difficulty was 
apparent : until he knew of hi* parentage, how could lie do 
that ? If he asked Alai, hr would hv im means admit that he 
Ixdongnd to a high family. Ur would simply say that be 
was the sun of a very ordinary person. Hut bow could such 
a hoy 1w horn of an ordinary man? —the Ihtwan thought and 
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would never believe it. He was ever more troubled in bis. 
mind a 1 * he thought over the (juestuui. 

Twelve years passed »«■«; in this way and orie day Alai 
wanted his wages that bid Accumulated during the long time. 
The llewsi) wanted him to state in what shape would he like 
to accept them. 

Alal. 

"There is a city called Baniaehong. It is my wish that 
1 should build my house in the beautiful lands adjoining that 
city. Kindly give me 500 men to do this work and along 
with these worker* 300 soldier* in safeguard my interest there. 
The Dewan of that place i* Sonafur. If need bo I will light 
with him and build the house. 1 

Dewan Sekemier consented to bis request aud gave him 
the help he desired. 

LI. I'i*. 


VI 

^ow, lie pleased to hear somethin;: about the city of 
Bttniaohoug. Dewun Sonafar bitterly liimiuited the loss of his 
sous nfier Lhev had been sent away from the city by bis wicked 
Begum. They were like the ribs of hi* heart. “Oh, how 
cruel for them to leave the world prematurely 1 They have 
left no token by which I may soothe my soul! —lm cried 
constantly and tamme reduced to a skeleton. During hi* last 
years life wife caused him great trouble by Hnr bud treatment. 
She, however, horn him one son. leaving them the Dcwaii ontt 
■Li> went tL his nun true home. The young prince succeeded 
him tu the fltuh, but the noble house became ruined at Sonata i'i- 
death. His Hegum appointed now min inter* and officer* after 
her choice dismissing tti«* »b] onus These mu oilier* l wisl.nl 
their moustache* in a fashionable way iincldiil nut do any work. 
They, however, regularly drew their sahmij*. When things 
wore in this state Alnl came to the city with hi* men. Hu 
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appointed 500 day labourers to huild his bouse in the tuilittrta 
of the oily nrnl tiro hundred soldier* surrounded the place nnd 
guarded it. Huy urul night l ho work went on incessantly 
without any obstruction. 

When the report of this reached iho city of Baniaohong, 
the minister' and other officers of state were highly enraged, 
They sent a man to Alai calling For duo A ajar and and rent. 
Ala) dismissed the man without paying anything with these 
words/' T am building this house in the buds of my father, 
what nun sen up dn you speak about Xrtjuy and rents 1 " Some 
soldiers wore sent tn land him hand and foot and drag him to 
the Court. 

Next followed a hard contest between Alai’s men and the 
soldiers of tlm city. The latter were takeu by surprise and 
defeated. Ala! took possession of the paktct and became 
t)ewnn in the place of his father. 

The soldiers and -'[her men of Llewan Self under received 
due rewards and returned ro their own town. On getting the 
report of jlII ibis Sekender sent a proposal In A Ini offering 
him the hands of one of his daughters. Hu did not stop there 
hut himself pud a visit to Itaniachraii- and insisted rui the 
promised match. Alai said in reply. “There is a brother of 
mins who llrea somewhere in ihu country, l am feeling a great 
pain hi my heart fur him. If I can get him hack, J will 
many. We mo two brother) and w© will murrv vour two 
daughter^. But lint jet me smirch and find him nub" 

After tliis, Alai went alone in quest of his lost 
brother. He disguised himself as u very humble jtorsun und 
wandered from plat© to place. Many a river did he cross, 
many jungles ami marshes. And though he suffered great 
privations and anxieties hu could by no means secure any 
in far mat ion about Lit) brother, 

One day h>- sal Intake rest under a fig tree near a marsh. 
Near about him played the cow-boys who had let their churges 
gnus© at large in the pastures around. 
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Tliey sometimes played and then ■.at urn) sing together. 
So sweet issas their sung that it pleased I lie ears. After some 
stray songs, they ?uiig a bnlltui in dumts which wm to this 
cltect, A Pawan had two son*. His bigam died leaving 
them helpless. The Dew an took n second wife. This 
w'ioked woman, on some pretext, -i*nt ihe bop to the river 
in order to drown them. There by the ernci* of God, 
however, iheis livtst were snvtnl, A peasant took them into 
his mre. The elder brother lied oivay in some city and the 
younger tun* cried day end night hut could dud «0 clue onto 
where he had gone.” 

When Alai heard tUW whu;, team begun tollin' from hh 
eyes wii limit restraint. Then he approached the cow-boys anti 
asked, “Who has taught pm this sung, my good tod*:" They 
said, * Tin* man who taught us. this Mini; has not come to-day 
with us to tend tlm oows. In yonder peasant’* house* he lives. 
If, sir, you wish to mw him you ttmy go by this path.' 1 

Going to the house pointed out hy the cow.hoys Alai 
met Dalai. They >Nh« 1 fact* to face mul Jmd no ditliculty in 
recognising each other. 


A L.V t,, 

"Oh my brother, yon arc dear to me as life, come with 
mo t<> enjoy jointly the slate »«r om father. I have settled 
(■vorythiug about our murrltgn. On returning home let us 
marry ami bo settled in life." 


Dr la ],. 

I hnvu married a pwnaul'* dinghler. She lifts home iiih a 
wii, l lum* named him .Sumj-.lumnl, Mv father-in-law has 
given us some sm*]] land ft< it dowry, Haw can I think of 
leaving my wife and son \ Madina, my wife, is dear to me 
as life. It will 1 k> unfair m leave her; and. bow can I. dear 
brother, dn fiich an ntirfehtcaun net ? 
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" But if you give her a letter uf divorce U will infL lw 
unfair. Ton will lie clear in the eves of God. If you live here, 
our social status will In* lost. What in the good of thin life 
if one loses ones position in sociei y r " 

When Dtilftl hwinl all thin tie thought over the matter for 
i some lime in his mind and culled for his lirtrther-itt-law, 
Madina's hrelhcr. fi« related the whole story to him anil 
Sfave him a letter of divorce to he made over f<* hi« sUter* 
jfe dul not wait to laku leave of Minima or see tier mux* 
heforo his departure but accompanied his 1 1 rot her. and Iwth of 
them returned Ui Buniaohong with a gladsome heart. 

Dew an Seke rider henrd of their return and came to 
Bnninchcug t« set lie the dale of marriage. Alai and Dalai 
were dressed in their beat utllre and they marched at the 
head ul a grand preucssiuii. Elephants, horses and camels, 
archers, sportsmen and soldiers armed with loti" snick* went 
in due order. Atnl and Dulal were seen in their shining 
dress in the midsl of the procession. Behind them went the 
drummers beating drums. Alai and Dulal arrived ni the house 
of Dewaii Sekeniler ami duly married hfa two daughters. 

Mamina was married to .Uni and Amina lo Ihiluh Tim him 
were performed according to the rules laid down in tile 
scriptures. They returned homo, dhclinrstd the duties of 
the stats and lived happily- 

(Sod 1ms now hrmn-ht t change ever their fortune and 
their ttimita* an- «i nn u.int- 

U ISh 
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* 
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VII 

When twaul if ul Madina got the letter uf divorce, «he 
laughed al it Inking it for a mere joke and wmilo nut believe it 


!Jl» 
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nt All, '* It i* impossible that my hmdmnd * In mid leave me as 
tong as he lived, It is ;i mere trick to try hit devotion. 
Qtm can lie forget hi* Own Madina whom he loves with his 
whole soul ? He will not tie able to live parted from me 
for any length of lime. Surelv he will come back after a few 
dais.” 


She anxiously awaited his return. Every morning she 
arose from her bed with the thought, " Surely lie will come 
tonlay “aud then put off her expectations ti» the n.ixt day, 
flm« many daya passed between expectations and disappoint* 
mtmts. To-day she prepare* cakes with palm fruits and the 
next day busies home If in preparing fried rice. Oae day she 
makes curds of a superior quality, which she carefully keeps in 
ftterts for him. Willi excellent rice of #ft<ih erojm she prepares 
fine trAiVa which she pin es in n Huy vessel. This she keep* 
in a hanging rope-shell expecting his, return Every day 
ahe prepares dimities tn the beat of her power, longing for his 
quick return. Hut alas, the dear husband of her heart does 
not come bock Good fish she has reserved iu the lank and 
the best of chicken in her yard in expectation of him. But hr 


never returns to his house ! - Alas, what fault have 1 demo 

to you Lhnt you have so cruelly left mo 1 "—she mid b. herself, 
and thus six long months passed. She b now in great 
agony of heart and does not see any way out of her 
distress. ** My son Suraj Jamal is dearer to him than life. 
1 will send him to that city whore he ha* Woom. the Up wan. 
It, weal or woe through all change* I am his partner 
inltfe. Irnpo&Hililft that he will leave or forget me. In due 
lime lie will surety take me to him." Still feeding herself 
with hope in this way she called her brother to her presence 

,la - v :iml ^ “ 1 no secret to impure to von. dear 

brother. Go with my darling child Suraj and bring a m cwre 
torn my h'iAbond. Tell him everything abou. rue and hear 
What he ha, to say ‘ Raying this she sent him to Hotline hong 
and the chill Sunij accompanied him. 
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Near the great bungalow with twelve gateways they 
met Dulal in the path- Dulal, of course recognised them 
but said to them in whispers, “ Don’t stay here. Return 
to your home. I shall be greatly d iatreaied and lowered in the 
estimation of my men if you stay here any more. You have 
some agricultural land*. Go live upon those Don't come 
hack to this city of Uaniachong. There you will live com' 
forlahly. if ere do not, I pray, humiliate me in the eye* of 
my people by your presence. Do not lurry a moment and for 
my sake do this. [ shall be put to great shame if my people 
come to know of all this.’' 

Greatly disappointed at Dulal’s words they returned homo 
with sad hearts. Suraj was in great pain and wept ail the 
way, and i eluted the story lo his mother with tears. Sad 
vn she m what she heard. She sobbed out to herself* ** Oh 
Allah, what is this that you have written in my forehead P 
Like a bird that came from the jungle, he 1ms tied away to 
the jungle. The pet bird—dearer than life, has gone away 
carrying oil all the joy of my heart, nay my very lift- with him. 
My heart has become like n stone in having to bear this severe 
stroke of misfortune and live alone in this house.'' 

** For a single day you could not, my dear, live parted 
from me 1 How lmvu you the heart now to treat me in this 
way P ” Then came a train or associations to her mind, 

“ In the good month ot November, favoured by the 
harvest-goddess, we both used to reap the autumnal paddy in 
a burry lest it should be spoilt by flood or hail-storm. 

“ My dear husband used to bring home the paddy and l 
spread them in the sun. Thou we both sat down to husk the 
rice. Oh my husband, dear a» my life, bow could you be so 
cruel as to forget the pa^t. and go fur away? In December 
when our fields would U> 1 ‘uvered with green crop, my duty 
was to keep watch over them with care [ used to All his 
hsioku with water and prepare tobacco; — with this in hand 
I lay waiting, looking towards the path, Bipcoting him Ah 
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nij dear huabttud, whim.' are you now! I am dying for you. 
Can’t you foal in your beorr what I »m suffering? 

1 TVhts.il my dear hunhand made the fields soft uni muddy 
with writer for tmnaptixntation of the new rice-pi (in ts, X used to 
cook rice and awaited his return home. When he busted 
himself in the holds for this purpose. 1 handed the 
green plants over I •> him for replanting, lluw warmly 
did he praise my ulaciity in all this work ! Mow could you 
have the heart, my liuslwnd, to furget the past. I burn with 
grief u-s 1 recollect these small things. Was it a more 
passing dream that you helped me to dream? Will 
everything vanish leaving me the memory of your cruelty 
ulnae ? 

*■ In December the luting cold made tss tremble in alt 
our limbs : my husband used to rise curly at cock-crow and 
water thr fields of nht«ti crops, [ carried lire to the fields mid 
when the cold became unbearable, wo both sat near the lire 
anti warmed ours el vs*. We reaped the tfiali crops together in 
great luusteand with greul care. How happy'we were when 
after the day's work ur retired, to rest hi our home.” 

When -be recollected, these little things tears tlosred 
from the eyes of Madina unchecked. 

■•Him could you lie so cruel, my husband :" She said 
to herself again and again. " Mere do £ cry alone for you. He 
used to cut and remove the straw and the thorny plants, and 
I brought water to ilie fields. Moth of vis would thus work 
together in ihe day-time, Such a dear Lord has left me. 
the unfortunate one! flow will it Iw possible for me to live? 
There is not another woman in ilm whole world tw miserable 
u myself. Alas' who is it that ha* set fire to my fields of 
ripe crop*? WJml i* the good of this cureed life V The cage 
is here but my bird ha* tied away.” 

Thu* she cried day tnd right and jwisaRd her days in 
great unhappiness. She gave up inking her meals .vnd always 
said,” Alas I aln*V Then she became insane. She spoke 
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incoherent ward*. Sometimes she laughed and sometJmt* she 
cried ami often she clapped her hand* itiul sang. 

Slur hardly took any food and became reduuod to » 
skeleton. Hot beauty faded away. her farm M d* loveliness. 
After all tlm one day all her sorrow came to nn end. She 
was a nymph of heaven and went to her own abode. Near 
her dead Wy lay poor Siimj himd-tlia Intplwt- child ; hi* 
face floated in tears. 

The neighbours astern bled and dug a grave for her. 
They read the usual text* from scripture* mid buried her 
after porformim; the customary 

Ed. 1-112. 
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Having dismissed hi* darling son Sum] from hU prescnca. 
DuUl reflected, ** Ho is dear to me su* my life-blood- U<>' v 
cruel of me to give him up! How is it po^iblo for me to 
give him up and’ how is it possible for me to live parted 
from ray beautiful Madina! Whnl will she say when she 
hears of my treatment? Surely she will fed gnat pain. bhe 
who wmHfioed every comfort ol bur life in order to win my 
love is deserted by me for nu fault* 1 ill. with wh.it heart 
shall 1 give her up ? She was dear ns my Ufa, the ever-trusted 
purl ner of my sorrows. Ala* 1 Hew heartlessly have I deserted 
Iter 1 Her father had offered her hand to rny in the hope 
that l would make her happv, With this object hi vkw he 
made me heir to all kw lauds and property. 1 have given pMU 
u, rav dour Madina. An ungrateful wretch am 1 to have 
done‘so: and my pU» will U in hell for this piece of 
treachery For the pleasures of ibis werli! which mil last only 
fur a day, 1 have courted eternal hell. A r o, 1 must not do 
this. 1 IIill going lo fall ul her fe«t and crave her pan! on." 

flu thought in this wav anil disclosed hi' thoughts neither 
to his new wife nor to his brother Alai- Ho started from 
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home one Jay all alone without taking his men or anv soldiers 
with him. 

W hen ho *et out he heard a snooze from behind. So he 
Mopped a while and then started again. He saw an oilman 
before him and on the right he saw a fox heavy with its young 
ones. Overhead he heard ravens croaking, and a vulture 
startled him with ft* shrill cry. TV hen ho saw all these had 
omens he thought within himself, " I do not know what h in 
m J luck to-day; why is it that I see all these inauspicious 
signs ? " 

Gradually he came near his old home. Ho saw tho pet 
oow of Madina standing on the way. Evidently she was not 
served with grass or water. She was lowing. Hi; was 
sorry to see her in that condition. Then he recollected the 
post. When Madina was only six, she used to visit the 
houses of her neighbours but always with AJal For « 
moment she would not part with him. In the mouth of April, 
her mother let ihe bird Hulbul fly up to tho sky and she ran 
to Alai and asked him to help her to catch It. When the 
bird waw caught, they put it in the cage and reared it with care. 

He saw the empty cage. It lay u it cared for in the 
compound and the pet hird of their childhood piteously 
moaned from the house-top. He said to the bird. " Why is 
it, dear bird, that your eyes look red ? Is it for Madina that 
you have wepl ? Alas, will jou tell me. dear bird, where she 
has goneI" 

Last May. they had both planted young mango plants. 
He and Madina used to water them every day, Th ere were 
the plants eaten up by cattle. Surety no one had taken care 
of them. 

Their pot cut mewed in the house and the cows lowed in 
the shed. "They are alt here hut whom in she—the W of 
my eyes ? n 

No one seemed to be in the house. Over the slraw-ronf 
of Lhat lonely cot, the ravens croaked “ id _ id *’ 







The Weftping Willow of the Graveyard 



'* The boy covered hi? eye* with one hand ami with I ho 
other pointed Lo the uravr.’' 

thw&Ha \tnthmi f [p. 311 
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He eallrd Madina aloud, >'»<»«« waft there to give him 
any reapottse. Then he searched for her on all mtteft 

When Hu raj Jam*), who lay m a corner of the house, 
half-dead with ^rief. heard his father * voice, he ermne out and 
saw him. Dulal asked him, " Where fc Madina ? " The boy 
covered his eyii with on' 1 hand and with 'lie oilier pointed to 
the grave. Then th»- child Ml down helplessly on the bare 
e&rtli And he^nn to erv for lus mtftUer* 

Dulal went near the grave and lay prostrate on it He 
sobbed out, 11 Ob my God, what a judgment has fallen on 
I have killed my wife myself. My place should lie in 
the worst of hells. Here in this world then* is no place 
for me.” 

“ Oh my Madina, dearer limn life* ’iris.* and speak to me, 

I will not give pain to your heart any more. I f I Could 5*d 
you Wk, my darling. 1 would treasure, you in ray bwom and 
for n moment never leave von. Arise and speak to me, H 
you will tioi, take me to where you have gone. I am now put 
to great shame for having done this foulest deed. Leave thi* 
grave and return to me. How can I live in this world without 
yon ? If you will not be kind to me nor love mo as you used 
to do—still mkt* me to you. I* tl tint true that you could 
not live parted from me fora moment I Xow I beseech jou, 
give mo a place at your fuel. I cannot bear my great sorrow. 
I am guilty In your eyes, it is true, hut how cao you forgot 
your own Suraj ? He cries for you day and night. Hew 
wasted for want of food." 

Hu turned a Fakir and wept day and night in great 
sorrow. •* It Mini as if the rth» of my heart had been taken 
away. These tine trues that adorn Die earth, and the stars of 
(he Nk) look dark as dark night lo my eyes. The river has run 
drv. The stone has melted- Oh! " here shall I tind her 
again f where shall l go? 1 mu not going beck to the city 
of Baoiachong. This earth is sacred to me. Here shell I 
stay the rest of my life on this grave of Madina. 


»la HYMENS I N(J BALLADS 

“ Oh ye tnen, tell my hrother Alai who h dear to me a<i 
life that the unfortunate Dulnl will not return home. 1 wait a 
Fakir in my early years and 1 shall turn a Fakir again, My 
heart 1ms boon reut Ln fcwiun for Mndiim. 

“If 1 had not written that letter of divorce nor 
married in, she would nut haw left me T T committed a 
perfidious act Fur the sake of Dew unship. For the dust of thi* 
rarth 1 have given up a true diamond. 

'■ From infancy -the had itteii my darling, She would turn 
mad if for a moment she did not see me. For twelve years 
we lived together. Now this world is a hell to me without 
her.’* 

So did Dulnl lament over his lot. He built a small straw- 
house over the grave of Madina and lived like n Fakir there 
lie left his Dewauship ami Ijucnnm an ascetic, lie did not 
return to Haiti* chong, Now. my friends, take heed, the last 
d ail is the grave. 

Stun* lmdied at the sorrows of Dulal, Jdidl Git in, the 
anger sings this tragic song. 


LI 1-124. 



GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


Regarding the piste, mentioned in the Ballads and those 
connected * itb their Singers (See Map). 

AjhII* In iliu StitMlivlSiWl ft Kidiutgani. 

tins rivet njudair 10 wife* to ih* 
Smith <tf J«li.iujgtrpm - . (Msltia pi4S). 
The ivnI:vi* fillagf «f Hirsulhar,'— fathtr 
of Millttl 

: ii ilr- ii.« *tii- iiurtb-wk^: 

(See Prtfiasifi to Mat lift* p- 35)* 

Anliajia the ciiUve villain 1 til* m riper Slubii UAjpir $ inikF lo lb* 

north til kriniLikL 

Bwhm fUwcf lt - its tbe 8«MlvWflu *•* K*tr*kn«a t 

TFevvAii Ithubiii tPrrfuM, p. US)* 
Ti adit tonally known to bo * tonUfrre 
gill t'j Ba^liiii by Lhe D*w*ii Shtuhebn. 

Birimii-ft^n p. Mi SlMK&g' Smith of lit* Gwo-bill* 

(See iVeTatH: to Maliuti, \k ill*) 

HamaukasilL B*lMf DitfU, Ulus- Km* of Tslar //jo- in the NelfsLotit 
Witlt and Tb*burM:ir Mill* Sab-divunnn The lluee Lit «fff 

(lit ward* uf ill* rillige of Hsmin- 
kamli (Malms, pp. S. 4, 0} The 
viltesr or Ham* ii In ail i ha# di«|i|*»rtil 
wiih its wsrdK, But lhere are still 
mounds of earth tiudilionsllji 1 known 
by LheflO niiraw* 

Basbhai Ill the «nb*limi«i of Kttborgaoj, 

jifolabl.v written u Hangitiai in th* 
teat By i lie mi (take of I he aerihe, near 
ii,,.- iin<[ SmiH (M.ilua, Bengali trit. 
ji. 04J| ,j ft 0 mili^ frofli Anilia- 

Ihm rt Jin M rowJ Iwdidg 

fr.:-iu E**kb*i to Arulta i bt iiiisvc 
wlltgO of Cham! timed- 
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Hawaii llit native vi11a"t of 
BipiwLaf^fc oi rails 

» +p 

BovlgfrH) „ j. - 

n 7J 

Dhaiiikoita AfV 
Dhtda 

Galaclupn the Native village of 

Itaiu&^tnL »■+ 

lngud k K*Ur, Chpl Sjigmi 
JiblUJgir^r 

JiUi^irimr, Uie uath*: villouv-i 
Juliar tiuvr 

J tgAjoU til If II At3 Vi % I MOl 


lira Abdul CmeiL 

Ihtf \»tt\ KAlika (Lii» *nJ tsLMiikra 

|h iHty, Sre KmiAn*« Vidi wiiflj&f* 
Ntr»t av Dull, ortr of th-t- vrfttrtr 

iif the M'hili-O'Cii It . 

Kuui]*!M uiielci (K«uataiit, j- 1 7ft)* 

In the Huf^hvE-iititt mf Ku4orgntijj I b 
PijjE^ in Ihu north-tsul of the Head- 

ijimrtrM,, 

Sit Pj.hn i,q MaJun. ([?, iiflj and 
Introduction (p. xciv). 

In N vIipeim. l£ milt- lo thr porili nJ 
JAhcrpgipj iar.-—tlie m*rdi to whkh iht 
Utffran iva - le’-i hy MhTuii. 
of Atkt>t1 Given, author of the hsdlml 
Monhur JlLud Bewmn in th* 
dirlxion nf Kiaborgabj, 11 ante* to tbr 

wH of 13 e^-E h |nmrl«if^p. 

!■ iPip^axlar I'MiiPtjtv^niii, Mnneustn^ 
i^idluMv I lip at III* p\nm of Mtiink 
(lilkl-ikt r ;f P Kninii]ii.‘ liilirs P 

ju it*v > 

Sw to .[i. r . aikJ 

1 n( p*aIi>piI citi ill ls-vi), 

Jutl , ^tibiJn iHion nf N. iiAkoui aIiolH 

d4 raitm iwbr »F tin* M-w 

■|iitr|p'rv < Multi* \k 681 fht tnwu rd 

VhLWWl J allmti | l 

If -14-0 Lit ll M >4 ! srl.rrj >< — ipjyr ; |,j 

Sriiokutit 

In Kirtlioi^nj. Hit r DiiiJ* Iku-Hj 
itUcbnl l\ Ktfiinrajii k-.-uurtm 
Cams 1\ fc |. * j. 

J;l >" a lflfl 

Th^-*r. iwn HUttgtf ip I ttlj* lit ini'. 
w,t ^ mil ™ i®*lw omli of Nfllroko*!* 
31,(1 “'»**>» « raHeato it. nvrih t» 

Suing, 
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KaliU )he native of 


Kftvi Oiftjulrajiur » >> •- 

Mttahti* <• it • 

bulam-n >1 »t ■■ 


Probably *ame as the village ot * 

ihf Dhauu. [Sr <3 Dwmta Medina, 

j>, #00), 

iheHt|iin liayen. a Kaj in the, 
alw.ut !J0 mile* !» the uorlhuf the 
town ol HyiMBli#)! 1 
A^ito tlayrri, a Wip# Ihf bo.3 Ia^Ih. 
Kcsr Krtrfufti 

lUtnreukiU IflmjMi (wa-lwrnlaMJ—«m” ,,r . 
[t Win ilit Sub-tltviibo .1 fcii-liur^i«j. 

Panrn JV.vn, i ‘imivr of tin 1 hallml- 
Nem J||*B4ifpi'» lSri- J'rf-fncr to 
Maine, f> ti). 


team'll Pirrr lilula 


Pnl*a»r>’ or ftdutH 


i41 Sear Hipmbenfri Tin pltiea 
tbu l*ir M touili it mwqitr. < 

.mi! Lila. [i. Blftil 

(n ilia SabriJIvlaton <>f Kiihentinj about 
I - iiiMr* to tit, uml of tliv th'flil- 
tjnlllrT*—thr qelivr Villa-.:*-'IT I 1 '*'> 
duitihi ePil rlmJidffiwli. 


pLiklninit •> 

Ho itlmimtlipur anil llnlima 
Ken-ti'hapi'r 


River Ketism 


Hen totim Ibwtinian . It it m iti“ 

Suit*ilihint'll of Xi-itokorie 

S*. PttfaCe to KnniuU. |*. I(W| ■«.(! 

Ifllndtiettntii c «*■• 

Mentimw 1 i« " Hliehta Sniflari 11 fin 
iVvg. KUliejtin,»« the Siib.divi»um 
>if kiihunritM" 

South «'l l Ilf f»*n*-hilk (Melma 

; i • \ Litti-vi liAitil iimt Malm:) n'l't 

TOfl, oit»-.Il- iHUtlt* .if Ilin rim 

after ilieir lo" ft >rpi»tn»i 


Utter Dltaflu 


Tn tlir Sfiib- 411 t»ioh» ot Nnlnikui® Jii'i 
Kiiboftfnnj ferjy. hhalUjm ■' * htami'h 
dT ibr Mcglina, fclkisrena Madift* 
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Phnltthwi . N«r Piinir (See Prcfirt io Kctiiftni, 

U}). The rif*i into which Kena- 
imm threw ■!) his vmllli. 

Bivflp M*ji or Hijediivitri ... Nnr feLrndu in Nefcralcona — cm the 

bilik-i of which ihe body uf LiLu 
was ere maud 

Swhail ihr nitiv- ulk^e of of Bipin <J*ycn ( in Kmhcir(jiiuj 

-Suifil]mE H „ Ilmb&Tk G*y«i in Kisborganj. Id miles 

to the north of Kiiliori^uj, 

TbaVurtum* tf H .. Lh* poeLos* SoU Giytn. In (lit Snb- 

di vision of Net roll an*. 
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